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opening of the year 1800 vaa marked 
tlie effeots of war and the failure of 
I harvest in 1799, a large portion of 
ich in the southern parts of Northum- 
land, remained uncut till near the end 
January. These circmnstaacea corn- 
ed to produce auch a dearth, that 
eat in Newcastle market sold at one 
nea a Winchester bushel. On Jann- 
' 4, a public meeting was held in the 
Guildhall, Newcastle, for the purpose of establishing a public soup- 
kitchen for the relief of the poor, and to which benevolent scheme the 
corporation of that town gave fifty guineas. They also erected a 
large and convenient kitchen at the east end of the ponltiy market, 
in the High-bridge. A subscription was likewise formed at Durham 
for asfflsting the poor of that city and its neighbourhood, and the 
hall of St. NichoUia' workhonse was fitted up as a soup-kitchen. — ■ 
Iioedl Papers. 

January 27. — Died, Francis Hill, well known by the name of Old 
pfVomfy. He had attended in a sod hut on the road between New- 
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2 LOCAL HISTORIAN^a [a. D. 1800. 

castle and Shields for upwards of jSfty years, to solicit the charity by 
which his harmless existence was supported. — Ihid. 

1800 (March 2). — Three prisoners, named John Outerside, under 
sentence of transportion, Richard Lowe, committed for forgery, and 
Thomas Graham, committed for high-way robbery, effected their 
escape from the gaol of Newcastle. By wrenching a bar from the 
inside of the chimney of their cell they forced their way up the chim- 
ney to the roof of the prison, whence, by cutting their bed-clothes 
and knotting the pieces together, which they tied to a sun-dial on 
the roof, they descended to the field adjoining Gallowgate. John 
Sill, convicted with Outerside, attempted to escape at the same time, 
but being rather corpulent, he stuck fast in the chimney, and could 
neither get out nor back again, till he was assisted down by the keep- 
ers. Outerside was taken the same day by the intrepidity of Mr. 
Gale, the gaoler, at Woodend, near Beamish, and Graham would 
have shared the same fate, had some countrymen who were spectators 
of the pursuit, lent their assistance ; while Mr. Gale kept guard upon 
Outerside, he offered £b to any who would assist in the pursuit of 
Graham, which they uniformly refused. — Local Papers. 

A similar escape was eflPected on the same day by four of the felons 
in the gaol at Morpeth, two of whom were soon taken. One of the 
above four prisoners who made their escape, was John Winter, of the 
notorious family of that name. — lUd. 

This month, a severe contest to represent the city of Durham, took 
place between Major Matthew Russell, and Michael Angelo Taylor, 
esq. At the close of the poll, the numbers were for Mr. Taylor 464 ; 
for Major Russell 360, and 7 for Mr. Barker who started on the 
preceding Monday. — Mon. Ma^, 

The beginning of this year, no less than sixty-nine out of seventy- 
three vessels, laden with coals, from Shields and Sunderland, were 
wrecked in their passage to London. — Ihid. 

April 4. — Died, in the 40th year of his age, Mr. Solomon Hodg- 
son, many years printer and publisher of the Newcastle Chronicle 
newspaper, in the conduct of which, he imiformly advanced the 
genuine sentiments of his mind, uninfluenced by party or interest 
of any kind, and unconnected with any political club or society 
whatever. Firmly attached to the principles of constitutional liberty, 
to recal the attention of his readers to those principles, was an object 
to which he devoted his chief exertions. He feelingly lamented the 
miseries of war ; and so long as he could do it consistently with per- 
sonal safety, he exercised the privilege of declaring his conscientious 
sentiments with boldness and freedom, but always without descending 
to licentiousness or personality. His remains lie interred in St. 
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John's church-yard, under a table monument, next to that of John 
CunomghaiD, the celebrated pastoral poet. — Local Bee. 

1800 (May 11). — One hundred and forty-four vessels sailed from 
Shields, under convoy for the Baltic, having on board, besides other 
oommodities, 11,600 chaldrons of coals, Newcastle measure. — Man. 
Mag. 

May 18. — Died, at Blaokwell Grange, 
near Darlington, aged 64 years, George 
Allan, esq. He was the son of Jajnes 
Allan, or Dariington, and is well known 
in the literary world as an antiquary 
and amateur printer. He devoted 
himself with extreme ardour, from an 
early age, to the collection of materials 
for a history of his native country. His 
library was rich in Knglish topography, 
but it also contained a number of valua- 
ble manuscripts connected with the county of Durham. In 177*, ho 
circulated printed queries to elicit information ; but he finally declin- 
ed the task of arranging for the press the mS'terials which had cost 
him so much time and labour ; and his printed works are confined to 
a re-publication of Hegge's Legend of St. Cuthbert ; Hall's Catalogue 
of Bishops, from the Library of the Dean and Chapter ; the Life of 
Bishop Trover, 1776 ; the Betums of Members of ParUament for the 
county of Durham ; the Foundation Charter of the CaUiedral ; and 
the well-known collections for Gateshead, Sberbum, and Greatham 
hospitals. The ardour of Mr. Allan, as a collector, wob not, however, 




4 LOCAL historian's [a. d. 1800. 

confined to provincial antiquities ; and he purchased at the splendid 
price of seven hundred pounds, Mr, Tunstall's (of Wyoliffe,) noble 
collection of British birds, antiquities and curiosities ; of which the 
birds alone are said to have cost Mr. Tunstall five thousand. When 
this museum, augmented by the industry of Mr. Allan, was offered 
for sale by the trustees under his will, it was purchased by the 
Literary and Philosophical Society ftt Newcastle, and now forms a 
part of the extensive and valuable ooUeption of the Natural History 
Society. Mr, Allan's most remarkable pursuit, however, was print- 
ing for himself and Mends, at his private press, various works on 
antiquarian and biographical topics. He conunenced this about 
1768; he printed gratis, and from the small number of copies that 
were taken off, his works have long sinoe become Ubri rarissimiy and 
most of them are highly valued by collectors. It is asserted, that his 
proofs never stood in need of correction, himself being not only the 
compositor, but the distributor of the types when the form was bro* 
ken up. He never read but with a pin in bis hand ; and it is said, 
that he wrote a quire of paper for almost every day he lived ; — ^and 
though constantly employed, the conversation of others never appear-* 
ed to interrupt him, and yet he heard all that passed. In 1764, he 
had an offer of the place of Richmond Herald, and though in eariier 
life the situation might have been acceptable, it was then refused as 
incompatible with his established professional connections and future 
prospects in his native county. On his father^s death, in 1790, he 
retired altogether from the pursuit of the law, and chiefly devoted the 
leisure of his remaining years in forwarding his favourite scheme 
of a county history of Durham. A great part of the materials of 
Hutchinson's valuable work, were drawn from the stores preserved 
at Blackwell Qraxige.—NieAors Lit. Aneo^ 

1800 (June 4) .-Died, in the streets in Newcastle, William Barron, 
an eccentric, well known for many years by the name of ^^ Billy Pea^ 
pudding.^ — Roeal Bee. 

June 8.-— A person named Blenkinsop, a joiner of Newcastle, was 
observed by a woman to ascend the railing which surrounded the 
shaft of Lawson's main colliery at Byker, near Newcastle, and ta 
precipitate himself feet foremost into it, having previously thrown 
down his bat. She instantly gave the alarm, and on proper persons 
descending the pit, the body was found in a shockingly mangled con-^ 
dition by a fall of more than one hundred and thirty-seven fathoms. 
The following is a c(^y of a letter found in his pocket addressed to 
bis wife : — *^ My dear Mary, I hope that God Almighty will so order 
things, that you will be better without than with your unhappy, un* 
fortunate, and affectionate husband, Thomas Blenkinsop.'^^ For somo 
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weeks before, he had shewn strong symptoms of a disordered mind. 
Local Papers. 

1800 (June 14).-A man named Wilkinson, a mariner of Lynn, had 
reccnirse to begging in Newcastle, and amongst other houses came to 
that of one Moffatt, a person who took care of horses in Pilgrim- 
street, Newcastle, where the usual application was made; the hus- 
band was not at home, but Mrs. Moffatt gave him some bread and 
cheese and small beer ; she then presented him with a hatchet, telling 
him that she in turn had one request to make, which was, that hav- 
ing been long plagued with her fingers, he would be so kind as to cut 
them off with that hatchet, laying both hands at the same time upon 
the table for the purpose. The astonished mendicant drew back and 
knew not what to do. She however persisted in her demand, he at 
length was monster enough to strike a blow at her hands with the 
hatchet, by which three fingers of one hand and two of the other 
were cut off, and another much injured. The woman was occasionally 
subject to fits of insanity. — Ibid. 

June 16. — Died, at Mill-green, near Bavensworth, Maiy Brown, 
aged 100 years. — lUd. 

July 13. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, William 
Thompson, an eccentric, well known by the name of '^ Traveller 
Billyh He was noted for his numerous gormandizing exploits, and 
his death was occasioned by endeavouring to swallow a dulling^ which 
he feared would be taken from him. — Ibid. 

July 21. — A horse attached to a gig took fright near the Carpen- 
ters'' tower, Newcastle, and set off at full gallop down the narrow and 
very steep passage, called St. James'-lane, which leads from that 
place to Pandon-bank. The owner was thrown out, and much bruis- 
ed, and the gig was dashed to pieces. The horse sprang over the 
wall into Pandon-bank, fell on his feet, and continued his career up 
the street into the fields, where he was taken uninjured. — lUd. 

July 26. — ^Died, in the city of Durham, Mr. John Fairer, aged 102 
jesiX8.-^Ibid, 

August 10. — Died, at Dissington, Ann Wilson, aged 101 years. 
She not only retained all her faculties to the lajst, but worked hay 
that year, and did a variety of domestic employments. — Ibid. 

August 25. — ^Died, at a very advanced age, Mrs. Montague, relict 
of Edward Montague, esq., of Denton-hall, in the county of North- 
umberland, grandson to the first earl of Sandwich. She was the 
daughter of Matthew Bobinson, esq., of West Layton, in Yorkshire, 
and of Horton, in Kent. Mrs. Montague was an excellent scholar, 
and possessed of a sound judgment and refined taste. Her ^ Essay 
on the Writings and Genius of Shakspeare,^ in answer to the frivo^ 
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Denton hall, Noithchberland. 

louB objections of Voltaire, must always rank with the best illustra- 
tions of the traneoendant powera of our great English poeta. It is 
not an elaborate exposition of obscure passages, but a comprehensive 
survey of the sublimity of his genius, of his profound knowledge of 
human nature, and of the wonderful resources of his imagination. 
This essay is, we believe, the only work of which Mrs. Montague 
publicly avowed herself to be the author ; but it is well known that 
she assisted the first lord Lyttleton, in the composition of his ' Dia- 
logues of the Dead,' and some of the best of those dialogues, by his 
lordship's own acknowledgement, were the effects of her pen. Lord 
Lyttleton was very much attached to her ; and if he had been free 
from matrimonial connections, she might have commanded his title 
and fortune. Mrs. Montague, however, it was imagined, wbs attach- 
ed to Pulteney, the famous earl of Bath. She accompanied this 
nobleman and his lady on a tour through Germany. Mrs. Montague 
particulariy excelled in epistolary composition; and her letters, in 
point of learning, judgment, and elegance, far exceed those of her 
namesake, lady Mary Wortley Montague, even supposing that the 
latter was really the author of the letters attributed to her, which, 
however, have long been known to be in a great measure fictitious. 
Mrs. Montague was a near relative of the celebrated Dr. Conyers 
Middleton, to whoso care she devolved in early life, and who superin- 
tended her education with parental fondness. It is said that she 
made so early a display of her tendency to Uterature, that she had 
transcribed the whole of the Spectator before she was eight years 
old. Incredible as this story seems to be it has been attested by the 
best authority, and was always solemnly afRrmed by Dr. Mousey, 
phy^cian of Chelsea college, a particular friend of Dr. Middleton, and 
of Mra. Montague. The epistolary correspondence that took pkioe 
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between Dr. Monsey and Mrs. Montague, during her tour in Ger- 
many, and indeed throughout the whole of their intercourse for up- 
ward of thirty years, affords proof of unoommon talents, original 
humour, and acute observation. Dr. Johnson said of Mrs. Monta- 
gue, that ' she did not make a trade of her wit ; but she was a very 
extraordinary woman ; she had a constant stream of conversation, 
and it was always impregnated ; it had always meaning.' — Univ, Mag, 

1800 (Sep. 28). — Died, at her house, in 
Northumberland-street, Newcastle, aged 78 
years, Mrs. Pricilla Atlee, a widow lady of 
ample fortune, great part of which she ex- 
pended in acts of piety and charity. Her 
remains were interred at All Saints' church ; 
they were followed by thirteen coaches, and 
embalmed by the tears of the poor whom 
her benevolence had clothed and fed. — Local 
Papers. 

At this period a portion of the foundation 
of the Soman wall was taken up at Byker-hiU, for the purpose of 
repairing the highways. — Mon. Mag. 

The following is a list of mayors and sheriff of Newcastle, from the 
year 1800.— 




MAYORS. 

1800 Archibald Reed, 

1801 Joseph Forster, 

1802 Thomas Clennell, 

1803 Thomas Smith, 

1804 Richard Clayton, 

1805 Henry Cramlington, 

1806 Archibald Reed, 

1807 Anthony Hood, 

1808 Joseph Porster, 

1809 Isaac Cooksoii, jun., 

1810 Thomas Burdon, 

1811 George Forster, 

1812 Robert Clayton, 

1813 Thomas Smith, 

1814 Benjamin Sorsbie, 

1815 Henry Cramlington, 

1816 Su- Thomas Burdon, 

1817 Robert Clayton, 



SHERIFFS. 

Aubone Surtees, jun. 
C Matthew Hedley. 
f Isaac Cookson, jun. 
Dixon Brown. 
Thomas Cookson. 
Benjamin Sorsbie. 
Nathaniel John Wiuch. 
John Cookson. 
Thomas Burdon. 

Thomas Burdon, 2nd time. 

Benj. Sorsbie. 2nd time. 

George Shadforth. 
Job James Bulman. 
William Smoult Temple. 
Thomas Burdon, jun. 
Thomas Anderson. 
Thomas Smith, jun. 
Richard Brewster. 
Ralph Naters. 
Thomas Logan. 
William Clayton. 
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1818 Joseph Fonter, Henry Clayton. 

1819 Archibald Reed, Nicholas Naters. 

1820 George Forater, John Anderson, jnil. 

1821 Aubone Surtees, Alfred HaU. 
1823 Robert Bell, Edward Johnson. 

1823 WilHam Wright, Edward John Jadcson. 

1824 Heniy Cramlington, George Shadforth, Snd time. 

1825 Oeoi^ Forster, John Lionel Hood. 

1826 Archibald Reed, Alfred Hall, 2nd time, 

1827 Benjamin Sorsbie, Edward Dale. 

1828 Robert Bell, John Brandling. 

1829 George Shadforth, Henry Reed. 

1830 Archibald Reed, William Smith. 

1831 Archibald Reed, Wm. Anhone Snrtees. 
1833 John Brandling, Henry Reed. 

1833 Henry Bell, Geo. Clayton Atkinson. 

1834 Jno. Lionel Hood, John Mellor Chapman. 

Mr. Hood continued in office until the first election of mayor under 
the Municipal Reform Act. 

1800 (Sep. 30).— Died at Benwell, in the 
ninetieth year of his age, greatly respected, 
Aubone Surtees,* esq., banker, and father 
of the corporation of Newcastle, and receiver 
general of the land tax for the counties of 
Northumberland and Durham.t Mr. Surtees 
waB sheriff of Newcastle in the memorable 
yeiff 1744-6,J and mayor in 1761 and 1770. 
He was the son of Sdward Surtees, esq. 
of Hedley-woodhead, by his wife, Frances, 
daughter and co-heir of William Aubone, esq., alderman of Newcastle, 
to whom he had been married at Oringham, 9th April, 1705. This 

* The accompanjing aima of Surtees, are copied from a stone till recentlj in the front 
of a house in the upper part of the market-place in Durham, occupied formerly by Kobert 
Surtaes, the sldennan of Durham in jese-BO-^g, and now b^ Mr. Sbielda. This ttone 
has been lately removed by Mr. Shields in rebuilding the houte, but it has been let into 
the wall in the bock part of the building, where it now remains. 

f By his will dated 3rd Dec, 1783, he appointed his eldest eon WilUam Surtees and 
his "sod-iU'Ibw, John Scott esq.," his executors ; the latter had howerer in the mean time 
arrived at the digsities of Baron Eldon and Chief Justice of the King's Bench. 

4 In a long list of names, appended to a loyal manifesto of the inhabitants of Nawcastler 
Tolunteering to take arms, or provide substitutes for the defence of the town, dated Sep. 
1715, the following seven appear first i M. Kdley, Nath. Clafton, Ed. CoUingwood, 
Ralph Sowerby, Cnthbert Smith, Aubone Surtees, and Geo. Culhbertson. Brand's 
Newcastle, ii. p. 024. 
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WiDiam Aubone, whose name is occasionally spelt Albany, was 
sheriff of Newcastle in 1679, and mayor in 1684. His will was 
dated 27th September, 1700, and proved 13th May 1702. He had 
five daughters and co-heirs: namely, Elizabeth, Jane, Margaret, 
Frances, and Phillis. Elizabeth married William Fetherstonhaugh, 
esq., of Stanley and Branspeth, and had a daughter Mary, an heiress, 
who married first Thomas Wilkinson, esq., of Durham, and gave 
to the church of St. Mary-le-Bow there, a large silver flaggon, with 
this inscription on it, " The gift of Elizabeth, daughter of William 
Aubone, esq., and relict of William Fetherstonhalgh, to her grand- 
child Mary Wilkinson, and given to the Bow church by Mary Wil- 
kinson, her mother, Anno Dom. 1734.''' Both Mary Wilkinson the 
grandchild (who was an only child), and Thomas Wilkinson her 
father were then dead ; and Mary Wilkinson the mother remarried 
shortly afterwards, sir WiUiam Williamson, bart., but had no other 
issue. She was buried at Branspeth. Of the remaining four daugh- 
ters of Mr. Aubone, Jane married 13th July, 1699, at All Saints\ 
John Greenwell, esq., a merchant of Newcastle; Frances married 
Edward Surtees, esq., as stated before ; and Phillis, whose marriage 
licence is dated 5th Feb. 1707, married Eobert Greenwell, esq., and 
was great grandmother of General sir Leonard Greenwell, K. C. B. 
— Newcastle Cotirant. Wills of Wm. Aubone^ and Aubone Surtees. 
Surtees' s Dur. Local Registers. 

1800 (Oct. 7). Died, at Seaton Delaval, in Northumberland, the 

countess of Tyrconnell, after an illness of many months. She was 
the only child of lord Delaval. — Local Papers. 

Tanfield conunon, Durham, containing 1040 acres, was divided by 
act of parliament. — Surtees. 

The grand stand on the Town-moor, at Newcastle, was this year 
built. — Mackenzie. - 

This year, as some workmen were levelling a barrow, about a 
quarter of a mile north of Bowsden, in the parish of Lowick, in 
Northumberland, they found two urns inverted upon broad flags, and 
containing bones, which appeared to have been partially burnt. 
Previous to this another funeral urn was turned up by the plough at 
Bowsdon HolUns. — Ihid. 

1801 (Jan. 1). — The Newcastle volunteers were drawn up on the 
Sandhill, and fired three most excellent vollies in honour of the legis- 
lative union^between this country and Ireland. On this occasion, the 
corps, for the first time, mounted the union bearings in their colours, 
and marched along the bridge to the county of Durham, where, in 
the presence of the Gateshead volunteers, they expressed their reso- 
lution to be UNITED. A similar celebration took place on the part of 
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the armed association. The colours of all the ships at the quay were 
hoisted. — Local Papers. 

1801 (Jan. 24). — A fire broke out in the printing-office occupied by 
Mr. John Taylor, in Church-street, Berwick, which raged with such 
violence, that the building (partly covered with thatch) was entirely 
destroyed, together with the stock and working implements. The 
fire broke out in a room used for drying printed paper; The loss was 
estimated at £10W,—Ibid. 

February 5. — Died, at Newcastle, Margaret Bobson, of the Flesh 
Market, at the advanced age of 103 ; who, except a weakness in the 
eyesight, retained her faculties unimpaked, and was never known to 
have been afflicted with sickness till that which terminated her pro^ 
tracted existence. — Ibid. 

February 14, — Two soldiers of the 3rd Lancashire militia on fur- 
lough, travelling between Durham and Auckland, were so fatigued 
and distressed by the inclemency of the weather, that one of them on 
entering a public-house near Butcher-row, and warming himself by 
the fire, fell backwards from his chair and expired ; the other, who 
was somewhat forward, was found dead under the park wall near 
Auckland, by a butcher going to Durham market. — Ibid. 

This month, a dreadful hurricane was experienced at Hexham : 
many houses were unroofed, and chimneys blown down, both in the 
town and neighbourhood. One house in particular, occupied by Mr. 
Newton, a saddler, was materially damaged ; a stack of chimnies fall- 
ing on the roof, penetrated into his bed-chamber, but fortunately he 
escaped unhurt. The house was completely unroofed, and the floor- 
ings broken to pieces.— -Mim. Mag. 

March 14. — Died, in the city of Durham, Mrs. Eleanor Crowe, 
aged 103 years. — Ibid. 

March 26. — The body of an old man, recognized to be that of an 
old mendicant, and his dog, were found floating in the river Tyne, 
opposite to the quay, Newcastle. They had been missing for more 
than a month, and were, dead, as they had lived, attached to each 
other ; the cord by which the blind man had been led by his four- 
footed friend being wrapped about his wnsi.— -Local Papers. 

March 27. — A tumult took place in the com market at Sunderland, 
in consequence of the price of wheat, 40s. being demanded by one of 
the dealers for a boll of that grain. The populace immediately raked 
the kennels for dirt, with which they besmeared the farmer, who was 
glad to retreat to the Fountain inn, the windows of which house were 
assailed with stones and brick-bats, as were also those of the Half 
moon and Queen'^s head. Beside the damage sustained in the brittle 
materials of the houses attacked, a quantity of com was madly trod- 
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den under foot, and several of the farmers^ carts were htdried into the 
Wear, one of which was seen floating to the sea the next morning* 
A justice of the peace, with a few constables, seized upon one of the 
insurgents, and committed him to the Oage^ but he was soon liberated 
by a body of the rioters* Things continued thus till about nine 
o^clock^ when the justice, with an increased body of constables, again 
made their appearance, and read the riot act on the steps of the 
George inn, by candle-light, but with so little success, that it was 
deemed prudent to plant a military guard round his house during the 
night. In the midst of the affray, a party of the Lancashire militia 
was called out ; they loaded their muskets, but received no orders to 
fire. — Local Papers. 

1801 (March U). -Wonderful News! ! / The London Courier of this 
day, and the Edinburgh Courant of April the 2nd, contained accounts 
of the fall of the steeples of St. Nicholas and All Saints' churches in 
Newcastle, The paragraph in the Courier was given in the form of 
an extract of a letter, as follows : — " Newcastle, March 29. I seize 
the first opportunity to relate to you the unexpected destruction of 
the spire of St. Nicholas' church in this town, which, for elegance of 
design, lightness, and durability, had long been classed among the 
first productions of art in the north. Yesterday evening, about eight 
o'clock (after experiencing a fine day), we had a smart shower of rain, 
attended with a strong southerly wind which increased considerably ; 
at a little before nine, some stones fell from the steeple, one of which 
unfortunately alighted upon a young woman, and bruised her so des- 
perately that her life is in danger. It still continuing to blow strong, 
fears were entertained for the Safety of the steeple ; the butchers, who 
expose their meat for sale near the church, were very alert in remove - 
ing it ; the impending danger was swiftly spread around. I, too, 
hearing of the dreadful alarm, was repairing to view the cause of it, 
when I had scarcely left the door, when the upper part of the steeple, 
and as low as the belfty, was removed from its long wonted situation, 
covering at some distance from its base, on the north side (called the 
Flesh-market), with ruins. The most painful part of the catastrophe 
is, that I, among others, have to lament the loss of seven of our fellow- 
(nreatures, who have fallen victims to their too ardent desire of saving 
their property ; four of them were butchers, one of them belonged to 
Morpeth ; five more persons were severely hurt, but I trust not dan- 
gerously. A public-house near to the church was nearly levelled with 
ihe ground, and several other buildings were materially damaged. It 
is much to be feared that some more persons have lost their lives, 
whose curiosity had led them to the spot, as (while I write) some are 
yet missing. The confusion this disastrous affair has occasioned, I 
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am at a loss to describe ; nnmbers of the inhabitants are repairing to 
view the nune. The fall of this elegant remains of ancient architec- 
ture, which was 194 feet in height, and adorned with thirteen spires, 
has been attributed to various causes." The Edinburgh Courant of 
April the 2nd, contained an account of the fail of AH Saints' steeple 
in Newcastle, as follows : — " Newcastle, March 27. The spire of that 
modem-built church, called All Saints, suddenly fell to ^e ground. 



Steeplb of ST. Nicholas' churcb. 



on the south side, at about half-past 5 o'clock this morning. Happily 
no lives were lost. The cause of this accident is generally attributed 
to the impropriety of building the spire so high, it being known, that 
the tower on which it was built had considerably shrunk." It is onJy 
necessary to say, that they were ingenius fabrications, intended for 
the first of April. The steeples are still standing, and likely to do so. 
— Local Bee. 

1801 (April 16). — The Gazette of this day confirmed the elevation 
of lord Eldon to the important office of lord high chancellor of Great 
Britam. The intelligence was received by his fellow townsmen in 
Newcastle with the most distinguished marks of respect. The bells 
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in all the churches in that town and Gateshead continued rin^ng 
from the arrival of the mail till late in the evening, and numerous 
groups of his lordship'^s relatives and friends were formed in various 
parts of the neighbourhood to celebrate the event. — Local Bee. 

1801 (April 19). — Died at Walker, near Newcastle, aged 36, Mr. 
Thomas Barnes, principal viewer and agent at Walker colliery. He 
was a man of very superior abilities in his profession. A most injenious 
and yet simple combination of machinery, for the purpose of regula- 
ting the conveyance of waggons, laden with coals, down an inclined 
plane, from Benwell colliery, on the north side of the Tyne, to the 
staith at the border of the river, and for bringing up the waggons, 
when unloaded, by the same power that resisted its projectile impetus 
in the descent, was, in the year 1798, perfected and brought into use 
by Mr. Barnes. His remains lie interred in Long Benton church- 
yard, where a table monument is erected to his memory. — lUd. 

April 21. — The decisive victory obtained over the Danish fleet and 
batteries, by lord Nelson, wa« celebrated at Newcastle and all the 
neighbouring towns.— iom? Papm. 

May 2. — ^About four o^clock on the morning, the iron slitting-miU 
of Messrs. Hawks and oo., near Gateshead, was discovered to be on 
fire, but by the prompt exertions of the company^s workmen, who 
lived upon the spot, it was readily extinguished. — Ibid. 

May 6. — The foundation-stone of the new building for the Sunder- 
land Subscription Library was laid by Dr. Brown, who deposited an 
appropriate inscription, in the presence of several members of the 
institution. May 11th, 1802, it was opened, when an elegant break- 
fast and ball were given by the subscribers to a great number of 
ladies and gentlemen. The gentleman afterwards dined at the 
Bridge inn.— Ibid. 

May 7. — Four prisoners escaped from the gaol at Morpeth.— 
HodgsorCs Norihd. 

May 21. — ^A terrible fire broke out in the village of Harbottle, 
Northumberland, owing to a foul chimney. Nine cottages and four 
out-houses were unfortunately destroyed by this conflagration, the 
progress of which there was no means of stopping, till the poor 
inhabitants lost nearly the whole of their furniture and other ^ects. 
— Local Papers. 

June 26.— The population returns for Durham and Northumber- 
land were as follow : — 

County of Durham 160,361 

Northumberland 157,101 

Newcastle 28,366 

Parish of Gateshead... 8,597 



Ia.d. 1801. 



TVNE BRIDOE (1800). 

1801 (June 30). — The alterations for improTing and widening the 
bridge over the river Tyne, at Newcastle, were begun under the 
management of the late David Stephenson, architect. It was a 
bold and succeesful undertaking. — Local Papers. 

July 29. — The North York militia marched from Newcastle, and 
encamped on the coast near Whitburn, in the county of Durham. 
The camp broke up on the ISth, of October. — lUd. 

August 12. — Found dead in his bed, at his lodgings in New-court, 
MooE^lane, Cripplegate, Mr. Thomas Hastings, long known as an 
itinerant bookeeller and pamphleteer. He was a native of the 
biahoprick of Durham, and worked for a while as a carpenter in the 
new buildings at Mary-la-Bonne. Mr. Fox's memorable election for 
Westminster, when the support of the Devonshire and Portland 
families awakened every interest in his favour, gave Mr. H. an op- 
portunity to exert himeelf in the popular cause, and he produced a 
quarto pamphlet, intituled " The wars of Weatminater." This was 
followed by others in the style of Oriental apologues, and he got con- 
siderable sums by hawking them about the town. From this period 
it ia believed he wrought no more at his trade. For many years he 
had been in the habit of publishing, in difieront newspapers, on the 
12th of August, a voluntary ode on the prince of Wales' birth-day, 
for which he annually received some small emolument at Garleton- 
house ; but this he had discontinued some time by order. His last 
publications were, " The Devil in London," 12mo, and "The Begal 
Bambler, or Lucifer's Travels," 8vo, He was a constant attendant 
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on the popular Sunday orators ; and in his habit very much adum- 
brated a clerical appearance. His travelling name was Dr, Grem ; 
and he was near sixty years of age. — Genfs Mag. 

1801 (Aug. 19).-As a cartman of Newcastle was employed with four 
horses in drawing some heavy timber ashore, near the end of Hillgate 
Gateshead, he threw a brick at the foremost animal to hasten his 
speed. This cruel act had, however, the contrary effect, for the 
brick striking the poor animal on the head, he fell back stunned and 
almost lifeless, upon his fellow-labourers, and being all chained toge- 
ther, a terrible struggle in deep water ensued, which ended not till 
the four horses were drowned. — Local Papers. 

September 5. — Two postilions in the service of Mr. Maddocks, of 
Wooler Haugh-head, were, on the afternoon of this day, employed 
with four horses in conveying a gentleman^s carriage, in which were 
himself and family, to Holy Island. About nine o'clock in the 
evening, the postilions set out on their return homewards, with their 
horses, and shortly after a thick fog came on. Strong apprehensions 
were in consequence entertained by the islanders for their safety, 
which, next morning, were found too fatally verified ; for soon after 
day-light, the bodies of the two unfortunate men, and one of the 
horses, were discovered lifeless on the sands. Another horse, which 
by some means survived, stood motionless beside its dead companion. 
The remaining two horses were supposed to have been buried in a 
quick^sand, many of which abound in this dangerous passage. — Ibid. 

September 23.— The foundation-stone of the additional building to 
the Infirmary at Newcastle, was laid by sir M. W. Bidley, bart., one 
of the vice-presidents of the charity, as representative of his grace 
the duke of Northumberland, the senior president, in the presence of 
a great concourse of spectators. Previous to the ceremony of laying 
the stone, the worthy baronet addressed the company assembled, in a 
neat speech, in which he pointed out the essential service rendered to 
numerous unfortunate members of society by this noble institution, 
and cordially recommended its most ample support. He paid a just 
tribute of applause to the skill and humanity of the physicians and 
surgeons attached to the charity, and to the other inferior agents in 
this great business of benevolence. Sir Matthew concluded by in- 
forming his auditory, that the duke of Northumberland, to his other 
munificent respect for the Infirmary, had added ten guineas, as a 
present to the workmen employed in the proposed extension. A 
plate with an inscription was deposited in the stone. The additional 
building is of brick, the original of stone. — Ibid. 

October 2. — A line of keels was moored across the river Tyne near 
C!liffi>rd''s Fort, and deals laid across them from shore to shore. 
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After carefully examining this extraordinary highway, lord Mulgrave, 
accompanied by general Murray, major Heron, and other officers, 
rode over from the county of Durham to Northumberland. Soion 
after, lord Mulgrave marched the first regiment of royal Lancashire 
militia (accompanied by their field pieces and ammunition waggons) 
from Tynemouth barracks over this bridge to the Herd Sands, when 
an action took place against a supposed enemy ; at the same time 
several shells were fired from a battery on the north side, which had 
a fine effect. The troops were then marched back again. The adja- 
cent banks and hills were covered with spectators to witness this novel 
sight. — Local Papers. 

1801 (Oct J 15). — ^On the signing of the preliminaries of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the French Bepublic, a general illumination 
took place in Newcastle and Gateshead, when many loyal and curious 
devices in transparency, fee, were exhibited,— Ibid. 

October 26. — About midnight, some incendiary set fire to the 
stacks in a yard belonging to Messrs. Reed, of Old Town, in the par- 
ish of Elsdon, Northumberland, by which diabolical act, seven com 
stacks and one hay stack were totally consumed. — Ibid. 

November 19.— John Scott, convicted of sheep stealing from Mr. 
S. Dodd, was executed at Morpeth, pursuant to his sentence. — Ibid. 

December 23. — Died, at Low Heaton, near Newcastle, Mr, Thomas 
Thompson, farmer. Though blind from his infancy, he was allowed 
to be (me of the best judges of cattle in that neighbourhood ; and, 
amongst other singular performances, has been known to make a 
wheel-barrow complete. — Ibid. 

December. — About the middle of this month, a gentleman was at- 
tacked on the waggon-way, near the Windmill-hills, by three footpads, 
but escaped by his horse taking fright, and galloping oS. It is re- 
markable, that the horse in his fright leaped down a precipice near 
nine feet high, without receiving the least injury, and ran, with the 
utmost speed, for upwards of three miles, before the gentleman waa 
able to stop him. — Newc. Adv. 

This month, died at Longhorsley, Mr. John Buddler, fanner, aged 
101 years. — Local Papers. 

This year, FramweUgate and Brasside Moors, and Witton Gilbert 
Oommon (2,400 acres), all in the county of Durham, were divided. 
The late bishop (Barrington) had one sixteenth of the soil allotted, 
and all the mines. This venerable prelate appropriated one third of 
his whole allottment to the founding of schools within the county of 
Durham. — Surtees. 

This year, ihe bridge spanning the rivulet a few yards to the north 
of Long Benton church, on the road to Killingworth was built at the 
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expence of admiral Boddam of Boddam, which event is recorded on 
the key stone of the arch. In rainy weather this rivulet was some- 
times difficult of passage, and the bridge has been of great use. It is 
beautifully embowered with trees which line the side of the brook for 
some distance. — M8. Col. 

1801. — ^Blackburn Fell, in the county of Durham, containing by 
estimation 2009 acres, was divided by act of parliament. — Surtees. 

1802 (Jan. 7). — ^Between twelve and one o'clock, part of the wall, 
to the length of sixty or seventy feet, of All Saints' church-yard, New- 
castle, next to Silver-street, and near the middle thereof, fell down 
with a tremendeous crash, to the unspeakable terror of the inhabit- 
ants of the houses opposite, many of whom thought it had been an 
earthquake from the effects it occasioned. The lower part of one 
house, with the window and door were completely broken in, and 
several houses above and below the same were materially injured. 
This wall had long been supposed to be in a dangerous state, hav- 
ing perceptibly leaned and shrunk from the church-yard, evidently 
being pressed by an uncommon weight of soil on that side, while 
there was no support at all on the other towards the street, where it 
was near twenty feet high ; it was likewise composed of massy stones, 
which in their fall were accompanied by a great body of earth from 
the side of the bank, opening to view several coffins, and innumer- 
able quantities of human bones. It was a fortunate circumstance 
that the above accident took place at a late hour of the night. The 
ruins presented a very awful appearance. — Man. Mag. 

February. — Died, at Whitworth, Mr. Taylor, commonly known 
by the name of the Whitworth Doctor, and whose celebrity (it is well 
known) was so great as to procure him the honour of attending the 
late bishop of Durham, brother to lord Thurlow. The history of this 
man and his brother, who was his partner, is worthy of notice. By 
profession they were farriers, and to the last, if both a two legged and 
a four legged patient were presented, at the same time, the doctor 
always preferred the four legged one. Partly from singularity of 
manners and partly from success in curing, the practice of the two 
brothers was immense, as may be well imagined from the orders they 
gave to the druggist ; they dealt principally with Embank and Walls, 
of York, and a ton of Glauber's salts, with other articles in propor- 
tion, was their usual order. On a Sunday morning the doctor used 
to bleed gratis. The patients were seated, often to the number of a 
hundred, on benches round a room, where troughs were placed to 
receive the blood. One of the doctors then went and tied up the arm 
of each patient, and was immediately followed by the other, who 
opened the vein. So singular a scene may be much easier conceived 
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than described. In their medical practice, the nice formality of scales 
and weights was totally unknown; all was rule of ihwmk* An ex- 
ample of this practice may serve to elucidate their claim to celebrity. 
Being sent for to a patient, who was in the last stage of a consump- 
tion, the learned Dr. prescribed a leg of mutton to he boiled^ sectmduMn 
artem^ into a very strong broth, a quart of which was to be drank at 
proper intervals. What might have been the success of such a 
medicament, is difficult to say, as the patient died before the first 
dose was got down. As bone-setters, and likewise in the treatment 
of scrophulous and cutaneous disorders, they were remarkably skilful, 
and perhaps to their real merit in this, and the cheapness of their 
medicines, they were chiefly indebted for their great local fame. — 
Mon. Mag. 

1802 (February). — A medallion was presented to Mr. H. Great- 
head, of South Shields, by the Royal Humane Society for his very 
ingenious and important improvement on boats, for the preservation 
of the lives of shipwrecked mariners and passengers. The Society of 
Arts, also presented to the same gentleman, their gold medal, accom- 
panied with a purse of fifty guineas, as a testimony of the sense they 
entertain of the extraordinary benefits which have resulted to the 
country from his truly useful invention. — Ibid, 

May 4. — Being the day appointed by the magistrates of Newcastle, 
for proclaiming the peace between Great Britain and the French 
Republic, the morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells, which 
continued at intervals during the day. At noon the Newcastle volun- 
teers, the Armed association, and the Grateshead volunteers, with 
their respective bands, were under arms, on the Sandhill, to receive 
the members of the corporation with the regalia, attended by the offi- 
cers of the police, eighteen free porters, carrying each an ancient bat- 
tle axe, sixteen with javelins, and sixteen with halberts. The civil 
authorities were surrounded by the military to keep of the crowd, 
and the sound of trumpets announced that his majesty^s proclamation 
was about to be read. This was done by Mr. Richard Hill, the town- 
marshal ; the town sword (which had been borne unsheathed) was 
now sheathed, after which the procession moved to the west end of 
Mosley-street, and thence to the White Cross in Newgate-street, at 
each of which places the proclamation was read. — Local Papers. 

June 1. — On this day was published in Newcastle, by Mr. John , 
Mitchell, the first number of the Tjnue Mercury and Northumberland 
and Durham Gazette. It is at present published by his son and suc- 
cessor, Mr. William Andrew Mitchell, the editor. — Local Bee. 

June 16. — The Newcastle Loyal Volunteers, commanded by col. 
Glennell, were disembodied. — J. BelPs Ool, 
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1802 (June 29).— Died, at his house in 
Northumberhind-street, Newcastle, Charles 
Brandling, esq., of (rosTorth, high sheriff of 
Northumberiand in 1781, and representar 
tive in parliament for Kewcastle-uptm-Tyne, 
1784, 1790, and 1796. He married, in 
1766, Elizabeth, danghter and heir of John 
Thompson, esq., of Shotton, county pala- 
tine. In 1797, Mr. Brandling resigned his 
seat in parliament, and was succeeded by 

his eon Charles John Brandling, esq, 

Maciensiie's Northd., S^c. 

The commencement of the demolition of Pilgrim-street Gate, part 
of the town wall of Newcastle, took place on the 30th of June this 
year. It had been long complained of; frequent instances baring 
occurred, where it was found necessary to take off part of the 
loading of a waggon, before a passage through the gate could be 
effected. A cannon ball was found in the wall, weighing more than 
twenty-two pounds; allowing for waste, this had, in all proba- 
bility, been a twenty-four pounder, and thrown during the siege of 
the town in 164^!. Id 1659, and ag^n in 1716, this gate was repaired 
and beautified at the expense of the company of Joiners, whose hall 
or meetiDg^room was above the gate-way. On the night of the 1st of 
August, 1714, the gate was illuminated, in honour of the accession of 
Qeorge I. when the company spent in candles eighteen-pence. In 
August 1726, the meeting-room was discovered to be on fire ; but 
immediate attendance was given by the members of tlie company, and 
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other persons, who togetiier, sucoeeded m extinguishing the flamea, 
without any material injury having been effected. In 1771 convenient 
foot passages were opened on each side of the archway. — Mecordi of 
the Joiners' Comp. tj-c, 

1802 (June). — The French emigrant clergy, who had been resident 
in Newcastle and its neighbourhood, smce October 1796, took their 
departure for their own country. They left behind them a moat 
grateful address to their benefactors, written in their native lan- 
guage. — Local Papers. 

July 22.— Died, in Hillgate, Gateahead, Alice Oarr, aged 102 
yeara. — Ibid. 

July 27. — The aruied association of Newcastle, commanded by sir 
M. W. Bidley, bart., were disbanded. — J. BeWs Col. 

July .-A pair of Sandwich Terns, 

male and female were shot on the 

Fam Islands, on the coast of 

Morthumberland. These birde, as 

well as specimens of nearly the 

whole of the difierent kinds which 

breed on the Fam Isles, were, after 

much trouble and risk, shot there, 

expressly for the use of Bewick in the illustration of his work on 

British Birds, by major Shore, and lieutenant Kenny Forster Gibson, 

of the 4th Dragoons. — Bewick. 

August 23. — John Garleton, was executed at Durham, for firing a 
loaded pistol at Mr. Thomas Greenwell, grocer, in Gateshead, whose 
warehouses he and other accomplices were attempting forcibly to en- 
ter. During Carleton's trial, the prisoner's council contended that 
there was not an intention to murder, as there was not a ball in the 
pistol ; a bidlet, however, was found m a niche in the wall of the 
shop, the week after his execution. — J. BelTs Col. 

September 2.— A life-boat, built by Mr. (iieathead, of South 
Shields, arrived at Bamborough castle, under the care of the Mer- 
maid cutter, captain Smith, and was received with a discharge of 
cannon from the battery, and the greatest joy of the people. — I-ocal 
JPapert. 

September 3. — The owners of Percy Main colliery, accompanied by 
a great number of the neighbouring gentlemen, and the workmen 
belonging to the colliery, walked in procession with the first w^gon- 
load of coals from the winning to the staith at Whitehill point upon 
the river Tyne. On their arrival at the staith, the waggon was taken 
to the spout, where a ship was in readiness to receive the coal, into 
which they were immediately discharged. At the instant of the coal 
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being delivered, a salute of artillery was fired, and the band played 
" The Keel Bow.'" The company then formed a circle, when " Success 
to Percy Main*" was drunk with three times three cheers. The pro- 
cession then returned to the winning, where a plentiful dinner was 
prepared, which the company, consisting of 150 gentlemen, sat down 
to, at one table, under a covering erected for the purpose. The work- 
men were also plentifully regaled with beef and plum pudding, and 
they amused themselves with music and dancing till a late hovT,-Ibid. 

1802 (Nov. 15). — About eleven o'clock at night, an alarming fire 
was discovered to have broken out in the steam-engine and boring 
miU, at the extensive iron works of Messrs. Hawks and Co., near 
Gateshead. From the violence of the flames, great fears were enter- 
tained that the whole premises would have been consumed, but from 
the calmness of the evening, and the strenuous exertions of the fire- 
men, aided by the public, their ravages were confined to the building 
first attacked. — Local Papers. 

November' 16. — The Literary and Philosophical society of New- 
castle, instituted a perpetual lectureship on Natural and Experimen- 
tal Philosophy, and appointed the rev. William Turner, lecturer, to 
the endowment of which, the duke of Northumberland subscribed 
^200., and the bishop of Durham «£*100. The introductory lecture 
was delivered on the above day. — Ibid. 

This month, died at Durham, in the 88th year of his age, Mr. 
Bobert Harrison, a profound mathematician. From his knowledge 
in mathematics, he was appointed, Jan. the 14th, 1757, master of the 
Trinity-house school in Newcastle, where he also took private pupils ; 
of whom, among others of great respectability, were the late earl of 
Eldon, and his brother, lord Stowell. He was acquainted with almost 
every known language, and possessed a most acute memory. Having 
resigned his situation at Newcastle, he retired to Durham, where he 
spent the remainder of his life. Mr. Harrison is described as dress- 
ing very neat, a dark blue coat without a collar, but not exactly a 
century old in fashion. When he walked out, he wore a triangular 
hat, and carried a cane with a large amber head to it. He suffered 
his beard to grow for some time before his death. He was generally 
known in Durham and Newcastle, by the denomination of Philosopher 
Harrison^ which he probably derived from his having in conjunction 
with Mr. Isaac Thompson, given lectures on Natural and Experimen- 
tal Philosophy. — Local Bee. 

December 7. — About twelve o'^dock at night, a fire broke out in 
the premises at the Ousebum, near Newcastle, occupied as a pottery 
by Messrs. Yellowley and Co., which entirely consumed the same, 
and the whole of the stock on hand. — Ibid. 
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1803. — This year a dispeiwary was established at North Shields 
under the patronage of his grace the duke of Northumberland. It is 
supported by bequests, donations and annual subscriptions. — Ibid. 

Several curious brass spear heads were this year found in making 
a ditch, near Oheesebum grange, in Northumberland. — Mackenzie, 

The register of births and baptisms belonging to Clavering-place 
chapel (United Associate Synod), Newcastle-upon-Tyne, commences 
in 1802. — Bep. of Pari. Com. 

Jan. 4. — Died, in Union-street, Newcastle, aged 77, Mr. Luke 
Long, of eccentric memory ; better known to his fellow townsmen by 
the appellation of Dr. Long. At an early period of his life, he was 
employed as a surgeon or a surgeon^s mate, in different ships on the 
coast of Africa ; and hence his escploits^ (Mlventures^ and hair-breadth 
escapes, became, ever after, during life, the common topics of his, if 
not prolix, yet certainly unlaconicy conversation, and, particularly so, 
on convivial occasions. Having early acquired, by happily copying 
the sages of his profession, a sort of dignified countenance, and a 
solemn, pompous demeanour, accompanied with a venerable mode of 
address, he was frequently admitted to the company of men much 
above his own rank and station in life ; and being a jovial member of 
the festive board, it was no uncommon thing to see him placed in 
a respectable seat at corporation dinners, and other distinguished fes- 
tivals. The flashes of his wit, on these occasions, being never spoiled 
with too much polishing, were happily calculated to create the ani- 
mated pun, and by exciting merriment, ^^ to set the table in a roar.^' 
His metrical compositions, which, to say the truth, were never too 
much loaded with erudition, will, doubtless, be long remembered by 
visitors at the mansion-house, as samples of the doctor's humour ; 
and the songs which were prepared for such occasions, and sung by 
him with wonderful animation, and with no small share of sapient 
glee, will, no doubt, be quoted as proofs of his good-natured genius. 
In the early part of his life, after he became stationary in Newcastle, 
he was for some time employed as an apothecary in the town ; but the 
various improvements that had taken place in the science having 
greatly outrun his former studies and early acquirements, the busi- 
ness gradually dwindled into insignificance, and he was afterwards 
obliged to stock his shop with other articles beside those of Daffy's 
elixir, Anderson's pills, &c. The singular medley he thus associated, 
would form a curious catalogue, containing, like the village barber's 
shop: 

** Pomatum pots, rollers, and musty perfumes, 
Remnants of stumps, a broken case of lancets ; 
Leaches and (genuine corn-salve, made a shew." 
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Beside a good assortment of ribbons, tapes, blacking-balls and brush- 
es. The doctor had something to relate of every person and subject ; 
but every thing new was almost sure to meet his reprehension, and 
the disappointments and failuic^ of others, which he pretended to 
have foreseen, the severity of his sarcasms. He had a peculiar flu- 
ency in telling stories; and, on the whole we may apply to this 
eccentric character, the following parody on our great dramatic poet : 

« Noting his flippancy, to myself I said, 

And if a man did wish to hear a tale, 

Secrets of fiimilies, or affiedrs of state, 

Here lived an oily tongue would tell it him." Mon. Mag. 

1803 (Jan. 8, 9, 10). — There was a tremendous storm, with the 
wmd at east, which did a great deal of damage to the shipping on the 
coast of Durham and Northumberland. — Local Papers. 

February. — Died, at Morpeth, aged 102, Mrs. A. Dixon, inn- 
keeper. — ChoMo's Col. 

Died, at the Low Lights, North Shields, Mr. Ab. Brown, chinmey- 
sweeper and razor-grinder ; in which humble occupations, by man- 
agement and economy, he was enabled to accumulate the sum of one 
thousand pounds. — Ibid. 

February 8. — ^A subscription library was founded at South Shields, 
supported by annual subscriptions. — Surtees 

February. — ^Died, at Berwick, Margaret Cleghom, an old woman, 
who for some years past had been chargeable to the parish. She had 
made a will, directing in what manner she was to be buried, and be- 
queathing, in the same, sundry legacies to her friends, but the over- 
seers of the poor immediately seized all her eflidcts, to indemnify the 
parish for expences. Besides a considerable sum of money she had 
reserved, a vast wardrobe of clothes, among which were near three 
hundred night and day caps ; the very papers she had got with gro- 
ceries were all carefully packed up in boxes, which all sold well, as 
the buyers werd in eager expectation of finding soihe hidden treasures 
therein. — Ohatki's Col. 

March 13. — Died, at North Shields, Mr. William Morris, ship- 
wright, aged 102 years. — Local Papers. 

March 14. — An impress by the Serjeants at mace and constables, 
broke out in Newcastle, in consequence of the re-commencement of 
hostilities by the French. — Ibid. 

March. — ^Died, at Birtley, Mr. Q-eorge Bobson, aged 102 years. — 
Ibid. 

April. — ^Died, at Shotton, in the county of Durham, aged upwards 
of 105 years, Mrs. Christian Wallace. She had resided in the village 
nearly the whole of the above-mentioned period. — Genfs Mag. 
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1803 (April.)— Died, in the Island of Trini- 
dad, Henry Swinburne, esq., youngest son of 
the late sir John Swinburne, bart., of Capheo- 
ton, in Nortbuniberland, Tliis accomplished 
scholar and celebrated traveller, was edu- 
cated at Scorton school in Yorkshire ; and 
afterwards studied at Paris, Bourdeaux, 
and in the Royal Academy at Turin. He 
made the usual tour in Italy ; and, in 1774, 
travelled with his lady on the Continent, for 
the esprese purpose of indulging their taste 
for antiquities and the fine arts. He spent six years in France, 
Spain, Italy, and Germany ; formed an intimacy with some of the 
most celebrated literati of those countries, and received some signal 
marks of esteem from the sovereigns of the courts he vi^ted. On his 
return to England, he retired to his seat at Hamsterley. The learn- 
ing and ingenuity of Mr. Swinburne are well known. The warmth 
and animation of his descriptions discover an ima^nation highly sus- 
ceptible of eveij bounty of nature or art ; and, if he had a fault, it 
was the being too apt to relinquish simplicity for profusion of orna- 
ment : — but, from this fault, what traveller is free ! He was the first 
who brought us intimately acquainted with Spain, and the arts and 
monuments of its ancient inhabitants — Surtees. 

April 5. — A gold ring was found in harrowing a piece of ground 
near Halton Ghesters. It weighed 8 dwts, 15 grs., was set with a 
small blue stone slightly injured, and afterwards worn by lady Blackett 
of Matfea. The following are representations of the different sides 
of the ring. — Arch. JEl. 




CHAPTER II. 



lED, on the 9th of May 1803, air Robert 
Chambers, knt., several years Chief Jus- 
i tice of the Supreme Court of Judicature 
r in Bengal. He was bom in the year 
1737, at Newcaatle-upon-Tyne, being tha 
I eldest son of Mr. Robert Chambers, a 
respectable attorney of that town. Ho 
was educated at the Free Q-rammar 
school there, and afterwards was sent to 
Oxford, without any other preparation. 
He went at an early age, but his abilities soon rendered him oonspio- 
uous ; and in July, 1754, he was chosen an exhibitioner of Lincoln 
college. He afterwards became a Fellow of University college, and 
in Jfuiuary, 1762, he was elected, by the University, Vinerian pro- 
fessor of the Laws of England ; a public testimony to his abili- 
ties of the most unequivocal nature. In 1 766, the earl of Lich- 
field, then chancellor of Oxford, gave him the appointment of prin- 
cipal of the New Inn Hafl ; which office he continued to hold 
through life. He was now advancing honourably in the practice of 
the Law, and was employed in many remarkable causes, in which 
Ins professional abilities were conspicuously evinced. It is a strong 
proof that his talents wore highly estimated at an early period, 
that in 1768 he was offered the appointment of Attorney-general 
of Januuca ; this however, he thought proper to decline. His 
age was then only 31, From this time he continued in the career of 
his profession, and of his academical labours, till, in 1773, another 
situation of public trust was proposed to him, which he was more 
easily induced to accept. This was the appointment of Second Judge 
m the Supreme court of Judicature in Bengal, then first established ; 
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Mr. Impey, afterwards sir Elijah, being chief Justice. In India Mr. 
Chambers had a younger brother, Mr. William Chambers, afterwards 
highly distinguished for his unrivalled knowledge of the Malabar 
language, and other dialects of Hindostan ; and the prospect of being 
re-united to his relation certainly was not forgotten among the attrac- 
tions of this new offer. Immediately before his departure for the 
East Indies, Mr. Chambers married Miss Wilton, the only daughter 
of the celebrated statuary of that name ; and his mother, Mrs. Cham- 
bers, a woman of uncommon virtues and accomplishments, undertook 
the voyage with them, and continued an inmate of their family till her 
death, which happened in 1782. They sailed for India in April, 1774. 
The honour of knighthood was not conferred at the time of his 
appointment, but, within four years after, was sent out to him, unso- 
licited, as a mark of royal approbation. How well his original nomin- 
ation, and his subsequent advancement to the ofl&ce of Chief Justice, 
were deserved, it is not necessary here to demonstrate. Sir R. Cham- 
bers was steady in pursuing the course which his judgement approved ; 
and, in all the struggles that arose, no opponent ever ventured to 
insinuate a doubt of his integrity. The unfortunate loss of the Gros- 
venor East Indiaman, in the year 1782, is but too well remembered 
by many families. In this public calamity, the private share of sir 
R. Chambers was disproportionately heavy. He lost his eldest son? 
a promising youth, then going to England for education ; and the un- 
certain circumstances of the case left to the imagination the most 
dreadful materials for conjecture. On the resignation of sir E. Impey, 
in 1791, sir R. Chambers was advanced to the office of Chief Justice ; 
and in 1797 he became President of the Asiatic Society. At length, 
after having remained in India twenty-five years, he retiuned to Eng- 
land in 1799, to enjoy his well earned leisure, and the society of his 
friends; but, alas ! not to feel the blessings of good health. His 
constitution, being delicate, had probably been supported by the 
warmth of India ; and he manifestly shrunk under the rigour of that 
northern climate, from which he had been so long removed. In the 
autumn of 1802, his lungs were so much affected that he was advised 
to winter in the milder air of France, and he had intended to have 
proceeded to the southern provinces ; but the season was too far ad- 
vanced, and he remained at Paris, where, after a partial recovery, he 
had an attack of a paralytic nature, which terminated his existence. 
The body was brought to England by his widow, and on the 23rd of 
May was interred in the Temple church. Sir Robert had been a 
bencher of the middle Temple, and his funeral was attended by a con- 
siderable number of that society, and a respectable selection of 
private friends. — Chatto's Col. 
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1803 (May 10). — A great number of keelmen were impressed at 
Shields, by which the coal trade was much impeded. After being in- 
spected, fifty-three were retained and sent on board the navy ; but on 
the 16th of June following, they returned, government having agreed 
to take substitutes, and on the 30th, eighty men, raised to serve as 
such, went down the river Tyne in a keel, to be shipped for the 
Nore. These were furnished to government at the joint expense of 
the keelmen, to prevent them being liable to the impress. — Local 
Papers. 

June 9. — Died suddenly, at the Wheat-sheaf inn, near the Virginia 
water, in Windsor Great Park, aged 46, Joseph Richardson, esq., 
M. P. for Newport, and one of the proprietors of Drury-lane theatre. 
This gentleman was a native of Hexham in Northumberland. In 
the year 1774, he entered at St. John's college, Cambridge, where ho 
acquired a fund of sound learning, embellished with a correct taste. 
He entered himself a student of the middle Temple in 1779, and was 
called to the bar in 1784. While at college he highly distinguished 
himself by the elegance, beauty, and vigour of his compositions, both 
in prose and poetry. Indeed a love of the Muses very early in life 
took possession of his mind, and often interfered with the austerer 
duties of his study. The works in which he was known to have a 
principal part were the Bolliad, and the Probationary Odes, in the 
composition of which his talents were conspicuous. The comedy of 
The Fugitive is also creditable to his dramatic genius. Mr. Richard- 
son left a widow and four daughters to lament his loss. On the 13th, 
his body was interred in Egham church-yard. — Chatto's Col. 

June 26. — Three tents were burnt on the Town-moor, Newcastle ; 
supposed to have been the act of an incendiary. — Local Papers. 

June 30. — The banking-house of Messrs. Surtees and Burden, in 
Newcastle, stopped payment. This to a great number of people was 
a most disastrous circumstance. — Ibid. 

August 2. — The committee who received the enrolment of mem- 
bers to serve in the Newcastle Loyal Associated Volunteer Infantry, 
finished their sittings, after having sworn in upwards of 1,200 men, 
who had come forward to serve their country at that important crisis. 
On the following day, a numerous and respectable meeting of the 
members was held in the merchants court, when the following gen- 
tlemen were nominated and approved of as officers: — Sir M. W. 
Ridley, bart., colonel; M. W. Ridley, esq., 1st lieutenant colonel; 
Anthony Hood, esq., 2nd lieutenant colonel ; John Hodgson, of Els- 
wick, esq., 1st major ; William Grieve, esq., 2nd major ; William Ing- 
ham, esq., to be surgeon ; Isaac Cookson, jun., 0. D. PuiTis, Malin 
Sorsbie, Robert Clayton, John Brumell, Thomas Hopper, Robert Yel- 
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lowley, Thomas Clarke, Thomas Smith, and Dixon Brown, esqrs., to be 
captains; John Gray, WilHam Lloyd, W. B. Calender, William 
Boyd, Eichard Bogerson, Robert Pinkney, Robert Pearson, Samuel 
Walker Parker, WiDiam Cuthbert, and Benjamin Sorsbie, esqrs., to 
be 1st lieutenants ; William Abbs, William Wright, Job James Bui* 
man, John Hall, Thomas Rankin, Thomas Smith, jun., William John 
Grey, William Fisher, Taylor Winship, and William Peters, esqrs., 
to be 2nd lieutenants ; William Dixon, gentleman, to be adjutant ; 
Mr. Edward Milbum and Mr. William Heaton, to be serjeant majors. 
August 24th, the members, consisting of ten companies, were mar- 
ched from their respective parades to the Town-moor, to receive their 
colonel sir M. W. Ridley, bart. The corps was then formed three 
deep, and though without uniforms or accoutrements, made a formid- 
able appearance. On the arrival of the worthy colonel in front of the 
line, he was most cordially cheered with three times three by the 
whole corps. About the middle of October they received their mus- 
kets, and on the 24th, had a general muster for the first time under 
arms, in a field called Blackett^s field, outside of the Town- wall near 
the Postern-gate. Their uniform consisted of a scarlet jacket, with 
blue facings, cap and feather, white breeches, and full black gaiters, 
November 22nd, the corps marched to the Town-moor, for the double 
purpose of receiving their colours and being inspected by colonel 
Blakeney, inspecting field-officer. Sir M. W. Ridley, on delivering 
the colours to the ensigns, made a very appropriate speech ; the in- 
spection then commenced, after which the corps went through the 
various evolutions with great precision. The colonel, after the busi- 
ness of the day was over, presented each company with ten guineas, 
to make merry with on the occasion. There was also a grand dinner 
at Loftus's. During the inspection, the Newcastle volunteers kept 
the ground. — Local Papers. 

1803 (Aug. 9).— Died, at Newcastle, Mr. William Chamley, aged 
76 years, bookseller, and father of the trade m that town ; highly and 
justly respected for his literary and professional talents, his strict 
mtegrity and moral worth. His view of human nature was enlarged 
and liberal, and the natural dignity of his mind was tempered with 
the purest urbanity, A portrait of Mr. Chamley was engraved for 
private distribution. — Local JRec. 

August 15. — John Moses was executed at Durham, pursuant to 
his sentence, for stealing a quantity of linen-drapery goods in the shop 
of Benjamin Jackson, of Bamardcastle. — Ibid. 

About this period workmen conmienced the erection of the 
fever-house, or house of recovery, Newcastle. It consists of three 
stories, and the interior possesses all the necessary qualities for 
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suoh an importADt purpose. The building was completed and opened 
for the reception of patients in 1804. It is ^tuated without the 
Town-wall, on the west side of the town, and in a large and airy 
piece of ground called the Warden's close, about twenty yards to 
the west of Herber tower. The site was liberally granted by the 
corporation. — Mon. Mag. 



1803 (Sep. 3). — The foundation stone of an el^ant new bridge of 
oast iron was laid on the north side of the river Tees, at Egglescliffe, 
in the county of Durham. — Local Papers. 

September 23. — Died, Mr. Joseph Bitson, s native of Stockton, 
and bom Oct. 2d, 1752. Mr. Bitson was bred to the law, but a 
pasaon for ancient English poetry, rhyme, and ballad, induced him to 
become an indefatigable collector in this way. At one period Bitson 
possessed a competent property, biit it was amongst his anomalies, 
that, though he detested gambling, he had ventured to speculate with 
nearly his whole fortune in the funds, and the revulsion consequent on 
the peace of Amiens, swept away most of his capital. Under these 
drcmnatancea he sold a portion of his valuable Ubrary by auction, and 
the remmnder was reluctantly disposed of by his nephew at Leigh 
and Sotheby's in December, 1803. He abstained on a principle of 
humanity from the use of animal food, and pubhshed a book in de- 
fence of his opinion. He had a considerable turn for topography, 
and asBiBted both Brewster and Hutchinson in their respective his- 
tories. Many of Bitson's works (some of which were printed at New- 
castle), are become extremely rare. He died in a deplorable state of 
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mental derangement. There is no good portrait of Bitson, only a 
carioatm'e, a print, and a slight etching, (in the literary anecdotes), 
both which seem to be taken from the caricature ; and a black pro- 
file prefixed to his memoirs. — Surtees. 

1803 (Sep. 25). — An explosion took place at Wallsend colliery, by 
which event, thirteen individuals lost their lives. — Local Papers. 

September 26. — ^Being the day appointed by Mr. Simon Temple, 
to celebrate the opening of his colliery at Jarrow, the fineness of the 
day, and the general invitation, drew many thousands of people to 
witness the passage of the coals to the ship. Fox, which lay, highly 
decorated with colours, to receive them. Early on the morning, the 
South Shields bells announced the intended feast, and all the ships 
in the harbour immediately hoisted their colours. About ten 
o'clock Mr. Temple arrived at South Shields, to proceed with the 
shipwrights, attended by the bands of the Northumberland and An- 
glesea militias, to the place of festivity, celebrated in early time as 
the birth place of Bede. Immediately on his arrival in the market 
place, the shipwrights took the horses out of the carriage, and drew 
him, attended by his father and three sons to Jarrow, with flags 
flying and music playing. On Jarrow bridge he was met by a large 
assemblage of gentlemen, headed by sir Cuthbert Heron, bart., who 
greeted him on his arrival. Their first step was to lay the foundation 
stone of a school, for the education of the poor children of the various 
workmen employed by Mr. Temple. This was done by his eldest son, 
Mr. William Temple, amidst the plaudits of the whole company. 
They next proceeded to lay the foundation stone of a building intend- 
ed as a seminary for the instruction of poor females in offices more 
suited to their sex than several of their employments in the north of 
En^and. These commendable acts being finished, the procession 
moved to another part of the estate, to lay the foundation stone 
of a fever-house and hospital, for such of the families employed in 
Mr. Temple's various works as might require these comforts. By 
this time, several of the clergy of the cathedral of Durham, the cor- 
poration barge of Newcastle, with several members of that body, and 
a great number of the most respectable gentlemen from all parts of 
the country, had arrived. They now proceeded to the more inmied- 
iate cause of their meeting, and the waggons being loaded mth. coals, 
were taken to the ship, under the banners of the South Shields loyal 
volunteers, which were then unfurled, and a general discharge of artil- 
lery, the music playing " Weel may the Keel Bow^^"" and other appro- 
priate tunes. It was supposed that not less than ten thousand peo- 
ple were assembled on this occasion. In a tent prepared for their 
entertaiimient, about three hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner. 
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The workmen, in number five hmidred, dined at a long table without. 
After dinner, a great number of loyal and appropriate toasts were 
given. — Locai Papers. 

1803 (Oct. 4) .-The Newcastle volunteers, commanded by lieutenant 
colonel Clennell, assembled near the Forth to receive their colours, 
which had been deposited in the mansion-house at their previous dis- 
embodiment. Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, with a suitable speech, 
presented the colours to the commander, who addressed the corps in 
a handsome and appropriate speech, which was received with three 
times three cheers. The corps went through their evolutions and 
firings with great precision. The peculiarity of the uniform (very 
dark green) worn by the company of riflemen attached to the corps, 
attracted very general attention. Part of the Gateshead volunteers 
attended to keep the ground. The corps afterwards dined at Loftus^s 
and spent the day with social mirth. — Ibid. 

October 25. — The Newcastle waggon train, consisting of upwards 
of one hundred and fifty waggons and carts, with their horses and 
drivers, enrolled for the service of government in case of an invasion 
were mustered upon the Town-moor for inspection. The drivers were 
dressed in uniform frocks, and the whole had a good appearance. — 
Ibid. 

November 6. — The Durham armed association was again called 
out on the re-commencement of the war, and had their first parade 
on the above day. Colonel Fenwick resigned the command from ill 
health in 1806, and was succeeded by Edward Shipperdson, esq. 
The corps remained embodied till March 24th, 1813, when they had 
their last parade, and extended their services to the local militia.-/&irf. 

November 16. — The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Cuth- 
bert Ellison, of Hebbum, esq., received their colours. About half- 
past twelve o'clock they arrived on the ground, which was previously 
kept by the Newcastle volunteers, and formed into line opposite to 
a stand which had been erected for the accommodation of the ladies. 
As soon as Mrs. Ellison who presented the colours, had taken her 
station, supported on the right by the right honourable the earl of 
Strathmore, and on the left by John Carr, esq., she was received with 
a general salute ; the ceremony then commenced by the regiment going 
through the manual exercise; after which, three sides of a square 
were formed by the corps, the stand in front making the fourth. 
Mrs. Ellison then stepped forward, and after making some appro- 
priate remarks, delivered the colours into the hands of colonel Ellison, 
who replied in a strain of manly eloquence ; he afterwards address- 
ed the corps, and delivered the standards in charge of the ensigns. 
After going through various manoeuvres, the whole was concluded with 
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a goneral salute, the colours were then tak^i to Mr. B^ram's, the 
Goat inn, Gateshead, where they were deposited. — Local Paperg. 

1803 (Nov. 29).— Died, at North Shields, Ann Tamer, at the very 
advanced age of 105 years. She retained her faculties to the last. — 
Uid. 

December 20. — About five o'clock in the momiug, a fire broke out 
in the Tj-ne steam-engine paper mill, at Felling-shore, near Gates- 
head, belonging to Messrs. Hawks and co., which, in a short time, 
entirely consumed the stock, machinety and buildings. — Hid. 

December 26. — A voluntoor corps of artificers for Newcastle, under 
the command of David Stephenson, esq., architect, took the oath of 
allegiance in the mayor's chamber. Their uniform was a bine jacket 
and trowsers, and a round hat. — liid. 

December 27. — Died, in the Infirmary, Newcastle, Thomas Hous- 
ton, brass founder, aged 26 years. He was the author of " The Mace 
to ffell,'''' " Progress of Madneeg." " Poena, Odea, and 8tmg»" " The 
Term-day, or, the Unjutt Steward," a comedy, and various other 
pieces of considerable merit. He was interred in the burial ground 
belonging to the Infirmary. — Ihid. 

The chapel at Whitworth, in the county of Duriiam, waa rebuilt 
about this period. — Ihid. 

A life-boat, of the largest dimensions, was this year established at 
Holy Island, in a situation peculiarly favourable to its immediate use, 
in cases of shipwreck on the neighbouring coasts. This valuable in- 
strument of preservation was presented by the worthy and beneficent 
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trustees of lord Orewe'e oh!irit}r, at Bamborou^ oastle. Mr. Selby 
gave his ready assistance in forwarding this work of humanity, by 
granting a piece of gronnd, and the winning of stones, for the erec- 
tion of a boat-house. — Univ. Mag. 

1803. — The light-house near the end of the north pier at Sunderland 
was erected this year, by Mr. Pickernel, engineer. It is of freestone, 
sixty-eight feet in height, from the pier tc^ the under side of the cap. 
It is an elegant octagonal column, lighted by nine argand lamps 
placed in reflectors : the diameter of each reflector is eighteen inches. 
— Surtees. 

1804 {Jan, 7). — About two o'clock on the morning (Sunday), the 
cotton manufactory belonging to Messrs. Salvin, near St. Oswald's 
church, in the city of Durham, was discovered to be on fire in the 
upper stories ; the alarm was instantly given, and the Durham volun- 
teers were quickly on the spot. The inhabitants also assembled in 
great numbers to give assistance, and although the fire engines had 
speedily arrived from the different churches, yet the fire continued to 
gain ground, and at about three o'clock the roof fell in. The flames 
were now seen for miles around the city, as if bursting from a burn- 
ing crater. Towards daylight the conflagration abated, but the build- 
ing was reduced to a shell. The south front fell in at eight o'clock, 
and other portions gave way in the course of the day. — Local Papers. 
January 18. — A dreadful fire broke out in the brewery at the Low- 
lights, North Shields, belonging to Henry Coward, esq. It was first 
discovered about four o'clock in the morning, and was not got under 
until considerable damage was done, — Ibid. 

January 23. — Died, at Cowpen, Mar- 
low Sidney, esq., in the 99th year of his 
age, who was a remarkably eccentric char^ 
acter. For many years he was excessively 
tortured with the gravel, and latterly passed 
a number of stones, on an average from six 
to ten in the course of a day, several larger 
than a pea, and what is surprising, he felt 
not the least pain. His antipathy to medi- 
cal men was so great, that even in his 
last illness he would not sufler any to 
attend him. He was very partial to the 
dress and company of the fair sex, but never had the pleasure of 
tieing the hymenial knot. When 70 yeara of age, his thirst for 
innocent and childish amusements was such, that he went to the 
dancing school, where he regularly attended, and appeared highly 
gratified with his youthful associates. About two years before his 
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death, a sister, who resided in London, was at the trouble of paying 
him a visit, and during her short stay he generously indeed allowed 
her milk and lodgings^ but for bread, and other necessaries, she was 
obliged to provide. When he had any money to send to his banker 
in Newcastle, three of his most trusty servants were well mounted, 
and armed with pistols, his principal man rode in the middle, with the 
cash, and the other two at proper distances from him, in the van and 
rear ; in this defensive manner they rode along, the better to resist 
any attack that might be attempted by daring highwaymen. — Univ. 
Mag. 

1804 (Feb. 1). — In the evening of this day, a considerable degree of 
bustle and confusion prevailed in Newcastle on the subject of invasion. 
The military, both horse and foot, were all in motion, and the drums 
of the Staffordshire militia beat to arms. There were strong musters 
of the Newcastle loyal armed association and volunteers, of the Gates- 
head volunteers, Usworth legion, and Derwent rangers. An officer's 
guard was mounted at the head quarters of the Gateshead volunteers 
during the night, in order to assemble the regiment as soon as posgi- 
ble, should any further particulars transpire relative to the nature of 
the alarm. In short, such a display of zeal and ardour on behalf of 
the country was manifested by all descriptions of men, as could not be 
surpassed. On the following morning, the same cause excited a con- 
siderable degree of alarm at Durham. Major Mowbray (notwith- 
standing several of his men were at a few miles distance) despatched 
messengers, and had his whole corps in readiness to assemble on the 
Palace-green in less than two hours, fully equipped for the field. The 
North Durham corps, commanded by sir Camaby Haggerstone, were 
in Berwick all Wednesday. On Thursday, the guards were all doubled, 
and the volunteers put upon garrison duty ; orders were also issued by 
the mayor, that no person was to be seen on the ramparts after eight 
©""clock in the evening. Report amused the public during the whole 
of Wednesday, with a variety of vague and improbable rumours ; but 
the most likely on Thursday was, that the whole had originated in a 
mistake, of taking the burning of whins on Lammer-muir hills for the 
lighting of the signals. To prevent a similar mistake, the corporation 
of Newcastle published the following notice : — " In order to prevent 
any Alarm in the Country, Notice is hereby given, that the under- 
mentioned Signals, intended to be made use of in case of invasion, 
bti/t only in the Event of the General Officer^ commanding his Majesty's 
Forces in this District^ giving Orders for the Removal of the Inhabitants 
and Stock of this Town^ will be made for the Information of the Inhab- 
itants, on Tuesday the 20th of March instant, between twelve and 
one o'clock at noon, and between eight and nine o'clock in the even- 
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ing; and that such Signals will be a Ked Flag by Day, and a Light 
by Night, hoisted at the following pla«ee; (viz.) — The Castle, St. 
Michoias' Church, AH Suint^s Church, St. Andrew's Church, and the 
Tower at the Westgate, accompanied by Five Minute Guns, fired at 
each of the following places ; (viz.) — The Cattle, AH Saints' Church, 
Newgate, and Weetgate. Thomas Smith, mayor. — Newcastle, 16(A 
March, 1804." Agreeably to notice, the eignah were tried at the 
above places, and they were sufficiently seen in every direction to 
answer the purpose for which they were intended. — Local Papers. 

1804 (Feb.) — Died at her residence, Carliol tower, in the Carliol- 
croft, Newcastle (where she conducted a school for young children), 
at the advanced age of 120, Mary McCrea. She had followed th« 
above profession for 80 yoars. — Ibid. 



Caiuol Tower (19KI), 
March 3. — This day, at a hunt near Kingswood, Northumberknd, 
the fox being hard pressed, took shelter in the cleft of a high rock. 
The hunters provided themselves with spades, fee, and wrought for 
a considerable time, until they were on the point of reaching the fox, 
when one of them putting in a lever gave a shock to the rock, which 
was near forty feet high, and it immediately gave way, and three 
men that were at the top, with some hundreds of tons of rock, were 
hurled down the precipice. The ponderous load shivered several 
trees in its way, and two of the men were almost covered with the 
fragments ; the third was hurled to the bottom, and in the act of recover- 
ing his feet, when a large piece of the rock, which followed, knocked him 
down and buried him. The former two were taken out much bruised ; 
the third was in appearance lifeless. — Gent's Mag. 
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1804 (March 12.)— Died, at Bath, of a 
repeated stroke of the palsy, aged 67, the 
rev. Robert Hilton, of Trinity college, Cam- 
bridge, B. A. 1760 ; M. A. 1763. He was 
a native of the city of Durham, where his 
family had long been established ; paternally 
descended from a baron by summons, and ma- 
ternally from the Morlands, who were the 
original representatives in parliament of that 
city. His father was a barrister, recorder 
of Hartlepool, and a superior officer in the 
bishop's court. Mr. Hilton obtained at Cambridge a good degree 
and a fellowship of Trinity. He was a favourite member of the True 
Blue, where he first grew into an intimacy with lord Torrington, who, 
on leaving college, appointed him his domestic chaplain ; and he, as 
it were, followed the fortunes of that generous nobleman. When his 
lordship was charg^ d'affaires at Brussels, he accompanied him, and 
was there introduced to the duke of Portland. His grace distinguish- 
ed him by particular marks of friendship ; and, on his appointment 
to the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, offered him a bishoprick then va- 
cant, which, by some inconceivable misunderstanding, Mr. Hilton did 
not accept. About the same time he accepted from his brother-in- 
law, — Andrews, esq. of Wells, the living of St. Mawgan, in Corn- 
wall, on which he had resided about three years, when lord George 
Cavendish invited him, in the most friendly and flattering manner, to 
take upon him the care of his donative of Latimers, Bucks. About 
the year 1800, the bishop of Landaff presented him to a prebend in 
his cathedral, which was the last piece of preferment he enjoyed. So 
lately as within six weeks, the duke of Portland obtained for him the 
living of Bothal, in Northumberland, of the value of dfi^lOOO. per an- 
num. But a paralytic affection, which he had laboured under for 
above two years, had now rendered him past the enjoyment of this 
good fortune, and the intervening hand of death prevented even the 
possession of it — Chatto's Col. 

March 24. — The new graving dock at St. Peters' Quay, east of 
Newcastle, built by Mr. William Bow, was completed and took in 
the Henry and the Colpits, two vessels of above three hundred tons 
burthen. It was capable of receiving vessels of twelve feet water. — 
Local Papers, 

April 6. — About eleven o'clock at night a most terrible fire broke 
out in the extensive glass-works belonging to Messrs. Blackett and 
Co., at South Shields, which, in a few hours, completely destroyed the 
building, together with most of the stock and utensils contained in 
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the same. The whole of the damage was estimated at jE^SOOO. — 
Local Papers. 

1804 (April 8). — Died, at the house of her grandson, in Gates- 
head, Mrs. Ann Parkin, aged 104 years. She enjoyed a good state 
of health till within a few months of her death. — Ihid, 

April 12. — ^Died, at the vicarage house, 
in Newcastle, in the 45th year of his age, 
the rev. Joseph Dacre Garlyle, B. D., and 
member of the sodety of Antiquaries, 
London. Mr. 0. was the son of George 
Garlyle, M. D., of Carlisle, and bom in 
that city, June 4th, 1758. There he re- 
ceived his early education, and in 1775, 
entered of Christ^s college, Cambridge, 
which he afterwards quitted for Queen^s 
college. After leaving college, he settled 
in Carlisle, where he obtained one of the two parish churches, of 
which he performed the duties many years. In 1793, he took 
his degree of B. D., and the following year was elected to the 
professorship of Arabic. In 1795 he was called to the chancellor- 
ship of the diocese of Carlisle, vacated by the celebrated Dr. 
Paley. In 1799, from his great skill in oriental literature, he was 
appointed by Mr. Pitt to attend the embassy of the earl of Elgin, 
to the Ottoman court ; to this he agreed, but had no official situation. 
Whilst at Constantinople he was admitted (according to expectation) 
into the libraries, and made catalogues of the works which they con- 
tained ; after a residence of some months in the capital, he undertook, 
with a small party, a very extensive expedition into the provinces of 
the empire. His route lay through Asia Minor, and through countries 
which had not been penetrated by Europeans since the Turkish con- 
quest. This was a very hazardous journey. He spent some time in 
the Troad, and surveyed with accuracy the site which had been 
assigned to ancient Troy. After a long journey by land, he took 
shipping and sailed (touching at many of the Grecian islands) to 
Alexandria, where he found sir Sidney Smith, aboard the " Tigre,'' 
with whom he spent six weeks. From Egypt he proceeded into 
Syria, and spent some time in Jerusalem, and other remarkable parts 
of the Holy-land, from whence he returned to Constantinople, where 
he resided some time. He next travelled into Greece and visited the 
ruins of some of its most celebrated cities. He visited the plains of 
Marathon, where the monument of Miltiades still remains. With 
great labour he made catalogues of all the works in the twenty-two 
libraries which are contained in the twenty-two monasteries of Mount 
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Athos. In this he was assisted by the rev. Philip Hunt,* chaplain 
to the embassy. Many of the monks impressed him with a high 
opinion of their abilities and learning. Before his return to England, 
he made a tour through part of Italy, from whence he proceeded 
through the Tyrol and part of Germany, and landed in England in 
September 1801. During his absence he had visited the most cele- 
brated countries of the old world. Soon after his return he was pre- 
sented by the bishop of Carlisle to the vicarage of Newcastle, into 
which living he was inducted October 5th, 1801, but, unfortunately 
for literature and his friends, he did not long enjoy his promotion. 
His health had probably been injured by the fatigues of his travels, 
and the variety of climate he had endured, and he laboured for a con- 
siderable time under a painful and distressing malady which termin- 
ated his existence as above stated. He lies buried at St. Guthbert^s, 
Garlisle, with the rest of the family. — Genfs Mag, 

1804 (April 18). — The agreement was closed between the stewards 
of the incorporated companies of Newcastle and an agent from govern- 
ment, for eleven acres of ground on the Town-moor, at a rent of £65, 
per annum, on which to erect a large dep6t for military stores, bar- 
racks, stabling, &c. These erections were completed in April, 1806. 
— Local Papers, 

April 20. — The duke of Northumberland, lord of the manor of 
Tynemouth, at the request of the inhabitants of the said manor, es- 
tablished a weekly market on the Friday, at North Shields ; also two 
fairs to be held annually at the same place, on the last Friday in 
April, and the first Friday in November, for the sale of cattle and all 
other goods, and for the hiring of servants. Agreeably to public 
notice, the market was accordingly opened, for the first time, on the 
above day ; when, notwithstanding the unfavourable weather, a great 
variety of wares were exhibited for sale, and the market was very 
numerously attended. At noon a salute of cannon announced its full 
establishment. The business of the day commenced, however, at the 
Bull-ring, North Shields, where a number of the neighbouring gentle- 
men attended, accompanied by the duke of Northumberland's tenants, 
all on horseback. The proclamation was first read by the bailiff of 
Tynemouthshire, and clerk of the market, when the procession moved 
forward to the Market-place. The duchess of Northumberland's 
piper, mounted on a white pony, and playing the favourite strain 
of '* My Jockey stays long at the fair," led the van ; next to him 
rode the bailiff of the manor and his deputy, and then followed the 
gentlemen, and tenants, two and two. When they arrived at the 

• A native of Newcastle, who had his early education at the Grammar School there. 
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post-office, another proclamation was made : they then proceeded to 
Tynemouth caatle ^ates, and from thence to the place where the an- 
cient cross of Tynemouth stood, in the days of the Priory, making a 
proclamation at each place ; the piper then performed some northern 
airs, in a style that would have done no dishonour to Courtney, Qt)w, 
or Allen. The inhabitants of the parish of Tynemouth, and the adja- 
cent parts of the south-east comer of Northumberland, were much 
benefited by these arrangements. — Mon. Mag, 

1804 (April 29). — The Newcastle volunteers, commanded by lieut. 
col. Clennell, commenced in Newcastle their twenty-one days of per- 
manent duty, which they undertook with an ardour and alacrity highly 
honourable to the corps. — Local Papers. 

About this period a life boat was established at Bedcar, near the 
mouth of the Tees, which has often proved highly serviceable to the 
crews of vessels wrecked on the coast. As a considerable time neces- 
sarily elapsed before either this boat or that at Hartlepool could 
reach ships in distress on the north side of the Tees, Jonathan Back- 
house, esq., of Darlington, has since provided a life boat at his own 

expence, which is stationed at Seaton Carew. — Meckenzie and Moss* 
Bur. 

April 30. — The North Shields and Tynemouth volunteers entered 
upon permanent duty for one month; the guards of Clifford's fort, 
Tynemouth barracks, and the Spanish battery, were delivered up to 
them. The company in CliflTord's fort had not been in possession of 
it more than four hours, when major Doyle, of the light brigade, from 
Sunderland, crossed the Tyne, in a large flat bottomed boat, accom- 
panied by one company of the Gist regiment, another of the North- 
umberland and another of the Lanarkshire miUtia. The commander 
of the besieging party having sununoned the fort to surrender, receiv- 
ed a refusal, on which it was attempted to be taken by storm, but 
they were every way repulsed. The number of the volunteers within 
the fort being insufficient for the guarding the embrasures and the 
walls, an express was sent off for the remainder of the corps to hasten 
to their assistance. The light company was in the van, when they 
arrived at the Low-lights bank, they beheld a fight, which, to them, 
was rather novel ; the bridge was in possession of a party of the be- 
siegers, they instantly commenced a brisk fire on the volunteers, who 
nevertheless forced the pass by the point of the bayonet. — After the 
arrival of the volunteers, the fight became general, and great skill was 
displayed on both sides. The temper of the troops was well pre- 
served, a determined coolness and intrepidity was visible in both 
parties, and the volunteers proved themselves worthy of being en- 
trusted with the fort, having so bravely defended it against excellent 
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troops, some of which were of the line. During the contest, a party 
of the volunteers crossed the Tyne, and struck the tents of the besieg- 
ing paty. — Local Papers. 

1804 (April), — Died, at the advanced age of 103, Mrs, Margaret 
Holmes of Sunderland Bridge, near Durham ; she retained all her 
faoultiea till within a few days of her death. — Cnw, Mag. 



This month, a young man named Stoddart, a seaman, was pursued 
by the press gang down the Broad-chare, Newcastle, when, to escape 
them, ho jumped into the Tyne, and attempted to swim across the 
river to Gateshead. One of them threatening to fire at him if he did 
not return, the fright and exertion took away his strength, and he 
waa drowned. — Univ. Mag. 

May 25. — This day (Friday), being the general fast, the Newcastle 
loyal associated volunteer infantry assembled on their parade ground, 
from whence they marched to St. Nicholas' church, and attended 
divine service. The' same day their route arrived for the performance 
of permanent duty for twenty-one days, apon which they entered with 
cheerfulness : nearly eight hundred privates having previously volun- 
teered their services for duty. — Local Papers. 

May 29. — The Society of Arts presented the silver medal to Mr, 
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William WatBon, of North Middleton, near Belford, in Northuniber- 
iand, for the oomparative onlture of tumipe. — Local Papers. 

1804 (May). — On removing a mound of earth, to make the outer 
entrance into Tynemonth castte more suitable to the ingress and 
^;reBB of heavy pieces of ordnance, vast quantities of human bones 
were found, supposed to be the remains of bodies buried there, after 
the storming of the oastle in 1648, by Cromwell's troops, under the 
command of sir Arthur Heslerigg. — Uni-e. Mag. 



June 4, — All the volunteer corps within a day's march of New- 
oasUe, were assembled on the Town-moor there, and fired three 
ToUiea in honour of his majesty's birth-day. The line extended above 
a mile in length. A great concourse of spectators was present. — 
Lw^l P(uperi. 

June 9. — A very serious riot took place at Berwick, between a 
recruiting party of the York reserve, and some of the inhabitants. 
In a short time upwards of a thousand people were upon the street, 
and swords and bayonets were seen glaring among the crowd in great 
numbers ; the most dreadful oaths and groans were heard in every 
quarter. The main guard soon turned out, and eagerly rushed for- 
ward to the asBiBtance of their officers and comrades, the former hav- 
ing exerted their authority in vain. The utmost confusion and up- 
roar prevailed, and there seemed no mode left of quelling the riot 
until the mayor, attended by his officers, with the other magistrates, 
and a considerable number of private gentlemen interfered; their 
united exertions at length were successful, after many desperate 
blows were given and received, and quietness was at last restored 
upon the soldiers retiring to the barracks. The mayor was several 
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times upon the point of causing the riot act to be read, but this was 
fortunately rendered unnecessary the moment that the swords and 
bayonets were sheathed. The conduct of the chief magistrate 
during the affray was judicious^ spirited and manly ; he derived great 
assistance from the energetic exertions and coolness of captain Locke 
of the royal navy. — Local Papers. 

1804 (June 15). — A play and farce (The Revenge, and The Old 
Maid), were performed in the theatre royal, Newcastle, by the officers 
of the second Staffordshire miUtia, for the benefit of the infirmary. — 
J. BelVs Col. 

June. — As some workmen were pulling down an old house at Gral- 
low-hill, in Northumberland, a bag of gold pieces, of the coin of 
Charles I. was found ; the legend Carolm D. G. Ma^. Bri. F. et Hi. 
Rex. and XX, behind the head, to denote its value in shillings ; and 
on the reverse, round the arms, Floreat Concordia Regni. — Local 
Papers. 

June. — Military encampments were formed on the coast of North- 
umberland. — Ibid. 

July 2. — The Guteshead volunteers, commanded by lieut. colonel 
Askew, marched into Newcastle for the performance of three weeks 
permanent duty. The arrival of the corps was greeted by various 
peals from the bells of St Nicholas\ — Ihid. 

July 20. — Died, at Burnt-houses, Whickham Fell, Mrs. Dunn, aged 
107 years. — Ihid. 

July 25. — ^Between eight and nine o'clock at night, the hold of the 
sloop Eliza, of Aberdeen, lying at Newcastle Quay, with a valuable 
cargo of merchandise on board, was discovered to be on fire. The 
drums and bugle of the armed association immediately sounded an 
alarm, when the members of that corps (who had a little before re- 
turned from the field), were in a few minutes assembled and proceeded 
to the Quay, where they were of the utmost service in keeping off the 
crowd, and protecting the property that was taken out of the vessel. 
Two engines were managed with so much skill, that about eleven 
o'^clock, the fire was completely got under. The cargo being much 
burnt and injured, the loss was very great. — Ihid. 

July. — ^A vote having been passed at the quarter sessions, to double 
the width of the passage of Elvet-bridge, in the city of Durham, the 
work was commenced this month, and the last arch was closed August 
4th, 1805. The workmen, in taking down part of the southernmost 
pillar, found amongst the masonry a noble of Edward VI. — Surtees. 

August 4. — ^Died, at the inn at Oomhill, in Northumberland, admi- 
ral lord viscount Duncan. He was on his road from London to 
Scotland. — Local Papers. 



i 
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1804 (Aug. 81). — A general muster of the Newcastle waggon train, 
under the command of captain Davidson, took place upon the Town- 
moor, when the whole, amounting to upwards of a hundred and sixty 
waggons, carts, &c., were assembled. After being minutely inspect- 
ed, the whole passed the captain in the greatest order and regularity. 
The corps was officered by a captain commandant, two lieutenants, 
and five superintendents or ensigns, who held commissions from the 
lord lieutenant, and consisted of fifteen troops, each under the im- 
mediate direction of a conductor, who was a warrant officer. It was 
the only regular establishment of the kind (except the royal waggon 
train) in England. — Local Papers, 

September. — Died at South Shields, John More, aged 101 years, 
90 of which he used the sea.— Rwi©. Mag. 

September 12. — The two volunteer corps of Newcastle, with the 
waggon train, were inspected on the Town-moor, by the hon. briga- 
dier general Grey. The associated corps mustered about seven 
hundred privates, and the Newcastle volunteers about two hundred, 
all of whom were mounted upon the carts and waggons provided for 
the occasion, and proceeded in this manner to town. The novelty of 
the scene drew together an immense crowd of spectators. In case of 
actual invasion, the plan was admirably calculated to lessen the 
fatigues of a long march, and to preserve unimpaired the vigour of the 
troops till the moment of action. — Local Papers, 

September 27. — A silver cup, value fifty guineas, raised by a sub- 
scription of the gentlemen of the Newcastle Hunt, was run for on 
Newcastle race ground. Out of thirty subscribers, only five started. 
It was won by Isaac Oookson, jun., esq. — Ihid, 

September 29. — About six o'clock in the evening, a most alarming 
fire broke out in the back premises, known by the name of Coward's 
yard, in Alnwick, inhabited by poor people, which threatened serious 
consequences, as many thatched houses were nearly adjoining; but 
the wind providentially kept moderate. Two engines were soon on 
the spot, and were well supplied with water, notwithstanding which, 
four houses in one row, containing nine families, were burnt down. — 
Und, 

December. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Mrs. Ann Simpson, wife of 
Mr. John Simpson, inn-keeper, aged 52. She was so corpulent as to 
require a coffin three feet over the shoulders, and it was necessary to 
displace a window to get it out of the house. — Univ. Mag, 

December 9. — Died, at Hexham, Sarah Stephenson, aged 102 
years. — Local Papers. 

Died, this year, at Hentlaw, near Ponteland, at the age of 100 
years, Mr. John Lumsden, who notwithstanding his privation of 



i4i LOCAL HiaroKiAN'a [a. d. 1804. 

ught, enjoyed, till within a fow hours of his death, the most imin- 
temipted flow of health and spirite. — Mon. Mag. 

1804. — A neat and oonvenient meeting house was built in tiie 
Green Bat, Alnwick, for the use of the aBsociate church. — Mackmsae's 
NoHhd. 

This year, a superb punting by the celebrated Giordano, represent- 
ing the lost supper, waa presented by George Anderson, esq., to the 
inhabitants of the chapelry of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle, which wa^ 
placed above the commanion table of that church. — Local Papers. 



'B (ie»). 

Cocken Hall, about four miles north of the city of Durham, this 
year, became the residence of a convent of Nuns, of the order of St. 
Theresa, from Lier, in Flanders. — Stuiees. 

About this period, Mr. Bell, the tenant of the farmstead, call- 
ed High Warden, near Hexham, discovered a subterraneous pas- 
sage, which remained open some years ; but as it soon became the 
favourite retreat and habit^ion of a colony of foxes, it became 
necessaT7 to fill up the excavation with earth and stones. It wm 
never properly explored ; and it is uncertain whether it was used aa 
a magazine, a place of sacrifice, or of sepulture for those who fell in 
the defence, or attack, of a fort which is situate near two hundred 
yards to the south of the passage. This fort is situate on a high hill, 
called the castle hill, where are the remains of a British strength, 
shewn in the accompanying ground plan. This ancient fortification 
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includes an area of above two acres, and has been defended by a 
rampart of unhewn stone, as were all those British forts that pre- 
ceded the BomaD times : 
the other rampiers of 
earth, and their corres- 
ponding ditches, which 
oircumsoribe the original 
works, were probably 
added by the Botnans, or 
' the Bomanised Britons, 
who would not neglect to 
oooopy such aoommand- 
ing station. The en- 
trance has been on the 
east, and the approach to 
it is flanked by stone 
ramparts. The remains 
of buildings may yet be distinctly traced within the lines : where also 
several hsjid mills or guerns have been discovered. It o<Hnmands an 
extensive prospect up both the Tynes, and has in view all the principal 
buildings or villages up the same rivers. Behind the vicarage house 
at Warden are the traces of luiother military station, called also the 
Castle Hill, and what has once been an out^work of the formw ; or 
this post may have been erected by the Bomans, to bridle the British 
strength, which they could not assault. — Mackenzi^B Northd. 

1804. — This year a portion of a long and picturesque line of the 
Roman wall, about two hundi^ yards in length, a little to the west of 
Denton Hall, near Newcastle, was dismantled of its antient garb of 
thorns and hazels, and levelled for the plough. During its erasement 
the first and second stones, inscribed I VLI BVFI i. e. " Oenturio 
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Julius Rufus,'' were found, and the third almost wholly obliterated ; 
but it probably refers to the cohort which was in garrison in this 
neighbourhood. They were removed to Denton hall, where they are 
now carefully preserved by the present proprietor among other an- 
tiquities found there or in the vicinity. — M8. Col. 

1804. Walkergate lane chapel (Baptist), Berwick-on-Tweed, 

founded. The register of births extends from 1805 to 1837. — 
Bep. of Pari. Com. 

1805 (Feb. 28). — About four o'clock in the morning of this day, a 
tremendous gale from the W.N. W. set in motion the duke of North- 
umberland's windmill, situated near Tynemouth barracks, and from 
the rapidity of the movement, the friction of the axle-tree set fire to 
the adjoining timber. The whole roof was soon in flames, and went 
off in large flakes of fire. By this time the metal wheels belonging to 
the machinery were red-hot, and presented, in countless whirls of 
motion, one of the grandest and most awful sights the imagination 
can conceive. The wands at length fell with a mighty crash, bring- 
mg with them the rim of the building-stones, wheels and axle-tree. 
Nothing was left but the bare stone trunk. No person was hurt ; 
but the loss in flour and grain was estimated at one thousand pounds. 
— Local Papers. 

April. — ^Died, at Bath, aged 62, John CJlark, M. D., fellow of 
the royal college of physicians, Edinburgh, and senior physician to 
the Infirmary of Newcastle; whose eminence and success in his 
profession were the deserved reward of. great abilities, devoted from 
his earliest years to the diligent study and faithful exercise of it ; 
and whose goodness of heart and simplicity of manners ensured him 
the warm attachment of an extensive circle of friends. Applying 
the whole force of his mind to the principles of medical science, they 
became the habitual and familiar objects of his pursuit, from a sen- 
timent of taste as well as duty. This led him to investigate the cases 
of the sick with that careful and patient attention which was natur- 
ally followed by an accurate discrimination of their diseases, while 
the kind concern he shewed for their sufferings, and the skill which 
he exerted in the vigourous application of the resources of his art for 
their relief, engaged the most implicit confidence of those who were 
under his care. — His attentions were not confined to any class or 
society. For many years he waa by pre-eminence the physician of 
the poor, and, in seasons of the most extensive practice, his mind was 
always employed in devising plans for their relief in the time of their 
distress. — To him that useful institution, the Dispensary, owes its 
establishment; the preservative and inoculative departments were 
afterwards added under his direction; and by his means the Infir- 
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mary was so greatly improved, both as to accommodation and inter- 
nal management, as deservedly to rank with the most celebrated hos- 
pitals in Great Britain. — The Fever Hospital, also, established for the 
prevention of contagious diseases, is the fruits of his exertions, al- 
though the plan which he proposed was not entirely adopted. His 
reputation as a medical writer has long been fully established by his 
Observations on the Diseases of Hot GUmates, and his Treatise on 
Fevers, and his Collection of Papers relative to Contagion, contain a 
body of evidence of infinite importance to the medical inquirer. Dr. 
Clark^s remains were, at his own request, deposited, on the 24th of 
April, in the church-yard of Weston, near Bath ; near the grave of 
his friend, the late Mr. Bigge, of Benton house, near Newcastle. — 
M(m. Mag, 

1805 (May 21). — Died, at Sunderland, Mr. Edward Lawson, aged 
106 ; he was blind three years, but recovered his sight a short time 
previous to his death and had an extraordinary memory. — Ibid. 

May 25. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth rectory, in the sixty-second 
year of his age, William Paley, D.D. This eminent philosopher 
and divine of the church of England, was bom at Peterborough, 
in 1743. In 1795, he was presented by the bishop of Durham 
(Barrington) to the living of Bishopwearmouth. He was also sub- 
dean of Lincoln. He was the author of some excellent works, viz. — 
" Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy^ " Horce PavlvaoeJ 
" Vie'm of the Evidences of Christianity^'''* " Natural Theology^ or Evi- 
dences of the Existence and Attributes of the Deity ^'* " Sermons^'' <$•<?. 
Spc. — Ibid. 

May. — In making a grave on the north aisle of Hexham church, 
a stone coffin was discovered, on opening which the bones of a 
human being were found quite entire. They were supposed to be 
those of Alfwold, king of Northumberland, who was assassinated 
at Seythescestre (Walwick Ohesters), by Sigan, a lord of his court, 
in the year 788. — Mon. Mag. 

June 5. — Mr. William Temple, of Beamish, was presented, by the 
Society of Arts, with a gold medal, value thirty guineas, for his 
great exertions in draining, cultivating, and improving 308 acres of 
waste land, being a part of Chester division, of which the purchase 
money, m 1799, was «se2665. but which, on the 24th of March 1804, 
was valued at d£^9025. The Society expressed themselves highly 
pleased at the report of so large a quantity of land being brought 
into such a state of agriculture, in the short space of three years 
and a half. — Mon. Mag. 

June 19. — ^A fair for the disposal of wool was established at 
Morpeth, and held for the first time on the above day. It was 
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intended to be continued annoally, on the third Wednesday in that 
month. — Man. Mag. 

1805 (June 28). — Lord Elibank crossed the Scottish border with 
the Peebleahire volunteers. The regiment having arrived at Carham- 
hangh, in Northumberland, were formed in line, when they fired 
three volliea and gave three cheers. This was the first Scottish vol- 
unteer corps that had entered England in a body. The men, after 
being plentifully regaled by their officers with several casks of porter, 
&c., returned to their quarters at Kelso in the evemBg.-Jiocal Papers. 

August 7. — The new brewery at the Dean, near South Shields, 
was burnt down. — Ibid. 

August 12. — Richard Metcalfe was executed at Durham for the 
murder of his son-in law. — Jhid. 

August 13. — Died, at Kewcastle, aged 18, Mr. Thomas Pattison, 
son of Mr. Mark Pattison, and apprentice to the late Mr. Murray, 
surgeon. He was a youth of extraordinary literary acquirements, 
and vraa remarkable at that early period of his life for his studioua 
and inquisitive turn of mind. So retentive was his memory that after 
a single hearing he could write down the precise words of a philosophi- 
cal lecture which had engaged the orator an hour and a half in the deliv- 
ery with all the necessary calculations and seientific terms accurately 
repeated. He was of a mild and unassmning dispoBition, and never 
shewed any attachment to those games and diversions which usually 
occupy the time and attention of thoughtiesa adolescence,-^o». Mag- 



CHAPTER III. 



HOMAS CLARE, a private in the 2nd 
Staflbrdshire militia, was execnted, ac- 
cording to hia sentence, at the Weetgate, 
Newcastle, on August 16th, 1805, for the 
murder of William Todd. He was much 
agitated on witnessing the awful prepar- 
ation for eternity, ao much so, that he 
appeared nearly dead before his suspen- 
sion ; he made no public confession of 
his guilt. The murder was committed 
Angnst 19th, 1804, during the time the rej^ent was encamped 
near Hartley. — 'Local Papers. 

August 19. — About three o^clock in the morning, a terrible fire was 
discovered in the colour manufactory at the Ouaebum, occupied by 
Messrs. Parker, of Newcastle. The flames raged with such fury, 
that in a short time the building visa almost totally destroyed. The 
immense quantities of resin which were in the premises, kept it 
burning furiously for a considerable time. It was suspected that the 
mischief was caused by an incendiary. The lire when discovered, waa 
in the very centre of the works, which unfortunately were not insured. 
The damage was estimated at upwards of .£"4,000. — Ibid. 

In the evening of the same day, William Henry West Betty, the 
young Eoscius, aged 13 years, first performed at the Theatre-Royal, 
Newcastle, in the character of Douglass. He perf'ormed thirteen 
nights, and drew crowded audiences. The receipts during that time 
were «P1889. IGs. 6d., at the advanced prices, averaging £1^5. 7s. 
5d. per night. The last night (13th), he performed Rollo for his 
own benefit, which produced .£'210. 9s. — Ihid. 

September 15. — This day (Sunday), at noon, William Guzen, a 
private in the royal artillery, aged about 28 years, blew out his brains 
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with a horse pistol, near the village of Westoe, South Shields. A 
short time before, he called at a public-house in Westoe, and wrote 
a letter, of which the following is a copy : — 

"Mr. Edward Chadwick,^ Burgh Hall, 
Mr. Thomas Chadwick, ^Lancashire/* 
" Ab hoc memento pencit eetemitas ! " 
" Dreadfiil attempt ! 
Just reeking from self-slaughter, in a rage, 
To rush into the presence of our judge ; 
As if we 

matter' d not his wrath ! Unheard-of tortures 
Must be reserved for such : these herd together, 
The common damn*d shun their society, 
And look upon themselves as fiends less fouU" 

« Wm. Cuzen/' 

" I once had thousands, and was once philosopher enough to brave mis- 
fortunes, but I have been neglected, therefore have I done this. I am gone 
a long journey, but if possible, will return to torment ingratitude. 1 was 
ever gratefiil. The world has lost an ornament, a diamond in the rough." 

The coroner's inquest returned a verdict of lunacy. Part of th^ letter is 
a quotation from Blair's Poem of "The Grave." — Mon, Mag. 

1805 (Oct. 21).— Died, Mrs. Kidd, mother of Mr. Kidd, flax- 
dresser in Newcastle, at the great age of 103 years. — Local Papers. 

October 21. — ^An explosion took place in Hebbum colliery, by 
which thirty-five human beings lost their lives, leaving twenty-five 
widows and eighty-one children unprovided for. — Ibid. 

November 28. — An explosion took place in Oxclose colliery, by 
which unfortunate accident thirty-eight human beings were hurried 
into eternity, and eighteen widows and seventy children were thrown 
upon the charity of the public. — Hid. 

December 10. — In the evening of this day, was found dead, on the 
road between Hexham and Haydon-bridge, Mr. Thomas Graham, 
merchant, of the latter place. His death was occasioned by a fall 
from his horse. It was very remarkable, a strange dog was lying by 
the body when found, and would suffer no person to come near it till 
forced. It afterwards followed the body to Haydon-bridge, up into 
the chamber where it was laid, and being driven out of the room, it 
found his boots in another, and lay down upon them ; it also followed 
close behind the body to the place of interment, and was seen maay 
days afterwards howling and scratching upon the grave. The dog 
belonged to Mr. Armstrong, butcher, of Hexham. Mrs. Batey, of 
the Grey Bull inn, Hexham, where Mr. Graham set out from, heard 
a dog howling horribly as Mr. Graham left her house. — Ihid. 
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1805 (Deo. 10). — During the night an extraordinary high tide took 
place at Shields, and the sea being very high, occasioned the wavea 
to break with great fury agaJnat the stone quay at the foot of Tyne- 
mouth barracks, built by order of his royal highness the duke of 
York. Several of the woodenheads or breakwaters, finished in the 
moet substantial manner, were torn from then- places in front of the 
waU ajid dashed to pieces. The tide washed down the sentry-box 
near Chfford's fort, although placed where the water seldom reached. 
Much old ship timber was carried adrift, and, l^ driving up and 
down, damaged and sunk several boats. The sea continued high 
for some days. — Local Papers. 

December 26. — Died, ot Fenwick hall, near Starafordham, in 
Northumberland, Mrs. Ann Dixon, a^d 100 years. — Ibid. 

Printing was first ostabllahcd in Morpeth, this year, by Mr. 
Stephen Wilkinson, bookseller and post-master. — Hodgson's Northd. 



This year, the White-friars' postern — commonly but very errone- 
ously called the " Postern Gate " situate near to Nevil tower, on the 
ancient wall of Newcastle, was removed to widen the thoroughfare. 
It was nsed as means of egress for the monks of the adjacent friary, 
as a place for a sortib of the garrison of the oaatle which is near to 
it, and was the scene of a gallant exploit in remote times. It was of 
great strength, hod oaken doors, a strong portcullis, and was flanked 
on tiie north-west by Nevil tower. — MS. Col. 

A Bioman celt was this year ploughed out of Tunstull-hilb, in the 
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county of Durham. It was about five inches long, and two and a 
half inches broad at the edge. — Local Bee. 

1806 (Jan. 9). — ^Being the day appointed for the funeral of lord 
Nelson, at the cathedral of St. Paul, in London, the bells of St. 
Nicholas^ and All Saints^ churches, in Newcastle, rung mu£3ed peals 
at intervals during the day. The great bell of St. MaryX in Gates- 
head, was tolled on the same melancholy occasion. At South Shields, 
the great bell tolled at intervals, from eun-rise to sun-set, and the 
ensign on the steeple was hoisted half-staff high ; in the evening a 
solemn peal was rung from seven to eight o^clock, and besides these 
marks of respect to departed heroism, most of the inhabitants 
appeared in mourning, and all the ships in the harbour displayed 
their colours half-mast high. In 1807, Alexander Davison, esq., of 
Swarland, in Northumberland, erected an obelisk of freestone, to the 
memory of private friendship borne by him to the gallant admiral. 
It stands near the post road, about a mile north of the village of 
Felton. — Ibid, 

January 12. — The newly erected iron bridge over the river Tees, 
near Yarm, fell with a tremendous crash and concussion that was 
sensibly felt in every part of the town. Fortunately the old bridge 
remained, or the road leading into that part of the country must 
have been almost totally disused, at least for some time. — Univ. Mag, 

January 13. — Died, in Toll street. North Shields, Mr. William 
Lamshaw, aged 25 years, her grace the duchess of Northumber' 
land'^s piper. This extraordinary performer on the improved small 
pipes, was grandson of the celebrated piper Lamshaw, of Morpeth, 
on whose demise, he was taken from the band of the Northumber- 
land militia, where he had been since a boy of twelve years' of age. 
When only eighteen, he played a match against the most famed 
pipers in the north of England, at Elsdon, before the duke's baro- 
nial court, and some distinguished judges, and bore away the prize. — 
Mon, Mag, 

February 8. — Between four and five o'clock in the morning, the 
premises occupied by Messrs. Beilby and Hawthorn, watch-glass 
manufacturers, in BellVcourt, Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, were dis- 
covered to be so totally enveloped in flames, that every ex^ion 
to extinguish the devouring element, proved unavailing, and the 
whole were consumed in the course of an hour. The stock, which 
amounted to between two and three thousand pounds, was entirely 
destroyed. — Local Pojpers. 

March 16.— A fire was discovered in one of the bed-rooms of the 
house of William Hodshon, esq., at Merry Shields, Northumberland, 
The flames soon raged with such fury, that the whole inside of the 
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building, with the beds, furniture, wine in the cellar, and valuables to 
a great amount, were totally destroyed. — Local Papers. 

1806 (March 19). — Died, at Newcastle, in his 45th year, Andrew 
Young, M.D., and fellow of the royal college of physicians in Edin- 
burgh ; a man who was remarkably successful during an extensive 
practice in that town and nei^bourhood. Under a blunt, though 
candid and honest address, he possessed a most feeling and benevolent 
heart ; and whatever his failings might be, he enjoyed the confidence 
and good will of all men who knew him. If his eccentricities es- 
tranged any one from him who had formerly possessed his friendship, 
no one could ever impeach the honour and integrity of his conduct ; 
for though the doctor could not bear " the proud man^s contumely,'^ 
still he was " the poor man^s friend." Being a member of the New- 
castle loyal volunteers, he was interred with military honours, in St. 
Andrew^s church-yard, and was also attended to the grave by most 
of the surgeons and physicians resident in the town. — Mon, Mag. 

March 24. — Died, in the Workhouse, at Sunderland, Barbara 
Coag, aged 103 years. — Local Papers. 

March 28. — ^An explosion took place in Killingworth colliery, 
by which unfortunate occurrence ten persons lost their lives. — Hid. 

April 1 . — Died, at Gateshead, Ann Maddison, aged 103 years.' — 
Ibid. 

April 5. — A terrible fire was discovered in the malting of Messrs. 
Barras and Co., in Gateshead, which did considerable damage to the 
building and stock of malt. — Ibid. 

April 6. — Died, at South Shields, Hannah Gordon, aged 100 years. 
— Ibid. 

April 7. — ^As two sawyers in the boat building yard of Mr, Mas- 
terton, near Gateshead, were sawing a well grown elm tree, they 
were suddenly stopped in the midst of their work by a harder body 
than the wood, which on further examination, proved to be a horse 
shoe, in good preservation, and which there was no reason to doubt 
had been there since the first growth of the timber. It was found in 
the very core of the tree, where a fine impression of the shoe wafl 
made on the surrounding surface. No visible injury appeared to have 
been sustained by the timber in consequence of this strange compan- 
ion. — Ibid. 

April 20. — This day, (Sunday) earl Percy having attained his 21st 
year, the morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells at every 
church in the county of Northumberland. On Monday the celebra- 
tion of that happy event was of the most harmonious and enthusiastic 
kind ; at Alnwick, in particular, no circumstance in the memory of 
the oldest person living ever excited ewch rapturous feelings of con- 
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gratulation and joy as were displayed in that town on the occasion. 
The representatives of the duke, at Alnwick castle, also entered 



w^mly into the general enthusiasm, by ooK>peTating with the public 
in rendering the joyous day an event as memorable as it was impor- 
tant. A large ox was roasted in the market-place, and seven hun- 
dred loaves were provided for the entertainment of the peoplo in the 
town and neighbouriiood. Two pipes of remarkable strong beer, 
brewed when earl Percy was bom, were brought from Keilder caatlo, 
which, with thirty other barrels of strong ale, were also distributed 
among the populace ; and to add to the entertainment, a building was 
erected in the market place to contain a band of music, who played 
during the principal part of the day. The Percy tenantry, in and 
about Alnwick, were called up and treated in the most liberal manner. 
The three oompanies of cavalry and nine of infantry, were entertained 
at his grace's expence, with an excellent dinner and a bottle of wine 
oacYi man, and three shillings were allowed for the expence of each 
horse. An elegant dinner was provided at the White Swan inn, for 
all the officers of the corps, and the principal gentlemen in the neigh- 
bourhood. About five hundred suits of clothes were given to the 
cottagers upon the noble duke's estates. The officers of the Percy 
tenantry in the neighbourfiood of Newcastle, who could not, without 
inconvenience, pay a visit to Alnwick, were munificently ontertaiued 



A. D. 1806.1 



TABLE BOOK. 



55 



at the Turku's head inn in that plaoe, with an elegant dinner, and the 
day was spent with the utmost conviviality. The Percy tenantry 
infantry were regaled at Mrs. Thrift'^s market place. North Shields, 
and the cavalry at Tynemouth, — Local Papers, 

1806 (May) .-Died, at South Shields, aged 101, Margaret Tate, who 
could read a newspaper till two days before her death. — Univ. Mag, 

May 19. — A plan of the grounds belonging to his majesty at Tyne- 
mouth castle, Spanish battery, &c., and of the works raised for the 
defence of the castle against the parliament's army in the reign of 
king Charles the first, was taken by order of government. — Hid. 

June 5. — The foundation stone of the new subscription library, 
in Howard street. North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by 
William Linskill, esq., high sheriff of Northumberland. A plate 
with a latin inscription, was deposited in the stone. November 5th, 
1807. the building was opened with a concert of vocal and instru- 
mental music. — Local Papers, 

July 5. — Died, in Northumberland street, 
Newcastle, in his 85th year, the rev. Hugh 
Moises, A. M., many years head master of 
the free grammar school in that town, and 
justly celebrated for his laborious and suc- 
cessful discharge of that important duty. 
During the presidency of the rev. Mr. Moises, 
the right hon. the earl of Eldon, lord Stow- 
ell, lord Collingwood, and several other em- 
inent persons obtained the rudiments of their 
education in this seminary. On the 4th of 
April, 1761, he was appointed forenoon lecturer of All Saints, where 
for about thirty years he fulfilled that office with the same unremitt- 
ing attention ; and, from the circumstance of his reducing to practice 
the several virtues he inculcated from the pulpit, added to a peculiar 
but striking manner of delivery, which did not fail to arrest the atten- 
tion of the most careless part of his audience, the church was num- 
erously attended during his labours. So great an aversion had he to 
eat the bread of idleness, that while the edifice was rebuilding, he 
made a tender of his salary, unless a place was procured in which he 
could officiate ; and this was the cause of the chapel of the Trinity 
house being opened until the new church was finished. And so 
desirous was he to cultivate a spirit of industry in others, that, when 
assailed in the street by a sturdy beggar, he generally took the oppor- 
tunity of making a present to some poor but industrious person who 
might be on the spot, and left the mendicant unnoticed. On resign- 
ing the mastership of the granunar school, June 14th 1787, Mr. 




56 LOCAL historian'^ [a. d. 1806. 

Moiees was presented, by his pupils, with an elegant and valuable 
diamond ring, on which was engraven the following motto : — " Optihb 
MoRBNTi," as a teetimony of their gratitude for his attention to and 
care of their education, which he was pleased to aooept in a condes- 
cending and gracious manner, highly to the satisfaction of the pupils, 
whose sorrow on losing so worthy and amiable a master was unaf- 
fected. There never was perhaps a gentleman in a public character 
as a teacher, whose resignation was more regretted than that of this 
worthy divine, who had filled that important station for a period 
of thirty-seven years with the utmost dignity. November 1810, an 
elegant mural monument, by Flaxman, with a latin inscription from 
the classical pen of sir William Scott (afterwards lord StoweU), was 
placed in St. Mary's porch, in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, in 
memory of this eminent divine. — Man. Mag,, 4-c. 

1806. — About this period, the remains of a 
Bioman sudatory or bath was discovered at Bin- 
chester, in the south of Durham, the Vi/nim'wm 
of Antoninus. It is a subterraneous apartn 
ment, within the station, and yet remains in 
3 very observable state. This station, or city, 
was celebrated for its pottery, and has proved 
a mine of antiquity. The accompanied en- 
graving represents a stone found there, many 
bearing the figure of one of the Fundatores 
or slingerB of the Boman army. — Mackenzie 
and Boss" Dur., ^c, 
July, — Died, Elizabeth Eobeita, aged 99, relict of Hugh Bobertfi 
of Chester, who served many yeara in the 3rd re^ment of foot. She 
was an eye witness of five different battles that her husband had been 
in. Her strength did not fail her to the last. She had thirteen 
children, thirty-iive grand-children, and thirteen great grand-children. 
Univ. Mag. 

July. — A ploughman, while at work in a field near Lmnley, struck 
his plough upon the top of an old earthen pot, which was found to 
contain several pieces of silver coin, of the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
in a fine state of preservation. — Hid. 

July. — Died, (leorge Wakefield, esq., of Wakefield house near 
North Shields, a partner in the Northumberland bank. On the 
Wednesday preceding his death he was confirmed by the bishop, with 
his children in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, having lately left the 
society of quakers, and joined the established church. — Hid. 

September 10. — Arrived in Newcastle, on a tour through the 
British islands, their most serene highnesses, Prince Frederick Au- 
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gustuB and Prince Paul George of Holstein Oldenbui^h, atteoded by 
Count Holmar and Baron Maltzahn. — Local Papers. 

1806 (Sep. 11).— Died, in London, the rev. John Brand, M. A., 
rector of the united parishes of St, Mary at Hill, and St. Andrew 
Hubbard, in the city of London, and resident secretary to the Society 
of Antiquaries. Mr. Brand, was bom on August 19, 1744, at 
Washington, in the county of Durham, where his father, Alexander 
Brand, was parish clerk. His mother dying immediately after his 
birth, and his father having married again, he was taken, when a 
child, under the protection of his maternal uncle, Anthony Wheatley, 
cordwainer, residing in the Back-row, Newcastle, to whom he was 
bound apprentice on September 4, 1758, 



Mr. Brand was educated at the Koyal Grammar-school, in that 
town, under the able direction of the rev. Hugh Moisea, where he 
acquired a tasto for classical pursuits ; and his sedentary employment 
being favourable to mental exertion, ho continued so ardent and in- 
defatigable in the pursuit of knowledge, aa to secure the esteem and 
friendship of his former worthy master, Mr. Moises, who interests 
ed some opulent friends in his behalf, and assisted in sending him 
to Oxford. He was entered at Lincoln college, where he took his 
bachelor^s degree, and having been ordained, he became curate of 
Bolam, in Northumberland, June, 1773, Mr. Brand was presented 
to the curacy of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle. October 16th, 1774, 
he was presented to the curacy of Cramlington, in Northumber- 
land, by Matthew Bidley, esq. May the 29th, the same year, he was 
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elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, London. While at 
the university, he published a poem " On Illicit Love, written among 
the ruins of Godstow Nunnery ; "*" and in 1777, he published " Obser- 
vations on Popular Antiquities, including the whole of Mr. Brandos 
Antiquitates Vulgares, with Addenda to every Chapter of that 
Work ; as also, an Appendix, containing such articles on the Subject 
as have been omitted by that Author," 8vo. This work he con- 
tinued to enlarge and improve till his death, when a new edition was 
published, in two vols. 4to., by Mr. Ellis. In 1784, he removed 
to the rectory of St. Mary at Hill, and St. Andrew Hubbard, Lon- 
don, and in 1786, was appointed one of the domestic chaplains to the 
duke of Northumberland. June 1 4th, 1787, at a meeting of the com- 
mon council in Newcastle, the corporation was pleased to grant to 
Mr. Brand the honour of dedicating to that body his History of 
Newcastle, then about to be published by subscription. May 16th, 
1789, Mr. Brand announced that his " History of Newcastle was pub- 
lished, price three guineas, embellished with thirty-four views of the 
public buildings, &c., engraved by Mr. Fittler."" This valuable work 
is in two vols. 4to. ; the engravings, it is said, cost £500, but the 
want of a good index is much to be regretted. A small portrait of 
Mr. Brand is given in the title-page of this work.* — Genfs. Mag., Sfc. 

1806 (Sep. 23). — Died, at Esbe, in the parish of Lanchester, John 
Hunter, who, according to his own account, corroborated by the 
parish register of Chester-le-Street, completed his 106th year the 
previous April. — Local Papers. 

October 14. — The foundation stone of the New Quay and Market- 
place, at North Shields, was laid, under a triple discharge of nine 
pieces of ordnance. His grace the duke of Northumberland's bailiff 
for Tynemouthshire, David Stephenson, esq., architect, and a vast 
concourse of spectators, attended. The ships in the harbour also 
displayed their colours on the occasion. — Ihid. 

December 3. — A very alarming fire broke out in the workshop of 
Mr. John Anderson, joiner and cabinet maker, in the Bigg-market, 

* At the sale of the library of the rev. J. Brand, at Stewart*s Rooms, in Piccadilly, 
Dr. Gossett was examining a copy of a Latin dictionary, in three volumes, folio, which 
he wished to purchase. During his examination, he found two leaves fastened together 
in such a way to give him some trouble to separate them, when he discovered carefully 
enclosed a bank-note of ^£50 and a portrait of " Margaret Smith, widow of sir Thomas 
Carye." The doctor instantly communicated the intelligence to Mr. Stewart ; and after 
the dictionary was sold, the particulars were made known in the sale-room, and the print 
was put up for sale. Caulfield, the printseller, bid as far as j£24 lOsn and a Mr. Lloyd be- 
came the purchaser at 25 guineas. Mr. Brand's executors insisted on presenting Dr. Cros- 
sett with the book, which was bought for that purpose by Mr. Stewart at seven guineas. 
J. BeU's Col. 
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Newcastle, which raged with great fury for nearly an hour, laying the 
workshop in ruins, and partially injuring an adjoining dwelling-house, 
before the fire was got under. — Local Papers, 

1806 (Dec. 10).-Died, at Gainford, in the county of Durham, where 
he had resided for many years, the humble but industrious antiquary, 
John Cade. He was bom at Darlington in 1734, and acquired in 
queen Elizabeth^s Free Grammar-school there Latin enough " to read 
a legend on a coin, or an inscription on a gravestone.^' At an early 
age he was placed in the house of a wholesale linen-draper in London, 
where he rose by honest industry from the lowest situation in the 
warehouse, to the first in the counting-house ; after which he was 
admitted a partner into a branch of the business in Dublin. Individ- 
uals endowed with a literary turn, however Umited their acquirements, 
and however hmnble their pretensions, are seldom, I believe, vassals 
to the daemon of avarice ; and Cade, as soon as he had acquired a 
very moderate competence, relinquished trade for ever, and retired 
about 1775, first to Durham, and afterwards, about 1785, to Gainford, 
where his leisure, till within a very few years of his death, was un- 
ceasingly devoted to topographical pursuits. He explored Eoman 
roads, illustrated stations, suo more^ and above all employed himself 
in the amusing labour of illvstration. Oade'*s last years were passed 
under the pressure of severe infirmity. Nearly sixteen years before 
his death a paralytic stroke deprived him of the use of his lower 
limbs, and confined him entirely to bed. In this lamentable state he 
preserved the most equable frame of mind. His mental faculties and 
memory were not affected, and he received the visits of his friends 
with kindness and cheerfulness. His very latest years were devoted 
almost entirely to preparations for a future state. To his kind 
friend George Allan, esq., of Grange, on one of his last visits, Cade 
presented the Poly Olbion, Harding'*s Chronicle, Knight'^s Erasmus, 
and Clarendon. All his illustrated books of antiquities he had, he 
said, sent as a present to the son of his early benefactor in business, 
who, one is sorry to add, sold the volumes in Cadets lifetime. His 
reading was henceforth confined to religious subjects; and if he 
derived no very clear or actual theological knowledge from the vast 
mass of tracts and sermons which he devoured, yet were his individ- 
ual views clear and cheerful, and he awaited his dissolution with firm 
resignation and unshaken reliance on his Saviour. He died at Gain- 
ford, and was interred with his parents at Darlington. — Surtees, 

December 12. — Died, in Gateshead, the rev. John Baillie, aged 66 
years. Mr. Baillie had been fourteen years minister of Sally-port 
chapel, in Newcastle. He published, besides several detached ser- 
mons, " Lectures on the Revelations," " History of the French Wai 
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from 1791 to 1802,"" and "An Impartial History of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, 1801," all in 8vo. — Mackenzie. 

1806 (Dec. 21 ).-About ten o'clock on the morning, one of the arches 
of Haydon bridge, about .ninety-five feet in span, which had long 
shewn evident signs of weakness and decay, fell with a tremendous 
crash, just at the time a number of people were passing to church* 
One unfortunate man sunk with the ruins to the depth of forty feet, 
but was taken out alive with a broken thigh bone, and otherwise 
much bruised. — Local Papers 

December 25. — A furious storm of wind from the west was experi- 
enced in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. About noon, accompanied 
with rain, it became an absolute hurricane, in some places breaking 
down trees, in others tearing them up by the roots. In Newcastle, 
the massy boards composing the butcher s stalls in the old flesh 
market, were blown about in every direction ; and the wood work of 
the vicarage pump, in Westgate-street, was torn away. Several 
stacks of chimneys fell ; one in the Spital, broke through the roof of 
a house into the apartments. At Acomb, near Hexham, a spark was 
blown from a chimney, and set a stack on fire. The violence of the 
wind baffled every effort to extinguish the flames, all the stacks in 
the yard were burnt, and unfortunately the fire extended to the 
neighbouring cottages, about ten of which were reduced to ashes. 
The great circular west window in the tower of Shields church was 
blown in, during the time of administering the holy sacrament ; and 
the organ, standing near the window was in imminent danger of 
being overturned. Many houses in Dockwray-square were damaged 
in their roofs, and one man nearly killed by the falling of a stack of 
chimneys. — Ibid. 

December. — Bishopwearmouth church being much too small to 
contain the increased population of the place, and having become 
ruinous, the parishioners came to a resolution of re-buildiug it. It 
is raised on the old foundations. The chancel was opened for divine 
service in 1808, and the whole work finished in 1810. At the same 
time a new burial ground was purchased, and, being enlarged by 
a parcel of the bishop'*s waste, was consecrated August .9th, 1810. — 
Surtees. 

The church of Long-Newton, nn the county of Durham, was, this 
year, almost wholly re-built. — Ibid. 

This year, the church of Redmarshall, in the county of Durham, 
was repaired, and the lead removed. — Ibid. 

This year the tolbooth and shambles at Barnard-castle, were re- 
moved, and the ground on which they stood added to the market- 
place. The market-cross, now called the town-hall, was at the same 
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time fitted up with a oommodious room in the upper part, for holding 
the courts of the earl of Darlington, the monthly meetings of the 
tnagiatratea, and other buainess of the township. Two shot-holea in 
the vane record the dexterity of one of the Barnard Castle volunteers, 
named Taylor, and Cruddas, game-keeper to the earl of Strathmore. 
This feat occurred in 1804 ; and they fired from oppoeite the door of 
the Turk's Head, in the Market-place, at more than one hundred 
yards distance from the town-hall.—^, Gihgon's.MS., ^c. 



1806. The Scotch church, North Sunderland, founded. The 

register of births extending from 1806, to 1838. — Rep. of Pari. Com. 

1807 (Feb. 28), — The new butcher market, on the south side of 
the High bridge, Newcastle, was opened for business. — Local Papers. 

February. — The famous Durham ox was slaughtered. He was 
bred by Mr. Charles Colling, at Ketton, in 1796, and was supposed 
to weigh one hundred and sixty eight stones, when exhibited as a 
show in 1801, by Mr. Bulmer, who purchased him for oP140., and in 
the same year sold him to Mr, John Day, for ^250, Thia enormous 
animal, for which £2,000 was refused by Day, was exhibited for 
nearly six years in all parts of England and Scotland. When slaugh- 
tered he weighed two hundred and twenty stones. — -Guide to DinadaU. 

March 11. — As a loaded coal cart, with two horses, were being 
backed to the door of a house near the top of the steps, leading 
from St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle ; the cart, coals, horses, 
and man, were precipitated in a moment into Dean-street, a fall of 
not less than thirty feet, without receiving any material injury. — 
Local Pofert. 

March. — A woman named Hodgson, was at this period, residing in 
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a cottage on the Beaufront estate, near Hexham, at the great age of 
105, years ; in the full possession of her faculties, and in perfectly 
good health. — Local Papers. 

1807 (April 8). — Died, at North Shields, Margaret Glanton, aged 
100 years. — Hid. 

April 30. — ^About one o'^clock in the morning, a fire broke out 
in the steam corn mill, belonging to Mr. John Crawford, near the 
high end of North Shields, which totally destroyed the same, as well 
as a small house on the opposite side of the street. The damage was 
estimated at <£'5,000. — Ihid, 

This month, died at a village near Liverpool, the rev. George 
Walker, F. R. S., professor of Theology at the new college, and 
president of the philosophical and literary society of Manchester. 
Mr. Walker was bom at Newcastle, in the year 1735. — Ihid. 

May 1. — A tremendous thunder storm visited Newcastle and its 
neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered the dwelling-house of 
Mr. Jopling, marble mason, in Pilgrim-street, and did considerable 
damage to the rooms and to the furniture. Providentially no person 
was hurt, although Mrs. J. and several children were in a small room 
through which the lightning passed. A horse was killed at Hebburn, 
in a stable. A man standing on a pit heap, near the shaft of Urpeth 
colliery, had both his shoes torn from his feet, without receiving any 
personal hurt whatever. Great damage was also done in other parts 
of the country. — Ibid. 

Died, this year, at Bichardson^s stead, near Berwick, Ann Fer- 
guson, pauper, 107. She never used spectacles, and till within a 
year of her death, washed and mended her own clothes. — Mon. Mag. 
May 5. — Was established "The South Shields Public Subscrip- 
tion Brewery,'^ being, as is believed, the first joint stock establish- 
ment in the north of England. The capital of the company was 
<£'10,000, divided into five hundred shares of £2Q. each. — Deed of 
Settlement. 

June 21. — A remarkable large eel, measuring 35 inches in length, 
7i inches girth over the shoulder, and weighing four pounds, was 
taken out of a small well in the village of Morwick, in Northumber- 
land. The well did not exceed six feet in depth, and scarcely measur- 
ed three feet in diameter, and had no visible communication with any 
river or pond. When first discovered, it was sporting on the sur- 
face of the water. — Local Papers. 

July. — A sparrow built its nest at the top of the main-stay of the 
Gainsborough packet, lying at Newcastle quay, and deposited in it 
five eggs. — Ibid. 

August 11. — Died, in Northumberland-street, Newcastle, Elizabeth 
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Bickett, aged 103 years. Being a water carrier, she for many years 
enjoyed the title of " Qtiem of the Pant'*'' — Local Papers, 

1807 (Sep. 5). — A cold wind from the N. E., accompanied with a 
heavy and incessant rain dming the whole day and night, produced 
so remarkable a swell in the river Tyne, at Newcastle, that next 
morning (Sunday), the beautiful little island, caUed the King's 
meadows, was under water. Large masses of grain in sheaf, (wheat, 
rye, barley and oats,) came floating down, and several coal-keels, 
which put off for the purpose, got their loading with part of the 
wreck. A whole field of oats, the property of Mr. Forster, of New- 
burn-hall, valued at d£^300., was entirely swept away ; and at several 
other places, along the banks of the river, similar losses were sus- 
tained. At Hexham, the united force of the wind and rain tore up 
several trees by the roots ; and the low grounds near the town were 
covered with various descriptions of wreck. In a broad, but confined 
part of the north Tyne, near Haughton castle, the river was observed 
to obtain a rise of at least fifteen feet beyond its usual bounds. — Ibid. 

September 29. — The foundation stone of the new light house, near 
the centre of the front of Dockwray'^s square, North Shields, was 
laid ; at the same time' the corporation of the Trinity house of New- 
castle, contracted with the right honourable lord OoUingwood for 
another piece of ground in the angle of the Low-light quay, for 
another light-house. — Ibid. 

This month, a shark eight feet long, and weighing about three 
hundred pounds, was taken in the fishermen's net« at Whitburn, and 
afterwards taken to Newcastle. When opened, upwards of one hun- 
dred and thirty herrings and other small fish were found in its 
stomach . — Ibid. 

October 7. — Earl Percy arrived at Durham and took up his free- 
dom in the butchers' company, to which he was entitleid by patri- 
mony. The noble earl ordered an elegant dinner at the Wheat sheaf 
for his brethren of the trade. January 1808, a large and elegant 
silver punch bowl, the gift of earl Percy, was presented to the com- 
pany, on which occasion, the company, with several other respectable 
gentlemen, held a meeting at the lord Nelson tavern, for the purpose 
of drinking the health of the noble donor. — Ibid. 

November 10. — The foundation stone of the new church at Wall's 
end was laid in the presence of a numerous and respectable assem- 
blage of spectators. After which, an elegant and appropriate 
address was delivered by the rev. Joseph Ireland. April 27th, 1809, 
this church and burial ground were consecrated by Thomas Burgess, 
D.D., lord bishop of St. David's. A most excellent sermon was 
preached by the rev. Henry Phillpotts, (now bishop of Exeter) after 
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whicli Mr. Shaw aung a beautiful piece of sacred music. The number 
of people present was computed at one thousand five hundred, and 
the services of the day were conducted in a very solemn manner. 
The Wallsend rifle corps hned the passage to the church. — Local 
Papers. 



November 12. — There was a heavy fall of sleet and snow in 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which found its way even through 
solid bnck walls exposed to the direct influence of the wind, and 
many houses were deluged. Almost all the shops and the lower 
stories of the houses on the north side of the Sandhill, and the Close, 
were overflowed from the high banks behind, and much damage was 
done. The cellars and kitohens of the houses in Pandon were fil- 
led, and great loss was esperienoed from the overflowing of the 
Ousebum, The quay, to the extent of one hundred yards, which wa« 
built by Messrs. Hind and Co., was swept away by the current, and 
great damage was done to the houses and warehouses situated on the 
banks of that rivulet. Part of an unfinished house, near the church- 
way. North Shields, was blown down, and a part of the ruins pene- 
trated an adjoining house, but happily no person was injured. The 
snow did not lie very thick in the neighbourhood of Newcastle, but 
westward of Hexham, and in the high lands about Alston, the roads 
were impassable. The storm unhappily proved fatal to Mr. James, 
farmer near Haltwhistle, who was out in the fields on horseback 
looking after his sheep, and was found dead not far from his own 
house, lying on his back, and his horse standing near him. — Ibid. 

November 14. — Died, at Fallowd en-house, in Northumberland, 
in the 79th year of his age, the right honourable Charles earl Grey, 
viscount Howick, and baron Grey de Howick, a general in the army, 
governor of Guernsey, and colonel in the 3rd regiment of dragoons. His 
lordship served at the battle of Minden, and was the only surviving 
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officer who served under general Wolfe at Quebec, to whom he was 
Aid-de-Camp. In 1782, he was made a knight of the Bath, on his 
appointment as commander in chief in America ; but in consequence 
of peace being concluded, he did not proceed thither. He served also 
at the relief of Ostend and Nieuport, in 1793 ; and went, soon after, 
to the West Indies, as commander in chief, with the earl of St. Vin- 
cent, which was followed by the reduction of Martinique, St. Lucie, 
and Guadaloupe. In 1802, he was created baron Grey : and on the 
1st of April, 1806, his lordship was created earl Grey. In addition 
to the honours granted him by his sovereign for his many eminent 
services to his country during his military career, he received the 
thanks of both houses of parliament, and the corporation of London 
presented him with the freedom of the city in a gold hox.-8atirist^ Sfc. 

1807 (Nov. 17). — The officers of the Percy Tenantry Cavalry pre- 
sented their colonel, the right honourable earl Percy, at Alnwick 
castle, with a most magnificent and highly-finished sabre, with a 
Damascus blade, and on the scabbard was embossed in basso relievo, 
on one side, the various armorial bearings of the Percy family; on 
the converse, military trophies under different forms. — Local Papers. 

December 17. — The warehouses attached to the glass-house at 
South Shields, occupied by Messrs. Shortridge, Russell, and Barras, 
were completely destroyed by fire. — Ibid. 

December 27. — Buried, at Bellingham, Northumberland, Edward 
Ooulson, of Haydon-bridge, an eccentric character, and remarkable 
for his athletic and pedestrian feats. — Mem. of E. C. 

December 29. — Three prisoners made their escape from the gaol in 
Newcastle, viz. John Willis, John Blakelock, and David Miller. 
Their effi>rts to break out of confinement had been continued for 
some time previous to their escape, as the north wall, through which 
they retreated, was at least a yard and a quarter in thickness, com- 
posed of immense masses of freestone. So silent and secret were 
their proceedings, that no suspicion was entertained by the gaoler or 
his assistants, and at the usual hour of inspection and locking up by 
the turnkey, on the very evening of their escape, all had the appear- 
ance of being orderly and safe ; their fetters seemed to be as firm as 
when first put upon the prisoners, and no flaw was observed in the 
wall. It appeared that the fragments of the wall, which had been re- 
moved in the intervals of time between the stated visits of the turnkey, 
had been so artfully replaced as to elude detection, and the fetters 
had been cut asunder by implements conveyed to them. The blankets, 
by which they had descended, were found upon a dung-hill below. — 
Local Papers. 

December 30. — ^A stone coffin, about six feet in length, was dug 
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up in tlie old church at Hexham, on the north side of the place where 
the altar haB stood. It had a thick stone cover, but no inscription 
whatever, nor any thing in the inside, excepting the bones of a dove 
entire, and some small pieces of glass, apparently ^t, but much worn 
off. — Man. Mag. 

1807 (Feb). — Died, at CuUercoats, near Tynemouth, John B^nsay, 
mariner, aged 115 years. He served in the capacity of cabin-boy on 
board one of the ships, in sir George Booke's squadron at the taking 
of Gibraltar, in 1704. He retained all his facidties till within a few 
days of his death. — Ihid. 

The Scale or Kale Cross, which stood at the foot of the Side, New- 
castle, was, this year, taken down in order to widen and improve the 
street. It was presented by the corporation to its donor, sir Matthew 
Whiti) Ridley, bart., and was set up in hia grounds at Blagdoo. — 
Local Bee. 



ElDI, NEWCASTLE (leCr?). 

The Wesleyan methodist chapel, North Shields, (parishes of Tyne- 
mouth and Earsdon) founded. The registers of births and baptisms 
632 entries, extending from 1807 to 1837.—-%). of Pari. Com. 

1808 (Jan. 2). — The first number of the Berwick Advertiser news- 
paper, was published by Mr. Henry Bichardson. — Local Bee. 

January 14, — The crews of five boats belonging to Newbigging, 
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Blyth, and Hartiey, and consisting in all of nineteen men, perished in 
a violent storm at sea. One family belonging to Newbigging, and of 
the name of Bobinson, lost their father, three of his sons, and two 
nephews. This accident strongly excited the public sympathy, and 
collections and subscriptions to the amount of <f 1701. were raised for 
the benefit of the families of the sufferers — ^to the judicious distribution 
of which, a committee of gentlemen, of whom the late rev. John 
Smith, vicar of Newcastle, was an active member, paid great and 
meritorious attention. — HodgzwCs Northd. 

1808 (Jan. 19).— Died, Robert Melville, of South Shields, aged 
103 years. He was a member of the Society of Friends. — Local 
Papers. 

January 28. — ^Died, at Lowry's mill, near Bellingham, Mr. William 
Robley, aged upwards of 100 years, 70 of which he lived at Smales- 
mouth, in the same neighbourhood, as farmer and publican, and was 
much esteemed for his jokes and merry catches. — Genfs Mag. 

1808 (March 30). — Died, at an advanced 
age, sir Henry Grey, bart. He was the elder 
brother of the late earl Grey, and uncle to 
the present ; he never was married, and by 
his death earl Grey became possessed of es- 
tates to the value of near d&30,000. per an- 
num, besides a fortune for each of his young- 
er children. Sir Henry left large legacies 
[ ^^iVB^^^ M ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ lordship'^s brethren and sisters, 

and made all his old servants comfortable for 
the remainder of their lives. On the 18th 
of April, sir Henry's remains, in great funeral solemnity, passed 
through Newcastle, for interment in the family vault at Howick. — 
Mon. Mag. 

I ^^VHII^^ March 31. — Died, in Newcastle, in his 

L JM ^TllilB 89th year, Robert Boddam, of Boddam« 

in Northumberland, esq., senior admiral 
of the red. He was the son of Edward 
Boddam of Boddam and Little Houghton, 
esq., by Jane, daughter of Bobert Shelly, 
esq., bom at Bichmond, and a merchant of 
Newcastle upon Tyne. April 24th, 1749, 
Admiral Boddam married Lucy Mary, 
daughter of the honourable admiral Clinton, 
uncle to the earl of Lincoln. She died at 
New York in America, December 9, 1750, aged twenty-two. — Mack- 
enzie's Northd. 
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1808 (April 13). — The first stone of an elegant new hall, in the mar- 
kei-place at Darlington, was laid by Greorge Allan, esq., of Blackwell 
Grange, George Lewis HoUingsworth, esq., and Bichard Hodgson, 
esq., of Darlington, on which occasion a great number of gentlemen 
were assembled. The bells were rung, and there were great rejoicings, 
throughout the day. — Local Papers, 

April 19. — ^Being Easter Tuesday afternoon, the holyday people 
at the Forth, Newcastle, were disturbed in the enjoyment of their 
annual amusements by an affiray of rather a serious nature, between 
some boys and a party of recruits of the Wiltshire militia. The boys, 
according to annual custom, were amusing themselves with a game 
at foot ball in the interior of the Forth, when the soldiers, no doubt 
for the sake of fun, interrupted them in the diversion, by running 
after them and tripping up their heels. The boys being reinforced 
by their friends, and encouraged by another party of military, set 
upon their opponents manfully, and with stones, brick bats, and other 
missiles, kept up such a determined discharge, that they compelled 
their antagonists, though superior in numbers, to seek their safety in 
a precipitate retreat. Luckily the scene of action being near the 
Infirmary, the wounded were conveyed thither. Two men received 
severe, but not dangerous, wounds on the head ; the other accidents 
were mostly slight. — Ihid, 

April 21. — Died, in the workhouse of St. Nicholas' parish, Durham, 
Ann Angus, aged upwards of 100 years. — Ihid. 

April 26. — The new parade ground, in Percy-street, Newcastle, 
was opened for the first time on the evening of the above day, by the 
Newcastle volunteers, who were inspected there by colonel Bawdon. — 
Ibid. 

April 27. — A very alarming fire broke out in the bark-mill 
belonging to Mr. Isaac Richardson, in his tan-yard near the White 
Cross, in Newgate-street, Newcastle, which raged with such violence, 
that in less than half-an-hour the mill fell with a tremendous crash, 
setting fire to four hay-stacks in an adjoining yard, two of which were 
entirely consumed, and the others very much damaged. At the com- 
mencement it seemed to threaten the whole of the buildings in the 
yard and its vicinity with destruction ; but from the great exertions of 
the firemen belonging to the engines of the town, together with the 
assistance of the engine belonging the barracks on the town-moor, 
the flames were happily got under without further damage. There 
was a very large quantity of oil in the premises adjoining the mill, 
which, had the flames once caught, would certainly have laid the 
whole neighbourhood in ashes. The fire, it was ascertained, origin- 
ated through the carelessness of the person who had. charge of the 
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mill. On oarrying some fire to his room on &e previous night, 
he had dropped part of the hot coals amongst the bark, whioh conti- 
nued burning until the morning, when tt burst forth in the greatest 
tvry ima^nable. The loss was estimated at about £2000. No part 
of the property was insured. — Netoc. Papers. 



Houaea at the enlmun lu RicbirdiDa'a Tujud. 

1808 (May 1).— Died, in St. Giles'-gate, Durham, in his 96th year, 
William Cloyd. Among the many eccentric tricks of his youth, he 
once undertook to descend upon a rope from the steeple of St. Giles's 
church to the Bower Banks adjoining, and accomplished it unhurt. 
In 1739 he was with admiral Vernon at the taking of Porto Bello 
and Carthagena. In 1742 he was deprived of his eyesight by light- 
ning upon the African coast ; and after that became famous for dress- 
ing sheeps' feet which proved a very profitable trade to him, and ena- 
bled him to procure his quantum of ale, of which he consumed no small 
quantity. At cards and bowling matches Cloyd was generally one of 
the foremost, and frequently betted very freely. He enjoyed, in gen- 
eral, a very good state of health ; and within the last twenty years 
has been seen to run round the feet of a large stool, turned topsy 
turvy, with bis boots on. About twenty-six years ago, he was at a 
bowling match (m Gilesgate moor, when a violent altercation arose 
about the position of the bowls ; when Cloyd, starting from the 
crowd, cried out, " lead me to the place where the boida are," on his 
arrival there, after groping awhile for the bowls, he cried out, " Any 
body may see that bowl is first." This created a loud laugh, and put 
all the parties in good humour again. About 18 years ago, he re- 
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oeived one of Hetherington'^s benefactions of ten pounds a year to 
blind men, upon which he subsisted till his death. — GmCs. Mag. 

1808 (May 17). — ^Died, John Lord Delaval, of Seaton Delaval, in 
Northumberland, aged 80 years. June 3rd, the corpse passed through 
Newcastle, for London, in great funeral pomp. The coffin was decor- 
ated with heraldic devices &c. — Local Papers. 

yiBy 15. — Sunday, died at Hebbum, the rev. William Glover, 
curate of Jarrow with Heworth ; and on Tuesday following May, 17, 
when the rev. Bichard Bobinson, curate of Boldon, was going to bury 
for him, he suddenly died. — Newc. Cowr. 

This month, in digging into a mound of earth adjoining the south 
side of the ruins of Tynemouth priory, a capacious cemetery, or arched 
tomb, was discovered ; some human bones of a large size, and skulls, 
were found on the floor, a few of them very perfect. It is not known 
that this place has been opened since the dissolution of the priory 
in 1539. During the siege of Tynemouth Castle, by Cromwell, above 
a c^itury after that period king Charles the First^s troops erected 
a battery, a Uttle to the southward of this cemetery ; the site yet 
remains pretty perfect. It appears they had dug out much earth to 
raise the battery, and had left ofSf within six feet of the entrance 
into this cemetery. — Hon. Mag. 

1808 (May). — Died, at Newcastle, Mr. William Temple, weaver, 
many years foreman in Kidd^s sail-cloth manufactory, and latterly 
governor of All Saints^ poor-house. By a close and regular applica- 
tion of the few hours afforded fix>m a laborious occupation, he had 
acquired an astonishing proficiency in most of the eastern languages) 
particulariy the Hebrew, Arabic, and Persian ; with the Greek and 
Latin, and some of the modem languages he was also well acquainted. 
The study of the original scriptures, with their various translations, 
was the object of his unwearied pursuit for a number of years, and 
few possessed equal talents for biblical criticism. With many of the 
peculiarities of a self-taught scholar he enjoyed a remarkable activity 
of mind and strength of understanding. He derived much pleasure 
from directing and assisting the studies of young persons, and not a 
few are indebted to him for his gratuitous instructions. Conscious of 
his own mental acquirements, and the rectitude of his moral princi- 
ples, he indignantly spumed the pride and affectation of the wealthy, 
but the man of talents, or of moral worth, alike shared his friendship 
and assistance. — IHd. 

June 4. — In honour of his majesty''s birth day, the new town's 
clock, placed on the top of the Subscription Library, at North Shields, 
was first set in motion. The ships in the harbour displayed their 
cdours, and immediately on the clock striking twelve, twenty-one guns 
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were fired. Clifford's fort, the Spanish battery, and Tynemouth cas- 
tle, also fired royal salutes. The clock was made by the late ingenious 
John Bolton, of Chester-le-Street. 

At Newcastle, the day was ushered in by peals of bells from the 
several churches. At twelve o'^clock, the Newcastle volunteers were 
farmed upon the Sandhill, and fired three vollies in honour of the day 
In consequence of the 4th of June falling on Saturday, his majesty's 
birth-day was celebrated by the military in the counties of Northum- 
berland and Durham, on the Monday following. On Sunday several 
regbments marched into Newcastle and the neighbourhood, for the 
purpose of being present at the two next days' brigades, and on 
Monday, the troops assembled on the occasion were drawn up in two 
colimms, the one in Ndrthumberland-street and the other in Westgate 
street, and in that order marched to the Town-moor, where they 
were reviewed by lieutenant-general Dundas. The troops were form- 
ed in two lines, under the command of major-general Johnstone; 
the first line comprising the following regiments: four troops of the 
Enniskillen dragoons, the Gibside cavalry, the Axwell Park ditto, 
the Tyne legion ditto, a brigade of artillery, the East York militia, 
the Newcastle volunteer infantry, the North Shields and Tynemouth 
ditto, the Hexham and Gorbridge ditto, the Newcastle associated 
ditto, and the Wallsend rifle corps. The second line consisted of a 
brigade of artillery, the Wiltshire militia, the Sunderland volunteer 
infantry, the Tyne legion ditto, the Gateshead ditto, and the Sunder- 
land volunteer artillery. The two lines together formed upwards of 
5,000 men. The business of the field being over, the troops were 
formed into a colunm of sections, and proceeded to their several 
parades in the town. On Tuesday morning, the two columns were 
ordered to assemble at six o'clock, in order to proceed by different 
routes to Throckley Fell, about eight miles from Newcastle; the 
right column under the command of lieutenant-general Dundas, and 
the left under the command of major-general Johnstone. During 
the march, a brigade of artillery joined the left column at Fenham, 
by which means a communication was kept up between the heads of 
the columns, by the firing of signal guns. The Wallsend rifle corps 
formed the advanced guard of the right colunm, and the Gateshead 
light company of the left column, who were joined by the light com- 
pany of the Wiltshire militia, when the column entered on the Fell. 
The columns arrived at their places of destination within a few min- 
utes of each other, and, as soon as the first was formed, the left 
column took up a position in its rear, ready to advance to its support. 
The ground occupied by the left of the second line was very much 
broken, the men being, for the greater part of the movements, up to 
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their waists in whins. The firing of the first line soon commenced, 
and the second line was ordered to file from the right of companies, 
and advanced to its support; having formed and fired, the second 
line retreated past the first, the retreat being covered by the light 
troops. After having alternately advanced and retreated several 
times, the second line by an escJtellon movement, formed on the left of 
the first, and by that means presented a single line, extendbg upwards 
of a mile and a half. It then fired by companies from centra to flanks, 
by wings, and by battalions. The whole being formed into open co- 
lomn of subdivisions, crossed the Fell, and passed along the east side, 
covered by the Wallsend rifle and Gateshead light company, where 
the line was again formed, and fired by battallions. The line after- 
wards wheeled into open column of sections, and retreated from off the 
Fell, covered as before by the light troops. The whole then proceeded 
on their march to Newcastle, where they arrived about five o^olock. 
The next day the troops were highly complimented in the general 
orders that were issued. — Local Papers. 

1808 (June 20). — Died, at the foot of the Manor chare, Newcastle, 
Mrs. Mary G-raham, aged 104 years. — Ibid. 

About this time, the remains of a fine sudatory were discovered at 
Whitley castle, Northumberland, at its north-east comer, out of 
which issued a clear and plentiful spring. In September, 1810, many 
of Qie pillars of the hypocaustum were standing, covered with large 
thin slabs of freestone, and a strong calcareous cement. — Hodgto^s 
Noiihd. 



CHAPTER IV, 





N the month of June, 1808, James Guy, a 
shepherd, in the service of Mr. Archbold 
of Heton, Northumberland, in the act of 
skinning a cdieep which had died of disease, 
and was at the time in a state of putrescence, 
accidentally cut one of his fingers with the 
knife. The effect of the poisonous matter 
was astonishing. Going home in the evening, 
he complained to his wife " that he had in- 
oculated himself, and he already began to 
feel the bad consequences of it over all that side of his body on which 
the finger was cut.**" At five next morning medical assistance was 
sent for, but no kind of relief could be given; and with such 
rapidity did the mortific matter attack his system, that he became 
a corpse, in the highest degree of putridity, by 11 that day, being 
less than twenty-four hours from the introduction of the matter. 
— Genfs. Mag, 

July 18. — A whale was towed into Shields by a sloop, which found 
it floating near Holy Island. On being cut up, its jaw bones were 
found broken, caused, it is supposed by striking against rocks. — 
Local Papers. 

July 19. — The elegant and commodious Catholic college and semi- 
nary at Ushaw, near Durham, was opened for the reception of 
students, by the ecclesiastics of the ancient English college of Douay. 
The buildings, which are of stone, form a spacious quadrangle. — Hid. 
Same day, died, at North Shields, Mrs. Jane Orean, aged 102 
years. — Ibid. 

July 23. — Died, at Whitfield, in Northmnberland, Mrs. Isabella 
Mandeville, relict of the rev. Richard Mandeville, formerly curate of 
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that parish, aged upwards of 100 years. She had been for some time 
before her death both blind and speechless. — Local Papers, 

1808 (July).— A Jew found a noble of Henry IV., date 1399, 
amongst the rubbish of an old house, then pulling down in North 
Shields' Market-place. It was of pure gold, the impression perfect, 
and weighed 90 grains. — Ibid, 

August 1. — Died, in the Wall-knoll, Newcastle, Mrs. Dorothy 
Tumbull, in the 107th year of her age. She was bom on the 4th of 
July, 1702, in the reign of queen Ann, and until within three days of 
her death, possessed her faculties in an amazing degree. Her mem- 
ory being little impaired, she could relate, with astonishing exactness, 
a variety of events which happened during the rebellion in 1715, and 
almost every subsequent event of any importance. About a month 
before her death, she made herself a petticoat without the aid of spec- 
tacles, when she was heard to observe, that " she had lived to such an 
age^ that Newcastle could not furnish her with a pair to assist her sights 
On the Friday preceding her death, she walked to Low Friar-street, 
where she drank tea with a friend, who lived in the curious old house 
with the ornamented front, but before returning home, she grew very 
low spirited, and seemed conscious of her approaching dissolution ; 
the next day, she was confined to her bed, and on the Monday her 
existence was terminated. — Ibid. 

August 8. — Newcastle and its neighbourhood were visited by one 
of the most awful thunder storms ever remembered. The flashes 
of lightning were terrific in the extreme. The house of Mrs. Bais- 
beck, in Westgate-street, Newcastle, was very much damaged. The 
lightning struck the back part, entered the usual dining-room of the 
family, shivered a door to pieces, and drove the fragments along the 
passage into the front room, tore the plaster off the wall, and dama- 
ged some of the furniture. Several of the bell-wires in the house 
were melted, and a black mark of considerable depth left along the 
walls where they were. Some of the windows were shattered to 
pieces, and a hole was driven through a thick chimney wall, where the 
lightning had struck upon a nail. Mrs. Raisbeck and her daughter 
had a most providential escape, having removed from the room where 
the principal damage occurred a short time before, to avoid the glare 
of the lightning. In the next house, occupied by Mr. Jobling, some 
of the bell-wires were melted, windows broken, and the top of a bed- 
post struck off. A painter at work in the inside of the house, next 
door to Mr. Jobling's, was struck down, but being bled, he recovered. 
Some tiles were taken off Mr. Leighton's house on the opposite side 
of the street, but no other damage was sustained than that caused by 
the torrent of rain which rushed in. Two men at work in the neigh- 
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bouring chapel were thrown against each other by the shock, but not 
much hurt. The house of Mr. Farrington, in the Bigg-market, was 
also struck, and the bell-wires of two rooms and of the staircase melted. 
The common sewer at the head of the Side was so full charged with 
water in consequence of the heavy rain, that the pavement was forced 
up for several yards, and the water issued from the aperture for a 
considerable time, as if thrown from an engine. The lightning struck 
the house of James Losh, esq., at Jesmond, in two places. The fun- 
nel on the top of the library chimney was broken in pieces, thence it 
passed down the chimney into the library, throwing down the soot, 
and singing the hearth-rug. It also entered by a window on the 
stair-head, struck a barometer hanging by the side of the window, 
which it shivered to pieces, passed along all the bell-wires, and went 
round the gilt frame of a large picture in the drawing-room, which it 
completely tarnished, then pierced the wall a little above the chimney- 
piece, and disappeared. A large rent was likewise made in the wall, 
communicating with a closet in the kitchen, the lock of the door for- 
ced off, and two balls of fire appeared to the servants to fall on tha 
kitchen floor, and escape by the door. Fortunately no one was hurt, 
although part of the family were on the stair- head when the barome- 
ter was broken, and the servants were in the kitchen when the fire 
passed through it. Mr. Maddison"'s house, at Birtley, was struck, 
the funnels thrown from the chimneys, several windows with their 
frames torn in pieces, and the coping-stones on the gable end of the 
house carried to a considerable distance. At Lumley, near Chester- 
le-street, the lightning entered the roof of a house, and killed a woman 
in the lower room. Mr. John Sheradon, of Houghton gate, had a 
cow killed in a field near that place. Mr. Kirkup, of Urpeth had 
seven lambs killed near his house. The lightning entered the roof of 
the house of John Cole, at High Chater's-haugh, and forced off the 
head of the clock, and broke it to pieces ; it then went up the chim- 
ney, without doing any further damage. At Dipton, a horse and 
several sheep were killed in the fields. The Seven Stars public-house, 
on Gateshead Fell, was also struck ; some cattle were also killed in 
that direction. Some women in a cart had a narrow escape, as the 
cart was much damaged. A windmill belonging to Mr. Hodgson, on 
the Leazes, near Newcastle, was struck, and two of the wands were 
completely shattered, and a large piece of iron carried to a consider- 
able distance. As the daughter of Mr. Pollock, sign of the rose, 
Half-way-bank, between Shields and Newcastle, was standing at the 
back door, with a comb in her hand, the lightning struck the back of 
the comb, singed it, and curled up some of the teeth, without doing 
the least injury to the girl. A new smelting mill at Derw«nt-heads, 
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near Blanehland, was neariy swept away by the flood, together with 
a considerable quantity of lead ore. — Local Papers. 

1808 (August i). — Thia month, the White-oroea, in Newgate- 
atreet, Newcastle, was carefully taken down, and removed to the 
new butcheivmarket, at the north end of which it waa rebuilt, in a 
lengthened form, for the accommodation of persons attending the 
butter market. The annexed engraving shews the form of the cross 
previous to its removal from Newgate-street. — Local Jtec. 



White Caoss, Newcastle (1608). 

September 1. — Martin O'Bryan was executed at Morpeth, pursuant 
to his sentence, for robbing and cutting the throat of Barbara Weir, 
upon Shields road. — Local Papers. 

September 4. — There were great rejoicings at Newcastle, on the 
arrival of the news that sir Arthur Wellesley (the present duke of 
Wellington) had defeated the French under the command of general 
Junot, at Vimeira, in Portugal, on the Slat of the preceding month. 
This was the first engagement between the English and the French 
on the peninsula. — Hid. 

September 20.— Died, at Berwick, Mrs. Isabella Hounim, aged 
104 years, — Jiid. 

October 6. — Died, near Corbridge, Mrs. Hodgson, aged 105 years. 
—Hid. 

October. — Thia month, aome workmen employed in lowering the 
foot-path, near the north-west porch of Monkwearmouth church, dis- 
covered the effigy of a Benedictine monk in his full habit, the hands 
clasped on the breast. The figure was placed in the chancel of the 
church. — Surteea. 

November 3. — At four oVIock in the afternoon, his Majesty's ship. 
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Bucephalus, was launched from the building yard of Mr. William 
Row, at St. Peter's quay, near Newcastle. She was rated at thirty- 
two guns, but was pierced for fifty-two, and measured 970 tons. An 
inunense concourse of spectators was present at the launch. The 
bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a merry peal in honour of the event. 
November 17, was launched from the same yard, a very handsome 
small ship of war, called the Woodlark. — .Local Papers. 

1808 (Nov. 8). — A dreadful fire took place at East Lilburn, in the 
parish of Eglingham, in Northumberland. As Mr. Brewis's servant 
was going to bed with a candle, about ten o'clock, either from a spark 
from the candle or not extinguishing it, the stable caught fire, and, 
melancholy to relate, ten horses were burnt to death, and the lad 
escaped with difficulty, without his clothes. — Ibid. 

November 13. — ^A new Methodist chapel was opened at Durham, 
for public worship ; the rev. Jabez Bunting, of Sheffield, preached to 
a crowded audience, from Psalm, xx. verse 4. — Ihid. 

November 29. — ^An explosion took place in Harraton colliery, Dur- 
ham, by which unfortunate occurrence four human beings and twenty- 
one horses lost their lives. The coal was set on fire by this explosion, 
and the shafts were tightly scafiblded to exclude the air, for the pur- 
pose of smothering the fire. The pits were opened at the end of 
two months, when the fire in the coal was found to be extinguished ; 
but, to the astonishment of every body, a pony was found alive, and 
in high condition. This pony had a trick of slipping his halter, and 
wandering about the workings. The explosion happened just after 
the men had finished their day's work, and the horses, twenty-two in 
number, had been tied up in the stables. It was supposed that this 
pony had slipped his halter, and gone upon his rambles as usual, as 
all the remaining twenty-one horses were killed in the stables by the 
explosion. It would seem that the life of this pony had been preser- 
ved by the fresh air which was sent up in the rise part of the work- 
ings, and he had lived upon the forage of his dead companions. He 
survived the accident many years. — Ihid. 

December 15. — ^A terrible fire broke out betwixt one and two 
o'clock on the morning of this day, in a kitchen, under the shop and 
parlour of Greorge Carr, tallow-chandler, Hexham, which threatened 
destruction to a vast pile of buildings, and it was not known to the 
family above, until they were almost suflbcated. Mrs. Carr, Miss 
Bobson, and three of the childen, threw themselves from the window 
of the room above the parlour, with very little injury. Two other 
children nearly suffocated, were taken from an upper room, by Mr. 
James Meston. The fire was occasioned, it was supposed, by a spark 
falling upon some linen upon a clothes horse. — Ihid. 
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1808 (Dec. 22). — A very alarming fire took place in the mansion of 
Oharles John Brandling, esq., at Crosforth, exactly at the moment of 
the family sitting down to dinner, which was occasioned by the care- 
less manner of joiners, in the erection of buildings, driving wooden 
plugs into the walla of the chimneys, for the purpose of fixing their 
joiner-work. In this case, the wooden plugs, to which the joiner- 
work of the elegant saloon wae fixed, took fire, from the heated 
chimney of the library. However, the devouring element was happily 
discovered in time, and fortunately extinguished by the active exer- 
tions of the family and domestics, before any considerable damage waa 
sustained. — Local Pofem. 

December 24. — Being Christmaa eve, the clock which graces the 
tower of Durham cathedral first began to chime the quarters. It is 
the workmanship of the late ingenious John Bolton, and is put in mo- 
tion by a clock which stands upon the ground fioor, at a distance of 
above three hundred feet. This last, which wae placed there by 
Dean Hunt and the chapter, in the year TC'52, is a very el^ant and 
curious piece of mechanism. It exhibits a view of the plunets and 
their motions, and shewa the variations of the moon ; it points out 
the day of the month, and the moon^s age, with several other curious 
exhibitions . — Ibid. 

1808. — Nearly the whole of the old castle of Ravensworth, Durham, 
was taken down, and the present splendid mansion was begun on a 
plan furnished by Nash ; the stile of the building is a selection from 
the castle architecture of various periods, not, however, too remote 
to be brought into contact ; the various towers and facades produce 
pleasing combinations in every point of view, and the outline against 
the sky is extremely good. The castle has three fronts, north, south, 
and west ; the eastern side is closed in by offices, and by rising plan- 
tations, destined to exclude the view of G-ateshead Fell ; two of the 
old towers are incorporated with the offices. On the private road 
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near the castle there is a cross, a plain shaft and pedestal. The 
common tradition is, that when Newcastle in the reign of Elizabeth 
was infected with the plague, the country people left their provisions 
at this place for the supply of the town. — Local Bee. 

1808. — A school on the Madras system was established at Wear- 
mouth, imder the personal direction of Dr. Bell, and a neat school- 
house, with two seperate rooms for the boys and girls, was built by 
subscription, opposite to the west end of the church. The whole ex- 
pense amounted to about o&500. — Ibid. 

This year, in breaking up a freestone quarry, near Bamborough, 
where the ground seemingly had never been opened before, a vast 
quantity of the horns of deer (supposed to be red) were found buried 
full four feet under a solid body of earth. Most of them, when ex- 
posed to the air, mouldered and fell in pieces, except two, which were 
in high preservation. They were each about three feet long, and all 
their ramifications quite entire. They were carefuDy suspended in 
Bamborough castle as curiosities. In digging them up, it appeared 
that whole carcases had been entombed there, for the skulls of some 
of them were not severed from the horns, and even an offensive smell 
arose from the soil in which they were buried.— /Wrf. 

This year, died, at Berwick, John Ohisholm, aged 74 years. He 
had served under general Wolfe at Quebec, and was reckoned one of 
the best swordsmen in the army. On his retirement from the army, 
he became a Chelsea pensioner. It was believed that he was heir-at- 
law to a large property. Though, like Dancer and Elwes, he was 
continually employed in picking up pieces of rope, stick, &c. in the 
streets, upwards of five hundred guineas in gold were found secreted 
in various parts of his house. — Ibid, 

Robert Sanderson, who also served under general Wolfe, died at 
Ford, in Northumberland, August 7th, 1807, aged 85 years. As 
Ghisholm was a good swordsman, so Sanderson was famous as a 
marksman, and he is generally understood to have been the man who 
shot the French conunander, general Montcalm. He was orderly 
Serjeant to Wolfe, and is the figure represented in the print of the 
death of Wolfe, as supporting the general after he received his death 
wound. — Ibid. 

1808. — Chapter-row chapel (Wesleyan Methodist), South Shields, 
(parish of Jarrow), Durham, founded. The register of births and 
baptisms 82 entries, extends from 1823 to 1837. The chapel was built 
by subscription, and was opened February 26, 1809, by the rev. Dan. 
Isaac, who preached to a crowded audience.-jB^. of Pari. Com.^ Sfc. 

The Independent chapel Staindrop, founded. The register of births 
and baptisms 57 entries, extends from 1806 to 1837. — Ibid. 
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1808. — Swedenborgian chapel, Percy -street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne^ 
founded. The register of bu*ths and baptisms, 263 entries, extending 
from 1808 to 1837.—^. of Part Cm.. 

1809 (Feb. 10). — ^As some workmen were digging the foundation dT 
a new waggon-way through the estate of John Stafford, esq. of 
White-house, near Newcastle, an immense quantity of very valuable 
and ancient coins of gold, silver, and copper were discovered — Lwal 
Papers. 

March 8. — Died, at Washington Wood, Sarah Hudson, aged 101 
years. — Ibid. 

April 16. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Pattinson, aged 
104 years. He enjoyed all his faculties till within a few days of his 
death, particularly his eye-sight, as he could read the smallest print 
without glasses.— iSiflJ. 

May 11. — Being Ascension-day, a terrible accident happened as 
the barges passed up the river, on board of the Hartford, lying at 
Newcastle quay. Thomas Heron, the mate, having fired a gun in 
salute, was reloading it without spunging, when the charge took fire, 
and blew him overboard. A finger was left on deck, and, from the 
circumstance of his hat being much cut, it was supposed that his head 
had been blown off. — Ibid. 

May 15. — The inhabitants of Alnwick and its vicinity were grati- 
fied by the completion of an undertaking hitherto unattempted in that 
quarter, viz. the delivering of coals at Alnwick, from Shilbottle col- 
liery, by waggons conveyed along a metal railroad. — Mim. Mag. 

May 17. — The opening of the waggon-way from Bewicke main to 
the river Tyne took place, on which occasion every road leading to it 
was crowded with passengers at an early hour, and before eleven 
o'^clock, about ten thousand people were assembled. About this time, 
four waggons of small coals were brought up the first plane by the 
steam-engine, to the great admiration of the spectators ; but owing 
to some unexplained circumstance, the four waggons of best coals in- 
tended for the Tyne, did not start till a much later hour. As soon 
as the waggons reached the summit of the second and highest plane, 
up which they went with surprising velocity and regularity, the British 
flag was hoisted at Ayton cottage ; and the event was announced by 
a discharge of six pieces of cannon, which were answered by an equal 
number from the Ann and Isabella, his majesty'*s armed ship on the 
Tyne, and from Deptford-house, the residence of Mr. Cooke. Im- 
mediately on the waggons reaching the first plane, about four hun- 
dred gentlemen sat down to dinner, in a tent fitted up for the occasin. 
An excellent military band attended. In the evening, in order to 
prove the excellence of the level railway, six men, without horses, 
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took with the greatest ease four laden waggons, with each ten men 
on the top, from Ayton cottage to the Tyne ; and the first coals being 
put on board the Ann and Isabella, the discharges of artillery were 
repeated. — Local Papers. 

1809. — This year, the greater part of the foundations of Horton 
castle, near Sighill, Northumberland, were rased and the ramparts 
levelled into \i% moat. It dates its origin as early as the time of 
Henry III. It was of considerable importance and defended by a 
double moat and rampart. — Hodgson's Northd. 

In the spring of this year, as some workmen w^re levelling a piece 
of ground on an allotment of Aydon common, in Northumberland, 
belonging to Mr. Bulman of Newcastle, they foimd an urn with the 
mouth downwards, which would hold about four gallons, having a 
smaller one within it, with the mouth also downwards, and which 
contained a quantity of small bones, which crumbled to pieces on 
being removed. — Local Papers. 

May 30. — The society of Arts presented to Mr. Luke Olennell, a 
native of Morpeth, and who had been a pupil to Mr. Thomas Bewick, 
of Newcastle, a medal, for an engraving on wood of the Highland 
society's diploma. May 27th, 1806, Mr. Clennell was presented by 
the same society with the gold pallet, for an engraving on wood of a 
battle. — Ihid. 

June 9. — The drying-house of Mrs. Cook at Athelstone abbey 
paper-mill, near Barnard-castle, was discovered to be on fire. She 
and her two daughters, in endeavouring to remove what paper they 
could, were soon enveloped in flames. The neighbouring farmers, 
after the alarm was given, were obhged to break in the shutters, and 
with much difficulty got them out of the place from the top windows. 
Mrs. Cook was carried down apparently hfeless, and expired the next 
day ; the eldest daughter leaped out of one of the windows, but was 
so much burnt that her life was despaired of ; the other was carried 
down in the same manner as her mother, nearly suffocated. — Ibid. 

July 31 . — A grand masonic procession took place from the Grranby 
lodge-room, in old Elvet, Durham, at half-past eleven o^'clock in the 
forenoon, for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the county 
courts, new gaol, &c., in that city. It was performed by sir H. V. 
Tempest, bart., P.G.M. pro tern, assissted by R. J. Lambton, P.G.M., 
and the officers and brethren of the provincial grand lodge of the 
county, in presence of the lord bishop of Durham, the magistrates, 
clergy, and gentry of the county, and the corporation of the city. 
When the masonic procession were in the street, they were honoured 
with a salute from colonel Shipperdson and the Durham volunteers, 
who were drawn out to join them ; and the bishop of Durham, magis- 
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trates, &o., joined in the procession soon after. When the front of 
the procession arrived at the ground, the volunteers filed off, and 
formed three sides of a square to keep the ground. When the grand 
master arrived in the trench, he, with the provincial officers, formed 
on three sides of the stone, and the bishop, magistrates, &c., at a 
little distance on the fourth side. The bishop then deposited gold, 
silver, and copper coins of the reign of king George III., in a chamber 
in the stone, which was covered by a plate, with a suitable inscrip- 
tion. The masonic ceremony of laying the stone having been gone 
through, the volunteers saluted, the band playing " God Save the 
King,'''' The procession then proceeded to the Assembly rooms, in 
the Bailey, where the bishop took his leave, and the company sat 
down to an excellent dinner. The county courts were opened August 
14th, 181 1 . The prisoners were not removed from the old gaol and 
house of correction till August 3rd, 1819. — Surtees. 

1809. — This year, during the month of August in which Stockton 
races are held, the race course was so much flooded by the river, that, 
in some places, the horses ran belly deep in water. The course, which 
is considered a very good one, is a mile in circuit. The races here 
were discontinued from 1815 to 1825 ; and, though revived and carri- 
ed on regularly since the latter date, they are not well attended. — 
Mackenzie and Bobs' Dur, 

Augiist 1. — A violent thunder storm, accompanied with rain and 
hail, took place at Alnwick ; the electric fluid entered the house of 
Major Castles, and shivered a bed-stead to pieces, tore the wall in 
several places, and completely demolished the bell- wires ; a servant 
maid was in the bed-room, but escaped unhurt ; it left such a sul- 
phiureous smell in the house that they could scarcely breathe in it for 
some time. — Local Papers, 

August 3. — Newcastle was visited by a most awful storm of thunder 
and lightning, accompanied by a torrent of rain, and a great quantity 
of hail. During the whole afternoon, which was very close and sultry, 
distant thunder was heard in the south east ; about half past five, 
the storm reached that place, and continued about an hour, during 
which time the flashes of lightning followed each other in awful and 
rapid succession, with such tremendous thunder, as threatened to 
disolve the town, and 

" Leave not a wreck behind ! " 
The deluge of rain and hail that fell, speedily inundated the streets, 
and must have caused considerable damage in the lower parts of the 
town. The injury done by lightning was very great, as will appear by 
the following particulars : — A ball of electric matter entered the house 
of Mr. D. Sutton, in PrinceVstreet. It first struck the chimney top, 
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which it threw down, partly into the street, and partly into the house. 
It then followed the direction of the chinmey into the sitting parlour, 
in which were eight persons, dashed part of the tea equipage upon 
the floor, shivered the book-case, and, proceeding towards the door, 
which was fortunately open, burst with a dreadful explosion, followed 
by, six small ones, but, fortunately, injured no person seriously. Two 
ladies were slightly struck, one on the side of her head, and the 
other's mit was singed, and her arm slightly affected ; a gentleman of 
the party was also slightly struck in the face. The electric fluid then 
commimicated with the bell-wires, which it melted all over the house, 
following them from room to room, in an upward direction, tearing up 
the floors, &c. in its passage ; it broke the glass of a clock, and stop- 
ped it, shivered three bed poles, and finally passed out at the upper 
part of the house. In the different rooms twenty-one squares of glass 
were broken and forced outwards, and in one of the rooms Mr. Sut- 
ton had a most providential escape, being there with the intention of 
shutting a window at the time it was struck. The effect produced 
on the bell wires was beautiful beyond description. Immediately 
after the explosion, the sitting room was filled with smoke, attended 
with such a strong smell of sulphur, as rendered it dangerous 
to remain in the room. The door jamb of the adjoining house was 
also torn off. The lightning also struck down a chimney and entered 
the roof of Mr. Humble's dwelling-house, near the Forth, and at the 
same time shattered one of the pillars of the front door, communica- 
ting with and destroying all the wires of the bells in the first and 
second stories ; shattered the stock of a gun in the kitchen, also the 
window shutters of three rooms, singeing the paper, and tossing 
about the lime from the tops of the windows wherever the bell-wires 
communicated ; then bursting out of the back-staircase window, with a 
dreadful explosion, similar to the discharge of a cannon, and filling 
the different rooms with black sulphureous smoke. Providentially 
none of the family were materially hurt. Mrs. Humble was deprived 
of her hearing for a few minutes, and experienced a numbness in one 
arm ; one of the servants was slightly scorched in her hand. Mrs. 
Hawks' house, near Jesmond, was struck ; and the works of a gold 
watch, which was hanging up in one of the rooms, were melted, and 
considerable damage done to the walls, pictures, &;c. The lightning 
set a bark mill near St. Andrew's church, on fire, but fortunately it 
was extinguished without much damage, except to the wands and one 
beam. On the same day the house of Mr. Usha, at Preston, near 
North Shields, suffered materially by the lightning, which entered the 
chinmey, and made its way to a front room on the ground floor, where 
it damaged some of the furniture ; it then broke the partition betwixt 
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the room and &e kitchen, where it struck one of Mr. Uaha''8 daugh- 
ters to the ground, and severely bnmt her neck and arms ; it then 
shattered another partitJon, in its course to a back kitchen, whence it 
forced ite way out of the house through a strong wall, which it consi- 
derably rent and damaged. A lamb was struck dead, amongst many 
others, belonging to a butcher at North Shields. — Local Papert. 



LNDREir'a CHDKCB-YAIIII (ISU). 

1809 (Aug. 12). — One of the heaviest showers of rain ever remem- 
bered fell in Newcastle, and its neighbourhood. It continued with 
little iDtermiasion for the spaue of six hours, with such violence, that 
every brook and rivulet were swollen to a most alarming height. The 
small stream of water, which runs through Pandon, in that town, 
overflowed its banks, and innundating most of the houses in new 
Pandon street, and the Stock bridge, to the depth of three or four 
feet of water. A boy, named George Innis, about five years old, son 
of George Innis, smith, Pandon-gate had a most miraculous escape. 
Whilst amusing himself along with several other children, with 
wading in the water near the mustard-mill, at the foot of Pandon 
dean, he ventured too far into the stream, and was swept away, 
by the impetuosity of the current. Near the place from whence he 
was taken away, the water entered an enclosed conduit, through which 
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he waa carried for the space of three hundred yards, and precipitated 
with great fury down a fall of sixteen feet in the midst of its course. 
At the extremity of the conduit, he was most providentially perceived 
by a man, who, at the imminent hazard oi his own life, sprang into 
the water, and succeeded in rescuing him from his perilous situation ; 
and such was the rapidity bf the current, that it was with great 
difficulty the man was prevented from being borne away by it. The 
boy, when first taken out, exhibited very little appearance of anima- 
tion, but in a short time he came to himself, having received only 
some bruises. At four o^clock the same afternoon, a short but severe 
thtmder storm passed over that town. A msm of the name of Hen- 
derson, of Angerton moor, who had run for shelter into a shed at the 
Cowgate on the town-moor, was, together with four horses, struck 
dead by the lightning. It was somewhat remarkable, that the hat of 
the deceased was torn from his head, and forced upwards with such 
force, as to be closely jambed in the crevice, of two boards which were 
placed inmiediately over the plaee where he had been standing. 
Another man and a boy, and two other horses, in the same place at 
the time, were also struck down, but afterwards recovered. Several 
cows and horses at the fair, at that time holding on the Gowhill, 
were sorched by the lightning. A man named Liddell, servant to 
Mr. Freeman, near West Jesmond, in endeavouring to cross the Ouse- 
bum, near that place, with a horse, was unfortunately drowned ; the 
horse was saved. — Local Papers. 

1809 (Aug. 16). — Lord Barnard, the eldest son of the earl of Daiv 
lington, attained the age of 21 years, upon which occasion, a plentiful 
dinner was provided at Raby castle, for his lordship^'s tenantry. The 
park guns were fired at one o'clock, and a ball was given to the ten- 
ants' wives and daughters in the evening. An ox was roasted whole 
at Darlington, and distributed with plenty of bread and ale to the 
populace; another was roasted and distributed in like manner at 
Piersebridge ; a third at Staindrop ; a fourth at Cockfield ; a fifth at 
Barnard-castle, and a sixth at Middleton-in-Teesdale, at all of which 
places, there were great rejoicings. — Ibid. 

August 19. — John Boyd was executed at Morpeth, pursuant to 
his sentence, for a forgery on the Durham bank. He was taken to 
the place of execution in a chaise, handsomely dressed in a suit of 
black, with black silk stockings, in which attire, at his own request, 
he was deposited in the earth. This unfortimate young man, who 
was only twenty one years of age, had very respectable connexions in 
Ireland, but had assumed a false name, that this history of his guilt 
might never reach the knowledge of his friends and relatives. — Ibid. 

September 12. — While Alexander Blackett, keelman, was sitting 
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on the edge of the quay at Newcafitle, with a child in his arms, he 
was seized with a fit, fell into the river, and was drowned. He had 
the presence of mind to throw the child from him on to the quay, 
whose life was thereby saved. — GmCs. Mag. 

1809 (Sep. 14). — An explosion took place in Killingworth colliery, 
by which unfortunate occurrence twelve human beings lost their lives. 
— Local Papers, 

September 15. — Mr. J. Storey, of Oambois, near Blyth, who had 
been fishing at sea for his amusement, returned at the dusk in the 
evening, and immediately proceeded home to announce his arrival to 
his family, when his two daughters, one aged 14, the other 22 years, 
proposed to accompany him to the shore, in order to assist in securing 
the boat. The eldest daughter and father proceeded towards the 
boat, while the youngest staid at a distance with the light, which 
suddenly disappearing, the other sister went to ascertain the cause, 
when, melancholy to relate, the wretched father never beheld them 
again in existence. It is supposed that they had got on a quicksand at 
the edge of the river, and sank. The eldest was found floating at sea 
on the following day, and the other along the shore. October 25th, 
the unhappy parent, in a fit of despondency for the loss of his daugh- 
ters, terminated his life by throwing himself into the river with a 
large stone tied about his waist. He left a widow and six children. — 
Ihid, 

October 17. — Mr. Sinton, of the Shield-field mill, near Newcastle, 
having stopped the mill and ascended the wands to adjust the sail, 
the brake suddenly gave way, and he was carried round upon the 
wand with great velocity for near a quarter of an hour. His distress- 
ing situation being perceived by the men of Pandon dean mill, assist^ 
ance was immediately sent, and he was rescued from his perilous 
situation without having received any bodily injury ; it was, however, 
a considerable time before he recovered his recollection. — Ihid. 

October 25. — The jubilee, on his majesty''s (king George III.) 
entrance into the 50th year of his reign, was celebrated in Newcastle 
by public rejoicings, and acts of munificence and liberality ; — ^it having 
been ascertained that it would be more grateful to the feelings, not 
only of the monarch, but also of the subject, that in lieu of an illum- 
ination, a collection should be made for the foundation of a public 
school, upon the plan of Mr. Lancaster and Dr. Bell, several respectable 
persons obligingly undertook to wait upon the inhabitants on the two 
preceding days for their contributions, when upwards of d£*600. were 
collected. By another subscription, commenced among the ladies and 
gentlemen, ten prisoners were liberated from the gaol. To this last 
the corporation subscribed 50 guineas, and the members of parlia- 
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ment for the town 30 guineas, making in all ^186. 178. fid. Tho 
day was ushered In by the ringing of belle, the flag was hoisted on 
the castle, flags were also displayed upon some of the churches, and 
also by the ships in the river. The Union society of change-ringers 
rang in St. Nicholas* belfry a complete peal of Holt's grandsire triples, 
consisting of five thousand and forty changes, in three hours and nine- 
teen minutes. The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry, under 
the command of sir Matthew White Bidley, bart., marched to St. 
Nicholas'' church, as did also the West Suffolk, the Royal artillery. 



and the 6th dragoons ; the mayor and m^istrates attended divine 
service, also lieutenant-general Dundas and his staff; an excellent 
sermon, from the 3rd chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the Hebrews, 
part of the 4th verse, was preached by the rev. John Smith, A.M., 
vicar; after which the above mentioned corps, with the Newcastle 
Tolunteera, and South Tyne legion, proceeded to the town-moor, wher» 
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they were drawn up in line, and after the artillery bad fired a royal 
salute of twenty-one guns, made three excellent voUies in honour dT 
the day ; they then marched past lieutenant^neral Dundas. The 
volimteers proceeded to the Sandhill, and fired three voIUes. The 
mayor, the members of the town, the sheriff, lieutenant-general Duih 
das and his stafi^ sir C. M. L. Monok, and about eighty graitlemen, 
dined at Loftus^s; the band of the armed association attended* 
Upwards of five hundred poor persona belonging to the paridi of 
St. Nicholas dined in the yard of the poor house of that pariiA. By 
the hopitality of Major Anderson, and a few other benevol^it bur- 
gesses, the poor members of the Freemea^s hospital, in the Manor 
chare, dined together on the green before the house. The boys and 
girls in each of the charity schools were dined, by order of a party of 
gentlemen, who, aft^ the children had dined, ordered the teachers a 
dinner, and a bottle of wine each. Sir Outhbert Heron, bart., distri- 
buted beef and bread to fifty poor housekeepers in Gallowgate. The 
congregation of the rev. William Turner, in Hanover square, gave to 
each of the poor belonging to that chapel, beef, bread, porter, tea, and 
lump-sugar, to be used at their own houses. Lieutenant^colonel 
Burden presented the officers of the South Tyne legion with a dinner 
at Forster'^s, the Queens's Head inn ; and an elegant cup, of the value 
of 0^120., was presented by ibe non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates of that regiment to their commandant, who provided a dinner 
for them, in a field near West Jesmond. In the evening, there was 
a ball and a supper at the Assembly-rooms, which was numerously 
attended. 

The inhabitants of the city of Durham evinced their attachment to 
their sovereign, by various acts of munificence, extending to their de- 
pendents and inferior's satisfaction and comfort, and expressive of 
their own contentment and happiness. Exclusive of a large sum 
appropriated by the reverend the dean and chapter for the liberation 
of prisoners confined for small debts, a general collection, amounting 
to ^120., was made and distributed to more than one thousand poor 
families. Thomas Wilkinson, of Oswald-house, esq., presented to a 
great number of poor old persons two shillings and sixpence each ; 
upwards of five hundred charity children were also enabled to par- 
ticipate in the general festivity. Besides the masonic, there were 
several select dinner parties. A ball and supper at Al8op''s rooms, 
were most ffishionably and numerously attended. 

The jubilee was celebrated at Alnwick with uncommon festivity 
and joy. An appropriate sermon was preached in the parish church 
by the rev. Mr. Proctor, to a crowded audience ; each freeman and 
freeman'^s widow received one guinea to drink his majesty's health. 
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The chamberlains and council dined at the Black Bull. The Percy 
tenantry were posted upon the extensive ramparts of the castle, and 
the artillery at the battery, and the cavalry, were drawn up on the 
plain before the battery, when three feux de joie^ were fired through- 
out the whole, which had a most beautiful effect. After which, the 
officers dined at the castle with earl Percy, their colonel ; and the 
different companies at the various inns. 

At Berwick, the day was ushered in with the ringing of bells. In 
the forenoon, the mayor and the magistrates attended divine service 
at church, when an appropriate sermon was preached by the rev. Joseph 
Barnes, the vicar. After the service in the church wa& concluded, the 
Forfarshire militia marched from the barracks to the walls, and being 
stationed at proper distances round the fortifications of the town, 
fired three feux de joie^ the cannon firing betwixt each round of the 
infantry, twice seventeen and once sixteen times, making fifty rounds 
in honour of the day. The miUtia having marched into the parade, 
fired three excellent vollies. Colonel Allan, M.P., gave a dinner to 
above six hundred boys, mostly belonging to the schools in the town, 
the masters of which attended. The mayor, magistrates, and a great 
number of gentlemen, dined at the Red Lion inn. In the evening, 
there was a ball at the Assembly-room ; there was also a ball and 
supper at the town-hall (which, with the spire, was illuminated), 
given by colonel Allan, both of which were numerously attended. 
The evening's amusements out of doors concluded with fire-works. 

Every town, and many of the villages within the counties of Dur- 
ham and Northumberland, evinced their joy and gratitude at their 
beloved monarch's lengthened years. — Local Papers^ 4*<?. 

1809 (Nov. 22). — Died, in the Freeman's hospital, in the Manor 
chare, Newcastle, Mary Huntley, aged 102 years. — Ibid, 

This year, died at Wingate grange, in the county of Durham, Mr. 
T. Watson, aged 106 years. — Ibid. 

An act was this year passed for constituting Grateshead Fell a 
separate rectory, and one acre of ground was ordered to be allotted 
to the rector of Gateshead, for the site of a church and church-yard, 
leaving, however, the whole of the original parish united as to the 
joint maintenance of the poor. The foundation stone of a new 
church on Gateshead Fell was laid May 18th, 1824. — Ibid. 

An act was also obtained this year for paving, watching, lighting, 
and cleansing the town of Sunderland ; for removing the market, for 
building a town-hall or market-house, and otherwise improving the 
said town, and for establishing a watch on the river Wear. — Ibid. 

The Bible society for Newcastle-upon-Tyne, which originated in 
the benevolent mind of the late Mr. Charles Newby Wawn, was in- 
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etituted this year. From ita last report (1842) we find that duriog 
the thirty-three years of its establishment it has purchased for the nse 
of its depdt forty-one thousand, eight hundred and eighty-eight Bibles 
and forty-five thousand, three hundred and eighty-two New testft- 
menta, thus puting into circulation eighty-seven thousand, two hun- 
dred and seventy copies of the Holy Scriptures, — J. Fenmci't Col. 



Ota xMouT Hall{1809|. - 

1809. — The Moot-hall, in the Castle-garth, Newcastle, long used 
for the keeping of assize, sessions, and gaol- delivery, for the county 
of Northumberland, was pulled down, when it exhibited a curious 
mixture of Roman, Norman. Gothic, and modem architecture. Its 
eastern wall, which was of vast thickness, appeared to have been the 
wall of the Roman station. It was built of square tessilated ashler 
work, and ranged with a similar wall, whose foundations were shortly 
afterwards discovered in preparing for the erection of the County- 
courts, At the north end of the Moot-hall was a range of low Nor- 
man arches and pilasters, and its roof was supported by two heavy 
pointed arches. This old hall occupied the area before the entrance 
to the present courts. — Mackenzie, ^c. 

A buoy, stationed about two miles to the north-east of Bam- 
borough-castle, in Northumberland, was, in the winter of this year, 
carried away in a violent storm, and found, together with a large 
piece of metal, which served as an anchor, on the sand near Nova- 
Scotia.- — Local Papers. 

This year and the following, Collingwood-street, in Newcastle 
(called after the gallant admiral), was formed, and the houses which 
stood near the nortli porch of St. Nicholas' church, were pulled down, 
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by which a large area, called St. Nicholas** square, is formed in front 
of that elegant structure. — Local Papers. 

1809. — ^Zion chapel, (Methodist new connexion) Sunderland, found- 
ed. The registers of births and baptisms, extending from 1811 to 
1836. — Rep. of Pari. Com. 

At the binding of the colliers, which took place at this time, in 
the month of October, the owners by a previous agreement among 
themselves, but which had not been made known to the men, pro- 
posed that the men should be engaged for a quarter, or a year and a 
quarter, which would bring the binding to the latter end of December, 
or beginning of January, to which the men agreed ; but upon mature 
deliberation they found that they had done wrong, and, accordingly, 
on the 16th of October, ISIO, a meeting of delegates was held at 
Long Benton, when it was resolved by a majority that a strike should 
take place, unless the owners would agree to continue the binding 
from the 18th of October, as usual. This not being complied with, 
the men accordingly struck after that day, and as the delegates from 
the diflTerent collieries held frequent meetings, both in the counties of 
Durham and of Northumberland, they were hunted out by the owners 
and magistrates assissted by the military, and committed to prison 
until the prisons could contain no more. To such an extent were the 
old gaol and house of correction at Durham filled, that for fear of in- 
fection, several were removed to the stables and the stable-yard of the 
bishop of Durham, where they were guarded by the Durham volun- 
teers, and constables, and afterwards by the royal Caermarthenshire 
miUtia. Fresh seizures continued to be made, the number in the 
bishop^s stables amounted to about three hundred. Finding that 
this mode of proceedure only made the matter worse, the rev. W. 
Nesfield, a magistrate, and captain Davis, of the Caermarthenshire 
militia, undertook to compromise the difference. They made appli- 
cation to the prisoners in the bishop'*s stables, whom they consider- 
ed the leading men, but who refused to have anything to do in 
the matter, leaving it entirely to their partners at liberty, who 
settled it by removing the time of binding to the t)i\\ of April, 
as at present. In the course of this strike of about seven weeks, 
several other things were brought forward, particularly the fines for 
deficient measure and foul coals. Mr. Nesfield having pledged him- 
self that these things should be rectified after the pits had again 
commenced working and previous to the binding, he by advertise- 
ment called a meeting of the trade to be held at Chester-le-street on 
the morning of December the 20th, " and that two men from each 
colliery be directed to attend.'" This was objected to by Mr. Mar- 
tindale, the clerk to the coal trade on the river Wear, " lest such 
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meeting should hazard a recurrence of the late disturbances,^' and 
" that the river Wear does not in itself constitute the coal trade, but 
that the rivers Tyne, Hartley, Blyth, and Oowpen, form also a prin- 
cipal part thereof,*" &c. This being also inserted in the papers, with 
Mr. NesfieWs answer to the objections contained therein, he by 
another advertisement dated December the 26th, and addressed " to 
the coal owners of the rivers T}Tie and Wear, and of Hartley, Blyth, 
and Cowpen,*" called a meeting to be held at the same place on the 
3rd of January, 1811, when printed "Proposals for regulating the 
contracts between the coal owners and their pitmen on the rivers Tyne 
and Wear, and of Hartley, Blyth, and Oowpen, submitted to their 
consideration, at a special meeting held at Chester-le-street, on 
Thursday, the 3rd of January, 1811, by the Rev. William Nesfield, 
one of his Majesty^'s Justices of the peace for the county of Durham," 
were agreed to by the coal-owners, and have been the basis of the 
agreements ever since. 

By the words " binding time " is meant the day from which the 
contract is- made in one year until the same day in the next year, 
when it expires. The time when it is made is uncertain — sometimes 
a month or six weeks before the old contract ceases. Previous to 
1810, when there was a great scarcity of pitmen, a bounty called 
" binding money '*' was given, which at some collieries was as high as 
twenty guineas a man, but which is now entirely done away. The 
binding money in 1800 was from 10 to 12 guineas a man. In 1804, 
from 18 to 20 guineas. In 1809, five guineas, and by Mr. NesfieWs 
proposals it was to be the same as in the year preceding. — Local Bee. 

1809 .-On opening a gap in a wall near Bamborough, for the passage 
of carts, a toad, which had been incarcerated in the centre of a wall, 
was found alive and set at liberty. A mason, named George Wilson, 
when building this wall sixteen years before, had wantonly immured 
the animal in a close cavity formed of lime and stone, just sufficient 
to contain it, and which he plastered so closely as seemingly to pre- 
vent the admission of air. When discovered, it seemed at first, as 
must naturally be supposed, in a very torpid state ; but it soon recov 
ered animation and activity ; and as if sensible of the blessings of 
freedom, made its way to a collection of stones, and disappeared. — 
Mac/cenzie, 

At this time the branch road from Heddon-on- the- wall to Hexham 
was formed, and a bridge on the line of the road, was built over 
Whittle-dean, about twelve miles west of Newcastle. It is situate in 
a hollow of the road, and crosses a deep romantic dell through which 
a considerable stream rushes to the Tyne. A large portion of the 
stone used in the erection of this bridge was obtained from the 
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ruins of an old tower, seated on the west bank of the stream, and 
embowered in a thick wood immediately north of the rood, the 
remains of which shew it to have been a stronghold of some impor- 
tance. — MS. Col. 



Whittle Toter, Northumberland (1B42). 

1810 (Jan. 10). — Died, at Alnham, in Northumberland, John 
Rutherford, aged 100 years. He had formerly been a shepherd. — 
Local Papers. 

January 1 6,— Died, within the rules of the King's bench prison, 
London, and was buried on the 23d, in the vault of St. George's 
church, in the borough, Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, esq. This 
Irish fortune kynter, then Mr. Stoney, came to Newcastle, an ensign 
in the 4th regiment of foot, where he had the address to marry Miss 
Newton,* only child of William Newton, of Burnopfield, in the county 
of Durham, esq., with a very large fortune. In 1 770, Ensign Stoney, 
succeeded Mr. Forrest, (promoted to a captaincy) as lieutenant in 
the 4th regiment of foot. After the regiment was disbanded, Mr. 
Stoney retired on half-pay to the seat of his wife's ancestors. His 
wife, after sufiering much cruel treatment, died, leaving no Issue. In 
1777, he married the countess of Strathmore, a most accomplished 
young widow, whose lord had died at Lisbon, leaving her in the pos- 

* November 6th, 1766, wsi married at St. Andrew's church, in Newcastle, b; the 
Eev, Mr. Nathaniel Ellison, Andrew Robinson Stoney, esq., an ensign in the 4th rep- 
ment (Bruden ell's), to Miss Newton, of Westgata Street, an heiress widi a fortune of 
£20,000— iVeiEcaMfe Crturml md NemeaiitU Joanal ofthii date. 
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session of immense property. In consequence of this marriage, he 
assumed the name of Bowes. On the death of sir Walter Blackett, 
this year, he stood a contest for Newcastle, against sir John Trevel- 
yan, bart., but was unsuccessful. In 1780, he served the office of 
high sheriff of Northumberland, and in the month of September the 
same year, was chosen a representative in parliament for Newcastle. 
In 1785, the countess obtained a divorce against her husband for 
cruelty, and in 1787, articles of peace were again exhibited against 
him, in consequence of which, he was finally sentenced to pay a fine 
of dP300. to his majesty, to be confined in the king's bench prison 
for three years, and at the expiration thereof, to find security for 
fourteen years, himself in .£^10,000. and two securities in ^5,000. 
each. The coimtess wrote a very bitter, but just epitaph, which she 
sent to Bowes during his confinement. Bowes was a compound of 
baseness and hypocrisy, and his acts (even when in prison) were of 
the blackest dye. The countess of Strathmore died April 28th, 1800. 
— Local Bee. 

1810 (Jan. 20). — Died, at the Forest Bum, Rothbury, Matthew 
Hall, aged 107 years. — Local Papers. 

January 30. — Died, in the county poor-house, in Gallowgate, New- 
castle, Mary Walker, widow, aged 102 years. — Ihid. 

February. — Previous to digging the foundation for the county 
courts, in Newcastle, it was necessary to remove an enormous mound, 
surrounded by the moot-hall on the north (then removed), and by 
what was called the half moon battery on the south. This vast ac- 
cumulation of ashes. &o. was about thirty-two feet high, above one 
hundred feet in length, and of great breadth. The beginning of this 
month, on digging the foundation, after its removal, several antiquities 
were discovered, which proved this to have been the site of a Roman 
station. When at the depth of five feet from the surface, a well of 
Roman masonry was discovered near the edge of the bank. It is 
near the centre of the present building. To raise it to the desired 
level, a very strong wall in the form of a trapezium, and enclosing 
about ten square yards, had been constructed on frame work, of 
beams of oak, fixed perpendicularly and horizontally in the river bank, 
and filled up within and without with clear blue clay. The beams of 
oak were remarkably fresh, and near the bottom of two of them, 
that were placed perpendicularly, stags'* horns of great size and thick- 
ness were found. Between the fictitious and original bank was a 
thick layer of ferns, grasses, brambles, and twigs of birch and oak, 
firmly matted together. Near the north-east corner of the court- 
house were found two Roman altars, one bearing an illegible inscrip- 
tion, the other plain. There were also large quantities of Roman 
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pottery, two copper coins of Antoninus Pius, and a part of the shaft 
of a Corinthian pillar, richly fluted and of excellent workmanship. 
Near the altars there were found a small axe, a concave stone, bear- 
ing marks of fire, split and with thin flakes of lead in the fissures, 
also fragments of millstones and foundations of walls, firm and im- 
penetrable as the hardest rock. At the bottom of the well were 
found two buckets with their iron chains. — HodgsorCs Northd^ S^c. 

1810 (Feb. 6). — Died, at Barnardcastle, Margaret Gowland, aged 
105 years. — Local Papers. 

February 22 — About two o'clock on the morning, a most tremen- 
dous fire broke out in the steam com and paper mill, on the premises 
of Mr. Harrison, baker, Gateshead. A few minutes after the first dis- 
covery of the calamity, the whole of the mill was completely in flames, 
and the fire had communicated to the adjoining dwelling house of 
Mr. Harrison, where it spread itself with such rapidity, that the 
family had scarce time to save their lives ; happily, however, they all 
escaped unhurt, but of the furniture and other effects of the house, 
not any part was preserved, nor even a single article of wearing ap- 
parel. On the first alarm, the fire bell was rung, and the fire-engines 
hastened to the spot, but before they could be of aiiy use, the dwell- 
ing house of Mr. Harrison was completely destroyed; and the ad- 
joining one occupied by Mr. Anderson, grocer, in such a state of 
conflagration, that it was utterly impossible to prevent it sharing 
the same fate. The fire was, however, prevented from spreading 
farther on that side, and the exertions of the firemen were happily 
attended with such success, that the dwelling house adjoining to Mr. 
Harrison on the other side, and tenanted by Mr. John Marshall, 
printer, was preserved from destruction, and the fire which had com- 
municated to it extinguished. The whole was got under about nine 
o'^clock. Mr. Anderson lost the whole of his furniture, clothes, &c., 
and nearly the contents of his shop. Mr. Marshall also sustained 
a considerable loss by the hasty removal of his stock. The premises 
being contiguous to the river, made the illumination awfully grand 
fi-om Newcastle. There was a very liberal subscription for the 
sufferers. — Ibid. 

February 27. — A grand masonic procession took place at Berwick, 
on the occasion of laying the foundation stone of a new pier for that 
harbour ; the day was ushered in by the ringing of bells, &c. The 
different lodges of freemasons from the neighbouring towns joined that 
of Berwick, assembled on the morning, at the town-hall, along with 
the magistrates, commissioners, and a number of the most respecta- 
ble inhabitants, thence they walked to the church in due order, where 
an excellent sermon was preached on the occasion by the rev. J. 
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Barnes, vioar of Berwick. After service, they proceeded (attended 
by the band, and a guard of the Forfarshire militia, then lying there), 
to lay the foundation atone. After the rev, William Johnstone, of 
Spital, chaplain to the lodge of St. George, had delivered a short 
prayer, the stone in which was deposited a bottle, containing one of 
each of the coins of George III. with several medals, and two plates 
with suitable inscriptions on them, was laid down amidst the acclam- 
ations of an immense concourse of people. When the ceremony, 
which was honoured with a royal salute from the cannon on the ram- 
parts, repeated by the ships in the harbour, which displayed their flags 
on the occasion, was over, the procession returned to the town-faall, 
where the lodge of St. George dined ; the other lodges dined at their 
respective rooms, and the day concluded with the greatest hannony. 
— Local Papers. 

1810 (Feb.) — As the workmen were forming the common sewer 
for a house in Collingwood street, Newcastle, then building for the 
late Mr. John Arnett, tallow chandler, they discovered a fine frag- 
ment of the Roman wall, in which was found a stone hollowed out like 
a mortar, and containing some bones and ashes or red earth. This 
hollow stone was inverted upon a thin stone and formed part of the 
face of the wail. — Ibid. 

The inscription here represented, and found at Oaervorran, was 
this year, built up into the end of the house of Mr. Carrick the 
proprietor of the station. It was subsequently possessed by Mr. Gib- 
son, of Bedesmouth, and now forms one of the many in the colonnade 
of the society of Antiquaries, Newcastle. It is read thus " The first 
cohort of the Batavians made this." The Notitia pla^^s this cohort 
at Procolitia or Carrawbrugh, where also it is mentioned in inscrip- 
tions. — Hodgson. 



CHAPTER V. 



lED, off Minorca, on board the Ville de 
Paris, on the 7th of March, 1810, the day 
after his departure for England, vice-ad- 
mira! lord Oollingwood, bom at Newcastle 
in the year 1750. He was the friend and 
confidant of lord Nelson, and afW the fall 
of that gallant admiral at the battle off 
Cape Trafalgar, admiral Oollingwood com- 
pleted the victory in the moat gallant style, 
for whidi conduct, November 24th, 1805, the freedom of the city of 
London and a eword of two hundred guineas value were voted to him. 
November 2lst the same year, the common council of Newcastle, 
voted him a piece of plate value one hundred and fifty guineas, and 
the master and brethren of the Trinity-house, presented him with tJie 
freedom of that corporation in a gold-box. The Newcastle armed 
associated volunteer infantry voted him a piece of plate, value one 
hundred and twenty-five guineas, for his meritorious conduct on the 
same occasion. It was made in London, and was on elegant silver 
enchased tureen, containing his lordship's arms, mth other emblem- 
atical devices, and an appropriate inscription. May 11th, his lord- 
ship''s remains were interred in St. Paul's cathedraJ. August 6th, 
1812, a fine whole length portrait of his lordship which had been 
voted by the Newcastle volunteers, t-o be placed in the Guildhall of 
that town, was, after an elegant speech, presented by lieutenant col- 
onel Clennell, at the head of the regiment, to the mayor and other 
members of the corporation. The regiment then fired three vollies, 
and the guns on the castle fired a salute. In 1821, a cenotaph by 
Bosei, to the memory of lord Oollingwood, was placed in the nave of 
St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, It is a marble bust of bis lordship, 
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placed upon a pedestal, whereon is recorded his various achievements. 
An engraved portrait is prefixed to his memoirs. Lady OoUingwood 
died September 16th, 1819. — Local Papers, 

1810 (Mar. 15). — A self-acting plane was brought into operation for 
the purpose of conveying coals from Bewicke-main colliery to the Tyne. 
It was constructed and executed under the direction of Samuel Cooke, 
esq., of Ayton-house, one of the owners of the colliery. The length 
of the rope on this plane was sixteen hundred yards, and it was 
made to convey fifty chaldron waggons of coals, at the rate of ten 
miles in one hour. — Ibid. 

March 16. — Died, at Lamesley, in the county of Durham, Mrs. 
Mary Potter, aged 100 years. — Ibid, 

In the spring of this year a part of the south wall of Barnard cas- 
tle fell. It battered in the roof of a house, and a man at work in a 
saw-pit below was providentially preserved by a tree falling across 
it. — Mackenzie and Boss* Dur, 

April 7. — About one o'^clock on the morning, several OuUercoat 
fishermen, launched their boats and went to sea, it being smoother 
than it had been for many days. They got off and examined their 
great lines, where they had left them some time previously. Whilst 
they were thus employed, a heavy storm arose. The alarming sit- 
uation of the boats being seen from Hartley, the Blyth life boat was 
sent for, and promptly obtained, accompanied by numbers of people. 
The wind, about three o''clock in the afternoon, blew strong from 
E.S.E., and the sea very high. The life boat being manned, then 
pulled through the breakers, soon reached the fishing cobles, and 
after taking out the men and much of their gear, the majority unfor- 
tunately agreed to land near Bates'*s Isle, instead of making for Blyth 
or Shields harbours, the former of which they could have reached in 
an hour. In returning and nearing the margin of the tempestuous 
main, one high and ridgy wave broke into the boat, killed or dread- 
fully maimed the steersman and two or three others, stove the boat 
almost to pieces, yet she still floated, her gunwales even with the 
broken water. Another heavy wave following when she was near the 
land and under no command, she struck the ground, splitting nearly 
in two, the cork floated out, and the fragments were entirely dis- 
persed. Only two men out of twenty-seven, escaped to land ; one a 
Swede and the other a seaman named Thomas Lily, belonging to 
Hartley. During the whole of this heart-rending scene, the shore 
was lined with near two thousand people. Amongst the sufferers 
were a father and four sons, named Armstrong ; several left widows 
and large familes. A very liberal subscription was raised in the 
neighbouring towns for the distressed families. — Ibid, 
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1810 (April 15).-Died, at Chester-le-street, 
aged 79, sir Thomas Conyers, bart. He inher- 
ited of this once illustrious family, nothing 
but the title, which expired with him. Such 
is the mutability of human affairs, that this 
man, whose ancestors were lords of Hor- 
den, and inheritors of extensive lands, broke 
stones upon the turnpike ! and was an in- 
mate of the poor-house at Chester-le-street, 
until by the benevolent exertions of the 
late R. Surtees, esq., of Mainsforth, who 
endeavoured^to rouse the attention of the northern gentry in his 
favour, he was removed on the 1st of March, to a situation of ease 
and comfort, which however he was destined to enjoy but a short 
time. — See Genfs Mag. for Dec. 1809, afid Stippt. 

April 23. — This being the day appointed by Simon Temple, esq., 
for opening his new colliery at South Shields, the morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, &c., &c. Eight waggons being 
loaded with the coals, were, about one o^clock, drawn by one horse 
from the pit to the staith, preceded by the band of the East York 
militia, and followed by Mr. Temple, and a long procession of his 
friends, and two associations of shipwrights under their banners. 
Seven of the waggons in succession, were let down by a new inclined 
plane to the deck of the ship Maida, belonging to Mr. Temple, which 
was decorated with colours. The delivery of each was succeeded by 
a general discharge of cannon, and three times three cheers from the 
surrounding multitude. The eighth waggon was given to the families of 
the unfortunate men belonging to South Shields, who were then prison- 
ers in France. The company then proceeded to Hylton castle, where 
one hundred and fifty gentlemen sat down to dinner. The high sheriff 
of Northumberland, the mayor of Newcastle, several of the chapter of 
Durham, and most of the magistrates of the district, were at the table. 
At eight o^clock the ball commenced. At one o'*clock, near four 
hundred ladies and gentlemen sat down to supper ; after which danc- 
ing recommenced and continued till near six, when all retired highly 
pleased with the entertainment and the respectful attention paid to 
them. — Local Papers, 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Mrs, Douglas, in the 101st year of 
her age. — Hid. 

About this time, as sir Carnaby Hagerston's workmen were digging 
in Flodden field, they came to a pit tilled with human bones, and 
which seemed of great extent ; but alarmed at the sight, they immed- 
iately filled up the excavation and proceeded no further. A fine seal, 
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supposed to be Boman, was found here, which was m the possession 
of the late countess Cowper. — Local Papers, 

1810 (May 1). — The lighthouses at North Shields, after being 
rebuilt were first lighted and the tide flag hoisted. — lUd. 

May 9. — The foundation stone of a wall to form a new street 
between Newgate street and Qallowgate, Newcastle, was laid by sir 
Cuthbert Heron, bart., under which he deposited silver and copper 
coins of his majesty George III. This street was afterwards called 
Heron street ; and was much improved in 1824, by pulling down an 
old house which stood across li.—IUd. 

May 21. — A most tremendous storm of thunder and lightning 
visited Felton and the neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered 
the house of Mr. William Cowens, farmer, at east Thirston, it shiv- 
ered to pieces a press-bed standing in the kitchen, and ran along and 
melted the bell-wires attached to three rooms ; in the parlour a 
closet door was split. At this moment Mr. Cowens came in from 
the field, and his dog, which was close behind him, was killed on the 
spot. There was a loaded gun standing in the passage, which 
exploded soon after. When the alarm had a little subsided, it was 
discovered that the rooiiis on the second floor were on fire, and it was 
supposed that the lightning, which had been attracted by the curtain 
rods, had set fire to the window curtains and bed hangings. The 
flames were, however, soon extinguished. A great number of squares 
of glass in the windows were broken, and the roof of the house was 
penetrated in several places, but no person sustained any injury.'— 
Ibid, 

May 24. — The foundation of a new bridge was laid at Thropton, 
near Rothbury. On this occasion, the Coquetdale rangers, and Percy 
tenantry paraded. The rev. Dr. Watson laid the first stone, and 
delivered an appropriate prayer ; as each stone was laid, the volun- 
teers fired a volley. The ceremony being finished, the procession re- 
turned to Thropton, where a large party sat down to dinner, and 
spent the day in the greatest harmony. — Ibid, 

May 29. — The society of Arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Isaac Jopling, senior, of Gateshead, for penetrating into the re- 
motest corners of the North Highlands, discovering variety of mar- 
bles, working the quarries, and bringing (at great labour and ex- 
pense) the produce of these almost inaccessible regions into use. 
The wood cut on the opposite page, by Bewick, represents correctly 
the obverse and reverse of this beautifiil medal, which weighs 1 oz. 
lOdwts. and lOgrs. For an interesting account of the difiiculties 
which Mr. Jopling had to encounter, whilst working the quarries 
in Sutherlandshire, see the "Transactions of the Society of Arts, 
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fee." for 1810, vol. xxviii. p. 59. — Local See. 

1810 (June 1), — Died, at Soutli Shields, Mr. Andrew Bowtnaker, 
aged 103 years. — Local Ft^ert, 

June 4. — The foundatdon stone of the Jubilee school, near the 
Eeelmens^ hospital, on the New-road, Newcastle, was laid by George 
Anderson, esq., in oommemotation of the 60th year of the rdgn of his 
majesty George III., and being also the amuversary of his birth, the 
troops in the garrison, joined by several voluntenr corps, asBembled 
on the town-moor, and fired in honour of the day. March 4th, 
1811, this school was first opened. — Rid. 

June 21. The foundation stone of a new charity school, near the 
church. North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by John Scott, 
esq., one of the magistrates for the county, assisted by William 
Linsklll, Bobert L^g, esqra., and others. The rev. William Harwell, 
then stood upon the stone, and pronounced a benediction suitable to 
the occasion, after which he delivered an el^;ant oration. A brass 
plate, with an inscription, and several coins of the reign of George 
III. were depomted in the stone. — Ibid. 

Same day, died at Jarrow, Mary Wolfe, aged 106 years. — Ibid. 

July 16. — Died at Sunderland, Elizabeth Hall, aged 105 years. 
Her twin brother died about five years before, aged 100 years, and 
het mother lived to the age of 108 years. — Ibid. 

July 23. — The foundation stone of the new courts for the county 
of Northumberland, in the Cacrtle garth, Newcastle, was laid by the 
right honourable earl Percy, as representative of his grace the duke 
of Nortlmmberland. The magistrates and a considerable number 
of gentlemen of Newcastle and the county assembled at the Guild- 
hall, at eleven o'clock, and from thence walked to the site of the 
oonrts. On the arrival of earl Percy and the procession at the site, 
the Percy tenantry and the Newcastle volunteers, who were drawn up 
in a square, presented arms, and a royal salute of twenty-one guns. 
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was fired from the castle. Thomas Clemiell, esq., the ohairman of 
the bench of magistrates of the county then made a neat speech, after 
which he presented the silver trowel to the noble earl, in the name 
of the justices, to lay the foundation of the building. A plate with a 
suitable inscription, and various gold, silver and copper coins of the 
reign of George III. having been deposited in a cavity cut in the 
stone, his lordship proceeded to the masonic part of the ceremony, 
after which, his lordship addressed the audience, and wa« greeted 
with a burst of acclamation. The clerk of the peace, then handed 
to the chairman a letter from his grace the duke of North- 
umberland, inclosing a donation of <f 3,000. towards the erec- 
tion of the building, in aid of the county rates, which, his grace ob- 
served, would fall heavy on the less opulent freeholders. The chair- 
man mounting the stone, and displaying the three bank notes of 
•£1,000. ea^h, explained the purport of the letter, and observed, this 
was another proof of the generosity of the noble house of Percy. 
The gift was received with three times three cheers, and on the pro- 
position of the chairman, the letter and the thanks of the magistrates 
were immediately entered in the archives of the county. Another 
royal salute was fired from the castle, the Newcastle volunteers firing 
a volley after every seventh gun. The procession then returned 
to the Guildhall. In the afternoon, about ninety gentlemen sat 
down to a sumptuous dinner, at the Queen'^s head inn, in Pilgrim 
street, earl Percy in the chair. His lordship gave £50. to the 
workmen employed in building the courts. This and the following 
year, the assizes for the county of Northumberland were held in St. 
Nicholas' church. — Mackenzie, 

1810 (July 26). — Died, at Newcastle, Mrs. Watkins; who on being 
informed that her son wa« fighting in the street, ran thither ; and on 
seeing one of the men fall, exclaimed " O my son !'' and inmiediately 
expired. — Genfs. Mag. 

August 2. — ^A young whale, called a finner, was towed into Sun- 
derland by a Scotch sloop, which picked it up off Holy Island. It 
measured thirty feet in length. — Local Papers. 

August 7. — Whilst an act of parliament was passing for rebuild- 
ing St. Edmund'^s chapel, in Gateshead, which had long been in ruins, 
a new chapel was begun and built by subscription. It was consecra- 
ted by the lord bishop of Durham, on the above day, and an appro- 
priate sermon was preached by the rev. John Gollinson, A. M., rector 
of Gateshead, from 1 Tim. chap. iii. ver. 15. August 7th the fol- 
lowing year, the burial ground of this chapel was consecrated by the 
lord bishop of Durham, and a sermon was again preached on the 
occasion by the rev. John GoUinson, from Genesis, chap, xxiii, ver. 
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2, 3, 4i. The ruins of St. Edmund's chapel were taken down in 
1811, and housee for the three elder brethren were at the same 
time rebuilt a little to the north of the new chapel. — Local Papers. 



OLB Chapel at St. kobumd, GAtefiHEAD (uaS). 

1810 (Aug. 16). — An extraordinary high tide in the river Tyne, 
accompanied with a bobteroua north wind, and a very tempestuous 
sea, swept away about thirty-six yards in length of the outer wall of 
Cliiford's fort, at the east end of North Shields. Some masses of 
stone were carried by the force of the water, near thirty yards from 
the site of the wall. It also tore up and carried away some hun- 
dred tons of earth and gravel to the eastward of the fort, and des- 
troyed the blocks which had been erected for laying down the frame 
of a new ship — lUd. 

August 23. — Died, at Seaham, near Sunderland, after a long 
trying, and very afflictive illness, of a consumption, Joseph Blacket, 
a young man of very distinguished talents, which had for the past two 
years engaged the care and culture of Mr. Pratt, who gives the sub- 
sequent interesting account of him in a Note in " The Lower World," 
a Poem, occasioned by lord Erskiue's Bill for prevention of wanton 
cruelty to animals : " The public are as yet but slightly acquainted 
with the merits of this extraordinary young man ; the only mark of 
his genius, properly before them, being " The Times,'" an Ode on the 
commencement of the year 1S09 ; one of the most important events 
of which, the glorious though unfortunate struggle of the Spanish 
nation for its liberty, furnishing its principal subject. It was how- 
ever, not undistinguished by the professional critics ; and to adopt 
tJie language of one of them, " hailed as possessing many beauties 
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which are not to be found in many of the effusions of a highly cultiva- 
ted muse ; '' and by another, " as a bud promising future excellence, 
when matured by time and experience ; the age of the author being, 
as they (rightly) understood, little more than twenty.*" — Gmf% Mag. 

1810 (Sep. 3). — The remains of a human skeleton were dug up on 
the bank side, near the southern end of Stephenson-street, North 
Shields. An old house had been pulled down near the spot, in order 
to enlarge and beautify the street, and within a few yards of its site* 
the bones were discovered ; a few years before, another skeleton was 
dug up near the same place. It was believed this was the old house 
wherein, in the year 1705, the duke of Argyle, then a resident at 
Ohirton, near North Shields, received so many bruises in a night 
brawl or revel, as occasioned his death shortly thereafter. It was 
occupied by Paphian nymphs, and often resorted to by the noble 
duke. — Local Bee, 

September 18. — The opening of the cut, or canal, made for altering 
the course of the river Tees, between Stockton and Portrack, was 
commenced at Stockton by public rejoicings. The morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells. At half-past seven, three sloops 
decorated with flags, &c. proceeded from Portrack through the canal, 
attended by the volunteer band of music, the custom-house boat, the 
Bredcar life-boat, and a numerous assemblage of pleasm*e-boats, jSz/C; 
several guns were fired from the vessels as each entered into and went 
out of the canal, which were returned by guns placed on the quays 
at Stockton. When the sloops arrived at Stockton, the company's 
flag (most elegantly designed) was taken down from the mast head of 
the sloop which came up first, and conveyed throu^ the street, pre- 
ceded by the band of music, and placed on the top of the cupola on 
the town-hall. At twelve o'clock, the workmen were regaled with 
meat and drink, and at two o'clock, seventy gentlemen sat down in 
the town-hall to dinner, the volunteer band performing. — Ibid. 

October 25. — This being the day which completed the half owitury 
of the reign of his late majesty George III., was celebrated at Aln- . 
wick with great splendour. The day was ushered in by the reveille 
and a morning gun, when the colours were hoisted on the castle, and 
before noon, lord Percy's artillery, wall-piece men, cavalry, and nine 
companies of the rifle corps, upwards of seven hundred and fifty men, 
had marched into the castle, and taken post upon the saluting bat- 
tery, the towers and battlements of the castle ; the other half of his 
lordships corps having assembled on Tyne-side. At one o'clock, a 
feu dejoie was fired by each branch of the corps respectively, mingled 
with the loudest cheers and music. After firing, the volunteers were 
refreshed with cold meat and ale ; they then returned to their quar- 
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ters, where they were dined at the dake^s expence. His grace like- 
wise ordered an ox to be roasted in the market-place, and ale and 
bread to be distributed to the populace. But the better to com- 
memorate the day, he caused the first stone of a school to be laid, 
capable of containing two hundred boys, the children of the neigh- 
bouring poor, to be clothed, fed, and educated under Mr. Lan- 
caster's plan, at his grace's sole expence. On the 12th of August, 
1811, being the birth-day of his royal highness the prince regent 
(afterwards George IV.), this school was opened, when his grace 
decreed, as an express clause in the endowment of this permanent 
institution, that the natal day of the regent should for ever after be 
observed as a hoUday, in order that the boys, as they grow up may 
learn to reverence and bless that prince to whose honour this muni- 
ficent establishment has been dedicated. — dmnelFs Mag,^ <$•(?. 

1810 (Oct. 25). — Was laid the foundation stone of a freemasons' 
Lodge, a substantial brick building, on the east side of old Elvet, 
Durham. A plate deposited in the foundation stone, was inscribed, 
" The first stone of the Granby Lodge of free and accepted masons, 
was laid on the 25th of October, in the 51st year of the reign of 
George III. A. D. 1810. Sir. Ra. Milbanke, bart. M. P., P. G. M. ; 
Alexander Logan, esq., D. P. M. ; Thomas Hardy, P. S. G. W. ; 
John Buhner, P. J. G. W. ; Christopher Ebdon, G. A. Thomas 
Richardson, builder." — Surtees. 

November 6.: — The foundation stone of St. Outhbert's lodge, in 
Tweedmouth (under the ancient constitution, the duke of Athol, 
grand-master), was laid by brother Selby Morton, acting master. 
In the stone was inclosed a bottle, containing several coins of the 

reign of George III., and some of William and Mary. Local 

Papers. 

November 13. — Died in the house of correction at Durham, where 
he had been confined upwards of seven years, under sentence of trans- 
portation for life, James Allan, a character well known in most parts 
of the united kingdom, particularly in Northumberland, where he was 
known by the name of Jemmy ^ the duke's piper^ and was in early life 
a great proficient on the pipes. He was capitally convicted of horse- 
stealing, at the assizes held at Durham, in 1803, and received sen- 
tence of death, which was afterwards commuted to transportation for 
Ufe ; but on account of his age and infirmities, his sentence could not 
be carried into execution. He had nearly completed his 77th year. 
Had the chequered life of this notorious character been prolonged 
a little, he would have regained his liberty, as the first signature of 
the prince regent, officially addressed to the city of Durham, was 
a free pardon for Allan; but death had removed him beyond the 
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reach of royal clemency. Tibby Allan, his widow, died on the 27th 
of March, 1830, at Rothbury, aged 103 years. — Macieniie, ^v. 

1810 (Nov, 24). — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, where ahe had 
resided ever since she was bom, Thomasin Bobinson, aged 111 years. 
When upwards of 100, she had her thigh broken, and perfectly 
recovered. — Local Papers. 



In 1810 these two stones were found at Heddon on the Wall. 
The first is a mural inscription signifying that it was erected by the 
fourth cohort of the twentieth legion, named the powerful and victo- 
rious. The other is a oenturial stone inscribed by Juh'us Bufus, most 
probably the same person who inscribed two other stones bearing the 
same name, and found at Denton in 1804. — Hodgson, Sj-c. 

At Mr. Oolling's sale this year, the bull Comet was sold for ono 
thousand guineas to four gentlemen ; one of w^om, Mr. Wright, of 
Cleasby, kept him until his death, which happened about seven years 
after. — Gmde to Croft. 

The Baptist meeting-house, at the west end of Walker-gate lane, 
Berwick, was this year built, — Local Papers. 

This year, the north wall of Ponteland church fell ; but the whole 
structure has Mnce that time been repaired. — Ibid. 

Albion-street and Albion-place, Newcastle, were this year formed. 
^Ihid. 

This year, an act was obtained for making a turnpike road from 
Durham (through Lanchester) to Shotley-bridge, The road passes 
directly through the vale, instead of the old circuitous route along the 
heights. — Ibid. 

Died, at Spital, near Berwick, after a life of strange vicissitudes 
and wonderful escapes, aged above 90, T. Gordon. It is related of 
him, that at one period of his life, being under sentence of death in 
Edinburgh gaol, one of the county magistrates, speaking warmly 
about the prisoner, said that " all the Gordons should be hanged." 
This speech was conveyed to the then duchess of Gordon, who, feeling 
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for the honour of the j^me, immediately exerted all her influence in 
behalf of Gordon, and succeeded in getting his sentence changed to 
a few years'* solitary confinement. — Man. Mag. 

1810. — Flag-lane chapel (primitive methodist), Sunderland founded. 
The registers of births and baptisms 236 entries, extending from 1823 
to IS^I .—Ikep.vf "Pari Com. 

Silver street chapel (primitive methodist), Newcastle upon Tyne, 
founded. The registers of births and baptisms extending from 
1S24 to 1837.— /iirf. 

1811 (Jan). — The pitmen on the river Tyne, who, for some weeks 
previous had been endeavouring to compel the coal owners to alter the 
time of the annual binding from Christmas to October, returned to 
their customary employment. — GlenneTs Mag, 

January 3. — Died, at Blyth, Mrs. Blakey, aged 104 years.— i(w?a? 
Papers. 

February 1. — On the evening of this day, the low-light on tlie Fam 
Idand was first lighted. — Mackenzie's Northd. 

February, — In the beginning of this month, twenty laden keels 
were wrecked in the Tyne ; crews saved. — ClenmlVs Mqg. 

February 23. — Died, at the High Felling, in the oounty of Durham, 
Mr. Isaac Jackson, aged 104 years. — Local Papers. 

February 28. — Di^, in Gateshead, Mr^ Richard Bentley, aged 
101 years. — Ihid. 

March 2.— r-The Carlisle Clironiole of this date says, *' Lately at 
Newbum, Mr. Michael Graham was married to Mrs. Ann Thirlwell. 
The lady was the widow of the late William Thirlwell, a butcher in 
Newbum ; but in consequence of being responsible for her late hus- 
bands debtS) she resolved that the fortunate lover who should claim 
her fair person as his own, should marry her in her native attire. 
This resolution damped the ardour of many a true lover, but the 
coutf^e of the ferryman overcame these squeamish scruples and she 
was led to the altar and became " bone of his bone "" in a state of 
perfect nudity/"* 

March 6.— Died, at Kenton, near Newcastle, Mrs. Margaret Mil- 
burn, aged 104 yeara.-^-Local Papers. 

This month, a cannon ball, weighing 9i) lb., and thirty inches in 
<3ircumference, was dug out of the ruins of the castle of Berwick : 
it had penetrated the castle wall about three yards, at a place where 
it had been flanked with a tower, which must have been first penetra- 
ted, and of which there were sufilcient remains to ascertain the fact. 
This was supposed to bo the identical ball which destroyed one of the 
principal towers of the castle, ancK caused its immediate s^rrender to 
the royal army in 1405. — Ibid. 
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1811 (March 1 2). — ^Abont ten o'clock in the evening, a carriage was 
overturned near Jesmond house. It had set off from the residence of 
James Losh, esq., of that place, but had not proceeded far, when the 
driver mistaking the proper turn to go iJong the bridge, the carriage 
and horses were precipitated over a low fence into the entrance of 
Jesmond dean, the height of at least eighteen or twenty feet. There 
were two gentlemen in the carriage, one of whom leaped out as the 
vehicle was passing over the fence, the other was carried to the 
bottom, and miraculously escaped any injury. The driver was 
severely bruised, and one of the horses died a few minutes after the 
accident. — Mackenzie's Norihd. 

April 10. — Died, at Anick, in Northumberland, James Crozier, 
aged 101 years. — Local Papers. 

May 22. — Whilst one of the troops of the 4th dragoon guards was 
assembling for exercise in the Bigg-market on the morning of the 
above day, a mischievous dog flew at the nose of one of the horses, 
which immediately began to plunge very violently, and the dog still 
continuing to torment it, the poor animal rearing, fell backwards 
over, and either from breaking a blood vessel, or receiving some other 
mortal injury in the fall, it bled to death upon the spot. Its rider 
fortunately escaped unhurt. — OlenneU*s Mag. 

May 28. — The Society of Arts presented the silver pallet medal to 
the late Isaac Jobling, junior, for a plaster cast, a copy of the Glad- 
iator. — Local Papers, 

May. — Died, at Seaton, near Hartlepool, Eleanor Smith, widow, 
aged 107 years. She retained her faculties to the last. — Ibid. 

June 4. — As three hundred men belonging to the 82nd regiment, 
then stationed at Tynemouth, were crossing in the military passage 
boat from North to South Shields, to fire on Whitburn sands, the 
boat was struck and upset by a ship entering the river Tyne, which 
caused considerable alarm, and might have had dreadful consequences. 
None of the men were lost, but many were very seriously bruised, aod 
one died from the effects next day. Several muskets, side arms, and 
hats, were lost. — Ibid. 

June 10. As some workmen were digging at the head of the long 
bank, Sunderland, they found a human skeleton, about two feet below 
the surface. — Ibid. 

June 12. — The workmen employed in lowering the level of the 
pavement, near the south door of St. Nicholas' church, in Newcastle, 
discovered, within six inches of the surface, ia very perfect stone c<^n. 
It contained some bones, and a quantity of earth ; there being no cover 
to it, the bones were immediately buried. The coffin would contain a 
person of about five feet six inches high. The'*'^ was an aperture 
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for the head of the oorpse, and a perlbrstion in the bottom of thu 
coffin, for the purpose of keeping it dry. — Loeal Papers. 

1811 (June 29). — Died, at the North shore, near Newcastle, Mrs. 
Sarah Gibson, ^ed 102 years. — IMd. 

July 23. — About three oVlook on the morning, a fire hroke out in 
a stable belonging to Mr. JonatJian Bell, of Walwick, near Gboller^ 
ford, Northumberland, which totally oonsmned the same, togetbae 
mth five horses and their trapinngs, belonging to Mr. Thomas Wright, 
the Carlisle carrier. — Ibid. 

This month, in taking down that part of the town> wall, in New> 
castle, which extended from Pilgrim-street to tiie Weavers' tower, in 
New Bridge-street, three cannon balls, of twenty-two pound weight 
each, were found lodged deep in the w^l. They had beenshot during 
the raege of that town by the Soots, in 16^4. — Ibid. 



July 27.— Died, T. White, esq. of Woodlands, in the county of 
Durham, designer of grounds ; whose taste and skill in his profession, 
and his beautiful residence, formed by his industrious hand from a 
bed of heath, will be a lasting testimony of his enterpri^og and per- 
severing spirit, for the planting of which, the society of arts and 
sciences presented him nine gold and two silver medals ; and part of 
a larix-tree, the produce thereof, at his particular request, was con- 
verted into his coffin. — Genfe. Mag. 

Angoet 5. — The lord bishop of Durham conseisuted a new burial- 
ground at Trimdon, in the county of Durham. — Local Papers. 

August 28. — Died, at Barlow, near Eyton, Durham, John Anders 
eon, shoemaker, aged 108 years. He died in the act of soling a piur 
of dioes. He enjoyed good health, and never wore spectacles. — 
lUd. 

September 14, — Died, at Lesbury, in Northuml^rland, aged 78 
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yeara^ th^ rev. Peroival Stockdale, the ingenious vicar of Lesbury and 
tionghoughton. Being the only child of the rev. Thomas Stockdale, 
vicar of Branxton, and perpetual curate of Gomhill, he was nurtured 
'with excessive care, and after being at the grammar schocJs of Ahi^ 
wick and Berwick, he was entered of the university ot St. Andrews, 
On the death of his father he became a second lieutenant in the 23rd„ 
or royal Welsh Fusileers, in which regiment he served in the expedi^ 
tion against St, Philip, in Minorca. On his return, his regiment 
being ordered to India, he resigned his conmiission in November, 1757. 
Two years afterwards he was ordained deacon by Dr. Trevor, bishop 
of Durham ; he then went to London^ where he enjoyed the society 
of Garrick, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Brown, Goldsmith, and others of that 
bright constellation of genius. He afterwiords became curate to Mr, 
Thorp, vicar of Berwick, but in a short time returned to London, and 
being without any church employment, he, in 1767, embarked for 
Italy, where he read and wrote vefry assidously. After his return to 
London in 1769, he translated ^^ Tasso^s Aminta.''^ The booksellers 
having conceived a very high opinion of his talents, he was appointed 
successor to Dr. Guthrie in the management of the '^ Critical Beview.'*^ 
He also wrote a very elegant life of Waller the poet, for Davies, and 
translated for the same publisher the ^' Antiquities of Greece,'''' from 
the Latin. In 1771, he compiled the ^^ Universal Magazine,^'' and 
two years afterwards appeared his most distinguished work, '^ The 
Poet.''^ About this time Mr. S. became chaplain of ihe Besolution, 
guardship, of 74 guns, stationed at Spithead. During the three 
years he wa* attached to this ship, his mind was not inactive, havings 
besides some minor poems^ composed six sermons to seamen, and 
translated into English, Sabbattiers^ " Institutions, Customs, and 
Manners of the ancient Nations.''^ He afterwards wrote an '^ Eksay 
on the Writmgs and G^us of Pope,'^ against the essay by Whaxton 
on the same subject. This performance met with the approbation of 
Gibbon and Burke, He nei^t wrote several political letters, signed 
Agricda, in the Public Advertiser, was a short time tutor to lord 
Ciraven^s son, and next became curate of Hineworth, in H^tfordshire) 
where he wrote fifteen sermons. In 1782, he took priest^s orders, 
and wrote his " Treatise on Education.**' The year following, lord 
Chancellor Thurlow presented him with the living of Lesbury, to 
which the duke of Northumberland added that of Longhoughton, in 
the same county. Here Mr. S. wrote his tragedy of " Ximenes,'' 
but the climate not agreeing with his health, he accepted an invitation 
from his friend Mr. Matra, British consul at Tangier, to pass some 
time with him under its more genial sky. On his return in 1790, he 
wrote an elaborate " History of Gibraltar,"" which, in a fit of despond* 
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ency, he oommitted to the flames, but he soon resumed his studies 
and composed two poems, " The Banks of the Wear, and " The In- 
vincible Island,** and in 1807 he completed and published his " Lec- 
tures on the Poets.'' His last publication was " Memoirs of Himself,'' 
which are dedicated to the ingenious Miss Porter. There is a por- 
trait of Mr. Stockdale prefixed to his poems. — Mackenzie^ S^c. 

1811 (Octo. 3). — Thomas Elliot stood in the pillory at Sunderland 
according to his sentence, having been convicted of an assault on a 
young giri. The novelty of the scene brought together an immense 
concourse of people, (supposed not less than twenty thousand), who 
behaved in the most orderly manner, hardly a single insult being 
oifered to the convicted delinquent. — Local Papers. 

October 12. — ^The estate of Andrew Bobinson Stoney Bowes, esq., 
at Benwell, near Newcastle, was brought to the hammer at the 
Queen's Head inn in that town. It was sold in lots, which, together 
with the wood upon the estate, amouted ta about oP65,000. When 
purchased by Bowes for about <f*24,000, it was considered a very dear 
bargain. In 1771, when this estate was advertised for sale, the man- 
sion-house, which has since been removed, was in the most perfect con- 
dition. There had been a chapel near its south end, which, it is said, 
was pulled down on account of its intercepting the view from the 
house ; a vault and a few grave stones, one of which is dated so late 
as the year 1759, still mark the site of the burial ground. — Ihid^ ^c. 

October. — A very curious machine for cleansing and deepening 
Sunderland harbour was set to work. A steam-engine of great power 
was erected upon a floating bai^ge, which continually drove round a 
number of iron buckets fastened to a chain, and which filled them- 
selves with sand and gravel at the bottom of the harbour, and suc- 
cessively emptied themselves at the top of the shaft into a spout 
ready to receive them. This machine could lift fifty-five tons of bal- 
last in thirty-five minutes. — Ibid. 

This month, after much stormy weather, the high sea washed away 
nearly the whole of the two slips for ship-building at the Low Lights,^ 
near Olifibrd's fort. North Shields, together with much of the adjoin- 
mg land near the fort gate. October 30th and 31st it also washed 
away some thousands of tons of earth and rubbish ; laid bare and 
then tore up the foundations of an old fort, which from the nature 
of the cement between the stones, appeared to have existed previous 
to Clifford's fort, built in 1672,— Ibid. 

November. — In consequence of the scarcity of silver coin, Mr. John 
iJiobertson, silversmith of Newcastle, issued silver tokens of one shil- 
ling and of sixpence each. Mr. R. afterwards issued others of the 
talue of half-a-crown. Mr. Kelty., silversmith of Newcastle, also 
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lanied mlver tokens. Silver and copper tokeuB were likewise issued 
from Bewicke Mwn colliery office in Newcastle ; by MeBsre. Christo- 
pher and Jennett, booksellerB, Stoekton, aad by various otha: trades- 
men in the counties of Durham and Northun^riand.— ioco? Bee. 

1811 (Not. 17).— The new built Soots church, in Howard street, 
NM+h Shields, was opened for divine serriee. A very eico^ent aod 
appropriate disoourse was delivered on the ocoanon by the rev. Mr. 
Knox, to a crowded audience. — Local Paptrs. 

Deoember 28. — An alarming fire broke out in a house in New 
Pandon street, Newcastle, belonging to, and occupied by Mr. Cooka, 
ship biscuit baker, which commaaicated to the house adjoining, and 
terminated in the destruction of both. — Ibid. 



west-Bate, newcastli. 

This year the Westgate, in Newcastle, was puUed down. It was 
one of those strong entrances through the town-wall, and had been 
in former times secured with massive gates of oak beiuns and iron 
doors. This gate consisted of four wards, and was said to have been 
built by the munificent lloger Thornton. In the year 1782, a foot 
way was opened on the north side of this gate. Upon the site of this 
gate are built a toll-house ; the house carpenter^s meeting-house, and 
the peace and unity hospital. It was long used as a m^azine for 
miUtaty stores. This gate had formerly been a prison. — Macken- 
zie, <^c. 

About this year, in the neighbourhood of Hosedean, a farm house, 
two or three miles distant from Lilbum AUers, near Wooler, North- 
umberiand, noted for the frequent robberies formerly perpetrated 
near it, a murder was committed upon the highway, unequalled in the 
annals of atrocity. A journeyman mason, in returning from his work, 
in the gbre of sunshine, was attacked by an assassin, who, after per- 
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petrating his murderous work, otxJly exchanged shoes with his viotim. 
He then tossed him over a dyke ; and having bent a bramble bush 
over the body, it was some time before it woe discovered. Such 
faeUish delight hod been felt in the pertbnnance of this tragedy, that 
(on the authority of one of the gentlemen who sat <hi the coroner's 
inquest, for the statement) the body was perforated by twenty-one 
wounds, of which any one of ninotaen must have proved instantly 
mortal. It ie lamentt^)le to add that', though the miscreant appears 
to have slept the following night in a field of corn adjoining the spot 
he has never heea traced, and the blood of the murdered still calls to 
Heaven for vengeance.— -^Artiff- Tour. 



1811. — Oastle-street, Newcastle, was this year formed in order to 
obtain a better approach to the new County courts, by way of Bailey- 
gato. For this purpose the south part of the inner wall of the castie 
was taken down, and the base of the keep waa exposed by clearing off 
a large accumulation of rubbish — Picture of Neincaetle^ tjc. 
Population returns : — 

County of Durham 177,635 

Northumberland 1 72,1 61 

Newcastle 33,723 

Gateshead (Paneh of St Mail's) 8,782 



114 LOCAL RISTORIAN^S [a. D, 1812. 

1811. — Oomsay alms-houses, in the parish of Lanohester, Dur- 
ham, for six poor men and six poor wcnnen, were built and endowed 
by the late William Bussell, esq., of Brancepath oastle. — Surtees. 

Forth-street, and Orchard-street, Newcastle, wwe this year formed. 
The quay was also considerably widened opposite to the Exchange, 
Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

In this and the preceding year, the chapel of St. Hilda at South 
Shields, which is of very high antiquity, probably nearly coeral with 
Jarrow church, was almost wholly re^built, except the steeple, the 
south and west wall, and part of the east wall ; the pillars forming 
the north and south aisles were removed, and a single roof thrown 
over the whole structure ; the ground floor was new paved, and a 
handsome uniform gallery extended round the north, south, and west. 
The ceiling of the whole is handsomely stuccoed. — Surtees. 

Newgate street chapel (Independent), Barnard castle. The reg- 
ister of births and baptisms extending from 1806 to 1837. — Bep. of 
Pari. Com, 

1812 (Jan. 27). — Died at Pit hill, in the parish of Chester-le- 
street, Catherine Aisbert, aged 104 years. — Local Papers, 

February.— Several Boman antiquities were this month sold by a 
person (to all appearance a farmer) to Mr. Thomas Watson, silver- 
smith, of Newcastle. They consisted of an oblong silver salver, about 
eighteen inches in length, carved round the edge ; when discovered it 
was quite entire. A silver cup, about five inches in diameter, with 
only a small damage on one side ; another, about the same size, was 
so much corroded as to fall to pieces. A long flat handle, which 
appeared to have belonged to one of the cups, most beautifully carved 
with flowers and the heads of birds, with the following inscription, 
inlaid with letters of gold, matr. fab. dvbi t. — two pieces of sil- 
ver, carved and gilt, which seemed to have been the side pieces of a 
bridle bit. Several gold and silver rings, some set with stones, and 
one with an inscription. The rings were in the shape of serpents. 
Along with the above was discovered a number of silver coins ; and a 
massy gold chain about eighteen inches long. The above were found 
in Northumberland, but the person who sold them, from interested 
motives, refused to give any information respecting the place. — Ibid. 

March 15. — The new Methodist chapel in Vine street, Sunderland, 
was opened, on which occasion, the rev. John Slack officiated. — Ibid. 

April 4. — The remains of the hon. lady Julia Percy, arrived in 
Newcastle from Alnwick. In the evening the body lay in state at the 
Turk'^s head inn, and early the next morning was again carried for- 
ward on its melancholy route to the family burial place at Stanwix 
in Yorkshire. — Ibid, 
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1812 (April 14). — In digging up some remains of foundations in a 
potatoe garden, a little to the west of the church-yard at Jarrow, a sil- 
ver denarius, of Aulus Yitellius was found by the sexton of the church, 
embedded in mortar in the heart of the wall. The legend of it round 
the head is — a vitbllivs germanicvs avg., and on the reverse — con- 
coRDiA PopuU Romania with Concord seated, and holding a wrea<^ 
in her right hand and a cornucopia in the left. — Hodgions Nortkd, 

April 15. — The first stone of the new work, at Hartlepool pier 
was laid by Garr Ibbetson, esq., amidst great rejoicings. — Surtees. 

April 28. — Died, at Darlington, Mrs, Alice Turner, aged 103 
years. — Local Pctperg, 

May 2. — ^The public market for the sale of wheat, maslin, rye, beans, 
and peas, was r^noved from near the foot of Pilgrim^street, to the open 
area on the north side of St. Nicholas^ church, Newcastle. — I6id, 

May 5. ^An act for lighting and watching Newcastle, without 

the walls, received the royal assent, and on Saturday night, S^- 
tember 26th, the same year, that district, was first lighted with oiL — 
Ibid. 

May 7. — This being ascension day, a very melancholy accident 
happened on the return of the aquatic party from Shields to New- 
casiie in the morning. As John Bobson, a maison, one of the party^ 
who were discharging the cannon on the top of the old castle, was 
in the act of reloading a gun, owing to some accident, the cartridge 
which he was ramming down unfortunately exploded, by which his 
right hand was blown off, and his body fell over the baiitlements of 
the castle, and was dashed to pieces. — Ibid. 

May 14. — The lord bidiop of St. David's consecrated a piece of 
ground, as additional to the churdi*yard of Whickham, in the county 
of Durham. — Ibid. 

May 18. — Died, in New Pandon-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Margaret 
Olark, aged 105 jeax&.^—Ibid, 

May 25. — About half-past eleven o*'clock on the morning, one of 
the most tremendous explosions on record in the history of the col- 
lieries, took place at FeHing, near Gateshead, in the mine belonging 
to Mr. Brandling, which was always considered one of the most safe 
in the district. Neariy the whole of the workmen were below, the 
second set having gone down before the first bad come up, when a 
double blast of hydrogen gats took place. A slight trembling, as from 
an earthquake, was felt for about half a mile around the workings : 
and the ncose of the explosion, though dull, was heard to three or 
four miles distance, and much resembled an unsteady fire of infantry. 
Immense quantities of dust and small coel accompanied these blasts, 
and rose high into the air, in the form of an inverted cone. The 
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heaviest part of the ejected matter, such as corves, pieces of wood and 
small coal, fell near the pits ; but the dust borne away by a strong 
west wind, fell in a continued shower from the pit to the distance of 
a mile and a half. In the village of Heworth, it caused a darkness 
like that of early twilight, and covered the roads so thickly, that the 
footsteps of passengers were strongly imprinted in it. The heads of 
both the shaft frames were blown off, their sides set on fire, and their 
pullies shattered to pieces ; but the pullies of the John Pit gin, being 
on a crane not within the influence of the blast, were fortunately 
preserved. The coal dust ejected from the William Pit into the drift 
or horizontal parts of the tube was about three inches thick, and soon 
burnt to a light cinder. Pieces of burning coal driven off the solid 
stratum of the mine were also blown up this shaft. As soon as the 
explosion was heard, the wives and children of the workmen ran to 
the working pit ; wildness and terror were pictured in every counte- 
nance. The crowds from all sides soon collected to the number of 
several hundreds ; some crying out for a husband, others for a parent 
or son, and all deeply affected with an admixture of horror, anxiety, 
and grief. In this calamity ninety-one men and boys perished. The 
few men who were saved, happened to be working in a different part 
of the mine, to which the fury of the explosion did not reach. After 
the mine had been made air tight for about six weeks, to extinguish 
the fire, it was again opened, and on the 8th of July the workings 
were entered, and the first dead body found. From various obstruc- 
tions, the last of the bodies (some of whom were under six or seven 
feet of stone) was not found until the 19th of September. All these 
persons (except four, who were buried in single graves) were interred 
in Heworth chapel-yard, in a trench, side by side, two coffins deep, 
with a partition of brick and lime between every four coffins. In 
commemoration of this catastrophe, a neat plain obelisk is erected, 
nine feet high, fixed in a solid stone base. It has four brass plates 
let into the stone on the four sides, on which are inscribed the name 
and age of each of the ninety-one sufferers alphabetically arranged. — 
Local Pofers^ ^c, 

1812 (May 26). — The society of arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Thomas Machell, of Wolsingham, Durham, surgeon, for the invention 
of an annular saw, which cuts deeper than its own centre, well adapted 
for the division of cylindrical bones, surrounded by muscles, blood- 
vessels, or nerves, and with less injury to those parts than by any 
other instrument in use. — Ibid, 

The same day the society of arts presented a gold medal to the rev. 
Dr. F. Haggit for his improvement of fifty acres of waste land, at 
Pittington, near Durham. — Ibid. 
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1812. — About this period, the greater pitrt of the old Manor-hooHe 
at Mitfbrd, Northumberland, was taken away. Thou^ it had been 
built at difterent times, soys Hodgson, none of it, I apprehend, was 
very antnent. It was probably first oeeupied by the Mitford family 
when they acquired an accession of property here in the time of 
Philip and Mary; and the tower, and other addi^ns mijj^t be 
made to it, in 1637, which is the date of the tablet above the door 
bearing the arms of Mitford empaling Wharton.-~Htst. of Northd. 



Or,B Manor Hol'se, mitfobd. 

June 8. — The public market for the sale of bread, oat-meal, veget- 
ables, fruit, and gingerbread, was removed from the Sandhill to a plot 
of ground on the south side of the new Butchers' market. These 
stfjle were without any covering until the year 1831, when they 
received this very necessary addition. — Local Papers. 

June \5. — The freemen of Durham, in consequence of several en- 
croachments, perambulated the boundaries of that city, a cnstcmi 
which had been neglected since the inclosure of the adjacent moors. 
The procession set out from the town-hall at 10 o^clock : — the grass- 
men on horseback, attended by the banners of the various trades, 
the city waits (music), drumg, beadle. &o. — IMd. 

June 25. — The races on the town-moor, Xewcostle, were attended 
by one of the most numerous concourBes of spectators over remem- 
bered. Just as the last heat for the gold cup was finished, the tem- 
porary stand belonging to the White Hart inn, being very much 
crowded, gave way in the middle and involved nearly one bmidred 
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persons in the crash. About forty persons w^*e seriously hurt, and 
about twelve dangerously, several of them having limbs broken. The 
medical gentlemen who were on the ground gave their ready assis- 
tance, and many of the sufferers were admitted into the grand stand, 
or accommodated with carriages from thence. A woman named 
Smith was seriously injured, she being below at the time of the ac- 
cident. Mr. Bedhead, smioTj of Walker, Mr. Blackbird, of New- 
bottle, Mr. Fiddler, a midshipman, a pitman called ^' The Dvike^ and 
sir H. Vane Tempesf s groom, had all limbs broken : Mr. Moffit, 
of Newcastle, Mr. Allison, of Whitburn, and several others were 
seriously bruised. Mrs. Wylam, the proprietor, was hurt in the 
shoulder. A quantity of the stock of wines, spirits, and ale, was 
destroyed. Mr. Bedhead and Mr. Allison afterwards died of their 
wounds. — Local Pwpern. 

July 20. — ^The chapel at Gibside, Durham, completed by the right 
faon. earl Strathmore, was consecrated with great solemnity by the 
Icnrd bishop of Durham. This elegant edifice, which was commenced 
building by George Bowes, esq., in the year 1760, as a chapel and 
mausoleum, is ornamented with a portico and dome highly embellish- 
ed. It stands at one end of a most beautiful terrace in front of the 
mansionrhouse ; the other extremity is terminated by a wood, out of 
which rises a fine column of stone surmounted by a figure of liberty, 
built in 1766.— /6w?. 

August 6. — The high sheriflf of Northumberland, Mr. Bates, of 
Milboume hall, the judges of assize, and a large attendance of gentle- 
men, w^it in procession along Bailey-gate and Castle-street, Newcas- 
tle, to the new county courts to open the commission. They had not 
gone this way before for perhaps some centuries, having from time 
hnmemorial gone to the moot hall by that dark, narrow, and dan** 
gerous passage called the Black-gate. — Ibid, 

August 10. — The foundation stone of the Exchange, Town-hall, 
&c., at Sunderland, was laid witii masonic honours, by the provincial 
grand lodge for the county of Durham. Sir H. V. Tempest, bart., 
(in the absence of sir Balph Milbaake, bart.) P. G. M. pro tern. The 
procession went from the Phoenix hall, preceded by the Sund^land 
volunteer infantry. A plate with an inscription having been deposit- 
ed in the stone, the usual ceremonies were gone through, after which 
the vidunteers presented arms. After the P. G. chaplain had deli- 
vered an oration, the volunteers fired three vollies in the air. The 
proeeat^on then returned to their lodge, and elected their oiBcers for 
the following year. At three o*'cIock, the brethren, gentlemen of the 
committee, and others, to the number of nearly two hundred, sat 
down to an excellent dinner in the Phoenix-hall, sir H. V. Tempest, 
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bart., in the chairs who that day distinguiBhed himself by various 
acts of liberality. May the 26th, 1S14, this elegant structure was 
opened to the subscribers, on which occasion, in the absence of the 
president, J. G-. Lambton, esq., M. P., the chair was taken by John 
Davison, vice^resident, who addressed the meeting : this was foUow^ 
ed by an address from the rev. J. Hampson, both of which were very 
ably ddivered. This building cost <£8,000, subscribed by individuals 
in ^50 shares : half of the ground was purchased from sir H. V. 
Tempest, bart., for £600^ and the lease of the other moiety was 
obtained for sixty-three years, under £\0 rent. — Loeal Papers. 

1812 (Aug. 17). — Died, in Gateshead, Isabella Sharp, at the great 
age of 114 years. It appeared by the baptismal register of that 
{dace, that she was christened August 17th, 1698. — Ibid. 
^BBBBBBK^ August 23. — Died, sir John Eden, bort., 
M^^^Hp^l^^H of Windleston, M. P. for the county of 
^^^B^^^^H Durham, in the years 1774, 1780, and 1784. 

^BBS^^BP^^^M ^^ Jo^ ^^^^^ f^^ neariy fifty years an active 
^^^^yH|^Kj|j^^J magistrate and diairman of the Quarter 
^^^^BM^H^^^B Sessions. Ho succeeded his father in the 
^^^k^^^^^^^b| baronetcy in 1755 ; and married, first, Gath- 
■HBJBfl^^^^^H erine, daughter of John Thompson, of Kirby- 
^I^^^P3^^^^^H ^^' Yorkshire ; secondly, Dorothea, sole 
^^S^bI^^^^^^^ daughter of Peter Johnson, esq., reccnrder of 
^^^^^^^^ York, by whom he had issue three sons and 
nine daughters. — Sharp's Knts. o/Dur.^ Sfc. 

August 25. — Died, in the poor-house at Berwick, Janet Skinny, a 
poor insane woman who lived twenty-five days without eating any 
victuals ; she afterwards began to eat, but grew worse daily. — Genfs. 
Mag. 

August 31. — The Newcastle associated volunteer infantry pres^ted 
their colonel, sir M. W. Ridley, bart., with a magnificent piece of 
plate, as a token of the high estimation in which they held his con- 
duct as their commanding officer. At two oWodc, the regiment as- 
sembled in Pilgrim-street, from whence they marched to the moor, 
attended by a great concourse of people. Having passed their 
colonel in review, the regiment formed three deep, was wheeled for- 
ward and formed a circle, in Hie centre of which the vase being 
placed, lieut.-col. Ridley stepped forward, and addressed sir M. W. 
Ridley in the most appropriate language, to which the colonel made 
a suitable reply. The cwemony of presentation being over, the regi- 
ment greeted him with three times three cheers, in which they were 
joined by the company present. The regiment was then wheeled 
back into line, when they fired a fm de joioj the guns on the castle 
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firing a salute. They then advanced in line, and made a g^ieral 
salute to their colonel. Before the regiment was dismissed, the com* 
panics were presented with ten guineas each by the colonel, to regale 
themselves with on the occasion. The bells of St. Nicholas^ church 
continued to ring at intervals during the day. In the latter part of 
which, a magnificent dinner was served up in the assembly-rooms, 
to the officers and a large party of visitors. Besides the officers of 
the regiment, there were present the mayor and principal mcfndiers of 
the corporation of Newcastle; the general officers and stoff of the 
northern district ; the commanding officers of the c&vafay, artillery, 
engineers, and militia then in Newcastle, and of the d^eifent volun- 
teer corps, &c., in the neighbourhood, besides a great number <^ visit 
tors, making in all a party of one hundred and thirty^t/wo. The vase 
presented on this occasion was of silver, of an el^ant Etruscan form, 
and was nearly two feet high. The sides were ornamented with mili- 
tary trophies and the arms of Bidley ; its cover was surmounted by 
an elegant female figure, representing the town of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. It was of the value of o£*350. — Local Papers. 

1812 (Sep. 23).— Died, at North Shields, Daniel Todd, aged 64 
years; an eccentric character, well-known by the name of Lord 
Blake. — Ibid. 

September 26. — Died, at New York, of a dropsy, in his 57th year, 
George Frederick Oooke, the celebrated tragedian. Mr. Cooke was 
bom at Berwick-upon-Tweed, and brought up as a printer; but, 
having been induced to play Horatio in Hamlet, the approbation he 
received induced him to give up his profession and apply himself to 
the stage. — Genf9> Mag. 

October 6. — A coal pit at Shiney-row, in the county of Diu'ham, 
took fire, by explosion of inflammable air, and one man and six boys 
were severely scorched. — Genfs. Mag. 

October 10. — ^An explosion took place at Herrington-mill pit, vfh&a. 
nineteen boys and four men were killed. Many others were severely 
burnt and wounded. — Ibid. 

October 21. — There was a remarkably high tide at Shklds. About 
sixty feet of the wall of Clifford''6 fort were again swept away, and the 
Northumberiand life-boat house was entirely broken to pieces. Some 
hundreds of masta, buoys, &c. were carried away, and the water 
flowed into many of the houses in Ncxrth Shields. It also flowed 
upon the new quay, swid reached the doors of the warehouse.^^ 
Local Papers. 

*^ November 18. — ^Some workmen employed in a quarry at Byker-hill, 
neiiT Newcastle, on splitting a huge block of freestone, nearly three 
tons weight, found a living toad in the middle of it. The cavity that 
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oontained the ojiiinal, to which ib&re was no passage, was the model 
of its figure, and was lined with a black substance, sufTused with 
moiatore. — Local Pap«rs. 

1812. — The new building in Claypath, in the city of Durham, was 
iiuB year opened for the Blue-eoat and Sunday schools. — Surteeg. 

The Anti-bui^her meetio^house, near the middle of Church-street, 
Berwick, was this year built. — Mackmxie. 

Thia yecu*, the bridge was built over Pandon-dean, Newcastle, and 
Bridge-street formed. — Local Papers. 

About this year, in forming driuns at the northern extremity of the 
slake at Hartlepool, about five feet beneath the surface, several holes 
or graves, about d^t feet spuare, were discovered, filled with human 
bones ; treei also, the wood of which was found in excellent preserva^ 
tion, together with the antlers of deer, and an immense number of 
teeth, which, on being eiuimined with attention, were supposed to 
have belonged to these animals. — Sarteet. 
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Bondgate obapel (Wesleyan Methodist), Darlington, Durham 
founded. The renters of births and baptisms 167 entries, ex- 
tffliding from 1812 to 1837.—^. of Pari. Com. 

Wealeyan Methodist chapel, High-street, Gateshead, Durham, 
founded. The registry of births and ba{)tisms 736 entries, ex- 
tanding from 1812 to 1837.— /itrf. 

Wesleyan Methodist ohapel, Carrille, WaUsend, Northumberland, 
founded. The re^sters of births and baptisms 139 entries, extending 
from 1813 to 1837.— iWrf. 

Wesleyan Methodist chapel, Old Elvet (pariah of St. Oswald's), 
Duriiam, founded. The registers of births and baptisms 187 entries, 
extending from 1813 to 1837.— /6irf. 

1813 (Jan. 28). — ^Between four and five o'clook on the morning, a 
fire was discovered in the house of Miss Budd, in Moseley-street, 
Newcastle, which had a moat alarming appearance ; but by the timely 
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arrival of the engines belonging to the Newcastle and Boyal Exchange 
fire-offices, and the great exertions of the fire-men, it was happily ex- 
tinguished soon after seven o'clock, though not before considerable 
damage was done to the house, and to Miss Bndd'^s stock of millinery. 
A party of the Royal Bucks militia attended with the greatest promp- 
titude upon the occasion, and were of service in protecting the pro- 
perty and in keeping off the crowd. — Local Papers. 

1813 (Feb. 6). — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle was estab- 
lished, when the purport of its institution was declared to be " Inquiry 
into Antiquities in general, but especially into those of the North of 
England, and of the counties of Northumberland, Cumberland, and 
Durham, in particular.*" — Ibid, 

Same day, the wind corn-mill, of Mr. Watson, near South Shields, 
was burnt down. The fire was occasioned by viol^it friction. — 
Ibid, 

February 18. — A sailor, named Bell, belonging to the Close, in 
Newcastle, was impressed, and safely lodged in the house of rendez- 
vous. In the evening, his sister (a young woman under twenty) 
formed the resolution of attempting his escape, and for that purpose 
went to take " a long farewell '^ of her brother, who was to be sent oflF 
to the tender in the morning. She was readily admitted to an inter- 
view, and, in order to prevent the possibility of escape, brother and 
sister were bolted and barred in a room by themselves, for a few 
minutes. During this short space, the parties changed clothes, and, 
on the door being opened, the young man, apparently " snivelling and 
piping his eye,"' walked oflF unmolested in female attire, while his 
sister remained to fill the situation of a British tar. It would be 
difficult to describe the rage and disappointment of the gang, on dis- 
covering how they had been duped ; and crowds of persons went to 
see the heroine, who received to the amount of several pounds from 
the spectators, as a reward for her intrepidity and affection. She was 
soon restored to her liberty by order of the magistrates. — Eur. Mag. 

This month, a fire broke out at the New Mills, belonging to tiie 
corporation of Berwick, occupied by Mr. John Forster, which burnt 
two barley mills, and one grey stone mill, and a quantity of oatmeal, 
before it was got under ; but by timely assistance, it was prevented 
from reaching the flour mills and principal buildings. — Local Bee. 

March 31. — The laboiu^rs employed in removing the hill of earth 
called the Mount, near the castle, in Newcastle, found the skele- 
tons of two men, about a foot and a half below the surface ; one of 
them was lying with the face downward, and from the freshness of its 
appearance, would seem to have not been buried many years. — Local 
Papers, 
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1813 (Mar.) — ^Died at Todholes, near.Ekdon, Northumberland, Mr. 
Wm. Snowdon, fanner, aged upwards of 100 years. — Local Papers, 

April 1. — At the quarterly court of the 
Infirmary of Newcastle, an excellent full 
length portrait of William Ingham, esq., 
painted in consequence of a subscription by 
his private friends, was presented to the 
institution, as a testimony of respect for his 
valuable services to the charity as surgeon, 
during thirty-three years. The painting, 
which is admirably executed, is by Mr. 
Nicholson, of Newcastle. Mr. Ingham 
died November 26th, 1817. There is a 
very fine print of Mr. Ingham, engraved at the expense of his family, 
and presented to particular friends. — lUd, 

April 6. — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, William Gantncy^ 
aged 102 years. He had been sixty years an out-pensioner of Chelsea 
hospital. — lUd. 
April 12, — ^Died, at Great Whittington, in Northumberland, Sarah 

Bobson, aged 104 years. She reaped in the 
harvest field in her 102nd year, and retained 
her faculties to the last. — Ihid, 

April 13. — These were presented to the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries of Newcastle, by Mr. G. 
A. Dixon, four Boman remains, three of which 
are represented in the margin. The first, an 
altar found at Brougham castle, dedicated to 
the god Belatuoadro, by Audacus. This word 
Belatucader or Belatucadro, is supposed to be 
formed of two words signifying the invincible 
and omnipotent Baal. The second, a rude 
head of Pan, found at Caervorran; and the 
third, the lower part of an altar found at Old 
Penrith, with an inscription almost illegible. 
And the fourth has already been figured and 
described under the year 1 760. It was found 
at Caervorran and engraved (but incorrectly) 
by Hutchinson in his View of Northumber- 
land, — Arch, jEliama, 

April 15. — An act for improving the pier and 
port of Hartlepool, received the royal assent. 
It had long been in a ruinous state. This year 
also, a life-boat was established at Hartlepool. — Local Papers. 
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1813 (April 16).— Died, at hi§ house in 
Portland-place, London, after an illness 
of two days, nr Matthew White Ridley, 
of Blagdon, in Northamberhuid, bart., in 
the 67th year of his age. May 3rd, he 
was interred in the family vault in St. 
NichoUs' church, Newcastle. — The con- 
course of sorrowing spectators on this 
melancholy occasion was very great. Ho 
was the representative of Newcastle in 
eight successive pariiaments, also for many 
years an alJerraan of that corporation. He commanded the loyal 
Newcastle associated volunteer infantry, from its first establishment 
in 1798, to the period of the general dismissal of the volunteers in 
1813. He was one of the oldest members of the merchants' company, 
and at the period of his death, had been thirty-five years its governor. 
In 1819, a beautiful monument to his memory by Flaxman, waa 
placed in the nave of St. Nicholas* church. It displays in very high 
relief a full length figure of the deceased, as large as life, dressed in a 
Boman toga, and standing in a graceful and dignified attitude, with 
other attributes, together with a shield charged with the family arms. 
There is a large portrait of sir M. W. Ridley, bart., engraved by 
Fittler, from a painting by Hoppner. Lady Bidley, died August 
3rd, 1806. On the 18th, the body arrived in Newcastle, from Lon- 
don, and was interred ia the family vault in St. Nicholas' church, the 
day following. — Local Papers, 

April 16. — George Wilson, of Newcastle, the cdebrated pedestrian, 
whilst confined for debt in the gaol of Newgate, in that town, under- 
took for the trifling sum of three pounds one shilling, to walk fifty 
miles in twelve successive hours, within the prison walk. A small 
flagged yard, measuring thirty-three feet by twenty-five and a half, 
was chosen as the stage of action. This he performed four minutes 
and forty-three seconds within the time stipulated, being an uncom- 
mon effort in so circumscribed a situation, having taken 10,300 turns 
to make up the distance, at four turns to each round. He walked 
the last six miles in one hour, twenty minutes, and forty seconds. 
Since that time, this man has done various feats in pedestrianion 
in London, Newcastle, and other places. There are various por- 
traits of this pedestrian both in wood and copper ; the former have 
accounts of l^s difi'erent pedestrian feats underneath. After bis 
memorable struggle with the Blockheath magistrates, a life of him 
was published in London in 1815, 8vo. with a portrait aged fifty.— 
Ihid. 
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1813 (May 7). — Died, at Fowberry Tower, in Northumberland, in 
Uie 79tli year of his g^, George CuUey, esq., the eminent agriculturist 
and breeder, Mr. CuUey, assiated by Meesra. Bailey and Prinj^e, 
drew up the " Agricultural Survey of Northiimberland, Cnmberland, 
and Westmoreland." 8vo. 1806. — Local Sec. 

May 12. — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Mr. Thomaa 
Hunter, aged 104 years. He had formerly been a sea captain. — Ibid. 

May 25, — The society of Arts presented a gold medal to WilliMn 
Backhouse, esq,, of Field House, near Darlington, for planting 
300,000 larches, and 50,000 other timber trees, on waste ground ; 
and to Jonathan Backhouse, jim, esq,, of Darlington, for planting 
271,000 laivhes, a silver medal. — Local Papers. 

The same day, the society of Arts presented the lesser silver medal 
to Thomas White, esq., of Woodlands, in the county of Durham, for 
his application of larch bark to answer all the purposes of oak bark 
in tanning leather. — Ihid. 

June 9. — A handsome school-house, built at an expense of nearly 
^300, was opened at Heighington, in, the county of Durham. The 
school was originally founded in 1601, by Elizabeth Jemiison, of Wal- 
worth, widow of Thomas Jennison, esq. — Surtees, 

June 11. — Died, at Barnardcastle, Mr. Outhbert Vaaey, &nner, 
aged 100 years. — Local Fc^tert. 

June 13. — A new methodist chapel was opened at Stockton, and 
two appropriate discourses were delivered by the rev. T. Lessey, to 
upwards of 2,000 people. — Hid. 
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1813 (June 23). — The foundation stone of a new bridge over the 
river Allen, near Allendale smelt-mill, was laid by colonel Wentwortli 
Beaumont, with the usual ceremonies. In the centre of tiie stone 
were deposited several coins of George III. The colonel and a party 
of his friends afterwards partook of a cold collation with the com- 
mittee; and on retiring he gave jP21. towards the erection of the 
bridge, and £5. to the workmen employed in building it. — Local 
Papers. 

July 6. — ^Died, at Fulham, near London, in the 79th year of his 
age, Granville Sharp, esq. This venerable character was bom at 
Durham, on the 10th of November, 1735, 0. S. He retained tiie 
^gour of his mind and body tiU within a short period of his dissolu- 
tion, and, without any symptoms than those of natural decay, termi- 
nated a life which had been actively devoted to the best interests of 
liberty, religion, and humanity. — Gmfs. Mag, 

July 17. — An unfortunate accident ha{>pened by fire damp, at 
Gollingwood Main colUery, on the river Tyne, by which eight men 
were killed, and two severely burnt. Several horses also suffered. — 
Jjocal Papers. 

July 28. — Died, in Gateshead, Mary Gold, aged 101 years. — Hid. 

August 1. — Died, after a short illness, universally beloved and 
lamented, sir Henry Vane Tempest, bart., only son of sir Henry 
Vane, L. L. D. prebendary of Durham, baronet, by Frances, daughter 
of John Tempest, of Old Durham, esq., and sister, and at length 
sole heir of John Tempest, of Old Durham, esq., M. P. In the year 
1794, sir Henry Vane Tempest, was elected for the city of Durham, 
at a time when, from his long absence in a foreign country, his pre* 
carious health, and the total want of intd%ence, the knowledge of 
his existence was rendered extremely doubtful. This honouraUe 
testimony of respect towards his family was always acknowledged by 
him with pride and gratitude. In 1807 he was returned with sir Ba. 
Milbanke, to represent the county in Parliament. Every succeeding 
year increased the ccmfidence of his constituents, and afforded him 
fresh opportunities of proving that he was not unworthy of their 
choice, by his unremitting attention to their interests. On the dis- 
soluticHi of parliament in 1812, he was again returned without opposi- 
tion ; this honourable re-election and universal regret expressed at 
his death, are the best and surest proofs of the purity and fidelity 
with which he dischai!ged the important trusts committed to his 
caro. — ShofyPs Hartlepool. 

August 9. — ^About six o'^clock in the evening, a fire bmke out in 
ihe paper-hanging manufactory of Messrs. Goodlad and Co., situated 
in a yard opposite the Gross-house, in Westgate^street, Newcastle. 
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This manufactory occupied part of the second story, and all the upper 
part of the building, and, with its contents, was entirely consumed. 
Considerable damage was sustained in the stable and warehouses of 
Mr. R. Pearson, drysalter, which were on the ground floor in the 
same building, and to whom the premises belonged. Mr. Hodgson, a 
coach-maker, whose work.shop was in the second story, also suflered 
considerable loss. — Local Papers. 

August 27. — As the workmen of Messrs. Hawks and Co. were try- 
ing some new ordnance, they, by some accident, missed their intended 
mark, and the ball went over into Grateshead, struck the stone in 
front of Mr. Boddam'^s house, broke eleven panes of glass, and fell 
into the street without other mischief. — Ibid, 

September 1. — Died, at Heddon-on-the-Wall, Mrs. Ann Ruther- 
ford, aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

September 2.— An ingenious and highly interesting experiment was 
performed in the presence of a vast concourse of spectators, on the 
railway leading from the collieries of Kenton and Coxlodge, near 
Newcastle, by the application of a steam-engine, constructed by 
Messrs. Fenton, Murray, and Wood, of Leeds, under the direction 
of Mr. John Blenkinsop, the patentee, for the purpose of drawing 
the coal waggons. About one o^clock the new invention was set 
a-going, having attached to it sixteen chaldron waggons loaded with 
coals, each waggon with its contents weighing four tons or thereabouts, 
making altogether an aggregate weight little short of seventy tons. 
Upon perfectly level road, the machine so charged, it was computed 
would travel at the rate of three and a half miles per hour, but in the 
present instance its speed was short of that, owing, no doubt, to 
some partial ascents in the railway. Under all the circumstances, it 
was very highly approved of, and its complete success anticipated. 
After the experiment was finished, a large party of gentlemen con-* 
nected with coal-mining partook of an excellent dinner provided at 
the Grand Stand for the occasion, when the afternoon was spent in 
the most agreeable and convivial manner. — Ibid. 

September 21. — Died, at South Shields, Mr. William Bell, miller, 
aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

September 28. — The Hall Pit at Fatfield colliery, in the parish of 
Chester-le-street, fired from the foul air, and thirty-two men and boys 
were killed — Ibid. 

October 6. — The rev. John Hodgson presented to the Antiquarian 
society of Newcastle, a Styca of the Northumbrian sovereign, Ecgfrith, 
who acceded in 670, and was killed by the Picts in 685. The coin 
in question was one of several found in the chapel yard of Heworth, 
in the county of Durham, enclosed in a small vessel of red eartiien« 



128 



lOOAL HISTORIANS 



La. 



. 1813. 



ware, slightly oroamented. The Styca is a small copper coin of ex- 
treme curiosity, as it precedes any other known issue of the Northum- 
brian mint nearly 150 years. Of those found aa above, about a dozen 
of the most perfect were preserved. The vessel in which they had 
been deposited was also presented to the above society. — Sorter. 

1813 (Oct. 10).-The Wesleyan Methodist chapel, on the New-road, 
Newcastle, was opened for divine service, and collections were made 
towards the building, amounting to nearly ^90. Part of this building 
was fifterwards used as a granary, but the whole building is now again 
used as a place of worship. The registers of births and baptisms 
commence in 1797.—^. of Pari. Com., ^c. 

October 18. — Died, in Newcastle, aged 55 years, Mr. Isaac Qamer, 
printer. He was the author of many poetical pieces of considerable 
merit, which appeared in different journals, among which are " The 
Hind, or a voyage to the West Indies," " The Splendid Guinea," 
" Sonnet to the Rainbow," &c. These pieces particularly attracted 
public notice. — Local Bee. 

November 3. — The members of the Antiquarian society of Newcas- 
tle, held their first meeting in an apartment in the castle of that town, 
called the kings chamber, which had been fitted up for their use by the 
corporation. The first part of the Society's transactions was publish- 
ed in Newcastle in 1816, under the title of Ardteoloffia .JSUana. 



CHAPTER VI. 



a the month t^ November, 1813, after a 

heavy rain, the hilt of a Scottish dagger 

was found at Eachwick in Northumberland. 

Gfflieral Lesly had hia camp on Throckley- 

fell, his own quarters on Heddon-hiw, where, 

with gUesea, he saw all passing wiUiin the 

Engtish oamp, opposite Newbum, on the 

south dde of the Tyne. His soldiers drank 

a well dry, never done before, and took all 

the cattle at Eachwick, but gave receipts for them. It v/as near the 

above spring this hilt was found. It is of buckhom, ornamented 

with figures of the rose, crown, thistle, &c., from which, as well as 

from the place of its discovery, it is conjectured to have belonged to 

a Scottish dagger or dirk, not older than the days of James I, — 

^earman'i MSS., J. BelVs Gol. 

November 11. — Died at Collingwood Main, near North Shields, 
Mrs. Kiehardson, aged lOi years. She retained all her faculties to 
within a few weeks of her death. — Local Papers. 

About three o'clock on the morning of the same day, a fire broke 
out in a wooden tenement, in a garden, in Pandon Dean, near Vind- 
lane, Newcastle, occupied by a person named Brown, a house oai^ 
penter, as a workshop and dwelling room. All the clothes, tools, fur- 
niture, and stock in trade of the sufferer were consumed. — Ihid. 

November 16, and the following day, the Northumberland mihtia 
passed through Newcastle, on its route to Scotland. The van division 
of the r^ment, which was headed by lieut.-colonel Coulson, was, 
on its entnuice into the town, greeted with a salute of guns from the 
castle, the bells of St, Nicholas' church rang a peal, and every 
demonstration of joy was displayed, in compliment to the " Lad» of 
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ths Tym^'' The crowds of people assembled to meet them were im- 
mense. Dean-street was completely blocked as they marched up. 
The regiment had not been in Newcastle for upwards of ten years. 
June 24th, 1814, this regiment was disembodied at Alnwick; they 
had been in actual service upwards of eleven years. — Local Papers, 

1813 (November 20). — An alarming fire broke out in a building 
adjoining to Clavering-place chapel, in Newcastle, which was entirely 
consumed, with its contents, including a valuable library belonging 
to the society. By great exertions, the chapel and the neighbouring 
houses were saved from conflagration. An extensive library in Mr. 
Cuthbert^s house adjoining was greatly injured, and at one time the 
fire had caught the roof of the chapel. — Ibid. 

November 29. — Edward Moises, aged 16 years, only son of the rev. 
Edward Moises, M.A., and Christopher Hesleton, aged 17 years, 
were unfortunately drovmed in the new water pond on the town-moor, 
Newcastle, from the ice giving way, whilst skaiting upon it. There is 
a neat mural monument to the memory of the former put up in 
the vestibule of All Saints' church, within which is introduced his 
watch, standing at the time when it was stopped by the water. — Ibid. 

November 29. — Sunderland was illuminated three nights, to com- 
memorate, the glorious news of Holland and Hanover being free. 
On the above night, the town shone with great brilliance, when were 
displayed numerous devices and transparencies of " Orange Boven,'' 
" Wellington,^' &c. &c. The only drawback to the general joy was 
the demolition of numerous windows which were not lit up. — Ibid. 

November. — A pitman removing a stone from the bottom of the 
engine pit, at Cowpen colliery, at the depth of 104 fathoms, received 
a blow on the face from some animal, which was lurking underneath. 
The terrified pitman, after some time recovered himself, and calling 
others to his assistance, they attacked the enemy, which proved to be 
a fine silver eel twenty-two inches long. — Ibid. 

December. — At Jarrow colliery, a large stone fell on two pitmen, 
and crushed them to death. — Genfs Mag. 

December 15. — In celebration of lord Algernon Percy having at- 
tained his twenty-first year, the bells of the diflferent churches in 
Newcastle were rung through the day. The morning was ushered in 
at North Shields by a discharge of twenty-one guns in the Market- 
place. At noon, the Percy volunteer cavalry, commanded by captain 
Coward, paraded in the Market-place, and fired b, fm dejoie^ which 
was returned by a round of twenty-one guns. At sun-set another 
discharge of twenty-one guns took place, after which there was a 
grand dinner at Mrs. Carr's, the Northumberland arms inn ; William 
Linskill, esq., in the chair. His lordship was at this time serving his 
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country in the royal navy, stationed in the Mediterranean sea. — Local 
Papers. 

1813 (Dec. 22). — There was a grand dinner at the assembly-rooms 
in Newcastle, in commemoration of the deliverance of Holland from 
French oppression, and of the series of brilliant successes which had 
attended the arms of England and those of her allies. About six 
o'^clock the company, consisting of two hundreds, sat down to dinner, 
the right worshipful the mayor of Newcastle in the chair. The out- 
side of the building was literally covered with variegated lamps, with 
the words " Orange Boven**"* in gilt letters. A transparency of the 
^^DtUch Night-mari'' representing Buonaparte asleep in his tent, with 
a huge Dutchman seated upon his breast, smoking his pipe, excited 
considerable curiosity. — Ibid. 

December 24. — About half-past one o'^clock on the morning, an ex- 
plosion took place in Felling colliery, by which nine men and thirteen 
boys were hurried into eternity, several others severely burnt, and all 
the under-ground horses but one destroyed. The accident occurred 
at the time of calling course, or when one set of men were relieving 
another. Several of the morning shift men were standing round the 
mouth of the pit, waiting to go down, when the blast occurred, and 
the part who had just descended met it soon after they had reached 
the bottom of the shaft ; these were most miserably burnt and man- 
gled. Among the unfortunate sufferers were the two overmen of the 
colliery, Mr. William Haswell and Mr. Thomas Morrows, and two of 
the deputies, Mr. Robert Stoves and Mr. Martin Greener. The 
deceased men left eight widows and eighteen fatherless children. — 
Genfs. Mag. 

December 28. — In a pit belonging to Mr Burdon, of Hartford, a 
man named Nicholson, upon whom a large stone fell while ascending 
the pit, had his head cleft in two, and died instantly ; while another, 
in the same loop, had his thigh dreadfully lacerated, but kept his 
hold both of the rope and of the dead man till they reached the top. 
Two men at the bottom of the pit were also injured. — lUd. 

The church of Elwick, in the county of Durham, dedicated to St. 
Peter, was this year considerably repaired, and the leaden roof ex- 
changed for slate. It is a picturesque, grey structure, with a low 
massy tower and buttresses. — Surtees. 

This year, died, at Bamardcastle, Hugh Maclaine, aged 104 
years. — Local Papers. 

Bethel chapel (Independent) Darlington. The register of births 
and baptisms, extending from 1813 to 1837. — Bep. of Pari. Com. 

1814 (Jan. 15.) — The frost was so intense, that the river Tyne, at 
Newcastle, was completely frozen over. The temptation to indulge in 
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skaiting was not to be resisted ; and on the above day (Saturday) a 
Dutch seaman put the strength of the ice to the test, by passing over 
it with beef bones tied to the soles of his shoes, and a long pole of 
wood in his hand, that in case llie ice had broken under him, he 
might have supported himself with the pole until asfidfitaiice had been 
afforded him. Numbers soon afterwards ventured upon it, and the 
next day, notwithstanding it snowed very hard almost the whole time^ 
the skaiters were numerous, and continued their diversion till the 
evening. On the Monday and Tuesday, the ice having been swept 
by the keelmen, who, by this means, endeavoured to raise a little 
money to maintain themselves whilst laid off work by the frost, the 
number of people who ventured upon the ice was very great, and even 
ladies graced the scene with their presence. The skaiters were very 
nimierous, and amongst those who delighted the spectators by their 
grace and expertness in this most elegant exercise, were particularly 
noticed Outhbert Ellison, esq., M. P. for Newcastle, and Messrs. Gib- 
son, Home, Bigge, Smith, &c. The ice, after these two days, was 
covered with such a quantity of snow as to render skaiting impracti- 
cable. The snow being reduced by a quantity of rain which fell, 
became afterwards so frozen as to present once more an uncommonly 
thick surface of ice. Of this opportunity numbers availed themselves ; 
the river, for several days, continued to be covered with crowds of 
people, amusing themselves in different ways upon its surface. Several 
booths were erected upon the ice, for the sale of spirituous liquors, 
and some fires kindled. The immense thickness of the ice removing 
all fear of danger, numerous parties, of all ages, ranks, and both sexes, 
were to be seen in every direction, perambulating its glassy surface, 
and enjoying the novelty of the scene. Several races took place, 
both with and without skates, for prizes consisting principally of diff- 
erent pieces of wearing apparel, as hats, stockings, &c., but in one 
instance, of the substantial comfort oi n,leg of mutton I These affor- 
ded great amusement. On other parts of the ice, parties might be 
seen playing at foot-ball, quoits, &c,, and in other directions, fruit 
and cake sellers, fiddlers, pipers, razor-grinders, recruiting parties, 
&o., were to be met with. In short, the whole scene more resembled 
a country wake or fair, or the vicinity of a race-ground, than anything 
else to which it could be compared. From the brilliancy of the moon, 
which was then at full, the sports were continued each night to a late 
hour. Another partial thaw took place, but a very sharp frost suc- 
ceeding, tiie same scenes and amusements were renewed. On one 
day, a horse and a sledge were upon the ice, and on another, a horse 
and a gig. Both getting on and off the ice was attended with some 
difficulty, the edges being so broken by the rising and falling of the 
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tide. Gangways were laid down at difier«nt places, to remedy this 
inoonvwiieQce, and a toll being exacted from every person who parsed 
over, became a source of revenue for those persons who were deprived 
of empltyjnnent by the £rost. Each gangway was attended by four men, 
^Ao were changed every day. The avra^ge thickness of the ice was 
about ten inches ; in some places there was a donUe ice. The sheet 
which admitted of dtailing extended &om Bedheuf^ to the Glass- 
hoiffie bridge, though the navigation of the river was oonq)letely closed, 
as far down as St. Peter's quay. On Saturday the 5th of February a 
permanent thaw commenced in the neighbourhood, and in the night 
of Sunday, the ice broke up in the Tyne about Newcastle bridge, 
happily vritbout cauung much damage. On Monday and Wednesday 
the masses floating down the river, nearly choaked the harbour at 
Shields ; but, few ships being in the port, trifling damage was sus- 
tained. — Local Papers. 



NEWCASTLt FROM T 



At Berwick, fifty gentlemen dined in a tent fixed on the ice on 
the river Tweed. One of the company was present at a similar fete 
held on the Tweed in 1740. — Gmfs. Mag. 

1814 (Feb. 8). — Died, at Tweedmouth, aged 94 years, James Robin* 
son, an eccentric character, commonly called Jemmy Dumps. He was 
a drum-major at the battle of Preston, in 1746, and was highly oficn- 
ded when told that he r&n away on that day. He gained his livelihood 
by leading coals and sand, and attending to faAners' carts, on the 
High-street at Berwick. He slept in the same apartment with his 
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asses, and had not lain on a bed for twenty-two years. — Local Bee. 

1814 (February.) — This month, two swords were found at Ewart 
Park, near Wooler ; they seemed to be a compound of brass and 
copper, the handles quite wasted by time. They were twenty-one 
inches long from the handle to the point, and were found in a per- 
pendicular position, as if stuck down on purpose. One of them was 
presented to the Antiquarian society of Newcastle, by Mrs. St. Pauly 
of Ewart Park. — Local Papers, 

February 20.- — Died, at Polam Farm, near Darlington, John Yar- 
row, aged 110 years. He was a native of lV|[ason Dinnington, in 
Northumberland ; was a servant to a farmer near North Shields, in 
1715; and remembered assisting at the plough when the constables 
went into the field, and demanded the horses to convey military stores 
during the rebellion. He was able, the preceding summer, to cut turf 
in a field, as well as to attend to many domestic and rural occupations ; 
his diet chiefly consisted of bread, milk, and cheese. — Ibid. 

February 23. — Died, at Gapheaton Clock-mill, Mrs. Margaret 
Tours, aged 104 years. — lUd. 

February 28. — Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Mary 
Taylor, aged 103 years. She possessed all her faculties to the last 
moment, and walked about on the morning of her death. — Ibid. 

March 6. — As the sexton was digging a grave on the north side 
of Ghatton church, he found a stone coffin about ten inches below the 
surface. It was secured and neatly covered with three stones. In 
the coffin were the remains of a human body. The skull was nearly 
perfect, and the teeth of the upper jaw were a full set ; the thigh 
bone measured eighteen inches ; but the skull was nearly full of water. 
The earth being carefully examined, one of Robert Bruce's silver 
pennies was found, also a steel spur, and several relics of ornamental 
brass and iron work, supposed to be the remains of the helmet of the 
warrior who had been interred in the coffin. The rev. Joseph Gook, 
of Newton hall, vicar of Ghatton, offers the following remarks on the 
discovery of this ancient stone coffin. " In 1318, Robert Bruce and 
his adherents had been excommunicated by the Pope for contumacy 
to his highnesses messengers, and having assaulted and taken the 
fortress of Berwick, as well as those of the castles of Wark, Har- 
bottle, and Mitford, and laid waste all the intervening country, it is 
probable that this warrior, now alluded to, fell at this juncture ; and 
that the vicar of Ghatton, on the strength of the above-named ana- 
thema, refused sepulture to his remains in any other part of the con- 
secrated ground, than that of the north side of the church, the place 
in those times allotted, I believe, for the unhallowed interment of 
excommunicated unfortunates. — Mackenzie's Northd. 
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1814 (March 12). — As some labourers were at work on the summit 
of a green hill, in the farm of Old Earle, near Wooler, they struck in- 
to a complete urn of baked clay, unglazed, inverted on a flat stone, a 
little inclined. Some fragments of a human skull, and other bones, 
in a sound dry state, and a thin piece of flint, were found under the 
urn. The small end of the urn was not a foot below the surface, with 
a few stones remaining over it. — Loccd Papers. 

April 5. — ^An explosion took place in Howdon pit, Percy Main 
colliery, i^hen four human beings lost their lives. — Ihid. 

April 7. — Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 82 years. William Hutch- 
inson, esq., F. S. A., clerk of the lieutenancy of the county of Durham, 
whose death was preceded only two or three days by that of his wife, 
aged 78 years; they were both interred in the same grave. Mr. 
Hutchinson had distinguished himself by the publication of three 
county histories, 1. "A View of Northumberland, with an Excursion 
to the Abbey of Mailross, in Scotland,"" 1776, 1778, 2 vols. 4to. 
2. " The History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham,"" 
1785, 1787, 1794, 3 vols. 4to. 3. " The History of the County of 
Cumberland, and some places adjacent, &c. &c,"" 1794, 2 vols. 4to. 
He also published "An Excursion to the Lakes in Cumberland and 
Westmorland,"" 1776, 8vo."" "The Spirit of Masonry,"" 12mo., and 
various dramatic and miscellaneous works. There is a small portrait 
of Mr. Hutchinson on the title page of the Spirit of Masonry, also on 
the same plate with that of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, 
F. S. A., which forms the frontispiece of the 8th volume of Nichols 
Literary Anecdotes. — Gewts. Mag, 

April 9. — ^Died, at Sunderland, Mary Pearson, aged 101 years. — 
Local Papers. 

April 13. — The city of Durham was illuminated on account of the 
news of the surrender of Paris to the Allies. On the morning, a 
great number of red, white, and orange flags were hoisted out of the 
windows in the different streets, which had a very good effect. The 
signal for lighting was given by the bells of the cathedral, and the 
other churches beginning a merry peal at eight o"clock, and in a short 
time after, the whole city and suburbs were apparently in a blaze. 
The fountain in the college was tastefully decorated with coloured 
lamps, &c., as was also the town-hall. The many transparencies and 
devices which were exhibited at the principal houses, shewed an un- 
common degree of taste. An effigy of Buonaparte, mounted on an 
old horse, was carried through the streets, and at length brought to 
the market-place and committed to the flames. — Ihid. 

May 1. — Petitions to parliament, from Newcastle, against any 
alteration in the com laws, were transmitted to the members of par- 
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liament for that town. They were signed by 11,500 persons, and 
filled ninety skins of parchment. — Loeal Papers. 

1814 (May 3). — The foundation stone of the Independent chapel in 
Ghester-le-street, was laid. The register of births and baptisms, 
extending from 1813 to 1837. — Rep. of Pari. Com. S^c. 

May 9. — Samuel Walker Parker, esq., entertained a large party to 
supper, &c., at his house at Low Elswick, near Newcastle. The Shot 
Tower was illuminated both inside and out with coloured Icmips; 
round the galleries, &c., on the outside, and placed at intervals quite 
up the winding staircase in the inside ; the tout ensemble had a fine 
e&ct. A considerable quantity of excdlent fire-works was discharge 
ed from the field behind the works, and considerably heightened the 
pleasure of the scene. The Shot Tower was also illuminated. — 
Ibid. 

May 10. — Haying been fixed for the illumination of Newcastle, 
on account of the peace of Europe, it was a day of general joy, and 
the town was crowded with strangers. Precisely at twelve o^dock 
the ri^t worshipful Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, the recorder, alder- 
men, sheriff, town-clerk, and the other officers of the body corporate, 
attended by the stewards, and a numerous company of the free bur* 
gesses, went in procession from the Guildhall to the Westgate, to lay 
the foundation stone of a new hospital for indigent freemen and their 
widows. Upon the procession coming in view of the castle, a salute 
of twenty-one guns was fired, M^ch was returned with loud cheering 
in the open area fronting St. Nicholas'' church. The procession then 
moved forward to the site of the building, and the arrangements hav- 
ing been previously made, the town derk read the inscription en- 
graved upon a plate of brass, which being deposited, the mayor laid the 
foundation stone in due form, and then standing upon it, congratu- 
lated the immense assemblage of spectators on the combination of 
charity and public happiness in tjie business of the day. Mr. Joseph 
Clark then followed, and after a neat speech, proposed that the build- 
ing should be called *' The Peace and Unity Hospital.^' This was 
agreed to, and loudly cheered. The procession then returned in form 
to the Guildhall, where it separated. At half-past eight o'clock in 
the evening, the signal for illuminating was given by a gun from the 
the castle, and the town was presently in a blaze of light. Never 
before was such an illumination seen in Newcastle. The weather 
also was favourable, dark, dry, and calm; and though the streets 
were crowded to excess, through the precautions taken by the mayor, 
all disorder was avoided ; not a gun was fired nor a squib let off. 
Many persons wore white cockades; the number of variegated 
lamps was very great, and probably the devices, serious and hum- 
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ouroufi, exceeded four hundred. At twelve o^clock a gun from the 
castle, announced the time for extinguishing the Kghts. Not less 
than between forty and fifty thousand people were in the streets, 
many of them from a great distance, and coaches and boats, with 
passengers. Were seen leaving Newcastle at eleven and twelve o'*clock 
at night. — Local Papers. 

1814 (May 12).-— Nortii Sliields was most brilliantly illuminated 
in honour of the peaoe.-*-/5irf. 

Illuminations and other rejoicings took place at South Shields, at 
Berwick, Belford, Darlington, Stockton, Sunderland, and the other 
towns in Northumberland and Durham; each town vicing with the 
other in testifying their loyalty by various elegant transparencies and 
mottoes. — Hid, 

May 14. — Saturday Mr. Edward Wiggan, farmer, near Bedling- 
ton, was arrested in Newcastle, for a debt of twenty-one pounds, and 
safely lodged in gaol. At the time of his arrest^ he gave assurance 
that he would not long be in confinement, and on Tuesday, the 17th 
attempted his meditated escape in a manner which scarce afibrds an 
example of similar foolhardiness. Whilst walking with the other 
^btors on the top of the prison, he mounted the parapet next to 
OaJlowgate, where the wall was fifty feet high, and leapt off in 
the hope of reaching a dunghill which lay at about five yards from 
the wall of the prison. He succeeded in reaching the outer edge of 
the dunghill, in which he sunk up to his knees, and it was perhaps 
owing to this circumstance that none of his bones were broken by 
the fall, but he was so dreadfully shaken, that on taking him up, no 
hopes were entertained of His recovery. He finally surmounted the 
injury. — Ibid. 

May 19. — The Tyne Steam Packet, the first built upon that river 
for ihe conveyance of passengers, &c., between Newcaustle and Shields, 
commenced its course* Being Ascension day, it joined the procession 
o( barges, &c., and was a gr^it novdty. It was afterwards named 
"The Perseverance." There are now (1843) one huiidred and 
mneteen steam packets plying upon the Tyne. — Local Bee* ^Sfc. 

May 31. — The society of Arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Edward Backhouse, of Darlington, i<»r planting 363^600 larches cm 
waste land. — Local Papers^ 

Same day, the society of Arts presented a silver medal and ten 
guineas to Mr. William Martin, of Wallsend, Northumberland, for 
his invention of a spring weighing machine. This very ingenious 
and self-taught mechanic was born at the Tow House, near Haltwhis- 
tle^ in Northumberland, and is brother of Mr. John Mcu*tin, the 
cdebrated painter and engraver, and also of Jonathan Martin, who 
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is of conaiderable notoriety for having set fire to York catiiedral. 
Mr. William Martin claims the original invention of the safety lamp ; 
he has also made various models of bridges, railways, Ssc. &c,, which 
prove him to 'be possessed of great mechanical ingenuity. In the 
year 1821, he published "A New System of Natural Philosophy, on 
the Principle of Perpetual Motion," with a portrait, 8vo. This very 
curious work, in which he refvtet sir Isaac Newton's Philosophy, is 
replete with visions, dreams, robberies, &c. &c. Ihis variously tal- 
ented man has engraved several copper and steel plates ; he is also a 
Poet ! and has published "A New Philosophical Song or Poem Book, 
called the Northumberland Bard, or the Downfall of all false Philoso- 
phy," 1827, 8vo. He has repeatedly lectured in Newcastle and the 
neighbouring towns and villages, on his own system of Natural Philo- 
sophy. In June 1830, he undertook a lecturing tour tlirough England, 
and returned in the summer of the following year, and, he says, with 
success, nobody daring to defend the Newtonian system. Mr, Martin 
is a writer upon almost every subject, and has drawn forth attacks from 
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numerous anonymous scribblers; these he treats with ^eat con- 
tempt, always boldly signing himself " William Martin, Nat. Phil, 
and Poet.*" The above portrait is engraved from Mr. Parker's paint- 
ing of the philosopher. — Local Bec.^ Sec. 

1814 (May.) — ^Died at Ovingham, in Northumberland, Mrs. John- 
son, aged 100 years. — Local Papers, 

May. — A society, of which sir Balph Milbanke was president, was 
instituted, under the patronage of the duke of Northumberland, and 
many of the nobility and gentry of the north, having for its object 
the prevention of those sudden and disastrous explosions in coal mines, 
of which the melancholy effects have been so frequently experienced. 
Part of their plan was to publish a report, containing a comprehen- 
sive view of the modes of ventilation then practised in the north of 
England, and also, if their funds would enable them, to offer pre- 
miums for the best treatises, or any further important discovery or 
improvement, which might effectually promote the object they had 
in view. — Genfs Mag. 

June 2. — The skeleton of a man was found at the depth of thirty 
fathoms, in an old pit at Chirton, near North Shields. The discov- 
ery excited much curiosity. The duke of Argyle, who resided at 
Chirton, in the reign of William III., built a small house of undressed 
stone, in a shrubbery, which was afterwards converted into a brothel. 
About the year 1784, a young seafaring man disappeared, and was 
never more heard of. One of the inmates of this house, vulgarly 
called CusAet Hall, remembered a young man being rudely taken 
away from her by three men on the Newcastle road, and he was 
supposed to have been thrown down the pit near the house. The pit 
was then being filled up by order of the owners ; the rubbish had 
filled it to within about thirty or forty fathoms of the top, and the 
workmen proceeded and entirely closed it. The owners of Col- 
lingwood Main having occasion for a shaft there, caused the rubbish 
to be cleared out, in doing which the skeleton was discovered. 
Several of the ribs were broken. The soles of the shoes were very 
perfect. — Local Bee. 

June 11. — Died, John Erasmus Blackett, esq. senior alderman of 
the corporation of Newcastle, and father of lady CoUingwood. — J, 
BdTs Cd. 

June 20. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Ann Corby, aged 105 
years, who, till within a year of her death, earned her subsistence by 
selling vegetables. She retained her mental faculties till her death. 
— Local Papers. 

June 25. — At noon the right worshipful the mayor of Newcastle, 
attended by the other officers of the corporation, and preceded by th« 
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mace, eword of state, &c., and trumpeters, walked in procession from 
the Guildhall to proclaim the pence, which woe done by the town-mar- 
shal, upon the Sandhill, and aft«rwardB in the Wheat-market, in 
Newgate -street, and in the Castle-garth. The prooes«on wae loudly 
cheered by the populace, and saluted by a dieoharge of guns from the 
castle, and peals of bells from St. Nicholas' church. — Local Papers. 



IS14 (June). — Died, at North Shields, Mr. William Bobson, aged 
101 years. — Local Papers. 

July 20. — South Shields was visited by a tremendous thunder 
storm, which occasioned considerable damage. The electric fluid 
entered the house of Mr. Oliver, in Albion-street, and passed along 
the bell wires into two or three rooms, in one of which a bedstead, 
bedding, &o. were literally burnt to ashes, but, fortunately, the fire 
was extinguished without doing further harm. The dwelling-house of 
Mr. Hodge, adjoining Mr. 01iver''s, was also much injured, several of 
the chimnies were thrown down, and the roof considerably damaged. 
Happily no part of either family received the slightest injury. A 
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person in Mrs. Emn^oQ''s, the Black bnll public house, high end of 
the town, was struck during the storm, but not materially hurt ; at 
the same time, the clock in the room where he sate, was very 
much shattered. — Local Papers. 
1814 (July). — When Ohesterhope common was divided, and the 
new fences were making to it, Mr. Shipley, who now 
farms Fourlaws, and the colliery there, found several gold 
beads in a cairn on the east side of Watlmg-street, and on 
the allotment of common which was sold by Mr. Reed of 
Ghipchase to Mr. Shanks of Whitstone-house. Only a 
small portion of the cairn, about a square yard of the 
centre of it, was left when Mr. Shipley began to remove 
its remains, and the beads were found scattered, loosely 
about among the stones of it ; and two bronze hoop-brace- 
lets, each about the thickness of a gooseys quill, and one 
of them much corroded, were found with them. Four- 
teen of the beads were sent to Alnwick castle ; a few of 
them dispersed among persons in the neighbourhood ; and 
a few more have been found amongst the moulds on the 
site of the cairn, after heavy rains. They are of thin gold, 
and of the form represented in the margin. — HodgswCs 
Northd, 

July 28. — Between two and three o'clock in the after- 
noon, whilst the atmosphere was obscured by a dense fog, 
the town and vicinity of North Shields was visited by a 
violent storm of thunder and lightning. In its commence- 
ment the thunder rolled with awful grandeur until it nearly 
attained its dimax, when the hearing became suddenly 
stunned by a tremendous crash. The lightning struck the 
house of Mrs. Wilkinson, the Bull-ring inn, broke several 
tiles, descended from the upper story to the next, forced 
out a number of bricks, damaged^ the window boards, en- 
tered the apartment beneath, and broke a bullion square 
of glass in the shop window of an anchor-smith adjoining. 
The grandson of Mrs. Wilkinson was slightly struck by the 
electric fluid and much terrified ; fears being entertained on account 
of the servant who had been employed in the upper story, some 
persons proceeded to the spot, when they were much shocked on finding 
the poor girl sadly scorched on her side and neck, her voice was enfeeb- 
led ; her clothes were considerably burnt, and her pockets torn off. 
She eventually recovered. The lightning also struck and materially 
injured the warehouse of Messrs. Coward and JohnscHi, from whence 
directing its course to the house of Mrs. Wealands adjoining, it entered 
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a clock which stood at the head of the stau*-case, which it shiv- 
ered to fragments, leaving the metal work miinjured ; proceeding from 
the clock, the lightning burst the door frame near which Mrs. W. 
was standing, threw the opposite door off the hinges, and in its descent 
broke the four wooden supporters of a bird-cage without injuring the 
bird, or appearing to have even touched the wires. The glass of the 
window through which it made its final exit, was shivered to pieces. 
Two boats were sunk on the south side of the river. During the 
most considerable part of the night there was lightning and thunder, 
and the rain descended in torrents, — Local Papers, 

1814 (Aug. 10). — A grand masonic procession took place in Newcas- 
tle, on account of the union of the Athol with St. Nicholas^ lodge. 
Therewere about six hundred in the procession, amongst whom were 
sir J. E. Swinburne, bart., P. G. M., sir M. W. Bidley, bart., M.P., 
Guthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., William Loraine, esq., Isaac Oookson, 
esq., the rev. John GoUinson, rector of Gateshead, the rev. Mr. Was- 
ney, &c. In consequence of the vicar of Newcastle having refused 
the use of St. Nicholas' church, the procession marched to Gateshead 
church, where they heard divine service, after which £\\2. 16s lOd. 
was collected for the benefit of the Newcastle infirmary. Two hun- 
dred and fourteen of the brethren afterwards dined At the Turk's 
head inn. — Ibid, 

August 12. — ^A melancholy accident happened at Hebbum colliery, 
near Newcastle. Elias Mould, under-viewer, had descended one of 
the pits, with the deputies and overmen, to change the course of the 
air for ventilation, when the pit fired, and himself and ten other* 
were unfortunately burnt to death. — Ibid, 

August 14. — Died, in Parliament-place, 
Westminster, Edward Hussey Delaval, 
esq., of Doddington, in Northumberland, 
aged 85 years. Mr. Delaval was a miui 
of very distinguished genius and merit. 
He was M. A. and fellow of Pembroke-hall, 
Cambridge, and an excellent classical scho- 
lar. Chemistry and experimental philoso- 
phy were his favourite pursuits. In 1750, 
he was elected a member of the Boyal soci- 
ety, and in 1765 was complimented with 
their gold medal, for a paper which he read to that illustrious body. 
The literary and philosophical society of Manchester also voted him 
their gold medal for his philosophical researches ; and the royal socie- 
ties of Upsal and Gottingen, and the institute of Bologna, unsolicited, 
enrolled him amongst their members. Mr. Delaval corresponded. 
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and was in habits m intimacy, with most of the scientific characters 
of his day. — Man. Mag, 

1814. — In the summer of this year, some workmen discovered, on the 
northern side of the southern peak of the Tunstall-hills, near Sunder- 
land, about six feet from the base, a rude sepulchre, formed of common 
limestones, and covered with the same materials. On the floor were 
deposited the fragments of three urns of very rude and inelegant form, 
ornamented with a zigzag ; and all of them containing a rich dark 
mould, in which were interspersed small fragments of bone, and some 
human teeth. — Suriees. 

August 25. — There were upwards of 10,000 salmon in Berwick 
market, which had been caught in the river Tweed. — Local Papers. 

September 8. — Died, in London, Mr. Thomas Spence, a native of 
Newcastle, author of several curious political works. Mr. S. devised 
and published a plan by which all human kind could be provided with 
sustenance without pauperism. In 1801, he imderwent a state prose- 
cution, was convicted, and endured a yearns incarceration, and was 
also subjected to a fine, of which he ever after boasted, and used to 
say it would be the means of one day ushering his doctrines into uni* 
versal notice. His remains were attended by a numerous throng of 
political admirers. Appropriate medallions were distributed, and a 
pair of scales preceded his body, indicative of the justice of his views. 
One of his friends made an oration over his grave illustrative of his 
public and private qualities. Upon Mr. Spence's principles a sect was 
founded, called " The Spenceans.^' — Local Bee. 

September 9. — An explosion took place in the Leafield colliery, in 
the parish of Chester-le-street, which killed four men, and much 
injured five others. — Ibid. 

September 10. — The first number of the Durham county Adver- 
tiser was published in Durham, by the firm of Franfcis Humble 
and Co. This was originally " The Newcastle Advertiser," and, after 
having had various owners, it was removed to Durham. It is at pre- 
sent published by Mr. Francis Humble. — Ihid. 

September 20.— A grand musical festival commenced at Newcastle, 
which continued for three days. The performances consisted of three 
grand oratorios in St. NichoW church, and three miscellaneous con- 
certs in the theatre. On the last day there were between two and 
three thousand persons at the church, and the theatre was crowded to 
excess. The receipts exceeded <£*2,300 ; one-fifth was given to the 
infirmary. Every one who partook of the mental treat expressed the 
utmost satisfaction at the wonderful powers of Madam Gatalani and 
Mr. Braham. — Local Paipen. 

October 8. — About three o^clock on the morning, a fire was discov- 
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ered in the fum-yard of Mr. Ralph Atkins(», of South Gosforth, 
near Newcastle, which destroyed the whole of the hay, amounting to 
about one hundred and fifty tons, together with eleven com'Sta^is. 
The fire originated from the heating of the haystacks. The thraisb- 
ing machine was also much damaged. — Local Papers, 

1814 (Oct. 22). — An inquest was held at Bie^opwearmouth pians, on 
the body of Margaret Poole, who had poisoned herself by purposely 
taking a large quantity of laudanam. The coroner s verdict was 
*^ Felo de se,^^ and in consequence she was buried in the public high- 
way, on the 24th, in the presence of a great concouTYse of spectators^ 
— Hid, 

October 28. — Died, at Cleasby, near Darlington, Ann Donnel, aged 
105 years. — Ibid. 

November 8. — A new bridge built over the river Till, near Bed 
Soar, in Northumberland, fell with a tremendous crash. The archi- 
tect, who was below, removing some props, waM unfbrtunately killed, 
being buried in the ruins. — Ibid. 

November 11. — Died, in the Manor chare, Newcastie, Mr. Williara 
Middleton, aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

November 19. — Died, at Stockton*upon-Tees, aged 70 years, vice- 
admiral Nathan Brunton. He first entered the navy in the year 1771, 
and served on board the Mariborough, as an able seaman ; mastered 
mate on board the same ship; and on the 19th of September, 1777, 
was promoted to be a lieutenant ; on the 21st March, 1782, to' be a 
commander; in 1783, to be a post-captain; in 1805, was made a 
rear-admiral of the blue ; in 1810 a vice-admiral of the blue ; and on 
the 4th of June, 1814, to be a vice-admiral of the white. The infir^ 
mity of deafness, having greatly increased, was the reason why he 
cotdd not be employed in the latter period of his life in more active 
service. His gallantry, and intrepidity in command, were well known ; 
and he sustained the honest character of a British sailor in the most 
honourable manner. — Brewster 8 Stooktm. 

November 27. — Died, at Percy Main, near North Shields, Mrs. 
Mary Tulip, spinster, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

December 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mary Porch, aged 1 00 jears. — 
Ibid. 

December 10. — Died, at his house in Somerset-street, Portman 
square, London, in the 81st year of his age, the rev Dr. Scott, rector 
of Simonbum, in Northumberland. This very popular divine was a 
native of Leeds. He published ten Occasional Sermons, also three 
Seatonion Prize Poems, &;c., whidii exalt him high as a poet. As a 
public speaker he had scarce an equal, and his compositions were of 
the most elegant kind.. — Local Bee. 
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1814 (Deo. 16). — ^A great hurricaDe oommenced about sun-rise, and 
continued through the whole day, which did great damage in New^ 
castle and the neighbourhood. About eight yards ^f the parapet wall, 
wfakdi surrounds the roof of All Saints^ church, was blown into Sil- 
ver-street ; and a large stone urn was blown from the steeple, and 
fell at the head of the Butchers^ bank. A window also of that church 
one of St. Nicholas'*, and one of Hanover-square chapel, were blown 
in. Stacks of chimnies in the houses of George Waldie, esq., S. W. 
Park^, esq., Dr« Headlam, Mr. Turner, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bell, 
and many others, were blown down, and falling on the roofs, com- 
pletely destroyed them. A house belonging to Mr. Charles Turner, 
in Pilgrim-street, had the roof and two upper stories entirely destroy- 
ed. The high brick wall that enclosed Mr. Croser's garden in the 
Shield-fidd, was blown down into the lane. The fury of the tempest 
was most conspicuous in the vicinity of the river Tyne, which, swelled 
by the rains, came roUing down like a sea, and beating with fury 
against the bridge, the spray was carried forward by the wind into 
tl^ lower parts of the town, where it fell with all the eSeoi of a 
shower of rain. The ships at the quay were obliged to strike their 
topgallant-masts, and not a boat durst venture on the river. A 
sailor was blown from the mast of a vessel at the Quay, and, falling 
on the deck, was killed on the spot. Two wherries were upset in the 
river, 6rom, both of which the peofde were saved. Another, laden 
wiih cinders, was swamped near the Close. Several keels were also 
swamped, and ihe crews of several which were overtaken on their 
passage by the storm, were obliged to throw the greater part of their 
coals overboard, to save themselves from sinking. CarrVhill and 
Gateshead-feU, from their exposed situations, particularly felt the 
effects of the storm. A great part of Jarrow church was unroofed 
and many yards of a high garden wall at Westoe, belonging to 
William Ingham, esq., was blown down. The same gentleman had 
a hay stack blown down and scattered by the wind in all directions. 
Mimy other stacks shared the same fate, and several trees were torn 
up by the roots. At North Shields, several houses were unroofed, 
and numerous chimnies, walls, &;c., were blown down. Many keels 
and wherries were sunk, and a keel belonging to Messrs. Nichol and 
Ludlow was crushed to pieces. One man fell from a keel near the 
New quay, and was drowned in the sight of several persons who could 
render him no assistance. A keel was driven out to sea with its 
crew on board, who, after great exertions, happily succeeded in reach- 
ing Holy Island in safety. A garden- wall, of brick, thirty yards long, 
near Bedford-street, with the fruit-trees, was laid flat, almost in a 
mass. At Durham, and the vicinity, much damage was done. A 
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stack of chimnies in lord BaTrington''a houso, id the collego, boing 
blown down, fell upon the roof, through which it penetrated into the 
best lodging-room^ destroying the bed, and forcing ita way into the 
drawing-room below. Another stack of chimneys fell from the house 
of Dr. Gray into the college. At the new school in Claypath, large 
alatoe were blown to a distance of sixty yards : no person received any 
injury. At Sunderland the gale blew with indescribable fury. 
About one o'clock, a garden wall, on the east side of Nile-street, 
Bishopwearmouth, waa blown down, and Mr, George Cameron, a very 
respectable master mason, of Sunderland, who was passing by at the 
time, was so severely wounded on the head, that he only survived 
three hours. The bricks flew with such violence across the street as 
to break several squares of glass in the houses on the opposite side. 
Several houses in Sunderland and the neighbourhood were entirely 
unroofed, and numbers were partially so. — Loc<d Papers. 

1814. — Died at Whitley, near North Shields, Eleanor Gibson 
aged 108 years. — Ibid. 

When the workmen were, this 
year, forming the gears of Fawdon 
staith, at Wallaend, they met with 
much Ilonian masonry, and coins, a 
little above high-water mark. A 
very curious cauldron for heating 
water in was, also, laid open, and re- 
moved. It was square on the out- 
side, and oval within, measured 
three feet deep, and five feet across 
one way and six the other, and was 
lined with a iine smooth and hard 
coat of cement, about an inch thick. 
(Hodg»»C$ Northd.) The annexed 
representation of a piece of Roman pottery, found at Wallsend, is 
copied from an engraving in Brand's History of Newoastle. 

Henry ColUngwood Selby, esq., of Swansfield-house, near Alnwick, 
erected, on a commanding eminence called the Oamp-hill, a little to 
the south of his mansion, an elegant stone column, to commemorate 
the victorious efforts of Britain and her Allies, during the late war, 
and the restoration of peace to Europe, in the above year. On the 
square tablets of the four sides are suitable inscriptions. — Maeiemie. 
A handsome cross was this year erected at Corbridge, at the ex- 
pence of the late duke of Northumberhmd. In 1809, the old cross 
was taken down, and was in possession of the late George Anderson, 
esq., of Newcastle, who placed it in the Nun's-field, behind his honse; 
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but in 1828, when this piece of ground was thrown open to the public, 
it was again taken down. — Local Sec. 

1814. — The spire of Potter-gate tower, in Alnwick, was this year 
taken down, by order of the chamberlains and common coimcil of the 
borough. It bore a striking resemblance to the steeple of St. Nicholas'' 
church, in Newcastle. The tower, which was sixty feet in height, 
was erected on the site of the old gate, in the year 1768. — Mach 

An act of parliament was obtained, this year, for enclosing the 
borough lands or town fields of Grateshead, amounting to one hundred 
and fifty-seven acres. — Swrtees. 

1815 (Jan. 2). — The front of a house situated on the Bank-side, in 
the Gastle-garth, in Newcastle, tenanted by five families, fell down, 
and its inhabitants were placed in the greatest danger. Fortunately, 
however, a ladder was near the place, by the assistance of which, 
the children were taken out of the upper window from their perilous 
sikiation. — Local Papers, 

Under this date occurs the following entry in the register of Sea- 
ham, in the county of Durham: — "George Gordon Byron, Lord 
Byron of Boohdale, and Anne Isabella Milbanke of this parish, were 
married in Seaham House by special licence 2 Jan. 1815, by me Tho. 
Noel, Rector of Kirkby Mallory, Leicestershire, in presence of John 
Cam Hobhouse, of Chauntry House, Wilts, and Richard Wallis, 
Vicar of Seaham.'^ — Sharp's Chron. Mirdbile. 

January 15. — Died, at Park-house, near Morpeth, Mr. Greorge 
Jewit, dyer and bleacher, in his 100th year. — Local Papers. 

January 20. — Died, at South Shields, James Sheriff, seaman, aged 
100 years. — Ibid. 

January 29. — Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Thompson, aged 101 years. — Ihid. 

February 4. — Died, near Hexham, Mrs. Eleanor Charlton, aged 99 
years; her brother George, died at Birtley, aged 103 years; an- 
other brother, James, at Hexham, aged 97 ; and her sister Elizabeth, 
died at Wark, aged 100 years. — Ihid. 

February 4. — Died, at East Sleekburn, near Morpeth, Mr. Stephen 
Watson, farmer, aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

March 5.— The Newcastle petitions against the com bill, were this 
day (Sunday) sent off to London. There were three petitions, each 
sixty yards long, which contained twenty-five thousand five hundred 
signatures, all signed within the short space of two days. — Ihid. 

March 6. — Died, in Framwellgate, Durham, Jane Maddison, aged 
100 years.— iSw?. 

March 17. — Died, at Shadforth, near Durham, Mary Paddison, 
aged 103 years. — Ihid, 
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1815 ( March 20) . — In ihe afternoon, a number of mtegiuded persona, 
principally keelmen and caaters on the river Wear, assembled in a 
riotous manner near Sunderland, and determined to pull down the 
bridge which had been erected across Galley's gill, near Biahopwear- 
mouth, for the pnrpo«e of conveying the coal-wagons belonging to 
Meaera. Neaham and Co. to the staiths below. They thea proceeded 
to their work of destruotioD ; and having entirely pulled down the 
bridge, set fire to the staiths at the head of the bridge, and burnt all 
the maehinery which was erected there for the purpose of oonveying 
the waggons down the inclined plane to the spouta, where the coals 
were put on shipboard without tiie interventi<m of he^. They also 
pulled down one house, and unroofed several othws. Matters c(hi- 
tinued thus till a late hour at night, when a party of hone arrived 
from Newcastle, and dispersed the mob. One man was killed by 
some of the falling timbers striking him. These tumultuous proceed- 
ings originated in an idea, Uiat otheo: aitoilar ataitha were about to be 
erected upon the Wear, in consequence of which, there would not be 
so much employment for keelmen and casters. The injury done waa 
estimated at £6,000.— Local Papon. 

April 6. — Died, at Norton, near Stockton, Ann Gumming, aged 
JOl years. — Ibid. 



NURTON CHUaCH. DDRHAU (1830). 

May S. — A dreadful catastrophe occurred at Heaton main colliery, 
near Newcastle, by the breaking in of a quantity of water from the 
old workings, to which the pitman had unhappily approximated too 
closely. The workings of the ctJliery at this time were in one of the 
lower aeama, at a very great depth, having a considerable dip or inclin- 
ation from one side to the other, the shafts being on the lower side. 
The upper and nei^bouring seams had formerly been wrought as a 
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colliery, under the name of Heaton Banks, by shafts distinct from 
the present workings, and wfaidi shafts when the colliery was given up, 
were covered over with boards and earth. In the course of time these 
old workii^s had become entirely filled with water. The miners were 
taking precautions at the time, it appears, toletcS the expected in*- 
flux of water by driving a drift in a direction to perforate the old 
workings near Heaton Bum. At fcwr o^dock on the fktal morning, 
Mr. Miner, the resident or ni»dei>Tiewer, Tirited the men engaged i. 
this operation, and a dripping of watw from the loof being pointed 
out to him, he gave directions that the work should be squared up ; 
and said he would send in tite borers to ascertain whether the water 
proceeded from the waste of tiie old odlieries or not. In less than a 
quarts of an hour after, the water began to run more freely through 
the chink ; and the two drifters, becoming rather alarmed, sent their boy 
to apprize two other men who were working near them, with the state of 
tjie mine, and to acquaint all the men in the pit with their danger. 
The youth, probably impeUed by fear, made tiie best of his way to 
ihB shaft, and escaped. The two workmen first mentioned, had now 
quitted the face of the drift, and presently after, a frightful arash, 
accompanied by a violent gust of wind, which extinguished the candies, 
warned them that an immense torrent of water was rushing into the 
mine : they fled precipitately towards the working-shaft, distant about 
a mile ; and as the water of course flowed first down the lowest level, 
reached it just in time to save their lives. The two men who were 
working near them, the boy just mentioned, aud fifteen other men 
and boys who were on the roily-way, were so fortunate as to make 
their escape, but not till the last was up to his waist in water. Every 
possibility of retreat to those left behind was now cut off; and seventy 
five human beings, (forty-one men and thirty-four boys) including 
Mr. Miller, were shut up in the workings towards the rise of the col- 
liery, either to perish by hnnger, or to die for want of respirable air. 
The sufferers who thus found a living grave, left twenty-four widows 
and seventy-seven orphans, besides Mrs. Miller, and her eight children, 
to deplore their untimely fate. Exertions were inunediately made to 
reach the spot where the men were supposed to be, from some other 
workings, but without success, as the shafts of the old workings were 
ehoaked up by the earth, &c. which covered their mouths when depri- 
ved of the support of the water, having £allen in, dragging after it 
many trees which had been planted in their vicinity. Attempts were 
made in front of Heaton-hall, to endeavour to reach the old workings 
through a shaft which had not fallen in, but these also were imavail- 
ing, on account of being filled with inflammable air. Three large 
ei^nes (one of one hundred and thirty horse power) were incess^mtfy 
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employed in endeavouring to draw the water from the pit, but without 
effect, as the water in the shaft amounted at first to nineteen fathoms, 
but it subsequently gained upon them, from which it appeared that 
some internal reservoir had burst into the pit. At three oVlock on 
Thursday, it stood at thirty fathoms. During tiie night the water 
gained upon die engines, notwithstanding they discharged 1,200 gal- 
lons per minute. The water in the lowest shalb was plumbed early on 
the Friday morning, when it was found to be thirty-three fiathoms. — 
In the distance between the bade of Heaton and Benton-bridge, seven 
of tibe shafts belonging to the workings of an old colUery on Heaton 
Banks, fell in, presenting most frightful chasms. Of many of these, 
the surface exhibited not the least vestige, nor was their existence 
known in the nei^bourhood. The old colliery is said to have been dis- 
continued on account of the influx of water, whidi was so great, that 
seven engines, of the construction of that day, could not get the better 
of it. The first steam-engine used in this part <^ the country was 
erected at Heaton, and most probably on this colliery. From various 
difficulties, the bodies of these unfortunate men were not arrived a^ 
until upwards of nine months from the time of the accident. On the 
6th of January 1816, the first human body of the sufferers was 
brou^t to bank, in a state of great decay, but ascertained, by the 
neckcloth, to be that of William Scott, between 70 and 80 years of 
age, who attended one of the furnaces. Of a knife which the deceased 
had in his pocket, the hafb only (of bone) was entire, the blade being 
entirely corroded by the mixture of the pyrites in the mine with the 
water. His watch was also nearly destroyed by the same cause. It 
may, however, afford some speculation to the curious, that the artides 
of Im^i on the deceased were quite fresh and uninjured, but those of 
wooll^i fabric entirely destroyed. In a few weeks afterwards, the 
remains of the rest of these unfortuna4;e men were found in differait 
situations in the workings of the pit. February 20th, thirty-nine of 
tiie bodies, forming a melancholy proceeaion, were interred in trenches 
i^ the south-east comer of Wallsend church-yard. Many of the 
bodies, when found, were nearly naked, and all in a state of great 
decay. They appeared to have all perished by starvation. They had 
got into a part of the pit where the water did not reach them, and 
had been many weeks employed in endeavouring to work thdr way 
into an old pit, by which they might have escaped. They are suppo- 
sed to have failed in their attempt by the want of food to suppcnrt 
them, as every horse in the pit was eaten to the bone. The unfcniinr 
nate men had a water mark fixed up, that they might observe if it fell. 
One man, who is supposed to have been set to watch it, was found 
dead at his post.-^Zoce^ Papers. Gef^'^a Mag. ^c. 
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1815 (June 1). — Died, in the workhouse of Chester-le-street, Mrs* 
Allen, aged 104 years. — Local Papers. 

June 2. — ^At five o'clock in the afternoon, a dreadful explosion took 
place in the Success pit, near Newbottle, in the county of Durham, 
belonging to Messrs Nesham and Co. At the time the accident hap- 
pened, seventy-two men and boys were at work in the pit, and though 
the flame did not ascend the shaft, yet a lai^ column of dust plainly 
indicated to the workmen above ground the sad catastrophe that had 
happened. Immediate exertions were made to save, if possible, the 
Uves of those in the pit, in which they so far succeeded as to bring 
all the bodies to bank by the morning of the 4th. Very few of the 
bodies were disfigured, and in many life was still extant ; several of 
whom, shodsing to relate, died the moment they breathed the fresh 
air ! Of the seventy-two in the pit, fifteen survived, some oi whom 
were severely hurt. Of nineteen horses in the pit, six were killed. 
It appeared the fire passed down the ways, destroying all that en- 
countered its fury, until it was impeded and broken, as it is termed, 
by a large waggon, which it dashed to pieces, and mangled the driver 
and horse in a most shocking manner. After the torrent had passed 
by them, the men left the workings in hopes of efiecting their escape ; 
but few, alas ! were able to reach the diaft, and even some of those, 
overpowered by after-damp, at the very moment they hoped to have 
escaped, fell to rise no more ! The first p^^son that readied the 
surface was a little boy, six years of age. By this accident fifty-seven 
valuable lives were lost. — Ihid. 

June 9. — ^A meeting was held in the town-hall, in Alnwick, 
(William Burrell, esq., of Broom-park, in the chair,) for the purpose 
<rf taking into consideration the expediency of establishing a dispen- 
sary in that town, for the benefit of the poor in Ooquetdale, Bambo^ 
rough, and Glendale wards, which was immediately carried into exe- 
cution by a very liberal subscription. — Ihid. 

June 11. — ^As some children were playing in a brick-yard near 
Shield-field, Newcastle, they picked up several guineas from some 
rubbish that had been led from the cellar of the Grey horse public- 
house, on the Quay. The circumstance having become known people 
flocked to the place that evening and during the next day, many of 
whom were well rewarded for their trouble. The cartman who had 
led the rubbish, hearing of the good fortune of so many, and recollect- 
ing that he had taken some of it to a brick-yard near New-Bridge- 
street, went thither and found several guineas. This place, too, 
became a scene of industry. One man went at night with a lantern, 
and, it is said, lined his pockets with gold. One girl got twenty-two 
guineas ; some of them were dated 1759, but most of them were of 
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the coinage of 1777. Varioiw wofo the oonjectures employed to 
account for this treasure being in 80 extraordiuary a situation. Some 
people related, that, about forty yean before, a traveller waa robbed 
in the Grey horse, and that a servant, who waa suspected and turned 
away, had concealed the plunder in the oellar, and had not afterwards 
an opportunity of carrying it off. Others reputed, that a landlord of 
the above house had said upon his death-bed, tiiat he was worth a 
considerable sum of money, which could not afterwards be found, 
and it was imagined that this must have been the wealth to which he 
alluded. — Local Papen, 

1815 (June 14.) — As some woiianen were employed at the north- 
sbore, near Newcastle, they discovered two human skeletons, the 
bones of which were in a perfect state. They were both lying 
together, and one dii^nally over the other, — Ibid. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OUNX Lynch, mayor of Bourdeaux, arrived 
in Newcastle, oa the 27th of June, 1815, 
on his way to visit his relation, John Clav- 
ering, esq., of GaJlaly. On the following 
morning the populace assembled before the 
Queen's Head inn, and oongratulated the 
count with repeated huzzas on the defeat of 
Bonaparte at Waterloo. Count Lynch 
was the first to hoist the white flag in 
France, and surrendered Bourdeaux to the British arms. The count 
was similarly greeted on his ajxival in Morpeth. — Local Pajm-s. 

June 27. — On the morning of this day, Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Ctateshead, fired, during the time that Mr. William Fogget, the 
viewer, and his two brothers were down, all of whom were killed by 
the bla^t, and eight of the workmen were also suffocated by what is 
t«rmed the after-damp. — Ihid. 

July I. ^— Died, at Broom-ridge, in Northumberland, Bridget Ma- 
hon, aged 103 years. — Ibid. 

July.— 'This month a man employed in cutting a drain behind a 
house on the south side of the Main-street, Monkwearmouth, discov- 
ered the remains of two human skeletons, about three feet beneath 
the surface, in a bed of dark brown sand, covered with a large stone, 
but without the slightest appearance of a coffin ; one of the skeletons 
appeared to be that of a female. — Suriees. 

August 7.— ^A melancholy accident happened at Messrs. Mesbam 
and Co''s. colliery, at Newbottle, in the county of Durham. The pro- 
prietors had provided a powerful steam-engine, called the ironrhorse, 
for the purpose of drawing ten or twelve coal-waggons to the staith 
at one time ; and this being the day on which it was to be put in 
motion, a great number of persons belongiog to the colliery had ool- 
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lected to see it ; but unfortuuately, just as it was going 6flP, the boiler 
of the machine burst. The engineman was dashed in pieces, and his 
mangled remains blown 114 yards; the top of the boiler (nine feet 
square, weight 10 cwt.) was blown 100 yards ; and the two cylinders 
90 yards. A little boy was also thrown to a great distance. By 
this accident fifty-seven persons were killed and wounded, of whom 
eleven were dead on the following Sunday night. — GrewCs. Mag. 

1815 (Aug. 28). — In the night the house of Miss Smith, (afterwards 
lady Peat), at Herrington in the county of Durham, was set fire to, 
after being robbed. Miss Smith was from home at the time, but a 
servant girl, named Isabella Young, was found in a passage leading 
to the kitchen, nearly naked, with two wounds on the back part of 
the head, and a large fracture on the fore part of it, which had occa- 
sioned her death. The fire, when discovered about two oVlock on the 
morning of the 29th, had not reached the body of the girl, but it 
appeared evident such had been the intention of the perpetrators. 
At the assizes held in the city of Durham, on the 13th of August 
1819, John Eden, James Wolfe, and George Wolfe, his son, were 
put upon their trial for burglary, murder and arson, at Herrington ; 
and after the attention of the court had been occupied upwards of 
nine hours, a verdict of guilty was given againt John Eden and James 
Wolfe, who were sentenced to be hanged on the 16th. After their 
conviction, some circumstances appeared in favour of Wolfe, some 
members of the society of Friends instituted an enquiry into the par- 
ticulars of the case, when an alibi was established, proving by num- 
erous affidavits, that James Wolfe was one hundred miles ! ! ! from 
Herrington when the murder, cj'c. had been committed. September 
26th, he received a free pardon from the king, and was released from 
prison. The success attending their endeavours for Wolfe, induced 
the same benevolent individuals to look into the case of Eden (who 
still persisted in his innocence), and they found, to their great joy, 
that this man likewise had been falsely sworn to, by James Lincoln, a 
seaman of Sunderland, no doubt for the reward oflered. Eden was 
also liberated, having obtained his majesty'*s pardon. At the smnmer 
assizes, held in the city of Durham, August 4th, 1820, James Lincoln 
was tried, and, upon the clearest evidence, was found guilty of wilful 
and corrupt perjury. — Local Papers. 

September 1. — Mr. Sadler, in his balloon and ear, ascended from 
the Bowling-green (afterwards Bond-street, now Prudhoe-street), 
Newcastle. The day was uncommonly fine, and at an early hour the 
town was thronged with people to witness this unusual exhibition. 
The process of inflation was commenced at half-past ten, and before 
twelve, considerable numbers had assembled in the green, where two 
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bands of music were stationed for the recreation of the company. At 
length the discharge of a cannon announced that the inflation was 
completed ; but some further time elapsed before all the subsequent 
preparations were completed, and before the balloon could be brought 
to the platform. At a quarter after three, the balloon was brought 
forward with some difficulty, on account of the high state of the wind, 
when the attention of every one was fixed with anxious expectation 
on this strange vehicle, and the daring aeronaut who was preparing 
to commit himself to the bosom of the wind. At length, after re- 
ceiving his flag from the hands of Mrs. Ellison, of Hebbum, the order 
to play " Grod save the King'' was given ; soon after which, the car 
was disengaged, when the balloon rose with a tremendous bound from 
the platform, and dashed with amazing velocity over Northumberland- 
street, m a direction nearly E. N. E. Soon after its ascent, the flag 
of the young aeronaut was observed waving in the air, but the balloon 
was carried forward with such rapidity, that its motions soon became 
indistinct, and the balloon diminished to little more than a speck. It 
continued in sight about fifteen minutes, when it appeared rapidly to 
approach the earth ; on throwing out the anchor one of the flukes 
broke, which caused it to be dragged some distance. At length the 
balloon and car were secured near to the seat of T. Wright, esq., at 
Whitley park, and within two hundred yards of the sea, being twenty 
one minutes from leaving the Bowling-green. September 29th, 1824) 
Mr. Sadler was killed by a fall from his balloon, after having ascended 
majestically from the yard of the gas-works at Bolton, in Lancashire. 
— Local Papers. 

1815 (Sept. 16). — In consequence. of the sudden reduction of the 
navy, happening at the time of the arrival of the ships from the Green- 
land and other trades, an immense body of seamen was at once thrown 
unprovided for, upon the country, and in much greater numbers than 
could possibly, in so short a space of time, find employment in the 
merchant service. Great numbers of unemployed seaman conse- 
quently accunmlated at the out ports, and particularly at Shields and 
Sund^land, where they ill-advisedly endeavoured to obtain employ- 
ment from the ship-owners, by insisting that every ship should have a 
complement of five men and a boy for every hundred tons roister 
admeasurement. In order to obtain this demand, they for several 
weeks assembled in large bodies, and forcibly prevented the sailing of 
all ships, by taking out the seamen, whom they compelled to join their 
body, under pain of having their faces blacked and their jackets 
turned, and being thus exhibited through the public streets, with 
other contemptuous treatment. They observed the strictest discipline 
among th^nselves, and severely punished those who were guilty of 
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any distutbaiioe, calling the roll every morning, and fining those \7ho 

Wre absent without leave, and a watch was set every night to patrole 

the streets, and clear thetn of those who were guilty of any disorder, 

so that the greatest order prevailed in Shields streets. On the above 

day^ (Saturday) a general meeting was held upon Gullercoats sands, 

when about three-thousand were present, and on Wednesday the 

20th, another meeting was held at the same place of the seamen 

from Shields, Sunderland and Blyth, consisting of about seven«>thou^ 

sand. These meetings had a very alarming appearance, being com-* 

posed principally of men just relieved from his majesty's service ; and 

in consequence, HMS. Tartarus, of 20 guns arrived at Shields, on 

Sunday the 24th of September. On coming into the harbour the 

Tartarus was unfortunately driven by the strength of the tide upon 

the in^sand. It wanted then upwards of an hour of high water, the 

sailors who were keeping watch upon the sand end were of opinion 

that by prompt exertion, the ship might be got off at the height of 

the tide, without much damage, and being well aware that a number 

of men could save her, sent the bellman through the town to warn 

the sailors to assemble at the spot, who soon arrived in vast numbers, 

and had the happiness to see their exertions crowned with success, 

as the ship was got out of danger in less than an hour. On the 19th 

of October, the following men of war had arrived in Shield's harbour, 

viz :-^Tartarus 20 guns, Snake 18, Redwing 18, Hearty 18, Clinker 

14, Cadmus 14, and Griper 12, all full of marines. There was also 

at North and South Shields, a great number of troops^ both infantry 

and cavalry. Eariy on the morning of this day, the ship Benown, 

of South Shields, Mr. Cleugh, owner, having only two boys on 

board, was discovered on fire, near Mr. Laing's dock. The alarm 

bell was rung, the several troops of horse scoured the streets, and 

every class assisted in quelling the flames. As the two boys were 

in the half-deck asleep when . the alarm was given, and the fire wa« 

in the fore-part of the ship, it was believed to be the act of incen- 

daries. The cables, sails, &c., on board, were entirely destroyed, 

and the hull of the vessel much injured. His majesty's pardon and 

a reward of 600 guineas were offered for the apprehension of the 

offenders. This day, also, one of the sailors, (a nmte of a ship) 

having brdke from the mob, was sworn in a special constable ; in an 

hour after, his house was broke into, door-frames and all destroyed, 

himself taken violently ; after knocking down three or four of tjie 

ringleaders. He was made fast by the middle and hung on a 

gallows, at the Low lights^ near the men of war ; after hanging some 

time, he was out down (not much injured except in the struggle), 

iM^liJsed in a tub of water, and tlien compelled to waJk amongst the 
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breakers of the king's peaoe. ' Od the morning of Saturday the 21st 
of October, the m^strates proceeded to North Shields with all tte 
military force. This was the day that the course of these misguided 
men were to put to the test in a bad cause ,■ in a good one it was 
unnecessary. All the military and naval forces stationed at North 
and South Shields haring been a^embled under the oommand of 



major gen. Riall and capi. Toker, imd the military, both in^try 
and cavalry, being posted on the North side, a disposition was made 
to send to sea as many Vessels with coals as could be manned ; and 
on the part of the refractory seamen there also appeared an inten- 
tion to resist the proceedings of the hinges forces. The seamen col- 
lected to the number of several thousands; but none appeared in 
anna. The mayor of Newcastle and the magistrate on the spot as 
Well as those from the neighbouring searports, bad consultations 
with the military and naval commanders, with a view, that if force 
should prove necessary it might be used with aa little bloodshed as 
p(Mfiible. A body of marines first took possession of the bridge of 
boats, which formed the passage for the sailors between the north 
and south ade of the river, and the latter being thus deprived of 
the means of escape, iha cavalry on the north side made more of a 
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demonstration, than of a real charge against them. This was suf- 
ficient, however, to drive them to the river side and place them 
entirely at the mercy of the soldiers, and accordingly they sought 
their safety in dispersion and flight. The commander of the forces 
anticipating such an event had ordered a particular look out to be 
kept for the committee who were known by their dress. The great- 
est part of them seized a boat and attempted their escape by water 
but were made prisoners in their flight. The king^s ships now 
afforded a rallying point for those sailors who had been detained by the 
committee against their will, several availed themselves of their 
pretection, and offered to proceed instantly to sea with any vessel 
that might be ready. With these men and the apprentices in the 
harbour, capt. Toker was enabled to send to sea from twenty to 
twenty-flve colliers ; and on Wednesday October 25th, the disputes 
between the shipowners and the seamen, were happily so far ad* 
justed, that one hundred and fifty sail, many of which had been nine 
weeks in Shields harbour, proceeded to sea. — Lon. Gen. E'oming Post. 

1815 (Nov. 8). — Died, at the Biding mills, in the county of Dur- 
ham, aged 102, Margaret Brown. She was mother of eight children, 
grandmother of thirty-five, and great-grandmother of seventy-two. — 
Genfs. Mag. 

November 22. — ^Died, in the High-bridge, Newcastle, Mr. James 
Sands, aged 40 years. He had been confined to his room above 30 
years, in consequence of a paralytic affection. Through the strength 
of his genius, he surmounted every difficulty his peculiar^situation o^ 
posed to the acquisition of knowledge, having, without instruction, 
made an extraordinajy proficiency in the ancient and modem Ian- 
guages, and acquired considerable skill in various branches of the 
sciencei^. He was the author of the following novels, which were very 
favourably received by the public, viz : " Monckt<m, or the Fate of 
Eleanor,'** 3 vols.; "Count de Novini, or the Confederate Carthu- 
sians," 3 vols. ; " The Eventful Marriage,"' 4 vols. ; and *^ Dangerous 
Secrets,'' 2 vols. He was also the author of " The Oath," a play 
which was performed in the Newcastle theatre. He likewise contri- 
buted a great number of ingenious poetical pieces, essays, letters, &c., 
to different periodical publications. — Local Bee. 

December 8. — As four of the workmen were employed on a stage 
seventy fathoms down the shaft of Nesham's main colliery, repairing 
the masonry, one of them came to the bank to get something be 
wanted; while talking to the banksman, and incautiously passing 
along a plank, he fell down upon the stage he had a few minutes 
before left, and so great was the force acquired in his fall, that three 
beams six inches by four, which supported the stage^ were broken by 
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the shock, and the poor fellow with his three cfompanions were pre- 
cipitated to the bottom (55 fathoms further) and all dashed to 
pieces. — Local Papers. 

1815 (Dec. 9). — This day (Saturday) their imperial highnesses the 
archdukes, John and Lewis of Austria, with their suite arrived in 
Newcastle ; soon after which, they were waited upon by the right 
worshipful the mayor and several of the aldermen, when the mayor 
requested the honour of entertaining them at the mansion-house, 
which their imperial highnesses declined, observed that they were 
sensible of the honour intended them, but, that they wished to be 
considered as travelling privately. On the same day they visited 
Shields, and Wallsend, and Percy main collieries, where they were 
attended by John Buddie, esq., who described to them the nature of 
the subterraneous workings, &c. On Sunday forenoon they attended 
at the Boman Catholic chapel in Newcastle ; and in the afternoon 
paid a visit to Sunderland to see the cast-iron bridge of that town. 
Their imperial highnesses and suite expressed great astonishment 
and pleasure at the structure and ingenuity in the erection of the 
same, and its wonderful span. On Monday they proceeded, attended 
by T. H. Bigge and Joseph Lamb, esq., to Lemington, to see the 
iron and glass works establised there. Their attention was forcibly 
arrested by the locomotive engine at work upon Wylam waggon-way. 
After partaking refreshment at Mr. Lamb^s they returned, and after- 
wards visited the shot and white-lead works at Low Elswick, and 
Messrs. Hawks'* iron foundry at New Greenwich. On the Tuesday 
morning, their imperial highnesses set oflP on their way to the south.— 
Ibid. 

December 11. — A fire unfortunately took place in Sheriff-hill col- 
liery, owing to the wooden partition which separated the upcast from 
the downcast shaft, taking fire from the coal lamp, which is used to 
cause the updraught of air necessary for the ventilation of the pit. 
Every exertion was used to get both men and horses out of the pit, 
as the destruction of the partition necessarily destroyed the circula- 
tion of air within the workings. They succeeded in getting out all 
but five wastemen, who unhappily perished. — lUd. 

December 20. — A most dreadful fire broke out in the extensive 
granaries of Messrs. Johnson, Garr, and Co., John Dewar, John 
Waugh, John Forster, and George Sligh, in Berwick. The fire 
originated from tiiie kiln used for drjring grain being overheated, and 
was discovered about six o^dock in the evening, but did not burst 
into a flame till near seven, when it raged with such fury, that in a 
short time, the granaries (about two-hundred feet in length) were 
reduced to ashes. The damage was estimated at «£^5,000. At twelve 
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o'^olock the iire-bell was rung a second time, the flames having broke 
out in a hay loft belonging to William Bell, of the Old Hen and 
Chickens inn. Had the wind blown as strong from the west as it did 
from the north-east, no exertion could have saved the whole of 
Bridge-street from being burnt down. No lives were lost. Few of 
the sufferers were insured. — Local Papers. 

1816 (Dec. 29), — On repairing the north aisle of Alnwick church, 
Mr. Thomas Patterson discovered two stone statues about two feet 
below the surface. They are of exquisite workmanship and great 
antiquity. The largest is supposed to represent a king, and is painted 
as having a scarlet gown and crimson robe lined with ermine, an 
ermine tippet over the shoulders, and bound about the middle with a 
gilt strap. On the left side is a purse, and ou the right a string of 
beads ; in the left hand is a globe, in the right a sceptre, and at the 
feet are the royal arms. The other statue is supposed to represent a 
martyr ; it is carved as being naked, except a piece of drapery about 
its middle. The legs, thighs, and body, are transfixed with nipe 
arrows, and the hands and feet, are bound in fetters. These statues 
were found without their heads. They are now placed below the 
belfry at the west end of the church. — lUd, 

In the night of this day, the paper mill belonging to Mr. Lumley, 
at Butterby, near Durham, was blown down. The building extended 
across a valley, and was about one hundred feet long, the upper part 
being constructed of wood and brick pillars, the lower floor of stone. 
The wind sweeping across the vale, and taking the building at its 
broadside, tore away the roof and the whole of the upper story, or 
drying rooms ; nothing remained standing but the two gable ends and 
the walls of the lower rooms. The fall of the roof forced in the pil- 
lars of the drying rooms, breaking some massy beams, and involving 
in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an unfinished state, all the 
vats, and the various utensils used in the mill. — Ihid. 

December 30. — In consequence of a rapid thaw, accompanied by 
wind and rain, there was a great flood in the river Tyne, which was 
supposed by many persons to have done nearly as much injury, 
though it did not rise to so great a height, as the flood in 1771, 
The water was at its greatest height about five o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the above day (Saturday), when it« appearance was partiou^^ 
larly awful. Some idea of the force of the current may be formed 
from the circumst^Mice of the Carlisle, London trader, which vms 
lying alongside the quay at Newcastle, having torn up the cannon to 
which she was moored, and broken adrift. Another vessel also broke 
adrift from the Carlisle running foul of her, but both vessels were 
soon aft^r brought up and secured. Most of the other vessels at tbQ 
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Quay were obliged, for security, to bring their anchors ashore, and 
fasten them up to the stems in the pavement. The Quay and lower 
part of the Close were overflown, and almost every cellar filled with 
water, by which great loss was sustained ; many of the cellars being 
fiill of sugars and other dry goods. A man named James Craig, and 
a youth named John Hoggins, both belonging to Newcastle, were un- 
fortunately drowned, while humanely endeavouring to rescue Robert 
Lindsay and his two sons, the crew of a keel, which, about eleven 
o'clock on the Friday night, had got fixed lengthways across the 
second arch from the north end of the bridge. The piteous cries of 
the keehnen induced the man and boy to put off in a small boat to 
their assistance ; they succeeded in rescuing the men from the keel, 
but, on their return the boat was swamped in a strong eddy, and the 
man and boy were drowned. Great apprehensions were at one time 
entertained for the safety of the bridge, some of the arches being 
choaked up with keels, ice, and pieces of timber. Happily, however, 
the bridge stood firm. The two southern arches of Haydon-bridge, 
were carried away at nine o'clock on the Friday night. In Shields 
haibour, some lives were lost by the upsetting of a boat, and up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from their moorings, and were driven 
upon the Herd sand. Several keels were also blown out to sea, vrith 
their crews, some of which were seen off Flamborough Head. The 
effects of the flood was severely felt by the farmers and others on 
both sides of the river, in the loss of horses, cows, sheep, pigs, &c. 
All the low grounds in the neighbourhood of Ponteland were over- 
flowed, and many of the inhabitants were roused from their sleep by 
the water entering their beds. Considerable damage was done at 
Durham, Darlington, Sunderland, Hexham, &c. The wind corn- 
mill of Mr. Heron, about half-a-mile to the westward of Sunderland, 
ran amain, and taking fire from the friction, was burnt to the ground. 
On the river Wear, the ships and keels were nearly all adrift, but 
were secured before they got to sea. G-reat damage was done by this 
storm on the banks of the rivers Tees and Wear. — Local Papers. 

1815. — ^Sfcockton was made a bonding port for goods enumerated in 
Table 0. of the Warehousing Act; and in 1818 the indulgence was 
extended to timber. — Surtees. 

This year, died, at Sunderland, Ann Appleby, aged 103 years. — 
Zoeal Papers, 

1816 (Jan. 3). — Died, at the Low Felling, near Gateshead, Alice 
Blackett, aged 101 years. — Tbid. 

January 4.-^Died, in Guteshead poor-house, where she had resided 
50 years, Ann Carpenter, aged 110 years. — Ibid, 

January 9. — Died, at his house, near the Wind-mill hills, Gates- 
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head, Thomas Thompson, merchant, in the 43rd year of his age. 
His death was caused by cold and fatigue, in his exertions to save his 
property (timber), from the ravages of the destructive flood in the 
preceding month. From an humble origin, he raised himself by his 
talents and merits to a respectable rank in society ; his loss was sev-^ 
erely felt in the extensive circle of his friends, as well as in the public 
festivals of the town, to the mirth of which his exquisitely humourous 
songs in the pure Newcastle dialect, contributed a large portion. 
Besides being the author of " Canny Newcastle,"' " Jemmy Johnson's 
Whurry,"" " New Keel Row," and other descriptive local songs, Mr. 
Thompson wrote several graver pieces, of considerable mQTii.-^-Gmfs 
Mag. 

1816 (Jan. 12). — Died, at the Windy-nook, Gateshead Fell, Mary 
Henderson, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

January 29.— Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Coulson, glass- 
maker, aged 105 years. — Ibid. 

This month, a stone coffin of the usual form was discovered about 
a foot below the surface, immediately without the east chancel walls 
of Boldon church, Durham. It had no lid or inscription.^ — 8urtees. 

A temporary bridge was this month finished across the river Tyne, 
at Haydon-bridge, for the convenience of travellers. — Local Papers. 

January — Died, at the North-shore, Newcastle, William Fors- 
ter, aged 60 years. In the early part of the revolutionary war 
with France, a ship, in which he was mate, was taken by a privateer ; 
and he only of the crew being left on board with six Frenclunen, con- 
trived to retake her with that number, and brought her into port.-— 
Genfs Mag. 

February 3. — Died, in Milbum-gate, Durham, Mrs. Ann Smith, 
aged 100 years. — Local Papers, 

February 5. — Died, at East Brunton, in Northumberland, Mr. 
John Wallace, aged 103 years. — Ibid. 

The beginning of this year, vigorous eflForts were made to establish 
a branch custom-house at North Shields. This excited considerable 
interest both at that place and Newcastle, and deputations from 
these places, composed of respectable merchants and shipowners^ 
were sent to London for the purpose of conferring with his majest/fl 
ministers on the expediency of the measure. The lord chancellor and 
sir William Scott, natives of Newcastle, were decidedly against it.. 
The lords of the treasury at length finally determined that no branch 
of the custom-house at Newcastle should be established at Shields ; 
but such masters of colliers, as might wish it, would in future b6 
permitted to sign the coast bond at Shields. Newcastle was also 
highly indebted to sir M. W. Ridley, bart., and Cuthbert Ellison, 
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esq., members of parliament for that town, for their unremitted 
exertions on this occasion. — Local Papers. 

Another attempt was afterwards made by the shipowners of Shields 
to obtain the privilege of a distinct custom-house, but the lords of 
the treasury again decided against making any alteration in the 
mode of conducting the customary business of the port. — Ibid, 

1816 (March 13.) — Died, at Stockton-upon-Tees, aged 70, Mr. John 
Chipchase, one of the people called quakers ; a respectable man, and 
a distinguished teacher of mathematics. Bom to no rank but that 
which is our natural heritage, he depended upon the assistance of 
kind friends, and his own industrious application, for that which he 
acquired. In early life he received the instruction of Mr. Claxton, 
an ingenious schoolmaster in Stockton, and the gratuitous information 
of Mr. Wright, a merchant of that place. But that which probably 
superseded, or rather completed, what these good friends had begun, 
was the circumstance of his being afterwards a pupil of W. Emerson 
of Hurworth, a name of the highest mathematical celebrity. John 
Chipchase was a successful teacher for half a century. Residing in a 
sea-port town, his instruction was invaluable for young men studying 
navigation. He attended the boarding schools for young ladies ; and 
young persons of all decriptions, under a course either of public or 
private education, for two, and in some instances, for three generations, 
have been placed under his care, and acknowledge their obligations 
to him ; particularly for their instruction in geography and astron^ 
omy. Before the last long and dreadful war had shut up our 
communication with the Continent, several young Danes and Nor- 
wegians, connected with the merchants in Stockton, were placed un- 
der his tuition. — He had an ever-searching mind, and recorded what 
the unthinking would call trifles, but which are often very useful 
hand-maids of philosophy. He was strongly attached to his native 
town, and particularly to its local history. He was an active member 
of the religious society with which he associated ; and in controversial 
politics (in which he never violently engaged) his sentiments were on, 
what is sometimes called, the liberal side of the question. With 
much study, and attention to his numerous pupils, he appears to have 
injured his constitution, which had never been strong; and after a 
short, but violent attack of illness, he expired, much lamented by 
his scholars, who held his memory in respect, and by his acquaintance, 
who, in him, always acknowledged a friend. — Genfs Mag. 

About this period an explosion occurred in Walbottle colliery, near 
Neweastie, by which three men and eleven boys were dreadfully 
scorched. One hundred and twenty men and boys were at work 
in the mine at the time of the accident. — Mon. Mag. 
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1816 (April 12).— Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Bichardsoo, 
a^ed 100 years. — Local Papers. 



April 20. — Whole length portrait* of the lord chancellor (Eldon), 
and sir William Scott, judge of the admiralty court, were placed in 
the Guildhall, Newcastle, one on each side of the portrait of lord Ool- 
lingwood, forming an illustrious trio, all natives of that town. The 
portraits are by Owen, — Ihid. 

April 23, — The second centenary of the immortal bard, Shakespere, 
was celebrated in Newcastle, by a grand dinner at the Queen's head 
inn, which was attended by about sixty of the admirers of the poet 
of nature. William Loraine, esq., in the chair. Songs and glees 
were sung by the professional gentleman present, and Mr, Stephen 
Kemble gave a long and able dissertation on the comparative merits 
of different poets. At the theatre, in the evening, the performances 
closed with a representation of Oarrick's celebrated jubilee at Straf- 
ford. — Jhid. 

This month, an excellent portrait of the duke of Northumberiand, 
pajnted by Philips, and elegantly framed, was placed in the grand 
jury room of the new courts of justice for the county of Northumber- 
land, in Newcastle. The portrait was a present from his grace to 
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the ma^trates of the county, who had requested " that a pioture 
(to be painted at their expenoe) of the munifioent donor of £3,000. 
towards the building of the courts, might adoru their walls," His 
grace very obligingly complied in sitting to the artist, but converted 
the finished production into an additional present to the county. 
This portrait was most exquisitely engraved by Thomas Fryer Ban- 
Bon, a native of Newcastle. — Local Papers. 

1816 (May 10). — Died, at the Low row, near Willington, North- 
umberland, Dorothy Philips, aged 110 years, — Ibid. 

May 14. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Mrs. Jane Webster, aged 
104 years, — Ibid. 

May 31. — The society of Arts presented a silver medal to Williajn 
Beid Clanny, esq., M.D., of Bishopwearmouth, for his safety lamps 
for. coal mines. This society, in the following year, presented the 
doctoK with a gold medal for a steam safety lamp. — Local Sec. 

This month, died in the County poor- 
house, in Gallowgate, Newcastle, John 
Moffatt, better known by the name of 
Dummy, never having had the faculty 
of speech. This eccentric character 
had been in the poor-house about thir- 
ty-six years, and was supposed, at the 
time of his death, to be near 80 years 
of age. He had two large excrescen- 
ces under his chin, very much resem- 
bling the goitret of Switzerland. He 
was particularly fond of military costume, in which habilimentfi he 
was generally dressed, and his partiality for fiddling was indicated 
by imitating that performance with a stick across his arm, — Ibid. 

June 3. — In the evening, aignor de Montfort, had an exhibitjon of 
fire-works in the SpitaJ-field, Newcastle, when the following melan- 
choly occurrence took place: — Owing to the great strength of the 
wind at the time, the sparks from one of the large wheels fell on the 
stage, on which four rockets were lying ; these were ignited by the 
sparks, and flying off in difierent directions, one of them unfor- 
tunately struck a youth of the name of John Price on the breast, 
when he almost immediately expired. The deceased was fifteen years 
of age. Some other persons were also hurt. — Local Papere. 

June 15. — A fire broke out in the dwelling-house of Mr. J. Miller, 
at Brinkbum colliery, near Morpeth, which, in a short time, destroyed 
the house, with a joiner''B shop and stable, and a large quantity of 
wood. Miller's wife, with an infant only three days old in her arms, 
had to make her escape by the window, with other five children, all 
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without dothing ; two lodgers also lost every thing except what they 
had on their persons. — Local Papers, 

1816 (June 18). — The first anniversary of the memorable victory 
of Waterloo, was observed in Newcastle, with every mark of public 
rejoicing. A royal salute was fired at noon and at sunset from the 
guns on the castle, and many a merry peal was rung by the bells of 
the different churches diuring the day. — Ihid. 

This day was observed by the gallant 33rd regiment of foot, quar- 
tered in Sunderland barracks, as a high festival. On the morning, 
the regiment had a grand field day, when the men all wore a sprig pf 
laurel in their caps, and fired several rounds in honour of the occasion. 
The officers in the latter part of the day gave an elegant dinner to 
many gentry in the town and neighbourhod. At night the garrison 
was illuminated, when various transparencies were displayed. The 
non-commissioned officers had a ball and refreshments in one of the 
barracks ; and the men were also permitted to regale and enjoy them- 
selves in commemoration of a day, when their sufferings were so great, 
and when they contributed so much by their valour to the attainment 
of the glorious result. — Ihid. 

June 30. — Died, at Darlington, aged 53, Adam Yarker, better 
known by the name of Blind Adam^ having been blind from his birth. 
He possessed a strong memory, which he particularly applied to the 
registering the number of deaths, &c., which occurred for upwards of 
forty years in Dariington. Without hesitating a moment, he could 
tell how many deaths had been in any given year or month, the exact 
day when the individual died, to whom they were related, fee. He 
was noted for the keeping of poultry, in which he greatly excelled ; his 
hens, owing to his superior management, laid theii- eggs in the winter 
season ; he knew them from each other, and could tell their name, 
colour, &o., as soon as he got them in his hand. Although he was 
descended from poor parents, and had but a small pittance, called the 
blind^s bounty, with the benevolence of a few charitable individuals, 
the profits arising from his poultry, &c., enabled him to realise <£ 200. 
— Local Bee. 

July 1.— The foundation stone of a column erected by the tenantry 
of the duke of Northumberland, to perpetuate his grace'^s munificence 
and numerous acts of kindness, was laid with great rejoicii^s. The 
procession moved from the White Swan inn, Alnwick, to the site of 
the column, adjoining the road on the south entrance into that town. 
In a cavity were deposited the regimental roll, written on vellum, of 
the late Pwcy tenantry volunteers, hermetically closed in a glass tube, 
together with several medals. Wh^i the clergyman had concluded 
a prayer, com, wine, and oil, were poured upon the stone, and the 
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comp&ny united in shouts of applause; aftei which the prooession 
returned. The column was built on the plan of his grace's archit«ct, 
the late David Stephenson, esq., of Newcastle. — luteal Patera. 



1816 (July 3). — A tablet of freestone, in fine preservation, bearing 
an inscription to Ceres, in irreguhir lambie verses, wa« presented to the 
Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, by colonel Coulson, of Blenkinsopp 
castle. The tablet was found in Gaervorsn, one of the stations on 
the Roman wall, in Northumberland. The inscription is an aeourate 
bat mystical exposition of the creed of a Boman soldier, respecting 
the mother of the gods, it ia thus translated by the rev. John 
HodgeoD : — 
The virgin that in her celestial seat impends over the lion, 
Is the Gormbearer, the inventor of right, the builder of ohies. 
By whose bleeangs we are permitted to know the gods ; 
The same is, therefore, the mother of the gods, peace, virtue, Geres, 
The Syrian (roddess, poising in a balance life and laws. 
Syria has s«it forth a star, seen in heaven, 
To be werwhipped by Lybia, from thenoe we all proceed ; 
Thus, under the guidance of thy grace, hath anderstood ; 
Marcos Cseoilius Donatinus, a waxfaring 
Tribune in the office of prefect by the bounty of the emperor. 

History ofNorthd. ^e, 
July 6.— Some workmen employed at the quarry at Hetton, North- 
umberland, on removing the earth, near the old Roman road, dis- 
covered about four feet below the surface, an um rudely carved and 
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filled with black ashes, near it was a stone coffin about three feet 
four inches long, and two feet two inches in width, containing the 
remains of a body lying on the left side ; the legs folded up behind the 
thighs. From the rough state of the coffin, no inscription cotdd be 
traced. — Hist of Northd. 

1816 (July 10). — ^About twelve o^clock at night, an alarming fire 
broke out in the upper part of a building in the Pudding-chare, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Beeney, painter and glazier, as a varnishing 
room, and by Mr. Lawson as a currier^s work shop. The fire had 
arrived at a considerable height before it was discovered, but the 
firemen succeeded in getting it under by about two o'clock, without 
doing much further damage than destroying the upper stories of the 
building in which it originated, together with the property contained 
therein. Mr. Beeney'^s loss was considerable, not being insured. 
Mr. Bichardson, the owner of the premises, and Mr. Lawson, were 
both insured. — Local Papers. » 

August 5. — The ship Flora, of London, having just taken in a 
cargo of coals from Messrs. Nesham and Co'^s. staith at Sunderland, 
blew up with a terrible explosion, the deck beams being broken, and 
the decks completely torn up, with considerable other damage. This 
was occasioned by the inflammable state of the coal, and the air being 
entirely excluded from the hold. — Ibid. 

August 17. — John Greig, for the murder of Elizabeth Stonehouse, 
of Monkwearmouth, was executed pursuant to his sentence, on a 
drop erected in front of the new county court house at Durham. 
He was a stout good-looking man, thirty-seven years of age. — lUd, 

August 22. — About four o'*clock on the morning, an alarming fire 
broke out in the premises of Mr. Coxon, of Milburn-place, North 
Shields, pawnbroker, by which the whole of the internal part of the 
building, furniture, and pledged goods were consumed. — Ibid. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Margaret Archer, aged 110 years. — 
Ibid. 

September 7. — James O'Neil for robbing Mr. Greorge Angus, 
carrier of Miokley, on the highway, on his return from the preceding 
October Cow-hill fair, was executed pursuant to his sentence, on the 
Town-moor, Newcastle. The body, after hanging the usual time, 
was cut down, and conveyed by the friends of the deceased to a 
public-house near the gaol, where it was waied^ and on the fc^owing 
day (Sunday) it was interred at St. Andrew^s church ; about thirty 
Irish people following it to the grave. — Ibid. 

September 10. — During a tremendous hurricane, the patent iron 
wands of the corn-mill at Byker-hill, near Newcastle, were carried 
away for the third time in two years, and fell with a dreadful crash. 
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In NewcaaUe many bnildinge were injured, and a Urge aah tree, 
which had for many gramations stood in the west corner of the 
vioarage garden, in Westgate-street, was blown down, to the great 
regret of the inhatHtants. It was somewhat remaricable that this 
tree, which, for many years, had been frequented by rooks, was this 
year deserted by thmi, a aolitary pair only making their nest in it. 
— Local Papers. 



I Cathidkal, holy Island (1S14). 

1816 (Sep.) — The view of that venerable ruin, the cathedral of St, 
Guthbert, at Holy Island, was considerably improved by the wreck 
and mbbish of the fallen parts of the building being removed from thf 
windows, which had for ages been blocked up ; but most especially 
by the great western door of the church being opened out, which the 
son had not shone upon for centmiea past, the architecture of which 
is the true Saxon, highly ornamented, with three columns on each side 
of the door. The aniat«ura of antiquities are indebted to Mr. Selby, 
of Swansfield, for this great improvement. — Local Rec. 

September 18. — Many of the tradesmen in Sunderland, injudi- 
doualy refused taking the shillings and sixpences that were plain, and 
without remains of the impression. In consequence of this, a large 
c<HUJourse of the poor inhabitants met after dark, and commenced an 
attack upon the shops <^ Messrs. Caleb Wilson, Nattrass, Middle- 
brook, Walton, Andrews, Hall, &c., all grocers and flour dealers ; the 
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windows of both shops and houses were nearly demolished, and the 
shop of Middlebrook completely gutted by the mob, who were seen 
running away with hams, bacon, groceries, &c. After the shop had 
been forced open, the 33rd regiment was called out, and, on the riot 
act being read about midnight, they prepared to act hostilely, when 
the mob in a great degree dispersed, but not before several soldiers 
received severe bruises from bricks, &dc. The house of Mr. Barnes, 
surgeon, being at this time rebuilding, the mob took thence many 
hundred bricks for their destructive purposes ; the town continued in 
great alarm and commotion for some time on this event. — Local Bee. 

1816 (Sep. 21).— Died, at Chirton, near North Shields, Mr. Wil- 
liam Elliot, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

September 30.— Died, at Old Walker, near Newcastle, Mrs. Jane 
Jowsey, aged 104 years. She possessed all her faculties until the 
time of her dissolution ; she could sew, spin, knit, and read small 
print without the aid of spectacles. — Ibid, 

October 9. — A Boman gold coin of the emperor Galba, about 
1400 years old, with a fine head quite perfect, was found in a field 
near Ohester-le-street, by a young woman gathering potatoes; it 
weighed about two-thirds of a guinea. It was placed in the valuable 
collection of Bobert Surtees, esq., of Mainsforth. — Local Bee. 

October 11. — Witton castle and estate in the county of Durham, 
were sold by auction in the city of Durham, for the sum of <f 78,000. 
— Bur. Adv. 

October 18. — A riot took place at Sunderland this day, (Friday) 
which is the market-day there. A farmer had been asking 16s. a 
bushel for his wheat, when a fellow standing by him forcibly seized the 
sack and ran off with it. This daring outrage was the signal for the 
whole of the com being seized by the populace, and instantly the 
whole market became the scene of the utmost confusion and alarm. 
The shop-keepers shut in their windows, the magistrates appeared and 
read the riot act, and the military were ordered to be in readiness, 
but fortunately their services were not required. By the active exer- 
tions of about sixty special constables, the com was nearly all re- 
covered and tranquility restored. — Local Papers. 

November 22. — A tremendous fire broke out in the premises occu- 
pied by Mr. James Hewet, ship-chandler, in the Low-street of 
North Shields, which were totally consumed, and the adjoining pre- 
mises considerably injured. — Ibid. 

November 2.9. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mrs. Elizabeth Broder- 
ick, aged 104 years. — Ibid. 

December 13. — The grand duke Nicholas, of Bussia, and his suite 
arrived at Sunderland ; and the morning following, attended by the 
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rev. Dr. Gray, minutely inspected the pier, the iron bridge, the coal 
staith of Messrs. Nesham and Co., and afterwards took refreshment 
at Bishopwearmouth rectory house. They then set out for Newcastle, 
and on their arrival, his imperial highness proceeded to the royal 
Jubilee School, where he was met by the rev. William Turner, one of 
the secretaries. Though Saturday is not a regular school day, yet at 
the request of Dr. Hamel, who had arrived the day before, Mr. Drury, 
the master of the school, had assembled all the boys, to the number 
of nearly five hundred. This being the first Lancastrian school which 
his highness had seen, he appeared to be powerfully interested, and 
attentively examined all their performances. Before leavittg the 
school, he inscribed with his own hand in the visitors' book, his name 
in the Buss character, to remain as a testimonial of his visit. From 
the school the prince proceeded to Wallsend colliery, where Mr. 
Buddie explained the whole process of ventilating and working the 
mines and the shipping of coal. Mr. Bewick had afterwards the 
honour of laying before the grand duke specimens of his skill in the 
art of engraving upon wood, which were closely examined, and much 
approved of by his highness. On Sunday morning, the right wor- 
shipful the mayor, sir Thomas Burden, knt., paid his respects to his 
imperial highness, to tender him the honours and hospitality of New- 
castle. His highness regretted that want of time did not allow him 
to accept the invitation, and indeed he almost immediately set off for 
Alnwick castle, and thence to Berwick, where he passed the night. 
His suite eonsisted of the following persons : — Baron Nicholay, sir 
William Congreve, Koutousof, Dr. Crichton, General Saurassoff, 
M. Klinker, M. Marsell, and M. Parosky. — Local Papers. 

1816. — The alms-houses "for the convenient lodging of poor im- 
potent persons belonging to the township of Stockton'' erected about 
the year 1682, having fallen into decay, were, this year, rebuilt in a 
handsome style, and occupy a conspicuous situation on the east side of 
the High-street. This structure derives its origin from the benevo- 
lence of George Brown, esq., of Stockton, and of Threadneedle-street, 
London, who bequeathed three thousand pounds, for this purpose. — 
Brewster 8 Stockton. 

Ebenezer meeting-house (Presbyterian) Alnwick founded. The 
register of births and baptisms 24 entries, extending from 1817 to 
1831. — Rep, of Pari, Com, 

This year the freedom of Berwick was voted to admiral lord Ex- 
mouth, and to admiral sir David Milne, for highly distinguished and 
meritorous services at Algiers. His lordship replied by a letter of 
thanks, stating that this was the first compliment that he had re- 
ceived since his arrival in England from Algiers. — Local Papers, 
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1816. — One of those wiee and prudeat institutions, a savings' 
bank, was, this year, established at Morpeth, under the patrons^ 
and trust of the duke of Portland, bit C. M. L. M. Monck, bart., 
and W. Ord, esq. M. P., and in 1829. a neat commodious building 
was erected, in which the business of the bank is now transacted. — 
Ilud^mug Northd. 

This year, Algernon Percy, only brother to the duke of Northum- 
berland, was created lord Prudhoe, baron of Prudhoe ooatle, in Nortb- 
tiinberland. — Local Papers. 



1817 (Jan. 4).— Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Ralph Beilby, a native of 
Durham, in the 74th yew of his age. He was the son of Mr. William 
Beilby, a respectable jeweller and goldsmith in Durham, but being 
unsuocessful in buunese, he removed to Newcastle. Balph having 
learnt to be a, silversmith, jeweller, and seal engraver, under his father, 
became the common resource in several useful arts and accomplish- 
ments. To the engraving of arms and letters on seals and silver 
plate, he added engraving on copper, as there were at that time no 
engi'avers in the north of England. Mr. Beilby executed heraldic 
engravings with extraordiaary facility, and hia plate of "Thornton's 
Monument,'' in Brand's History of Newcastle, shows that he also 
possessed considerable skill in engraving upon copper. But he was 
most distinguished for hia literary and scientific pursuits ; he also un- 
derstood the science of music well, and in his youth played double 
bass at the rev. Dr. Brown's private concerts. He was one of the 
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first and warmest promoters of the Literary and Philosophical society 
of Newcastle, and was highly esteemed. — Local Bee. 

1817 (Jan. 13). — Died, at Shincliff, near Durham, Mr John Lamb, 
farmer, aged 100 years. It was the anniversary of his birth day. — 
Local Papers, 

January 30. — Eighteen waggons belonging to the artillery arrived 
in Newcastle on their way to Scotland, under a military escort. They 
were laden with the new silver coin to the amount, in weight, of 
twenty-four tons; — Ibid. 

February 1 2. — A most destructive fire occurred at Darlington, by 
which the extensive woollen-manufactory, belonging to Messrs. Ed- 
ward and Joseph Pease, and other property, valued at thirty thousand 
pounds, were destroyed, and five hundred people thrown out of 
employ. — Gmts Mag. 

February 13. — The new silver coin was delivered from the Mint 
office, in the Close, to the public in Newcastle, in exchange for the 
old standard coin of the realm, however defaced or reduced in weight 
by use. — Local Papers. • 

This month, there were found in the ancient manor of Ulchester, 
Northumberland, nearly one thousand silver coins, which appeared to 
be pennies of the reigns of Stephen and Henry XL — Ibid. 

March. — Died in the poor-house of St. Nicholas', Durham, William 
Williamson, aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

April 8. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Isabella Thompson, 
widow, aged 1 00 years. — Ibid. 

April 14. — Martha Wilson was found suspended from a nail in the 
wall of her apartment in the Trinity-house, Newcastle. After a care- 
ful examination of witnesses before the coroner and jury, a verdict 
oifelo de se was found, and in consequence her body was interred in 
the public highway, a little to the east of the toll-gate, and in front 
of the buildings which have since been named Bidley Villas. — Ibid. 

April 20, — Died, in the house of Correction in Durham, where he 
had been kept nearly forty-six years, a man usually called Didey, a 
hmatic, whose real name could never be made out, but which was 
supposed to have been Richard Williamson. This extraordinary 
man was first discovered in 1771, in a complete state of nudity, in an 
out-building in the fields near Newton-hall, then the seat of Thomas 
Liddell, esq., who allowed him Is. a- week towards his maintenance, 
and which was continued by his successors, and, with the allowance 
from the county, and the kind attention of the governors of the 
house, rendered his life comfortable. It was generally conjectured, 
that he had been a lunatic confined in some receptacle, whence he 
had escaped. He was never able either to tell his name or give the 
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smallest account of himself, nor could any discovery ever be made 
where he came from, or to whom he belonged, though, from his dia- 
lect, he seemed to have come from the south. He was perfectly 
harmless, and appeared to have had a good education, from his being 
able to repeat many parts of the service of the church, particularly 
the morning service, which he frequently did with great prc^riety. 
He was supposed, at the time of his death, to be about 80 years of 
age. — Local Bee. 

1817 (April 20). — Died, at Plessey, Northumberland, Margaret 
Stafford, aged 106 years. — Local Papers. 

April 28. — Died, at the Peace and Unity Hospital, Westgate, 
Newcastle, aged 101, Mrs. Anne Tindal, who had been a widow 66 
years. When 99 she had the misfortune to have her thigh bone 
broke, of which she was cured in the infirmary ; and about six weeks 
before her death, her shoulder was dislocated, of which she also had 
recovered. — Genfa. Mag. 

April 29. — The marriage of earl Percy, at Northumberland-house, 
Strand, London, to lady Charlotte Florentia Olive, youngest daughter 
of the earl of Powis, was celebrated at Alnwick, by the ringing of 
bells, the firing of guns, and an ox roasted in the Market-place ; it 
was cut up by Mr. George Lindsay, butcher, on a scaffold erected for 
the purpose, and distributed amongst the populace, together with a 
proportionate quantity of bread and ale. The whole was conducted 
with the greatest harmony. — Local Papers. 

April 29. — The foundation stone of a new Independent Meeting- 
house was laid with much ceremony, in Villiers-street, Sunderland, 
by the rev. Mr. Parsons, of Leeds. — Ibid. 

This month, died at Hexham, Mr. John Bewick, aged 101 years. — 
Ibid. 

May 18. — Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Margaret Cundell, widow, 
aged 100 years. — lUd. 

This month, died at Rig End, near Falstone, Mrs. Heron, widow, 
aged 104 years.— Ibid. 

June 1. — Died, at St. Anthony's, near Newcastle, Sarah Forster, 
aged 109 years. — Ibid. 

June 8.^ — ^Died, at the High Felling, near Gateshead, John Maclay, 
aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

June 8. — Died, at Hexham, Elizabeth Carr, aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

June 8. — Died, at Brancq^th castle, in the county of Durham, 
in his 83rd year, William Bussell, esq., whose mild and amiable quaii- 
ties had not less endeared him to his family and friends, than his 
genuine benevolence and public spirit had entitled him to universal 
respect and esteem. Among many other instances of his well-(Mrected 



A. D. 1817.] TABLE BOOK. 175 

munificence and patriotism may be mentioned an hospital, which he 
founded and liberally endowed some years previously in the county of 
Durham, for a considerable number of aged persons, with a school 
attached for a large establishment of boys and girls. In 1795, Mr. 
Eussell was prominently instrumental in raising a large body of infan- 
try in the county of Durham, to the oxpence of which he mainly con- 
tributed ; and subsequently, at the cost of several thousand pounds, 
entirely borne by himself, he raised and equipped a numerous corps 
of sharp-shooters (the Wallsend riflemen, conamanded by John Bud- 
die, esq ;) esteemed one of the most complete in the kingdom. During 
the period of distress which shortly preceded his disease, and up to 
the moment of his death, he received and maintained the poor coming 
from all quarters in barracks constructed for the purpose, where every 
requisite comfort and accommodation was provided for them, while 
he kept alive their habits of industry by employing such as were able 
in various works upon his extensive estates. — GmCs. Mag. 

1817 (June 12). — Died, in the gaol of Newgate, Newcastle, where he 
had been confined several years, Mr. William Richardson, formerly an 
eminent corn-merchant in that town. Mr. B. possessed considerable 
talents, and various were his satiric effiisions, the chief of which is 
" The Newcastle Attorneys,'' which was privately circulated, and of 
course has become extremely scarce. His widow placed a very singu-* 
lar epitaph over his remains, in Heworth chapel-yaxd, which ha^ since 
been much mutilated. — Loccd Bee. 

June 23. — The corporation of Newcastle commenced building 
twenty additional rooms to the Peace and Unity hospital, at the 
Westgate, for aged freemen and their widows. — Local Papers. 

June 26. — ^Died, at Birtley, Durham, Balph Goftan, in the 102nd 
year of his age. — Ibid. 

June 30. — About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the carburetted 
hydrogen gas in the Bow pit, at Harraton colliery, on the river Wear, 
unfortunately ignited, when thirty-eight men and boys lost their lives. 
It was one of the most violent explosions which had happened for 
years ; corves, trams, and several utensils used at the bottom of the 
shaft (82 fathoms in depth) being blown into the air, together with 
the bodies of two of the unfortunate workmen, one with the head off, 
and the other cut in two in the middle. All the sufferers, except one 
from Fatfield, belonged to New Painsher, and were buried there on 
Wednesday, July 2nd. Amongst them wwe ten bdonging to one 
family, of the name of Hills, viz. the grandfather, his two sons, and 
seven grandsons. This dreadful accident was caused entirely by the 
perverse obstinacy of a young man, named John Moody, one of the 
hewers, who, in defiance of the orders of the overman, refused to 
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use sir H. Davy''s lamp, and lighted a candle, which was twice put out 
by the workmen whom he was to relieve, but he re-lighted it by un- 
soreniag the lamp, and thus eacrifioed his own life, and the Uvea of 
his companions. But the painful narrative does not close here : on 
Wednesday afternoon, some of the workmen went into the Nova 
Scotia pit, of the same colliery, to repair some part of the shaft which 
had been injured by the explosion of the Bow pit, and not returning 
in time, another party of men went down to seek them, but were 
obliged to return without eSecting their object, being unable to pro- 
ceed on account of the great quantity of choke damp which had en- 
tered the workings, supposed from the Row pit subsequent to the 
explosion. The eight workmen who had first gone down were obliged, 
therefore, to be left to their fate. Their bodies were got out on the 
foHowtng day, six of whom were quite dead ; two were still alive, with 
little hopes of recovery. — Local Papers. 

1817 (July 21). — An explosion occurred in Sheriff-hill colliery, by 
which one life was lost. — Ibid. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



N the month of September, 1817, the foundur 
tion etooe of a Boman Catholic chapel was 
y laid in Bedford-atreet, North Shields, ad- 
joiDing the turnpike road from Tynemouth 
to Newcastle. June 14th, 1821, this elegant 
Gothic edifice woa opened with great Boknin- 
ity by the right rev. Thomas Smith, bishop 
^ of Bohna, and vicar apostolic of the northem 
district, assisted by a number of Catholic 
clergymen. An excellent sermon waa preach- 
ed by the rev. Thomaa Gillow, to a crowded audience, who had been 
admitted by ticket. — Local Papere. 

July 4. — A blast took place on board the Fly, Brown, of Ely, 
which had Just been laden with coals at Mr. Brandling's staith, on the 
river Tjne. The hatches were fastened down about eight o'clock at 
night, and about half-past eleven, the master having been writing in 
his cabin, the inflammable gas from the coal having found its way 
from the hold, ignited at his candle a^ he was going to bed, and ex- 
ploded. The master was seriously scorched; his bed curtains were 
Bet on fire ; the hatches were burst open, and a boat which was upon 
them thrown off. Two planks on the deck were blown up. The 
other men on board were in bed and received no hurt, except the 
mate who was thrown out of bed, and his toes a, little burnt, and his 
whiskers singed off. The cat also lost her whiskers, and was much 
singed. These accidents are occasioned by immediately fastening 
down the hatches upon a cai^o of fresh coals, which emit the gas for 
some time after they are raised from the mine. — Ihid. 

July 10. — Died, at Northumberland-house, London, the most noble 
Hugh Percy, duke of Northumberland, unrivalled for g<iodness of 
heart, friendship, munificence, and princely protection. For 53 years 
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be adorned the military profession hoih at home and abroad ; and as 
a statesman, tempered the lore of his sovereign with the love of the 
just rights of the people. He was the father of his tenantry, who 
gratefully perpetuated his memory by a stately column. During the 
late war, the Percy tenantry volunteer artillery, cavalry^ airf riflemen, 
were clothed, paid, and in every respect maintained in arms, at the 
sole expense of this patriotic nobleman. His grace's titles and offices 
were, Hugh Percy, duke of Northumberland, Earl Percy, Baron 
Warkworth, of Warkworth castle, Baron Percy, Lucy, Poynings, 
Fitzpayne, Bryan, and Latimer, a baronet, a general in the army, 
knight of the garter, lord lieutenant and vice-admiral of Northum- 
berland and Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and constable of Launceston castle, 
F. R. S. and F. S. A. His grace was in the 75th year of his age. 
The following month, on account of his grace'^s death, eleven elegant 
banners, coat of mail, sword and shield, &c., were placed in Alnwick 
church. — Local Papers. 

1817(July 14.)-Died, near Wolviston, Durham^ Mrs. Mary Stephen- 
son, widow, aged 104 years. Her mother died at the age of 108 ; a 
sister at 107, another sister at 105, and a brother at the age of 97 
years. No other family, perhaps, ever produced so many remarkable 
instances of longevity. — Genfa. Mag. 

July 18. — Died, in St. Andrew's poor-house, Newcastle, Anne 
Moulter, aged 102 years. — Local Papers. 

July 19. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Morrison, aged 102 
years. — Ihid. 

July 21. — At night, a partial explosion took place in SherifiF-hill 
colliery, by which John Tempest one of the hewers was so dread- 
fully burnt that he died the following day. — Blyth Monthly Gleaner. 

July 25. — Died, at Hartley, in her 106th year, Mrs Margaret 
Lowery, who enjoyed excellent health till within a few hours of her 
death, with faculties unimpaired. About twenty years before, she was 
nearly blind, but she recovered her eye-sight, which remained strong 
and clear to the last. — Ibid. 

August 14. — Died, at Darlington, Isabella Bumsides, aged 104 
years. — Local Papers. 

September 25. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event six men lost their lives. — Ibid. 

Se^ember 28. — Died, at the house of his nephew, captain Cumby, 
of Heighington, the rev. William Haswell, torty years lecturer of 
Tynemouth parish, in the 65th year of his age. He was endeared to 
the inhabitants of North Shields, and its neighbourhood, as a true 
evangelical preacher; a man of very superior endowments in the 
higher species of composition, yet were his discussions suited to the 
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capacity of every hearer. Thwe was a charm in his eloquence, au 
earnest forcefuhiess in his delivery, a distinctness in his enunciation, 
an awe, commanding solemnity, in his captivating voice, which will 
long be remembered by his numerous auditory. He possessed a 
happy facility of adapting his discourse to the feelings of any suddi^ 
emergency : and his impressive sermon on the occasion of the mem* 
orable storm at sea and lamentable shipwrecks of December 1 784, 
will carry his name to ages yet to come. It was published and after* 
wards translated into the French language. His remains were 
interred at Tynemouth priory on the 23rd of September, amidst a 
concourse of twelve-thousand people ; the chief parochial officers and 
gentlemen of the parish, attended by many neighbouring clergy, and 
a numerous train of mourning coaches and gentlemen's carriages 
having gone to the extremity of their boundary, on the Newcastle 
road to meet the corpse, and pay their last sad respects at his grave^ 
The ships in the harbour lowered their colours in mourning, and the 
flag on the church tower was also half-mast-high. — Blifth Gleaner, 

1817 (Oct. 11). — The committee of the coal trade of the rivers Tyne 
and Wear, and the several subscribers to the superb service of plate, 
value two thousand pounds, which had been for some time preparing 
as a tribute of gratitude to sir Humphry Davy, for his invaluable 
discovery of the safety lamp, with several of their friends, assembled 
at the Queen's Head inn, to partake of a dinner given to that distin- 
guished philosopher on the presentation of the plate. John George 
Lambton, esq., M. P., for the county of Durham, in the chair.-— 
Local Papers. 

October 16. — ^An immense whale was found at sea by the fishermen 
of North Sunderland, which, after great exertion, they succeefled in 
towing on shore at the pier of that place, where it lay for some time, 
during which crowds of people viewed this stranger. — Blyth Gleaner, 

October 19. — In the evening a desperate attempt was made to 
escape from the gaol of Newcastle by Henry Scope, a convict under 
sentence of death, for house breaking, but whose sentence was changed 
to transportation : as Mr. Gee the gaoler entered the place of confine- 
ment, to examine it, along with the turnkey, he threw a tub-fuU of 
ashes at his head, with a view of blinding him, and then struck at 
him with a stick ; in the scuffle, a dog belonging to the turnkey fast- 
ened on the arm of Mr. Gee, through mistake, and bit it so severely 
that amputation became necessary ; Scope was at length with difficulty 
secured, and chained to the floor ; the other prisoners in the same 
room did not join in the attempt. — Blyth Mon, Gleaner, 

October 21. — The mayor, the sheriff and stewards of the incorpor* 
ated c<nnpanies rode the boundaries of the corporation of Newcastle. 
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When near Kenton, a melancholy accident occurred; a boy was 
thrown down by one of the horses and so severely hurt by the hind 
feet of another horse following close upon it, that he died soon after. 
— Blyth Mon, Gleaner, 

1817 (Nov. 3). — An explosion took place in Ouston colliery, near 
Chester-le-street, by which a man named John TurnbuU lost his life, 
and three others were severely burnt. — Local Papers, 

November 7. — At midnight an uninhabited house in Sandgato near 
the Folly, belonging to Mr. Cathey, tallow chandler, was discovered 
to be on fire, supposed to have been caused by some incendiary. The 
engines were soon brought, and by the prompt exertions of the fire- 
men, the adjoining premises were preserved. The damage consisted in 
the internal part of the building being all consumed, with a consider- 
able quantity of rags and old rope which were deposited there. — 
Blyth Hon, Gleaner. 

November 8. — On the receipt of the intelligence in Newcastle, of 
the death of the princess Charlotte (Nov. 6.), the great bell of St. 
Nicholas, and the bells of ail the other churches tolled heavily for an 
hour, and the flag of the castle was displayed half staff high ; many 
of the ships in the harbour made a similar mournful display. At 
Durham, the bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a mournful peal, and 
the great bell of the cathedral was also tolled for a considerable time. 
At North and South Shields the bells of the churches rung muffled 
peals, and the ships displayed their mourning. The flags on Olifford'^s 
fort and Tynemouth castle, were also hoisted in mourning. Novem- 
ber 19 th being the day when the mortal remains of this noo^t beloved 
princess were to be consigned to the cold and silent tomb, it was 
observed in Newcastle with every mark of solemnity and sorrow. At 
sun rise, on the signal of a gui^ from the eastle, a muffled peal was 
slowly rung on the bells of St. Nicholas, and the other churches, and 
the flags of the castle and the ships in the harbour were hoisted hatf 
mast high. All the shops were closed, and business of every kind 
suspended. Divine service was perfMmed at the several ohurcbes in 
the morning, and was most numerously attended. The mayor and 
oorporation passed in slow procession to St. Nicholas' church, where 
also the several lodges of free masons in that town and Gateshead 
assembled, properly attired in black, with hatbands and white gloves, 
to join in the mournful service of the day ; the church was exoeedii^fy 
crowded. The pulpit, reading deslcs, &c., were all hung with black 
cloth. After service, the church bells tolled heavily for a considerable 
time, and at sun-set, another mournful peal closed the observances 
of the day. At Gateshead church, there was also iservice in the even- 
ing, when an affecting sermon was preached by the rev. Christopher 
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Benson, of Neweaatle, This raoumfij event waa similarly observed at 
dU the other towns, — Local Paferx. 



1817 (Dec. 3). — The awful sentence of the law wae carried into ex- 
ecution against Charles Smith, for the ^dlfuI murder of Charles Stuart. 
About tea o'clock the procsBsion moved from Newgate to the gal- 
lows, which waa erected on the town-moor, Newcastle, a little north 
of the bairacks, on the opposite side of the road. When arrived at 
the gallows, he, in a firm and impressive manner, addressed the speo- 
tators at some length, denying his having shed the blood of Stuart, 
and stating that he forgave all who had appeared against him. After 
joining in prayer with the Roman Catholic clergyman (rev. Mr. Wor- 
Bwick), he was launched into eternity. His body was afterwards 
taken to the surgeons' hall for dissection. He had been respited 
from the 18th of August. — Ibid. 

December. — Died, at Matfen, Northmnberland, John Armstrong, 
gamekeeper to sir Edward Blackett, bart. He completed his lOOtli 
year in August last, on which occasioa he was regaled, by his own 
desire, with roast beef and bottled ale. He retained all his faculties 
to the last ; and his eye-sight was so good that during his last summer 
he could read a chapter in the bible without spectacles. — Gmfs Mag, 

December H. — ^Died, at Hexham, Margaret Davison, aged 102 
yCBXB.— -Local Papers. 

December 18. — An explosion took place in the Plain pit, at Bain' 
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ton colliery, when twenty-seven persons (eleven men and sixteen boys) 
lost their lives ; the accident took place before all the worionen had 
descended to their work ; had it occurred a little time later, there 
would have been upwards of one hundred and sixty men and boys in 
the pit, most of whom, it is probable would have perished. — Jjocal 
Papers, 

1817 (Dec). — A seal weighing four stones, was shot at Bywell, about 
twenty-five miles from the mouth of the Tyne, and ten above the run 
of the tide. — Blyth Mon, Gleaner, 

This year, Mr, Grey of Millfield hill, found near the traces of an 
ancient encampment, a short distance from Flodden hill, a tumulus, 
which, on removal, exhibited a very singular sepulchre. In the centre 
of which a large urn was found, but in many pieces. It had either 
been broken by the stones falling upon it when digging, or had 
crumbled on the admission of air. This urn was surrounded by a 
number of cells formed of flat stones in the shape of graves, but too 
small to hold the body in its natural state. These sepulchral recesses 
contained nothing except ashes, or dust of the same kind as that in 
the um. — Hist, of Northd, 

The dispensary in Oldgate, Morpeth, was established in 1817. This 
useful institution is supported by subscription. — Hodgson's Northd. 

This year, Gilesgate moor, Durham (270 acres) was divided. The 
marquis and marchioness of Londonderry, had one sixteenth allotted 
as lord and lady of the manor, and reserved the mines. — Surtees. 

This year, died at Rushyford, Durham, Mrs. Mary Young, aged 
101 years. — Local Papers, 

A barrow upon an eminence, which served as a place of execution 
for the castle of Bamborough in feudal times, was partly <^ened in 
this year, and was found to contain numerous graves belonging to the 
British, or unconverted Saxon period. In some instances the skel- 
etons were stretched at length, in graves made of thin stoiles ; and 
in others the bodies had been reduced to ashes by fire, and the ashes 
themselves had been collected in rudely ornamented and sun-baked 
urns, which were found inverted in i^nall square cavities of six stones 
each, just large enough to contain them. — Baine'^s No. Ihir. 

Presbyterian chapel, Wallsend founded. The register of births 
and baptisms, extending from 1817 to 1887.— ifop. of Pari. Com. 

Bethel chapel (Independent), Villiers-street, Bishopwearmouth. was 
founded. The register of baptiraas, 233 entries, extends from 1811 to 
1836; and that of burials, 166 entries, from 1826 to 1837.— /Wrf. 

New court chapel (Baptist), Westgatenatreet, Newoastle-on-Tyne 
founded. The register of births, 99 entries, extending from 1817 to 
1836.— /5wif. 
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1818 (Jan. 10).— A savings^ bank was opened at Newcastle, and 
upwards of d6*300 paid in by between sixty and seventy depositors. — 
Local Papers. 

In the evening of the same day, a partial lighting of the gas lights 
took place in such of the shops in Newcastle as had completed their 
arrangements. The lamps in Moseley-street were not lighted till the 
13th (Tuesday evening), when a great crowd witnessed their first 
lighting up. — Local ttec, 

January 12. — ^A numerous and most respectable party of gentle- 
men dined together at the Assembly rooms, in Newcastle, (Charles 
John Brandling, esq., of Gosforth, in the chair), on the occasion of 
presenting a piece of plate (a tankard of large dimensions) to Mr. 
George Stephenson, for the services rendered to science and humanity 
by the invention of his safety lamp. This, added to a former dona- 
tion of the coal trade at large, amounted to nearly <£^1,000.' — Hid. 

February 8. — Died, in the workhouse at Bishop Auckland, Hannah 
Bobinson, aged 103 years. — Local Papers. 

February 12. — Died, at Haggerstone, in Northumberland, Thomas 
Ewart, aged 101 years. — Ihid. 

February 14. — Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Mary Usher, aged 101 
years. — lUd. 

February 15. — The chapel of St. Andrew, at North Shields, was 
first opened for service, by the rev. John Wilson, A. M., after the 
solenm Presbyterian form of Scotland. The foundation stone of this 
chapel was laid in June 1817. The register of births and baptisms, 
extending from 1817 to 1837.^ — Bep. of Pari. Com. ^c. 

February 18. — Died, at North Shields, Jane Macdonald, aged 101 
years. — Local Papers. 

February 21. — Died, in Sunderland Old Boad, in the chapelry of 
Heworth, at three o'*clock in the morning, Hannah BeU, aged 100 
years, and at nine the same morning, James Bell, her husband aged 
103 years. He had been indisposed for some time ; and a few days 
previous to his dissolution, his wife observed to him, that he would 
not 'live long, but that she would go before him, which she did as 
above stated ; without any previous illness she complained of being 
sick, and expired. Their youngest daughter, aged 68, attended them 
during their last moments. — lUd. 

March 10. — The workmen in digging for the foundations of a serai- 
GiTGular addition to the north side of Bedlington church, discovered 
three grave-stones, with crosses and swords, in the style of the 11th 
or 12th centuries, and one of them with "Ora pro nobis**' upon it. 
In pulling down the north wall, there was also found, the fragment of 
a pillar 14 inches high, of the form of an irregular octagon, measuring 



eight inches by five at the top, and having its two narrowest aides 
ploughed perpendicularly with two flutings. Three of the other sides 
bear a fragment of an inscription ; " crvx or lvx vndiqvb ptlsct 
amata" and the other three are decorated with a grifiin, and fret 
work in relief, aa here represented. Besides the above there were 
found the remains of a man, supposed to be those of Cuthbert 
Watson, a noted sleep-walker, who was killed upon the spot where 
thoy were founds He had risen in his sleep, Feb. 14, 1669, and 
was in the act of climbing the north buttress of the tower with great 
ease and firmness ; but a person passing by at the time, and dreading 
the danger of his situation, spoke to him, and he awoke, fell, and was 
instantly killed. This story is supported by the current tradition of 
the place, by an entry said to be in the parish register, and by the 
above date, and the words " Watson's Wake" cut upon the buttress. 
— HodgmrCs Northd. 

1818 (March 24). — Died, in the Eeelmen's hospital, Newcastle, Ann 
Hamilton, aged 100 years.! — Local Papers. 

Same day, a large Boating dock, belonging to Mr. Farrington, ship 
builder, was launched from his yard at Sandgate shore, Newcastle, 
in the presence of many hundreds of spectators. — Ibid. 

March 27. — A grand masonic procession took place from Mr. 
Smith''s the Anchor inn, at Wooler, which was met by a deputation 
of the trustees, elders, and others of the congregation of Protestant 
Dissenters of the West chapel, the rev. Mr. Mitchell, minister, and 
proceeded to the site fixed upon for a new meeting-house, where the 
foundation stone was laid by Mr. Richard Jobson. Under the stone 
were deposited ia a sealed bottle, various coins of George III., and a 
roll of parchment containing a list of the presiding officers of the 
society and the lodges, after which, an appropriate oration wa» 
delivered by brother Joseph Armstrong. — Ihid. 

April 2r^Early on the morning an alarming fire broke out in the 
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yard of the Fighting Cocka public-house in tho Bigg Market, New- 
oastJe, the property of Mr. G-eorge Lister. How the fire originated, 
eoold not be ascertained. It was a most fortunate circumstance that 
the wind was low, or from the near vicinity of Messrs. Angas'a coach 
manuFactory, the most alarming results might have been anticipated. 
— Blyth Man. Gleaner. 



EHTBlUrCE TO FIOBTTHU COCKS' VAHD, 



1818(Aprill5). — At the anniversary meeting of the Boyal Humane 
society, hoMen at the London tavem, his royal highness the duke of 
Sussex, president of the society, delivered the honorary medallion tu 
John Davison, esq., of Bishopwearmouth, for his invention of (he im- 
proved Sunderland life-boat. His royal highness in addressing Mr. 
Davison, observed the society had been highly pleased with the life- 
boat, the principle of which his royal highness explained to the party 
assembled. He also stated that the society was much gratified by 
Mr. D'a being present to receive the medal in person, and he further 
observed as one of tho royal family, they were deeply interesteti in 
every invention that tended to preserve the lives of his majesty's 
subjects, and condescendingly added, in presenting the medal to Mr. 
Davison, that he had well deserved it. — 3Ion. Mag. 

May 2. — A fire broke out in the Hartford, London trader, captain 
James Otway, belonging to Mr. Robson, wharfinger, of Newcastle. 
She was lying near the cinder kilns, on the south side of the Tyne ; 
and about one o'clock on the morning, the alarm of fire was given by 
the mate and his wife, who, with a boy, were the only persons on 
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board. Two engines from neighbouring glass-houses were not long 
in arriving at the place, and about four o'clock, one of the engines from 
the Newcastle fire office, proceeded down the river in a wherry. 
Every exertion was made to prevent the progress of the fire. The 
vessel was scuttled, but being in shallow water, she of course sunk 
very little. At one time the flames issued through the sky-light, set 
fire to the trysail, and would certainly have destroyed all the rigging, 
had not a man instantly cut away the lanyards on one side of the 
vessel, which caused the mainmast to fall overboard. Notwithstand- 
ing these efforts, the fire contined to rage in the cabin, (where it 
originated) and the after part of the hold till six o''clock, and conse- 
quently did considerable damage to the vessel, as well as destroying 
every thing on board belonging to the captain and the crew ; fortun- 
ately no goods were on board. A new cable was found lying coiled, 
apparently as perfect as when first laid into the vessel, but upon 
being touched, fell into dust. William Lamb, who was employed at 
the Tyne Glass house, unfortunately fell down the hatchway ; it was 
not long before he was brought up with a hook, but life had fled ; 
he left a widow and five children, for whom a subscription was set 
on foot. — Local Papers, 

1818 (May 8). — A violent thunder-storm was experienced in var- 
ious parts of Northumberland. At Hardriding, the electric fluid de- 
scended a chimney, when a young woman, sitting by the fire, was 
struck senseless, a dog was killed, and the house was much damaged. 
— Genfs, Mag, 

May 11. — Died, in Northumberland-square, North Shields, Mr. 
Robert Wilkinson, librarian to the Public Subscription Library, 
Howard-street, aged 48 years. He was well skilled in the mathe- 
matics, as many of his productions in the Diaries and other publica- 
tions, will testify. His calculations, often made without putting pen 
to paper, were very astonishing. He was also a poet of no mean 
celebrity. In short, in him were combined some of the rarest quali- 
ties of the human mind. Mr. Wilkinson was a native of Northum- 
berland. — Local Papers, 

May SO. — Died, at his house in Welbeck-street, Cavendish-square, 
London, in the 54th year of his age, William Burden, esq., of Hart- 
ford-house, in Northumberland, a gentleman of great literary attain- 
ments. Mr. Burdon was a native of Newcastle, and educated at the 
Frae Grammar-school there, from whence he was sent to Emanuel 
college, Cambridge, where he obtained a fellowship. Mr. Burdon was 
designed for the church, but on reading the early history of Christian- 
ity, he came to the conclusion of not entering into priest's ordei's, 
and he resigned his fellowship in 1796. After his retirement from 
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the university, a number of curious and valuable works proceeded 
from his fertile pen. His publications were — *' Three Letters ad- 
dressed to the Bishop of Llandaif. Cambridge, 1795,'' "Life and 
Character of Buonaparte,'' " Examination of the Pursuits of Litera- 
ture," "Materials for Thinking" 2 vols. 8vo., " Letters on the Affairs 
of Spain," " Thoughts on Politics, Morality, and Literature," " A 
Vindication of Pope and Grattan," " Treatise on the Privileges of 
the House of Conunons," and several miscellaneous essays and papers 
in the periodical publications of the day. For some years, a small 
swelling had affected his thigh ; this increasing, and occasioning an 
intense and unremitting pain, he removed to London in 1817, for the 
purpose of an operation; the consequence was, that the thigh was 
amputated close to the trunk of the body. In two months he was 
able to take an airing in his carriage, although he was never free 
from pain. About the middle of May he gradually relapsed, and 
found great difficulty in breathing, attended with spasms^ and ex- 
pired as above stated. — Local Bee. 

1818 (June 2) .-The Society of Arts presented the silver medal and 
ten guineas to Mr. John Common, of Denwick, near Alnwick, for his 
invention of a double-drill turnip sower. He was also presented with 
thirty guinetas from the Highland society for this invention. The 
following curious account of Mr. Common's family, who have been 
remarkable for stature, strength, longevity, and cleverness, may be 
interesting. His great-grandfather, Thomas, lived until he was above 
110 years of age. Some time before his death, which happened at 
Dunsheugh, he got a new set of teeth. He left seven sons : one of 
them, named Andrew, measured twenty-seven inches across the 
shoulders ; and frequently went to Alnwick market from Thrunton, 
with a stick over his shoulder, to which a boll of peas was sus- 
pended. Robert, another son, seized two men who were assaulting 
his master at Warkworth Bams, and, carrying one of them under 
each arm, ran and threw them both into the Coquet. Being present 
when a jMirty of men were trying their strength by throwing an 
axe toward a house at High Buston, he joined in the sport ; but 
instead of throwing it toward the house he threw it over it. There 
was another son, named Matthew, possessed of uncommon strength. 
At one time he leaped forwards and backwards over a yoke of oxen 
in Alnwick streets. Thomas, the youngest, Mr. Common's grand- 
father, was the least, yet he weighed fourteen stones. He had two 
sons, Thomas, and Bobert, Mr. Common's father. They were both 
ingenious mechanics and noted pugilists. Thomas excelled in the 
erection of wind-mills and steam-engines ; and Robert, in making win- 
nowing machines on an economical plan. He made some improve- 
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ments in the construction of ploughs, and invented the bonnet maker^s 
mangle. He also performed well on the bagpipes and violin, both of 
which instruments he made himself. When a boy, he was severely 
corrected by his father, for standing upon his head on the steeple 
of Shilbottle church. His eldest son, Thomas, was an eminent mill- 
wright at Quebec. William, another son, carried on the same busi- 
ness in Buston, his native place. He possessed a portion of the nerve 
and agility of his forefathers, as he could leap through a hoop, two 
feet in diameter, while a tall man held it above his head. His brother, 
John Common, (from whom these particulars were obtained,) when 
a youth, stood upon his head on the highest tower of Warkworth 
castle. He performed the same feat on the edge of the grate of Brislee 
tower, and on the stem piece of a boat while agitated on the water. 
He has also laid his hands on a board the height of his chin, sprung up, 
and rested upon his head. He has likewise walked upon his elbows on 
level ground, and upon his hands on. the battlement of Warkworth 
bridge, and the highest part of Eshott-hall ! About the time that 
king James I. mounted the English throne, one of this wonderful 
family farmed the Freestone-Bam, near Whittingham, and tradition 
records how boldly he fought with a party of moss-troopers who had 
stolen his cattle. John, the brother of Mr. Gonmion''s great-grand- 
father before mentioned, lived until he was llf5 years old; and Peter, 
another brother, until he exceeded his 182nd year. He died at Bugly, 
about ninety years ago. This patriarch was casting flags on Hazon 
moor, when a Mr. Lisle rode up, and demanded to know by whose 
authority he worked there ? "I have cast flags here by times,*" said 
Peter, ** above a hundred years, and no man ever asked me the ques- 
tion before.''^ " Cast on while you live,'' replied the gentleman, throw- 
ing him half-a-crown ; " I will never forbid you." — John while serving 
at Titlington, was seized by a party of soldiers, whom his master, in a 
joke, had sent to take him ; but he defended himself so resolutely 
with the spade, that the poor fellows were glad to efliBct their escape. 
His eye-sight. remained unimpaired to the last; so that a few days 
before he died, while lying in bed, he could read a printed paper that 
was pasted up at some distance upon the wall of his room. He was 
buried at Warkworth. — Local Bee. 

1818 (July 19).— Sunday in the afternoon a tremendous fall of rain 
called by the country people a water-spout, fell upon Davy-Shield com- 
mon, and caused the rivulet which passes Otterbum, to overflow its 
banks, carrying away potatoes, com, &c. The rise was so rapid, that 
most of the inhabitants of the village of Otterbum were compelled to quit 
their houses for safety : the women and children were carried off upon 
the men's shoulders. In a few minutes all was confusion and desola- 
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tion. Mr. Anderson of the Inn suffered greatly : his lower apartments 
were inundated to a considerable height, the ale and the spirits were 
all set afloat, and his garden and pasture completely spoiled for the 
season. The stream entered the shop of Mr. A. Thompson, grocer, 
and was in a little time eight inches above the counter. The master 
of the shop undoubtedly would have perished in the flood, had 
not his very long coat, which he was in the habit of wearing, kept 
him buoyant until rescued by some of his neighbours from his per- 
ilous situation. Scarcely an inhabitant of the village, west of the 
bridge, but has been a sufferer more or less. This scene was truly 
awful — swine, hay, dunghiUs covered with poultry, and various utensils 
of husbandry were all driven off by the flood. Fortunately, however, 
the river Beed was not much swollen at the time the bum was at its 
greatest height, otherwise it is conjectured the greater part of the 
town would have been swept away. — Blyth Mon. Gleaner, 

1818 (July 22) .-On the morning, Edward, son of Mr. Beckinton, of 
the Ousebum, near Newcastle, was unfortunately drowned while bath- 
ing in the bum at Temple Vale. In attempting to swim, he got out of 
his depth ; after coming up the second time, he called out to his 
brothers, and they immediately gave the alarm to five men working 
about thirty yards distant, but they inhumanly disregarded them. — 
Ihid. 

July 28. — ^A new burial-ground which had been added to the church- 
yard at Sunderland, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Oxford. 
— Local Papers. 

July 28. — Died, at the pin-manufactory, Durham, Mrs. Cath- 
erine Richardby, aged 102 years. — Ihid, 

July 30. — The additional cemetery adjoining St. Andrew's church- 
yard, in Newcastle, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Oxford, 
amidst an immense concourse of spectators. — Ibid. 

July 30. — His imperial highness the grand duke Michael, brother 
to the emperor of Russia, accompanied by his suite, arrived at the 
Bridge inn, Sunderland. They were soon after waited" upon by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, whom they accompanied to the rectory, where they 
took refreshment. They afterwards inspected the iron bridge, patent 
ropery, barracks, exchange, &c., and took an excursion up the river 
Wear in a boat. During the time of the grand duke's visit at Sunder- 
land, a guard of honour was placed at his door. Next morning, his 
imperial highness and suite left Sunderland for Newcastle. They 
soon after paid a visit to the Royal Jubilee school, where they were 
received by the committee and the master, — the boys, who had broken 
up for the harvest holidays the day before, having been expressly as- 
sembled. After staying here a short while, the party paid a visit to 
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the low glass-houses and Heaton colliery. Next morning they left 
Newcastle for Alnwick castle, where they were engaged to dine with the 
duke of Northumberland. On their arrival, his highness was reodived 
on the steps of the principal entrance by their graces the duke and 
duchess of Northumberland, and immediately upon his alighting, the 
band struck up " God save the King," and a salute of 21 guns was 
fired. — Local Bee, 

1818 (July). — A large painting (seventeen by seven feet), by Tin- 
toretto, of our Saviour washing the apostles^ feet, presented to St. 
Nicholas' church, Newcastle, by Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., was placed 
at his expense above the altar-table, the church having undergone a 
thorough repair and cleaning. — Local Papers. 

August. — M. Cottu, the French judge who tried sir Robert Wil- 
son, and Messrs. Bruce and Hutchinson, for aiding the escape of 
Lavalette, attended on the northern circuit, being sent by the French 
government to observe and report the British mode of administering 
justice, particularly as regarded the rules of evidence and reception 
of proofs. The French judge appeared to be very attentive to the 
proceedings. — Ibid. 

August 1. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a piece of 
ground which was added to the cemetery of Berwick church. — Ibid. 

August 4. — The mayor and corporation of Newcastle, attended by 
the proper officers, waited upon the duke of Northumberland (whilst 
on a visit to Newcastle), and presented to him the freedom of that 
town, which they had previously voted to him. After the presenta- 
tion of the freedom, the bells of St. Nicholas' church struck up a merry 
peal, and a salute was fired from the guns on the castle. — Ibid. 

August 5. — ^An explosion of inflammable air took place in Wall's 
End colliery, by which four men lost their lives. This is Hie only 
explosion that has been known to have happened at the Davy lamp. 
It occurred as follows: — Two men and two boys were working in an 
explosive mixture. One of the men extinguished his Davy in trim- 
ming it, and sent one of the boys to the " stationary " light, in a safe 
part of the mine, to get it re-lighted. The boy returning with it in 
haste, fell when near to the man to whom he was carrying it, and 
falling with the lamp upon the comer of a cast-iron tram-plate, burst 
a hole in the wire gauze cylinder of the lamp, and the explosion in- 
stantly took place. The man survived a few hours, and told Mr 
Buddie the circumstance, who took up the Davy on the spot where 
the boy was killed, and found it in the state described. — Ibid. 

August 8, 9, 10. — The lord bishop of Oxford, as the representative 
of the late venerable prelate (Barrington) of the diocese, consecrated 
the three ne^ churches and cemeteries for the new parishes of Thor- 
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nejbum, Greystead, and Wark, whicli had been erected within the 
extensive parish and rectory of Simoiiburn, in Northumberland, 
which became, on the death of the rev. Dr. Scott, the former incum- 
bent, separated into aix distinct rectories and pariehea, viz. — Simon- 
bum, Wark, Bellingham, Thoi-neybum, Falstone, and G-reyatead. 
On the 11th, hia lordship also consecrated the new chapel and ceme- 
tery at Humshaugh, as a chapel of eaae and additional cemetery to 
the parish of Simonbum. The above new churches and chapel were 
built by the commiBsioners and governors of Greenwich hoapital, who 
are the patrons of Simonbum, and of the several above new rectories 
and parishes. After the conclusion of the consecration of Thomey- 
bum church and cemetry, his lordship prooaeded to Falstone, where 
he consecrated the ground for the additional cemetery to Falstone 
church-yard. — Local Papers. 

1818 (Aug. 15).— Died, at Durham, aged 82, Mr. A. Featonby. 
This person, who lived during the greater part of hia life in a state of 
abject penury, is said to have died worth ^20,000. He had not un- 
frequently accepted employment on the tumpike roads in the break- 
ing of stones, &c. ; and the coat which he wore up to the time of his 
death was ao patched, that scarcely a particle of the cloth of which it 
was originally composed, could be discovered amongst the " shreds and 
patches" which it exhibited. — Mon. Mag. 

September 24. — About four o'clock in the afternoon, an alarming 
fire broke out in Hexham abbey, the seat of T. W, Beaumont, esq., 
M.P. for Northumberland. The building was in the form of a quad- 
rangle, the whole of the south and west sides of which, and part also 
of the north side, were entirely consumed. About seven o'clock, the 
roofs fell in with a tremendous crash. About eight o'clock, an ex- 
press arrived in Newcastle, requesting the aasistance of the engines 



192 LOCAL historian's [a. d. 1818. 

belonging to the Newcastle fire-office, which were consequently dis- 
patched with the greatest expedition. The engines arrived at Hex- 
ham between one and two o'clock, when the ruins were still in flames, 
but a plentiful supply of water being at hand, the engines were im- 
mediately set to work, and soon succeeded in extinguishing them. 
The damage was said to be about «P10,000. There was little wind 
at the time, and it fortunately was from the south-east, to which pro- 
vidential circumstance was attributed the preservation of the venera- 
ble church, which is close adjoining the east side of the abbey. — Local 
Papers, 

1818 (Oct. 11). — As Joseph Madelen, a miner, employed in South 
Moor colliery, in the county of Durham, was hewing at a solid stratum 
of coal, about six feet in thickness, and thirteen fathoms from the 
surface of the earth, he found a frog enclosed in the solid mass, 
which, immediately on being liberated, began to exercise the functions 
of animal life. The recess in the coal in which it was found, was 
exactly fitted to its body, and had apparently no communication 
whatever with the surface of the block. The animal was exactly the 
colour of the coal, but on being put into a vessel of water, its sooty 
covering disappeared, and it appeared speckled like the rest of its 
species. — Ihid. 

October 30. — The workmen of Collingwood Main colliery, in cut- 
ting through part of the lands at Chirton, near North Shields, for 
a water level, came to the remains of a human body, enclosed in flag- 
stones set upon their edges, about four feet below the surface, and 
covered over by others of a similar description. Only a skull and two 
or three mutilated bones were found, which, on being exposed to the 
air, crumbled into dust; the bottom of the enclosure contained 
nothing^else, except some white sand. — Ihid, 

This month, died at Hatherwick, in Northumberland, Mrs. Potts, 
in the 104th year of her age. — Ihid. 

November 3. — His imperial highness the archduke Maximilian, 
cousin to the emperor of Russia, with his suite, on their tour to the 
north, honoured North Shields and Tynemouth with their presence. 
Accompanied by Nicholas Fairless, esq., and other gentlemen, he 
visited the ancient priory and fortifications of Tynemouth, the North 
Shields subscription library, and the various manufactories, and ex- 
pressed himself highly gratified, particularly with Mr. Flinn's im- 
proved harpoon guns, whale lances, and other instruments used in the 
Greenland fishery. The same evening his imperial highness and 
suite arrived at the Queen's head inn, Newcastle, and on the following 
day visited several of the collieries on the north side of the Tyne, below 
the bridge, attended by William Clark, esq., of Benton, and captain 
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Morgan. They also examined St. Nicholas^ church, and other objects 
of curiosity in that town. On the 5th, they left Newcastle for Aln- 
wick castle, on their way to Scotland. — Local Papers. 

1818 (Nov. 10).— On the morning, John and Lancelot Younghus- 
band, brothers, and very respectable farmers at Heckley Grange, near 
Alnwick, the one about 70 years of age and the other 60, left their 
house between the hours of nine and ten o'clock ; when one of them 
went to give instructions to a boy ploughing in the field, the other 
brother approached, and asked, " Are you ready !^ Being answered 
in the affirmative, they left the field together. Their long absence 
from home created alarm, and servants were sent to search for them, 
when they were discovered within a few yards of each other, each 
having his throat cut, and a razor near his body. A watch was also 
found beside one of them, from which it was inferred that they had 
resolved to die at the same moment. A jury held an inquest, and 
after several adjournments, returned a verdict of Felo de ae. The 
farming stock and utensils were then valued, and the bodies were 
buried at midnight, in cross roads near the church. This not being 
considered a sufficient compliance with the terms of the statute, an 
order was given by the magistrates to the churchwardens, that the 
sentence of the law should be carried strictly into execution. The 
bodies were accordingly taken up, and buried again, amidst a great 
concourse of people, in a highway near Hinding-lane, not far from 
the spot where they committed the fatal act. — Ihid. 

November 16. — A numerous and respectable meeting of the inhab- 
itants of Bishopwearmouth and Sunderland, and their vicinities, was 
holden at the Exchange Buildings, Sunderland, (the rev. Dr. Gray 
in the chair) to consider the expediency of establishing an infirmary 
at Sunderland. January 10th, 1822, the foundation stone was laid 
by the right honourable lord Stewart, now marquis of Londonderry. 
— Ibid. 

November 28. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, in his 46th year, 
George Wilson Meadley, esq. Mr. Meadley wrote "Memoirs of 
Dr. Paley,'' 8vo. ; he was also the author of " Memoirs of Algernon 
Sydney,'^ 8vo. &c. &c. His remains were followed to the grave by 
the president of the Sunderland library (of which he was one of the 
founders), and a very large party of the subscribers and other gentle- 
men. — Ibid. 

November. — ^Died, at Monekton, in the county of Durham, Eliza- 
beth C!larke, aged 103 years. — Ibid, 

This month, the entire skeleton of a woman was found in a bog, 
which was draining, on a farm in the parish of Monk Hesledon, near 
Castle Eden. The brain was in a considerable state of preservation. 

VOL. III. 2 c 
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The skeleton was much bent in the middle, as if thrust by force into 
the bog. No appearance of clothes remained. — Surtees, 

1818 (Dec. 2). — Being the day appointed for the funeral of her 
maj^ty, Queen Charlotte, was observed in Newcastle with every 
mark of mourning and respect. All business was suspended, the 
shops being universally shut. The flag of the castle was hoisted half 
staff high, and the flags of all the ships in the river were displayed 
half mast high. Slow muffled peals were rung upon the bells of the 
several churches, at different times during the day, and the great bell 
of St. Nicholas tolled very slowly from one till two o'clock. At 
sunset, minutes guns were fired from the guns on the castle for the 
space of one hour, each gun being followed by a solemn toll of the 
bell of St. Nicholas. The usual service was performed in the churches 
on the morning. Her majesty died November 17th, at Kew palace, 
in the 75th year of her age. — Local Papers. 

This year, Brancepath castle, in the county of Durham, was res- 
tored by its proprietor, Matthew Bussell, esq. to its ancient extent 
and magnificence, under the able direction of Mr, John Patterson, 
of Edinburgh, and a new tower was added to the castle : the towers 
now are — ^the Constable's, the Essex, the Bussell (new from the 
foundation), the Nevill, Bulmer, and St. Brandon ; and this noble 
castle now combines the massy grandeur of the feudal baron, with the 
splendour and luxury of modem refin^nent. In repairing the ceiling 
of the present drawing-room, a groined roof was exposed to view, of 
singular beauty. The groining was covered with the inscription 
" mais droyUr and the interstices were abundantly charged with the 
armorial ensigns of the order of the Garter, with faint traces of the 
motto; and also the "Nevill cross,'' encircled with a garter, but 
vdthout any inscription. — Sharp* 8 Memorials of the Behdlion. 

1819 (Jan. 10). — Died, at Throckley, in Northumberland, Mr. 
Alder Penman, aged upwards of 100 years. — Local Papers. 

February 7. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, in Newcastle, Mar- 
garet Purvis, in her 100th year. She was the mother of the famous 
musician, William Purvis, better known by the name of BUnd WUUe^ 
— Ihid. 

February 12. — ^Died, at Hawkhill, Northumberland, David Wat- 
son, aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

February 15. — Died, at Longhorsley, Northumberland, Mrs. Mary 
White, aged 102 years. — lUd. 

February 28. — Died, at Lumley, near Chester-le-street, Eleanor 
Turner, aged 100 years. — Ihid. 

March 22. — Jonathan Biaine, esq., arrived in the city of Durham, 
and opened his commission for holding a general gaol delivery in the 
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four northern counties. March 27th, ho arrived in Newcastle, and 
opened his commission in the town and county courts. These were 
the first spring assizes held north of York, — Local Papers. 

1819 (April 12). — Joseph Atcheson, aged 67, was executed in front 
of the new county courts at Durham, for a rape on the body of Isabella 
Bamshaw, a child under ten years of age. From the time of his con- 
demnation to the period of his execution, he was very penitent, and 
often expressed a hope that his untimely end might be a warning to 
others, and deter them from the commission of such a crime as an 
ignorant course of life had led him to. — Ihid, 

April 14. — The execution of Joseph Charlton, aged* 24 years, for 
an unnatural crime, took place at Morpeth. He was conducted from 
the gaol to the place of execution in a chaise, when he ascended the 
platform with great firmness, but very penitent, and after spending 
some minutes in prayer, he was launched into eternity. After his 
body had hung the usual time, it was cut down and delivered to his 
friends. On the arrival of the hearse v^th the body at Earsdon, four 
miles from Tynemouth, it was met by near 1,000 people, and by the 
time of its arrival at Tynemouth priory, the concourse had increased 
to upwards of 2,000, yet great order was preserved. It was half-past 
eight o^clock at night when the procession reached the grave, in which 
it was deposited, with decent solemnity, by candle light. — Ihid, 

April 15. — ^An elegant masked ball and supper took place at the 
assembly rooms, in Newcastle. From the preparations made by the 
conunittee, the entertainment was supposed never to have been sur- 
passed in any provincial town. The costumes were superb, and the 
characters were supported with great judgement and spirit.— iJirf. 

April 17. — ^Several of the Hartlepool fishing cobles were overtaken 
when at sea, by a violent gale which blew from the E. S. E. and it 
was with the greatest difficulty they succeeded in ultimately reaching 
the shore, after many of them had been several times filled vdth water 
by the heavy seas which broke over them. On the first discovery qf 
the alarming situation of the cobles, the life-boat was launched with 
the most praiseworthy alacrity, and immediately proceeded to their 
assistance. Her approach gave fresh energy to the fishermen, who 
no\v redoubled their exertions, and most of them regained the shore 
without her aid : but one coble, in which were three very young men 
(Michael and Richard Ooulson, and John Shepherd) was left at a 
considerable distance, and the weather being thick, and the approach 
to the harbour dangerous, they considered their fate inevitable ; they 
were, however, fortunately discovered by the crow of the life-boat, and 
rescued from their perilous situation. Another coble containing three 
young men (Robert and William Pounder, and James Harrison) was 
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Upset, the boat sunk, and the crew supported themselveB in the water, 
by clin^Dg to the loose mast, till another coble came to their afisist- 
ance, when, by the active and praiseworthy exertions of Joshua 
Hastings, a powerful and clerer seaman, they were taken on board his 
coble, and brought safe to land. On the Sunday following, the fish- 
ermen, with nearly the whole of their families and relatives, attended 
divine service at Hartlepool cburob, and offbred up public thanks to 
the Almighty for their unexpected preservation. — GmCa. Mag. 



1819 {April 24), — Died, at bis house, at Chimney-mills, on the 
Leazes, near Newcastle, Mr. John Mitchell, editor and printer of the 
Tyne Mercury-, aged 47 years. April 27th, his remiuns were interred at 
the foot of the garden of his residence. The procession was conducted 
in the usual manner, and a numerous assemblage of friends attended 
the body to the grave. The funeral servioe was read in a most im- 
pressive manner, from the reformed liturgy of Dr. Lindsey, by the 
rev. William Turner, of Hanover-square chapel, who also delivered 
an address suited to the occasion. — Local Papers. 

April 27. — The foundation atone of a bridge over the river Wear, 
near Lambton-hall, built by J. G. Lamhton, esq., M. P. (late lord 
Durham), was Uud on the south side of the river. It was completed 
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September 27th the same year. The bridge, a simple elegant design 
by Bonomi, consists of a single arch, of which the span is eighty-two 
feet six inches. — Local Papers. 

1819 (May 25).-Died, at Nesham, near Darlington, Frances Water, 
a pauper, in her 101st year. — lUd. 

May 29.— Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Elizabeth Grey, aged 104 
years. — Ibid. 

June 4. — Died, John Bailey, esq., of Ghillingham, Northumberland, 
a^ed 68 years. He was the son of Mr. William Bailey, of Blades 
Field, near Bowes, in the county of York. Mr. Bailey shewed a 
taste for drawing very early in life, and was patronized and assisted 
in his pursuits, both in drawing and in mathematical studies by the 
late George Dixon, of Gockfield, who was his uncle by marriage. He 
was employed when a young man by Mr. Dixon as tutor to his child- 
ren, during which time he employed himself in his leisure hours in 
drawing and engraving many pieces which bear his name. He never 
followed engraving as a sole occupation. Mr. Dixon was a very in- 
genious man — ^a good mathematician, a mineralogist, a painter, an 
engraver, a great experimentalist in chemistry, hydraulics, and pneu- 
matics, and also an excellent land-surveyor, and most beautiful plan- 
ner. No doubt Mr. Bailey profitted largely in his scientific knowledge 
by living under the roof of his relation. Mr. Bailey, after attending 
to the education of his cousins, practiced land-surveying, and for a 
short time was mathematical teacher under the rev. John Farrer, at 
Witton-le- Wear. He there married the daughter of Nicholas Green- 
well, esq. and shortly afterwards became lord Tankerville^s land-agent 
at Ghillingham, which he continued to the time of his death. He 
at the same time did a great deal of business as a general land agent 
and surveyor, and few men have greater claims to the gratitude of 
posterity for the many lasting improvements in rural economy planned 
and executed by him. Mr. Bailey engraved several of the plates of 
Hutchinson^s topographical works ; he was also the author of an 
'* Essay on the Gonstruction of the Plough,^' 8vo., and joint writer 
with Mr. Gulley of the Northumberland Report, drawn up for the 
Board of Agriculture. — Local Bee. 

June 7. — ^A very melancholy accident, from the careless handling 
of fire-arms, occurred at Fulwell, near Sunderland — Mr. Gregson, and 
Mr. Masterman, of Monkwearmouth, with two of Mr. Gregson^s sons, 
were in a garden at Fulwell, Mr. Gregson having a double barrelled 
gun with him. One of the barrels had a few minutes before been 
fired off, and he was ignorant of the other being loaded. The boys 
were playing amongst the gooseberry bushes, and Mr. Masterman 
jocularly threatened to shoot them if they did not behave. Mr. 
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Gregson gave Mr. Masterman hold of the gun, when dreadful to 
relate, it w^it ofiP, and shot one of Mr. Gregson^s sons, aged, 8 years, 
dead upon the spot ! an inquest was holden on Tuesday by John Stob- 
art, esq., coroner, and after a most attentive and patient investigation 
the jury returned a verdict of accidental death. — Bfyth Men. Gleaner. 

1819 (June 7). — ^Died, at AUenheads, Northumberland, Mr. Peter 
Green, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

June.— This month, as the sexton waa digging a grave m the 
bmrial gromid withm Tynemouth casUe, his spade struck against a 
stone coflBn, which, on being examined, was found to contain a perfect 
skeleton, the bones of which w^e covered with leather, curiously cut 
and ornamented. On looking further, another coffin of the same 
description was found, which also contained a skeleton, but without 
the head. The bones of this latter were defended and adorned with 
leather in the same manner as the other. (The leather was sewed 
tight round the bones, and it was therefore evident that the bodies 
had been anatomised before interment.— iSie^. 

July 18. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Ferguson, widow, 
aged 105 years. — Ibid. 

July 19. — ^A terrible accident occurred at Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Gateshead. After the hewers had left work, an explosion of fire- 
damp took place, which unfortunately proved fatal to two men and 
thirty-three boys who happened to be in that part of the mine. This 
event occurred only half-an-hour before the pit was to have finished 
its day^s work, otherwise the loss would, in all probability, have been 
more ^rt^asive. Upwards of twenty men and boys were in other 
parts of the mine when the accident happened ; but fortunately es- 
4)aped, a few only being slightly injured by the concussion and after- 
xlamp. — Ibid. 

August 14. — ^About five o'clock in the afternoon, his royal highness 
prince Leopold, accompanied by baron Hardenbroke, sir Eobert 
Gardiner, and Dr. Stockmar, arrived at the Queens's Head inn, in 
Newcastle. A ccmsiderable concourse of people assembled in front of 
the inn, and his highness repeatedly gratified their curiosity by ex- 
hibiting himself at the windows. In the course of the evening he 
visited the Northumberland glass-house, and saw the process of glass- 
making ; he also visited the Assembly rooms, with which he expressed 
himself much gratified. On the following morning (Sunday), his 
royal highness went to the house of William Loraine, esq., near St. 
Nicholas^ church, where he condescendingly shewed himself at one of 
the windows to an immense number of persons assembled in front of 
ihe house. It being asoze Sunday, as soon as the procession ci the 
judges and corporate body had passed, and they had taken thoir seats 
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in the church, his highness, accompanied by sir William Scott, (after- 
wards lord Stowell, who was then on a visit to his relaticm, Joseph 
Forster, esq., mayor), and followed by his suite, proceeded to St. 
Nicholas^ church, which he entered just brfore service commenced, and 
was conducted by sir William Scott to the corporation seat. The church 
was crowded to excess, in expectation of his attendance ; and as he 
passed along the aisle, both in going and coming out of church, he 
repeatedly bowed to the company on each side. After service his 
royal highness proceeded to view the Ghiild'-hall, from whence he went 
to the Mansion-house, and on his way was saluted by the guns on the 
castle. On his arrival at the Mansion-house, he was received in form 
by the corporate body in their robes, and conducted into the interior, 
where his highness partook of a collation. His highness soon after 
returned to the Queen^s Head inn, and about half-past two o^clock 
left Newcastle for Alnwick castle to dine with his grace the duke of 
Northumberland. His royal highness arrived at Berwick, on Monday 
evening, about seven o'*clock ; his approach to that town was announ- 
ced by a royal salute from the cannon on the fortifications, and his 
entrance greeted by the ringing of bells. During his short stay in 
Berwick, he was waited upon by the mayor and magistrates, when the 
former presented him with the freedom of the borough. His royal 
highness seemed much pleased with his reception. — Local Papers. 
1819 (Aug. 16). — John King, for the wilful murder of James Ham- 
ilton, in the cabin of Newbottle colliery staith, during the night of 
Sunday, the 1 6th of the preceding May, was executed pursuant to 
his sentence, at the new drop, in front of the courts, in the city of 
Durham. — Ibid, 

September. — In digging to make gas tanks, at the Low Lights, near 
North Shields, in a place called the Salt Marsh, in Pow Dean, at the 
depth of twelve feet six inches from the surface, the workmen came 
to a framing of large oak beams, black as ebony, pinned together with 
wooden pins or tree-nails ; the whole resembling a wharf or pier, 
whither ships drawing nine or ten feet water had come. Muscle- 
shells lay under an artificial spread or coating of fine clay, as in the 
bed of a river. Large oak beams were also found, hoUowed out as 
if to convey water. Few stones were met with, only sandy black 
mud, twelve or thirteen feet deep, and one freestone, squared out 
in the middle to hold the foot of a wooden pillar ; hammer marks 
were visible in the sides of the square hole. This has probably been 
part of the erections by the prior of Tynemouth, who at his own cost 
was obliged to remove, destroy or abolish the use of such, wharfs, 
markets, buildings, &c., as he had formed at North Shields. The 
mouth of this bum must have been a secure estuary guarded from 
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the sea by a peninsnla of clay and aandy land, now called Priors 
Point, whereon Chflbrd's Fort was erected in 1672, A prior fort 
occupied the eame or nearly the same site. On the side oF the 
peninsula above referred to, next to the estuary, salt pans were 
working in the time of the Priory, at Tynemouth ; probably as early 
as the year 800, and so to the diBsoIution in 1539 ; and according to 
local history and other records, the Pow Pans were making salt in the 
reign of queen Elizabeth. These or the adjacent pans, were, accord- 
ing to Thoresby, engaged in the manufacture of salt in the latter part 
of the seventeenth century. In 1634, the corporation of the Trinity 
house, Newcastle, bou^t land near Tolland^ Delaval'e, and Selby's 
pans, to erect their Low Light upon. — Gmfa Mag., S^c. 



PtliT OF CLlFjiollD's Fort (IMS). 



CHAPTER IX. 



E first etone of a Presbyterian chapel 
raa laid on tho 7tfa of September, 1819, 
t Thirston, near Felton, Northumber- 
uid, by Alexander Davison, esq., of 
iwarland, on a piece of ground gener- 
usly granted by that gentleman, who 
Iso subscribed £4iQ. to aid in the erec- 
ioti of tho said chapel. On this occa- 
ion, the rev. George Atkin, of Morpeth, 
^rayed, and an address was delivered by 
the rev. Alexander Hoy. — Local Papers. 

September 23. — On the morning, a fire broke out in the dwelling- 
house of Mr. Young, of Westoe, near South Shields, which in a short 
time destroyed the whole fabric. — Ibid. 

September 24. — A most flagrant outrage was committed at Stock- 
ton bridge. It had been generally expected that the tolls of the 
bridge would have ceased in the month of August, but from some 
expences not calculated upon, it was found necessary, by the trustees, 
to continue the tolls a short time longer. But tho populace took the 
law into Uieir own hands, and completely demolished the gates ; two 
of them were thrown over the bridge into the river ; the other was 
borne in triumph around the town, and afterwards burnt in the 
market-place amidst great acclamations. Some of the ring-leaders 
were taken, tried, and punished. The bridge was opened free of toll 
the following year. — Brewster'i StocHon. 

September 2S. — Mr. William Sadler, the celebrated Eeronaut, 
accompanied by another gentleman, ascended in a balloon at Liver- 
pool, at a quarter past two, P. M. The wind blowing from the S. W., 
the balloon took a N. E. direction. They paased over the Wolds in 
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Yorkshire, and had a distant view of the Humber. They descended 
near Norton, about two miles from Stockton, in the county of Dur- 
ham, at five minutes past five, having gone 120 miles in two hours 
and fifty minutes. — Newc. Cour. 

1819 (Oct. 9). — A dreadful accident happened from the explosion 
of inflammable gas, in the George pit, near Lumley. The gas ignited 
at the candle of a hewer named Gee, who had worked into a board, 
where, owing, it was supposed, to a fall of the roof, a quantity of gas 
had accumulated from a blower. By this accident eleven men and 
boys were killed on the spot. Gee and another boy died on the 
foUowing day of the injury they sustained, and many others were 
severely hurt. — Local Pupers, 

October 11. — ^A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, and 
neighbourhood, to deliberate on the proceedings at Manchester, was 
held on the town-moor, near Newcastle, and was most numerously 
attended. In the early part of the forenoon, the reform societies of 
Benwell and Fawdon arrived in town, and proceeded to join the New- 
castle society assembling in the Castle garth. At half past eleven, 
the reform societies of Winlaton, Gttteshead, North and South Shields, 
Sunderland, and the eastern part of the Newcastle district, passed 
through the town. When this immensely long line arrived at the 
head of Northumberland-street, it halted until the party which had 
assembled in the Gastle-garth, and which did not leave its station 
till twelve o'*clock, passed by it, and took its place at the head of the 
procession, which then moved to the moor ; the parade-ground, on 
which it had at first been intended to hold the meeting, not being 
sufficiently capacious to hold the prodigious numbers that attended. 
The whole was preceded by the hustings, which consisted of a covered 
platform raised upon the frame and wheels of a waggon, and drawn 
by three horses, decorated with red ribbons ; the hustings were hung 
round with black cloth, and on the £ront were inscribed the words, 
in black letters on a white ground, " truth ! order ! justice !'' 
Several of the reform societies which formed the procession, were pre- 
ceded by a person bearing a Roman fdsces^ meaiit to signify union 
and strength, and by a band of music which played at intervals '^ Bule 
Britannia,'" " Scots wha hae wi' Wallace bled," &c. Next the band 
walked the committee, each member of which was distinguished by a 
white rod, at the top of which was a small knot of crape tied with 
white; after these came the classes into which the societies were 
divided ; each being headed by a class leader, bearing at the end 
of a short black rod a small painted board, on which the number of 
the class and the initial letter of the society were painted. Each 
society was also attended with several flags, and at the head of the 



A. D. 1819.] TABLE BOOK. 203 

whole was borne an union jack^ hoisted half staff high, in token of 
mourning ; many of the committees wore white hats with black hat- 
bands, and many were in black. The classes walked four abreast, 
holding each others' hands. The Shields reformers were accompanied 
by about three hundred sailors. Several parties of female reformers 
were seen in the procession. On the most moderate computation, 
there could not be fewer than twenty or thirty thousand in rank, 
while some were of opinion the number was much greater. It was, 
however, afterwards ascertained by actual admeasurement, that the 
space occupied by the compact body of the meeting would hold seven- 
ty-six thousand persons, at the rate of four to a square yard; but 
when the thousands of scattered spectators are included, and the 
close manner in which the great body stood, the whole may be safely 
stated at one hundred thousand. The announcement of this meeting 
(by hand bill), excited a great deal of attention and curiosity, and 
many idle reports of meditated tumult were in previous circulation, 
but the result proved what little cause there was for apprehension, 
for never was there a meeting conducted with greater order and 
decorum, or one which passed off more peaceably. — Local Papers, 
1819 (Oct. 14) .-A serious disturbance took place at North Shields. 
The mayor of Newcastle, (Archibald Reed, esq.) had proceeded 
down the river with the civil power, aided by the boats of his majes- 
ty's ships, with a view of opening the navigation of the river, (which 
had been interrupted for some time by the riotous proceedings of the 
keelmen), and had gone on shore at North Shields. After the mayor, 
and the other gentlemen who accompanied him, had retired to the 
Northumberland Arms inn, the mob made an attack^ with paving- 
stones and other missiles, upon the Speedwell steam-packet, by which 
several of the peace officers and the coxswain of the packet, were 
severely hurt ; the marines then fired in protection of themselves and 
those in the steam-boat, when, unfortunately, one man, named Joseph 
Claxton, was shot upon the New Quay ; this so exasperated the mob, 
that they turned their fury upon the inn, with threats of vengeance 
against the mayor, and exclaiming that they would have blood for 
blood. By the application of some iron pipes, they soon demolished 
the doors and windows of the inn, and liberated a man who had been 
taken into custody, when in the act of throwing stones. By the 
spirited exertions of Mr. Donkin, the high constable of the district, 
who fortunately arrived at the door in a chaise at the very time, they 
were held some time in check, and time was thus afforded Mr. Mayor 
and the gentlemen to escape by the back part of the inn. From the 
fury with which they were actuated, there was too much reason to 
fear that they would have carried their threats into execution ; and 
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so eager were they to attain their object, that the; searched every 
part of the house. Their design was, however, rroBtrated. They also 
sought to wreak their vengeance ou the officers in the steam-boat, but 
these had fortunately escaped over in boats to the south ude of the 
river. The mob continued in the streets in the most tumultuous state 
till a late hour, but the arrival of a party of the 6th dragoon guards 
from the barracks at Newcastle, somewhat quieted the fears of the 
inhabitants. The town continued agitated for several days. The 
jury, after having sat five days on the body of the unfortunate man, 
returned a verdict ofjusti^ile homicide. — Local Papers. 

1819 (Nov. 2).— Died, at Tynemouth, Mr. BobeH Mills, aged 101 
years. — Ibid. 

November 5. — Died, at Throokley, Mr. John White, aged 105 
years. — Ibid. 

December 1. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Stephenson, 
butcher, aged 102 years. — Ibid. 

December 9. — Died, at his house in the Pudding-chare, Newcastle, 
George Gray, an eniinent fruit-painter, in the 61st year of his age. 
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Mr. Gray, who was of very eccentric habits, was well skilled in ehern* 
istry and botany. His fruit pieces, when offered for sale, generally 
bring good prices. He was the son of Mr. Gilbert Gray, whose 
death is recorded at page 364, vol. ii. The annexed portrait of Mr. 
George Gray is engraved from a painting by Mr. H. P. Parker. — 
Local Bee, S^e. 

1819 (Dec. 12). Died, in Pipewellgate, Gateshead, Mr. John 

Anderson, aged 103 years. — Local Papers, 

December 22. — Died, at Smiderland, Mrs. Catherine Clark, aged 
107 years. — lUd. 

December 26. — Mr. Joseph Price, of Gateshead, glass-manufac* 
tm*er, presented to the inhabitants of that parish, a valuable and 
elegant window of stained glass, for the south transept of St. Mary'*s 
church ; in the centre is a representation of the annunciation of the 
virgin, to whom the church is dedicated, below which is a reference to 
St. Luke, chap. i. verses 28 and 38, and the following inscription : — 
" Presented to the inhabitants of St. Mary, Gateshead, by Joseph 
Price, 181 9.^' On each side of this the principal compartment, are 
also arched divisions of coloured glass, into which are introduced the 
arms of the borough of Gateshead. On a line crossing the window, 
and dividing the above from the lower compartments, which are com- 
posed of variegated stained glass, are twelve coats of arms in the 
following order, viz.:— of the then rector (rev. John CoUinson) ; of the 
rev. Henry Phillpotts (now bishop of Exeter), and Dr. Pressor, late 
rectors ; of Adam Askew, esq. ; Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P.; the 
bishop of Durham (Barrington) ; the earls of Darlington and Strath- 
more; sir Thomas Liddell, bart. (now lord Ravensworth) ; sir 
Thomas Clavering, bart.; John George Lambton, esq., M. P. (late 
lord Durham) ; and sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., M. P. The 
brilliancy of the colouring, and the good arrangement of the drapery 
reflect great credit on the manufactory of the donor. At a meeting 
of the inhabitants, held in the vestry on the above day, (the rev. 
John Collinson, rector, in the chair) the thanks of the parish was 
unanimously voted to Mr. Price, for bis very liberal donation. — Ibid, 

December 26. — Died, at Chilton, Durham, Robert Roan, labourer, 
aged 105 years. — Ibid, 

This month the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer corps 
of cavalry was formed, under the command of Charles John Brand- 
ling, esq., of Gt)sforth House ; and a troop of dismounted yoemanry, 
to be joined to, and to act with the cavalry, was raised in Newcastle. 
— Ibid, 

The matrix of a brass seal was found in the church-yard of Long- 
Newton, in the county of Durham : — " Sigillum Wilelmi De Broc ; " 
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and on the inner circle, " G. I. K. E. Nomrn I. Abet," The device, 
a holy lamb and a cross. William De Broe appears as a witness to 
charters about the year 1300. — Local Bee. 

1819. — South Gosforth chapel, near Newcastle, which was rebuilt 
about the year 1798, was considerably enlarged, — Ibid. 

New Court Baptist chapel, Weatgate street, Newcastle, waa built 
this year. — Local Papers. 



The Typographical Society of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, which owes its 
ori^ to the refined literary taste of the late John Trotter Brockett, 
was instituted this year, Mr. Brockett duly appreciating the many 
beautiful specimens of typography executed in that town, edited " A 
Short View of the Biaigne of Henry the Third, King of England ; 
presented to King James, 1627," and had it printed on the same 
description of paper that had been used in the splendid edition of 
Dngdale's Monasticon. and in the best style of the prces of the late 
Mrs. Hodgson. He likewise printed, in a corresponding stylo, some 
other works, as also did Mr. William Garret, which being very 
favourably received, led to the publication, in 1818, of Mr. Broeketfs 
" Hints on the Propriety of Establishing a Typographical Society in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne." The circulation of those hints resulted in 
the formation of the Society, the publications of which are on a 
variety of subjects ; they are not uniformly reprints, but occasionally 
original compOMtions of individual members. They have been divided, 
to use the language of one of the members, into Canonical and Dmtero- 
Canonical publications. The Canonical are from the Hodgson press, 
the Deutero-canonical, are the productions of other prcssca of the 
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town. The canonists are Mr. Adamson, Mr. Brockett, Mr. John 
Fenwick, Mr. G. T. Fox, Mr. W. Garret, Mr. Thos. Hodgson, 
John Murray, M. D., Mr. Rob. Roxby, The rev. H. Salvin, sir. 
Cuthbert Sharp, Mr. John Straker, Mr. John Sykes, Mr. W. G. 
Thompson, Mr. John Turner, and Mr. Rob. White. The Deutero- 
canonists are Mr. G. N. Clark, Mr. John Fenwick, Mr. William 
Garret, Mr. W. A. Mitchell, Mr. John Straker, Mr. John Sykes, 
and Mr. W. G. Thompson. The publications are generally for 
private distribution only ; but occasionally some of them are offered 
for sale, and they are distinguished by the vignette of the member 
publishing, that at the head of this article was the vignette used by 
Mr. Brockett. They are very favourably noticed in Martyn'^s Cata- 
logue of Privately Printed Works. Those by Mr. Adamson and 
Mr. Hodgson, are most beautiful specimens of the Typographic art, 
and reflect the highest credit on our local press. We shoidd have 
added a catalogue, but we understand that a member of the society 
is engaged on an enlarged account of its publications. — J. FenmcJc's 
MS. 

1820 (Jan. 1). — The first number of a newspaper entitled "The 
Durham Chronicle, or General Northern Advertiser," was published 
in the city of Durham, by Mr. John Ambrose Williams. It is at 
present published by Mr. John Hardinge Veitch. — Local Bee. 

January 3. — Died, at WalFs End, Mrs. Kenlish, aged 106 years. 
She retained all her faculties till within a few days of her death. — 
Local Papers. 

January 6. — About eight o^clock in the evening, a dreadful explo- 
sion of gas, by which several persons were seriously injured and an 
infant killed, took place in Forth-street, Newcastle. During the 
greater part of that day, the family of Mr. Benjamin Slater, in front 
of whose house, in that street, one of the main gas pipes passed, but 
without having any communication with the house, had been greatly 
annoyed with the smell of gas, which was escaping from the pipe into 
the house. Information of this circumstance was comnmnicated to 
the proper persons, at the gas-works, who promised to remedy the 
inconvenience next day, not conceiving any immediate danger. In 
the evening, however, as Mrs. Slater was sitting in the parlour con- 
versing with a friend, she sent her daughter with a candle to the 
closet, when a most violent explosion of gas took place, by which the 
upper part of this house, and the whole of the back part of the one 
adjoining, were blown out and destroyed, and the houses otherwise 
much injured. Mrs. Slater's daughter was scorched most shockingly 
over all her body, and a young child was forced from Mrs. Slater's 
arms into the fire-place. Mrs. Slater was also much hurt. Mrs. 
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Fletcher, her friend, escaped unhurt. But more serious injury was 
sustained in the adjoining house, occupied by Mr. John Slater, who 
was that evening entertaining a party of friends. The part of the 
house where they were sitting was quite d^noUshed, and they were so 
crushed among the ruins, that it was some time before they were 
extricated. Mrs. John Slater had both her ancles put out. Mrs. 
Debnam had also both her ancles put out, and her arm broken ; and 
had the further misfortune of having her child, a baby of about five 
weeks old, which she was holding in her arms, unfortunately killed. 
Mr, Debnam also received some injury, as did Mr. John Slater, and 
some others. From the violence of the explosion, some tables and 
chairs were thrown across the street, and a window being blown quite 
out, was thrown to a great distance. Some persons passing were also 
hurt by the falling bricks, &;c. At the assizes held in Newcastle in 
August 1821, Mr. Debnam brought an action against the gas com- 
pany, and obtained cf 460 damages. — Local Bee, 

1820 (Jan. 12). — About half-past nine o'clock at night an alarming 
fire broke out in the house occupied by Mrs. Lynn, in New Oross- 
street, Sunderland. The flames burst out with great violence, and 
apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the neighbouring 
Z^ but b, t.h, sp«d, amvJ of the »pnej ».d the p J»worth? 
exertions of the inhabitants in supplying them with water, the fire 
wafi confined to the back part of the premises in which it commenced, 
and which it completely destroyed. It is melancholy to add, that 
Mrs. Lynn was herself unfortunately burnt to death. — Local Papers. 

February 3. — The accession of his majesty George the Fourth to 
tl» throne of these realms was proclaimed in Newcastle. About two 
o^clock in the afternoon, Archibald Beed, esq., mayor, several of the 
aldermen, and other members of the corporation, attended by the 
general of the district, sir Andrew Bernard, and other military officers, 
after having drunk the health of his majesty, in the Guildhall, appear- 
ed on the Sandhill in front of that building, and there, in the pres^ioe 
of an immense assemblage of people, after a flourish of trumpets, the 
proclamation was read by Mr. James Sopwith, town-marshal. The 
reading of it was received with cheers, and immediately after, a royal 
salute was fired from the guns on the castle. The procession then 
moved forward, preceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, 
mounted, playing " God save the King ; '' these were followed by a 
party of &ee-porters bearing halberds, the Serjeants at mace, town- 
marshal, &c., accompanied with a flag, on which was represented the 
arms of the town. Next came the sword and mace bearers, who 
were followed by the mayor, supported on his right by sir Andrew 
Bernard, and on bis left by another officer. His worship was follow- 
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ed by the recorder, aldermen, and sheriff^ together with many officers 
and several members of the common council and other gentlemen ; the 
whole was closed by two troops of the 6th dragoon guards. When 
the procession arrived oppo«te to St. ^ioholas' church it halted, and 
the proclamation was repeated. The procession again moved for- 
ward up the Middle street, to the White cross, and along Low Friar 
street, and Westgate street, to the castle, at both of which places the 
proclamation was agtun read. From the castle the procession return- 
ed by the head of the Side and Mosley street, to the Guildhall. 
During the day the bells of the churohes mug several peals. — Loeai 
Papers. 



BONDOATE TOWEH, ALNWICK. 

1820 (Feb. 6). — The king was proclaimed at Abiwick. The high 
sheriff, William Orde, of Nunnyldrk, esq., arrived a Uttle before one 
o''clock at the Swan inn, (where several gentlemen had assembled to 
attend him) and proceeded immediately to the Market-cross, preceded 
by a band of music, the under sheriff and baihfEs with white wands. 
He was accompanied by his grace the duke of Northumberland, and 
several of the magistrates and country gentlemen ; the staff of the 
county militia also attended. After the proclamation was read, during 
which the people were uncovered, the populace joined the gentry in 
cheering, and his majesty's health was drunk amidst shouts of ap- 
probation, while the band played " God save the King.'^ The duke 
of Northumberland bad ordered several barrels of ale and carts with 
bread and cheese, to be in the Market-place; the provisions and 
liquor were distributed to the people, while a double royal salute was 
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fired from the field-pieces at the castle, and the flag hoisted. The 
procession then returned to the Swan inn, and from thence accompa- 
nied his grace to his princely mansion, where a very handsome collation 
was served for such gentlemen as called. Upwards of two hundred 
of his grace's permanent workmen, and the children of their grace's 
schools, with the militia staff, being together above five hundred per- 
sons, had bread and cheese, and ale served out to them in the inner 
court of this ancient pile, where the duke and duchess set them the 
example of drinking his majesty's health, in which they all heartily 
joined. The high sheriff, as well as the duke, broke their glasses 
after drinking the king's health, accordmg to the good old custom on 
such occasions, to prevent their ever being used again on a less im- 
portant event. Proclamations were made at all the other towns in 
the district. — Local Papers. 

1820 (Feb. 16). — The day of interment of the remains of his most 
gracious majesty Greorge III. was observed in Newcastle with every 
mark of mourning and respect. At eight o'clock the flag on the 
castle was hoisted half-staff high, and continued so until the evening ; 
the flags of the several ships in the harbour were also displayed half- 
mast high ; the bells of the different churches were muffled, and rung 
mourning peals during the day. At the usual time on the morning 
there was service in the several churches and chapels, and appropriate 
sermons preached ; the churches were hung with black. The soldiers, 
composing the garrison, coni^sting of some troops of the 6th dragoon 
guards, and parties of royal artillery, and of the 33rd and 40th foot, 
marched through the town to St. Nicholas' church in slow and 
solemn step, the baad pbying a very mournful air; this hadamost 
impressive effect. The instruments of the band were hung with 
crape. The Newcastle lodge of free masons also attended divine 
service in St. Nicholas' church, but v^thout their insignia. The 
soldiers returned from church without music. From one o'clock 
till two, minute guns were fired from the castle, and between each 
gun the great bell of St. Nicholas gave a solemn toll. This was 
repeated between four and five o'clock in the evening. The shops 
were all shut during the day, and business generally susp^ided. The 
day was observed in a similarly mournful manner at all the neighbour- 
ing towns and many of the villages. George III. died January 29th, 
1820, in the 82nd year of his age, and his son Greorge IV. was pro- 
claimed in London on the 31st of January. — Ibid. 

March 11. — ^Died, at Salutation, near Darlington, Mr. Benjamin 
6amett, in his 105th year. He never experienced one day's illness, 
and walked about till a few hours before his death, and had the use 
of his faculties to the last. — lUd, 
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1820 (March 24). — This being the day appointed for the Northum- 
berland and Newcastle cavalry, commanded by lieutenant-colonel 
Brandling, to receive their colours, the corps, which was then on per- 
manent duty, preceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, march* 
ed to the town-moor, and being formed on three sides of a square, front- 
ing the grand stand, Mrs. Brandling, supported by Mrs. Bell and Mrs. 
Brown (Mrs. Dixon Dixon), in their joint names presented the stand- 
ards intended for the three squadrons, observing, ^'that when they 
requested the corps to allow them the high honour of presenting them 
with their standards, they felt the fullest conviction, that they entrust- 
ed them to those, who, in every situation, would defend them like 
Englishmen ;'' to which the colonel replied in a speech fraught with 
loyalty. The standards were then delivered to the troops, whose loud 
cheers, accompanied by a salute fired by the royal artillery, had a 
grand and impressive eflfect. — Local Papers. 

In the early part of this year, C. W. Bigge, esq., of Linden house, 
munificently contributed to the comfort, convenience, and elegance 
of Longhorsley church, by building a new vestry, repairing the chan- 
cel, and enlarging the arch between the church and chancel, which 
before was so contracted as literally to divide them into two separate 
apartments ; he also made an elegant altar-table and rails, from a part 
of an immense oak tree, dug out of a moss in his estate, where it must 
have lain for an unknown series of ages. — Hist. ofNofihd. 

April 28. — ^Died, at Langley, in Kent, her grace the duchess dow- 
ager of Northumberland, in her 67th year. May 10th, her grace's 
remains were interred in the same vault in St. Nicholas' chapel, in 
Westminster abbey, in which those of the late duke were deposited. 
There were upwards of one hundred private carriages in the pro- 
cession, besides mourning coaches. — Local Papers. 

April 28. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by which 
event two persons lost their lives. — Ibid. 

May 4. — Died, at Heathery Bum, near Hexham, Mrs. Margaret 
Lee, aged 107 years. — Ibid. 

May 6. — The first stone of a new chapel in the Wesleyan Metho- 
dist connection, was laid in Northumberland-street, Newcastle. The 
rev. Edmund Grindrod delivered a (^ort address to a respectable au- 
dience. He stat^, that the first stone of the contiguous chapel 
(Orphan house), for which this was intended as an enlarged substi- 
tute, was laid by the rev. John Wesley, on the 20th of December, 
1742, and that for many years past it had been much too small to ac- 
commodate the stated hearers. Friday, February 23rd, 1821, this 
degant chapel was first opened for divine worship, when eloquent and 
powerful sermons were preached by the rev. Messrs. Newton, Ather- 
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ton, and Wood, to crowded audiences. The register of births and 
baptisms 1555 entries, extend from 1788 to 1837. Very neat houses 
were soon after built on each side of the opening which leads from 
Northumberland-street to the chapel, and which is called Brunswick- 
place. — Local Papers. Bep. of Pari, Com,^ Sfc, 

1820 (May 17) .-A thunder storm passed over Newcastie ; a concus- 
sion took place directly over the centre of the town about one ©''clock, 
and instantly a mass of fire fell with a stunning report, as though a 
bomb had burst near the ear. The lightning struck the chimney of a 
house at the foot of the Side, which it scattered partly into the street 
and partly through the roof, providentially without injuring any per- 
son. The lightning also struck the spindle at the mast-head of a 
sloop, near White-hill point, on the river Tyne, shivered the mast 
from end to end, burnt one of the sails to tinder in an instant, and 
raised the deck from the beams four or five inches. A hole was 
made in the mast, as if an eighteen pounder had gone into it. — Ibid. 

May 26. — Died in All Saints^ poor-house, Newcastle, Thomas 
Matfin, aged 77 years. When a boy, and in St. John's charity 
school, he was supposed to have died, His school-fellows, according 
to the then custom, attended to sing at his funeral. On entering the 
church porch their voices reverberated so shrilly, as to arouse him 
from his lethergy, and he turned on his side to listen. The under- 
bearers, who were just setting the coffin upon the bier, felt the motion, 
and in a fright informed the clergyman, who ordered the lid to be 
unscrewed. On perceiving that life had returned, he was immediately 
taken home to his aunt's house in Low Friar-street, where he was 
wrapped in a blanket, and having drank a little of some invigorating 
cordial, was put to bed, and soon recovered. He afterwards became 
a keelman, and being in his old age, turned out of the keelmen'^s 
hospital for irregular conduct, he became an inmate of All Saint^s 
poor-house, where he died as above stated, and was interred at All 
Saints' church by the rev. Robert Green, on the 28th of May. — Local 
Bee. 

June 20. — Died, at Slaley, in Northumberland, Mrs. Mary Garr, 
aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

June 22. — The foundation of a new bridge at Chester-le- street was 
laid in the presence of a great number of the inhabitants. On taking 
down part of the old bridge, an old copper coin, supposed to be of 
James I., was found amongst the rubbish. February 22nd, 1821, 
this bridge was opened for public carriages, when the workmen were 
regaled on the bridge at the charge of earl Grey. The inscription of 
" Grey's Arch, November 17th, 1820," was cut on the stone over the 
arch, being the day his lordship was drawn through the town by the 
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inhabitants, ae he was returning irom London from the defence of 
her majesty queen Caroline. — Local Papers. 

1820 (June). — This month, the workmen di^ng in the streets at 
North Shields, to lay ga« pipes in a place called the Bull ring, came to 
a large flat square stone, in which, on being turned over, were found, 
greatlgr corroded, the iron bolt »id ring to which bulls had been made 
fast, when baited there in old times. The town was first lighted with 
gaa, on October 19th this yeaav-^iJtrf. 



E Low STREET, NORTH SHIELDS. 



July 8. — The bill for lighting, cleansing, and improving the town 
of Stockton-upon-Tees, received the royal assent. November 15th, 
1822, the town was first lighted with gas, on which occasion there 
was a public dinner, and the bells were rung during the lighting of 
tiie lamps. — Ihid. 

July 19. — The chain bridge across the river Tweed, near Paxton 
Ford, about ax. miles above Berwick, was opened to the pubho. 
Captain S. Brown, R. N., the inventor, in his tandem, first, followed 
by twelve double horse carts, laden with stones, and Mr. Molle, of 
Molle Mains, in his carriage, passed and returned along the bridge. 
The stability of the structure being tried, the right hon. the earl of 
Home, and the commissioners of the high roads, preceded by the 
bands of the Berwickshire and Northumberland militias, ph^ying 
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'^ God save the King,'^ then passed along it. The earl of Home and 
a numerous party of gentlemen sat down to a most excellent dinner, 
prepared in a tent, by Mr. Paulin, of Homdean, and the day was 
spent in the utmost harmony. Several thousands of people were 
present at the opening. The susp^ision arch is forty-five feet, and 
is sufficient to allow two carts to pass, and a foot-path on each side. 
The extreme length of the suspended chains from the point of junc- 
tion, on each side of the river Tweed, *is five hundred and ninety feet ; 
from the stone abutments, four hundred and thirty-two feet ; and the 
height above the surface of the river is twenty-seven feet. The 
weight of the chains, platform, &c. is about one hundred and sixty 
tons ; but the bridge is calculated to support a weight of three hun- 
dred and sixty tons, — a greater weight, in all probability, than it 
will ever be subjected to. This curious and elegant structure only 
cost <f 5,000. It is called the Union Bridge, and was conmienced 
building on the 19th of July, 1819. — Local Pwpers, 

1820 (July 27). — Died, at Darlington, Jajie Rutherford, aged 100 
years. — BM. 

September 9. — ^Died, at Great Aycliffe, Durham, Ann Simpson, 
aged 101 years. — Ibid. 

October 31. — ^As Arthur Mariham, of Gxeatham, was shrimping 
on the sand islands, in the river Tees, he was overtaken by the tide 
in the dusk of the evening, He did not see his danger till he was 
nearly surrounded by the water, and knowing there was no possibil- 
ity of escape, he began to consider how he could longest preserve 
himself from being carried away by the tide. A sand bank for a few 
yards was all the uncovered space left him : he selected the highest 
spot^ on which he placed his hwp (a wicker basket carried on the 
shoulder in shrimping), and fixed his shrimping-pole, with the net 
downwards, to give the pole as sure a purchase as he could, he 
mounted his basket, and held by the pole. The tide soon covered 
his feet, and gradually flowed as high as his middle. After three 
hours, he thought he saw the water begin to fall ; but in a few min- 
qtes, a breeze sprung up, and the tide flowed again six or seven 
inches. The tide, however, was falling, and he remained on his sand- 
bank till he was relieved by the fishing boats in the mcMiiing. His 
situation in the river was two miles from the Durham coast, and 
three from Yoi^shire, in the midst of the Tees estuary, with the 
wide ocean ftdl in front at the river mouth. He said it was an awful 
sight to hok over the waters ; but his pres^ice of mind and his trust 
in providence never forsook him. — Surtees* 

November 20. — Newcastle and €Uteshead were brilliantly illum- 
inated, as a testimcmy of joy on the abandonment of the bill against 
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her majesty queen CaroliDe, consort of George IV. About seven 
o^clock in the eveiung tiie lighting oonunenced, and a number of 
devices and transparencies were exhibited in various part£ of the town. 
The smaller mottoes in general were — " Long live Queen Caroline ; '" 
"Innocence Triumplnuit;" "Earl Grey for Ever,'' &c., &o. The 
house of Mr. Joseph Price, in Gateshead, was one entire blaze of lamps 
of various tints, and of the most brilliant lustre. UlnminationB and 
other rejoicings were very general throughout the comities of Durham 
and Northumberland. August 7th, 1821, her majesty died at Ham- 
mersmith, after an illaees of eight days. — Local Pof^n. 



1 820 (Dec) . — This month, immediately above the excavation of the 
lime-stone at Carley-hill quarry, which is situated about a quarter 
of a mile west of Fulwell-hill, in the parish of Monkwearmouth, and 
about two hundred yards west of HiU-house, tiie re^dence of Mr. 
Wake, senior, whilst removing the surplus soil, Thomas Dobson, 
quarryman, found a Bomaa figure, which appeared to be a Lar. 
There were found at the same time, several portions of human bones, 
and a quantity of common rock limpet shells, embedded in lime- 
stone rubbish and surface soil. It is worthy of remark, that several 
excavations have been discovered in the solid lime-stone rook at 
Garley-hill (similar to stone coffins) containing human bones. — Arch. 



This year, Mrs. Mary Pease, widow of Mr. Joseph Pease, of Dar- 
lington, vrooUen manufacturer, erected four ahns-bonses in Darlmgton, 
for the reeddcDce of four poor widows of the age of fifty years at least, 
and of good moral character and reputation, to be nominated by the 
So<nety of Friends. — Local Papers. 

This year, on ploughing a field called the Back Yards, situated to 
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the west of the village of Dinnington, adjoining Prestwick Carr, 
Northumberland, the foundation of a building, and several human 
bones, and some skulls with the teeth perfect in the jaw bones, were 
discovered about a yard below the surface of the earth. Numerous 
other stones and fire-hrieks were also found, and a regular pavement 
of whinstones to some extent. Two stones, which had been dressed, 
when joined together formed the figure of an octagon, and were 
evidently the remains of a gothic pillar. A stone was also found, in 
the shape of a ball, with a perforation in the centre, similar to such as 
were anciently used on the tops of pillars, at tiie entrance gate of 
mansion houses, or other buildings. On the southern boundary of 
this field are yet to be seen, the foundation of a wall. — MdddiaofCs 
Prestwici Carr. 

1820. — The register of births and baptisms of Zion chapel, (Inde- 
pendent) WestgatcHBtreet, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, extend from 1821 
to 1829.— %>. of Pari Com. 

The great northern gateway which stood across Sadler-street, in 
the city of Durham, was this year taken down. — Surtees. 

This year and the following, the Register office in the Palace-green, 
in the city of Durham, was built by subscription on the site of the 
old county courts. — Ibid. 

1821 (Jan. 2). — Early on the morning, John Wilson, a pitman, 
aged 64 years, fell down the shaft of Sheriff-hill colliery, near Grates- 
head, in the dark, but fortunately caught hold of the rope with his 
left hand, at the depth of about eighty feet ; although it lacerated his 
hand by the friction, he was able to stop his descent and suspend 
himself, imtil his fellow-workmen heard his cries, and lowered down a 
corf by another rope, which took above a quarter of an hour, when 
providentially he got into it and was drawn up safely. Had he de- 
scended a few fathoms lower, he would have passed the end of the rope, 
and must have been killed by a fall of four hundred and fifty feet. — 
Local Bee. 

Januaiy 5. — When some workmen were removing rubbish on the 
premises of Mr. Fair, of Hide-hill, Berwick, cabinet-maker, they 
found a small wooden box, containing eighteen gold pieces of Henry 
VIII., Mary, and Elizabeth ; and also twenty silver coins of Elizabeth. 
The whole in good preservation. The gold coins weighed two and a 
half ounces, and the silver coins, two ounces. The workmen immedi- 
ately sold their prize to a jeweller, and regaled themselves with the 
proceeds. — Local Papers. 

January 7. — Died, at Dam-house, near Kirkley, Mrs. Margaret 
Bowland, in her 101st year. — lUd. 

January 19.^ — Died, at West Thriston, in Northumberland, aged 74 
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years, John Marsha, better known by the name of " Blind Johnny. "" 
He lost his sight by the small-pox, when four years of a^, but the 
perfection in which he possessed the sense of hearing, compensated in 
a great measure for the lose. He worked occasionally at the anvil 
and the loom, but for a considerable time before his death, his main 
dependance for support was on his skill in playing on tlie violin. So 
intimately was he acquainted \dth the surrounding country, that be 
could readily find any part of it without a guide ; indeed, he sometimes 
acted as a guide to strangers. — Local Papere. 

1821 (Feb. 15). — The clu^tel belon^g to the establishment, at 
Hylton-ferry, near Sunderland, erected and endowed at the sole ex- 
pense of T, J. Maling, esq., captain R. N., was consecrated by the 
bishop of St David's. — Ibid. 

Same day, died, at the Westgate, Newcastle, aged 96 years, Ann 
Nichol, formerly of Horsley, and one of the eldest members of the 
Methodist society in this district. When the Orphan-house, in 
Northumberland-street, was built in 1742, she sold a piece of cloth 
to enable her to contribute towards its erection ; and It was remark- 
able that the Orphan-house was closed as a place of divine worship 
on the day of her interment. — Ibid. 

February 19. — Died, at the North-shore, near Newcastle, Elizabeth 
Dryden, aged 107 years. — Ifnd. 

March 6. — Died, at Cullercoats, Mrs. Isabella Armstrong, widow, 
aged 103 years. — lUd. 



Old House at CuLLEncoATS (1811). 
Said to tuTe bem the Ses-nde reaiilmce of ■ Dnchen at Somerwt. 

March 9. — The brewery at Monkseaton, near North Shields, waa 
discovered to be on fire, and before it wa« got under, the drying kiln 
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was totally destroyed, with about sixty bolls of malt. — Local Papers. 

1821 (March 20). — A newly-erected steam mill, for grinding com 
at Stockton, belonging to Mr. C. Oooke, was discovered to be on 
fire, and the whole of the building, except the engine-house, together 
with a quantity of com and flour, was consumed. — lUd. 

March 23. — Died, at South Shields, Hannah Marshall, aged 104 
years. — Ihid. 

March 28. — Died, at his house in Portman-place, London, in the 
64th year of his ago, Michael Bryan, esq., a native of Newcastle. 
Mr. Bryan was an ingenious connoissieur in the fine arts, who also 
distinguished himself as an author. He was at one time a picture 
dealer, but though possessed of undoubted skill and judgment as to 
the merits of the productions of ancient and modem painters, he was 
so unfortunate in some of his speculations as to be obUged to relin- 
quish that pursuit. His taste and knowledge, however, were so highly 
appreciated, that his opinion was often sought, and many large sums 
have been expended in works of art through his recommendation. 
B;etiring from active life, he engaged in the composition of a " Bio* 
graphical and Critical Dictionary of Painters and Engravers," which 
was commenced in 1813, and pubUshed in 1816, in 2 vols. 4to. This 
work is more copious and accurate than that of Pilkington, and many 
of the original sketches do much credit to the writer. Mr, Bryan 
married the sister of the earl of Shrewsbury.— Local Rec, 

March 28. — Died, at Widdrington, in Northumberland, aged 68 
years, Mr. Robert B.eed. Mr. Reed resided at Widdrington, but his 
chief employment was in travelling through the adjoining country in 
the capacity of a pedlar and a bee-master, and he is stiU well remem- 
bered in all the farm-houses in the neighbourhood, as an ingenious 
and useful man, and '^ a good honest crack."" He obtained a prize 
from the Society of Arts and Conunerce, for the management of bees. 
Part of his stock of bees, which was at times very large, was kept at 
Widdrington, the rest dispersed among the farmers and cottagers in 
the vicinity ; and his advice about the management of apiaries was 
constantly solicited and freely given through the circuit in which he 
travelled. He frequently exhibited in the markets at Alnwick, Mor- 
peth, and other places, a swarm of bees, hanging from his hand.— 
Newc. Cour. 

This month, the lower part of the horn of a deer, of extraordinary 
size, was dug up in the grounds at Campville, South Preston, near 
Tynemouth. Mr. Fenwick, the proprietor, had ordered a well to be 
filled up, first removing the walling stones. Considerably in the 
earth, near the stones, the remains of this large antler were found, in 
the north-east angle of the Roman camp, called in Brand, ^^ Blake 
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Cheatert,"" and referred to by Camden in one of his oblcag squares 
(Blaie C&eeten being the principal) running in a zigzag direction 
from 8egedm,mi (Wallsend) to Tjmemouth. Sacrifices of wild ani- 
mals to the Gods were frequently made in these stations ; and some 
faint tradition yet remans of a temple to Diana, or some heathen 
Deity, having stood in Middle Ghirton, the western side of this camp 
or chain of forte. The head of an ancient spear had been dug up in 
the same site. — Meukeazie'g NoriJtd. 

1821 (April 4). — The foundation stone of a new subscription library 
was laid on the site of the old gaol, in the city of Durham, on which 
occasion Dr. Fenwick delivered a suitable address to the company as- 
sembled. — Local Papers. 

April 25.— The foundation stone of a Baptist chapel was laid in 
Barrington-street, South Shields. — Ibid. 

May 16. — The building a, stone bridge, at the expense of the duke 
of Northumberland, over the river Alne, near Alnwick abbey, was 
begun. This was a great public accommodation, as the ford there 
was often very dangerous to pass. — Ibid, 

May 23. — The foundations of a new chapel, to be built by subscrip- 
tion, began to be dug out at Nether Hewortii, in the coun^ of Dur- 
ham, the first stone of which, inclosing an appropriate inscription on 
copper, was l^d on the following day. This chapel was opened for 
divine worship on the 5th of May, 1822. On the 22th of September, 
1808, half an acre which had been added to this ohapd-yard, was con- 
secrated by the lord bishop of Durham. — Ibid. 



Heworth Old chapel. 



June 2. — About two o'clock in the morning, a fire broke out in the 
bam, thrashing-machine, and straw-house, belonging to John Bussell, 
esq., of Hewoi-Ui, and before the progress of the flames could be stopped, 
the machinery, roo&, and interior of the houses were consumed. — Ibid 
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1821 (June 16). — The London mail proceeding southward was over- 
turned upon Sunderland-bidge, which crosses the Wear on the great 
north road, three miles south from Durham, owing it should seem to 
the driver making too wide a turn on entering the bridge to avoid 
a groom who was taking the turn at tihe same time on horseback. 
Two passengers, Mr. Thomas Donaldson, a grazier in Perthshire, 
and Mr. Samuel Whitaker, of Bingley, builder, were precipitated 
from the roof of the coach over the parapet-wall oh the upper side of 
the bridge, a depth of upwards of twenty -five feet, and were dashed 
against the frame-work of one of the buttresses, which, as the river 
was low, was left dry. Mr. Donaldson was killed on the spot, and 
Mr. Whitaker only survived four hours. The guard was thrown fix^m 
his seat against the battlements, but fell to the inside ; and the dri- 
ver was thrown between the horses and the wall. Mr. Ghater, of 
Newcastle, solicitor, who was on the box, escaped by holding on ; the 
inside passengers received no injury. The remains of both the unfor- 
tunate sufierers were interred in Brancepath church-yard on the 23rd, 
attended by a large concourse of people. James Auld, the driver of 
the mail, was found guilty of manslaughter at the August assizes, and 
sentenced to nine months^ imprisonment, but was liberated in Febru- 
ary 1822. — Surtees. 

July 1. — Died, at the Moor-houses, in Northumberland, Ann Bule, 
single-woman, aged 100 years. — Local Papers, 

July 7. — John, lord Eldon, lord high chancellor of England, was 
created an earl by the stile of viscount Encombe and earl of Eldon. — 
Ibid, 

July 9. — ^An explosion took place in Bainton North Pit, when one 
man lost his life. — Ibid. 

Same day, an explosion took place in Goxlodge colliery, by which 
one man lost his life. — Ibid. 

July 10. — During the preparations in Newcastle, for the Celebration 
of the coronation, the workmen, on breaking the pavement on the 
Sandhill, for a foundation for the temporary wine pant, discovered a 
large stone with an iron ring, to which formerly bulls had been fasten- 
ed for that cruel torture, bull-baiting. — Ibid. 

July 12. — The workmen employed in converting Gunner-tower 
(part of the town^s wall, Newcastle), near the Forth-lane, into a hall, 
for the incorporated company of slaters and tylers, found a large 
quantity of shillings and sixpences of the coinage of Edward I. — 
Ibid. 

July 15. — ^Died, Mr. William Cant, master of the Blue Bell, head 
of the Side, Newcastle, aged 70 years, formerly piper to the North- 
umberland militia. He was an excellent performer on the violin and 
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the Northumberland pipes, and, like his great predecess(»rs on the 
latter instrument, TumbuU, Gilley, <Jd Lamshaw, and Peacock, he 
kept up the ancient tunes, with all their charming lilts and pauses, 
unq>oiled by the nK>dem improvers of music, with their *' idiot notes 
impertinently long."*" He played " his native wood notes wild,"' such 
as pleased the earo of the yeomanry of dd at Otterbum, Hedgeley 
Moor, and Floddon Field, and 

" When e'er his pipe did silence break, 
You'd thought the instrument would speak." — Loixd Rec. 
1821 (July 19). — ^Being the day of the coronation of his majesty 
George IV., was observed throughout the counties of Northumber- 
land and Durham with great rejoicings. In the city of Durham, a 
small ox, the gift of lord Stuart (now marquis of Londonderry), was 
roasted at the head of Old Elvet. It was soon cut in pieces, which, 
together with a quantity of bread, were thrown indiscriminately to 
the public ; but no sooner was this done, than the populace immedi- 
ately commenced pelting, with it, those on the platform, so that his 
lordship^s generosity on this occasion was literally thrown away. 
Several barrels of ale were also given away, which added considerably 
to the tumult and confusion. At North Shields a quantity of meat 
and bread was distributed to the public in a manner highly commend- 
able. Several tables were set out in the Market-place, and a loaf of 
bread, and two pounds of meat on a cabbage leaf, with fourpence to 
purchase ale, were given to such poor persons who had procured tickets 
for them. At Newcastle, extraordinary preparations had been made 
for the celebration of this event. The large fire-places, or rather dou- 
ble fumades, between which the two oxen intended for public distribu* 
tion were to be roasted, the immense spits, cranes, scaffolding, &c., 
were completed in the early part of the week, and became objects of 
curious inspection ; one was placed in the centre of the Spital — ^the 
other, at the foot of the Old Flesh Market ; near each of them was a 
wooden pant or fountain, to run beer. In the centre of the Sandhill 
was another temporary, but larger fountain, to run vnne. About two 
o^clock on the morning, the fires were lighted, and the roasting of the 
oxen commenced, and from that hour the streets became crowded with 
people. Numbers had arrived from the country the evening before, but 
on Thursday morning, the day being auspiciously fine, they poured into 
the town by thousands in all sorts of vehicles. Never did the streets 
of Newcastle exhibit such a congregated mass. At six o^clock on the 
morning the guns from the castle announced, by a royal salute, that 
the rejoicings had commenced ; the flag was hoisted, the ships dis- 
played their colours, and the bells of the several churches rang their 
merry peals. About nine o'^dock all was anxious expectation to 
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witness the boat race from Walker's quay to Tyne bridge, for the 
following prizes, which had been announced a few days previous by 
bills, viz: — For the first boat six sovereigns; second boat three 
ditto; third boat two ditto; and the fourth boat one ditto, given 
by the corporation ; in addition to which, the Trinity-house was to 
present the first boat with an elegant blue silk flag, on which was 
gilt a crown and suitable inscription. This flag was the great ob- 
ject of ambition to the competitors, and for which thirteen boats 
had entered. In consequence of a dispute, the prizes were not ad- 
judged until the competitors again tried their skill on August 1st 
(the anniversary of the battle of the Nile), when the flag was won 
by the Laurel Leaf, belonging to Stella. At half-past nine o'^dock, 
the mayor, recorder, aldermen, sherifP, and common council, met, and 
voted an address to his majesty; after which, the mayor, Greorge 
Forster, esq., was invested with a gold chain and medallion, which 
had been voted at a former common council, and which was to be 
worn by all future chief magistrates of that town. At half-past ten 
o'clock, the mayor and corporation, preceded by a band of music, and 
followed by a number of gentlemen, walked in procession to St. 
Nicholas' church, where an appropriate sermon was preached by the 
rev. John Smith, M.A., vicar, from 1st Kings, 1st chap. 39th verse. 
Before the return of the magistracy, &c. from church, immense crowds 
had assembled at the places which were to be the scenes of expected 
festivity, particularly the Sandhill, in the centre of which stood the 
wine pant which was a neat erection of wood, twelve feet high, painted 
to resemble stone, and surmounted by a cupola, copper bronze, on the 
top of which, was a full sized imperial crown, encircling a cap of state 
of crimson velvet, turned up with ermine. At the bottom of the roof 
was a ledge, below which was " G. IIII. R.," in gilt letters, and be- 
neath this was a very neat painting of the arms of the town. On the 
return of the magistrates, &c., to the Sandhill, it was found utterly 
impossible to approach the pant, they therefore proceeded to the 
Town court, when having come forward to the great window, they 
drank his majesty's health, which was followed by a royal salute from 
the guns on the castle, and repeated peals of bells from the churches. 
At the same moment the pant began to run wine, when an almost 
indescribable scene of uproarious confusion commenced. During the 
struggles to obtain a part of the wine, a man got upon the tub, and 
seizing the spout, clang to it until his clothes were literally torn from 
his body.* After running upwards of an hour, the wine ceased to 

• Mr. Parker, the artist, of Newcastle, painted a picture of this ludicrous scene. After 
being exhibited in London, it was purchased by the corporation of Newcastle, for the pur- 
pose of decorating the walls of the Mansion-house. 
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flow, when, having nothing to attract their attention, the mob began 
to throw about the pots, soaked hats, caps, &c., to the no small 
annoyance of the peaceably inclined inhabitants. The top of the 
court was crowded with people, as was every window on the Sandhill. 
Many houses had a kind of gallery erected on their tops with seats 
for the acconunodation of ladies and gentlemen. The pant was totally 
torn down, and a great part of it carried away by the mob. Diu*ing 
the time of the exhibition on the Sandhill, the ox at the bottom of the 
Old Fl^sh Market was taken from the fire, by means of a crane, to a 
stage erected for the purpose, and four butchers ascended the plat- 
form to cut it in pieces for distribution. As they cut the pieces, they 
threw them amongst the crowd, who, in return, pelted the butchers 
with the pieces of meat and bones, until they drove them from the 
stage. The remains of the ox were then taken possession of, and 
soon distributed ; and the chain of the crane having been broken in 
an attempt to pull the stage up with it, it was fastened to part of the 
skeleton of the animal, which was then dragged through the streets 
to the Sandhill. The furnace was then partly pulled to pieces ; and 
fragments of meat, and even brick bats, began to fly in all directions, 
many persons receiving bruises. The procession of mail coaches pass- 
ing at the time, was shamefully pelted, and one of the men much hurt. 
The distribution of the ox at the Spital was attended with similar cir- 
cumstances ; the butchers, &c., were speedily driven from the stage, 
and the skeleton taken possession of and dragged to the Sandhill. 
The ale kept running from the pants in the Old Flesh Market and 
the Spital till near three o^clock, when the pants were demolished. 
By this time the crowd was attracted to the town-moor to witness the 
race for the gold cup, and the streets were soon quiet. This was a 
fortunate circumstance, for had there been no other object, it is most 
probable that the peace of the town would not have been so soon re- 
stored. As it was, on their return from the town-moor, the mob 
assailed the remains of the temporary erections in the Flesh Market 
and the Spital, and carried off the planks and all the iron in their 
power. At ten o^dock, further demoUtion was stopped by the police. 
There was a pant ran beer in the Milk Market, Sandgate, which was 
chiefly occupied by women and children. The inmates of the corpo- 
ration hospitals received five shillings each from that body, and five 
shillings more from the members for the town. The prisoners in the 
gaol and house of correction received five shillings each. The chil- 
dren of the endowed charity schools of the four parishes were pro- 
vided with a substantial dinner, as were the inmates of the poor 
houses. There were grand dinners at the Mansion-house and Trinity- 
house. At the Assembly-rooms was a ball ; and the pit and gallery 
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of the Theatre were opened to the free burgesseB, gratia, on the invi- 
tation of the mayor by a bill. In the afternoon there was a grand 
military review on the town-moor. In the evening air Robert Sbafto 
Hawka had a very taatefnl illumination on the outdde of his house in 
Clavering- place, which was repeated the following evening. At 
Gateahead the rejoicings commenced at six o'clock in the morning, by 
the bells rin^ng a merry peal, which, with the firing of guns at the 
factory of Meaara. Hawks, continued at intervals. At nine o'clock 
the children of St. Edmund's chapel achool, to the number of 340, 
assembled in the reotoiy gajrden, and received each a aixpenoe of the 
new coinage, a glass of wine, and a o&ke, and a copy of our national 
anthem, " God aave the King," which they aung with enthumasm. 
The money was eubsoribed by the members of the school committee. 
A aubsoription waa entered into by the inhabitants of Gateshead, 
which was diatributed among the poor, and a plentiful dinner ^ven to 
the inmatea of the poor-houae. Much private charity was dispensed. 
Local Bee. 



The Wine Pant. 



CHAPTER X. 



BOUT eleven o'clock on the forenoon of Thursday 
the 26th of July, 1821, the soap manufaotory be- 
longing to Anthony Clapham and Co., at the 
Ousebum, near Newoaetle, was discovered to be on 
fire, and in a few minutes the flames blazed with 
great fury, and threatened the meet tremendous 
consequences. The assistance of the workmen from 
the neighbouring manufactories was immediately volunteered, by 
whose exertions, with the aid of the fire engines, the destructive 
element was in a short time overcome. It originated in, and waa 
confined to, that part of the building exclusively appropriated to 
the preparation of alkalies, the timbers and flooring of which were 
exceedingly dry, from the heat of the process, and the long continued 
dryness of the weather. — Local Patera. 

August 3. — About one o'clock on the morning, a destructive fire 
broke out in that part of the premises occupied by the Nortiiumber- 
Iiuid Crlass Company, which fronted the Close, Newcastle ; and such 
was the violence of the flames, and the rapidity with which they 
spread, that by two o^clock the greater part of the premises wa« in a 
complete blaze, and, in defiance of all efforts, that very extensive 
establishment, with the warehouses, and the greater part of the su- 
perb stock, fell a prey to the flames. The only part left standing was 
the eone, containing the furnace, adjoining the river Tyne. Some 
adjoining dwelling-houses, inhabited by labouring people, were in- 
volved in the calamity, several families having nearly lost then- all. 
Great fears were entertained for the safety of the soap manufactory 
(which at one time was on fire), belonging to Messrs. Boubleday and 
Co., adjoining to the Grlass-houae on the west side, but a strong west 
wind carried the flames in an opposite direction. The Mansion-house 
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and Messrs. Doubleday and Co.''s counting-house being on the east 
side, and nearly adjoining the G-lass-house, were in imminent danger 
from the flames and heavy showers of sparks which were carried to 
them by the wind. And, to add to the danger, several hundreds of 
barrels of rosin were lying in an open yard close to the Mansion-house ; 
on them the sparks fell thick and fast, but fortunately they did not 
take fire, though, to prevent such a catastrophe, men were placed on 
the watch with buckets of water, and many of the casks were removed 
into the street. By great exertions the fire was confined to the Glass- 
house premises, and about half-past five o'clock was got nearly under, 
though some of the ruins continued to bum during the day. — Local 
Papers. 

1821 (Sep. 10). — John Wilkinson and William Surtees Hethering- 
ton, for robbing Mr. William Nesbit, farmer, of Long Benton, on 
Benton Bank, on his return from Newcastle in the evening of the 
preceding 7th of April, were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to their 
sentence. They were taken from the gaol to the place of execution 
in a post-chaise, preceded by a band of singers. On their arrival at 
the fatal spot (a little below the east end of the town), they ascended 
the scaffold with firmness, when they joined in prayer with the clergy- 
man, and seemed very penitent. They were then launched into 
eternity, and, after hanging the usual time, their bodies were given to 
their tnendB.—Ibid. 

September 28. — Died, at South Shields, aged 70 years, Wil- 
liam Wouldhave, many years clerk of St. Hilda'^s chapel in that town. 
Mr. Wouldhave claimed to be the original inventor of the Life Boat, 
having in 1789, presented a model to the committee appointed for 
the purpose of constructing a boat calculated to brave the dangers 
of the sea, particularly broken water. His model was of tin (copper 
was recommended for the boat), rendered buoyant by cork, and incap- 
able of being overset. For this ingenious model he received a guinea ! 
Wouldhave was a native of North Shields, where he served his appren- 
ticeship to a painter. He was distinguished for his fertility of inven- 
tion and eccentricity of manners; but the versatility of his mind 
prevented him from rising in the world. Gay and careless, he cared 
not for the morrow. When some of his friends blamed him for 
leaving his model of the Life-boat at the Law House, when the com- 
mittee seemed resolved not to adjudge him the reward, he replied, 
" Never mind, never mind ; I know they have sense enough to adopt 
the good properties of my model ; and though I am poor, if they refuse 
to give me the reward, I shall still have the satisfaction of being in- 
strumental in saving the lives of some of my fellow creatures." In- 
deed he never thought of claiming any other reward. As honest as 
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he was poor, and almost as communicative as he was ingenious, he 
contented himself with the idea of being allowed to be the inventor 
by all the unprejudiced inhabitants of Shields. The idea of the 
peculiar construction he adopted as his model, was suggested to him, 
as he stated to a friend, by the circumstance of a woman at the Field- 
House Well, asking him to assist her to put a skeel of water on her 
head. She had a piece of a broken wooden dish floating on the water, 
which he observed floated with the points upwards. He turned it 
over several times and remarked that it always righted itself. Like 
Archimedes he cried out "I have found it.*' The honours and 
rewards, however, were lavished upon another, and Wouldhave died 
poor and neglected. — G. PringUs MS. Mackenzie <md Hosi Dur, Sfc. 

1821 (September 28). — Died, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, Barbara 
Humble, in her 101st year. — Local Papers. 

September. — The Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, 
received from Thomas Coates, esq., of Haydon-bridge, in Northum- 
berland, who had returned overiand from India, the valuable present 
of a very fine Egyptian mmnmy, in perfect preservation, and of great 
beauty. During a visit which Mr. G. paid to Goumou, the burial- 
place of ancient Thebes, iu Upper Egypt, the mummy was dug from 
its sepulchre by an old Arab. Of him he procured it, and brought it 
to England. When received, it was in the original case or coffin, on 
the lid of which is carved a very beautiful female face. — Ibid. 

September. — This month, the lord bishop of Durham (Barrington) 
presented an elegant portrait of himself to the Newcastle Infirmary. 
It is placed at the east end of the hall of that institution, between the 
portraits of bishop Butler and bishop Benson. The west end is de- 
corated with the portraits of sir Walter Blackett, bart., by Reynolds ; 
Matthew Ridley, esq., by Webb; and William Ingham, esq., by 
Nicholson. — Ibid. 

October 1. — The Clergy Jubilee school, on the east side of the 
Oarliol croft, Newcastle, which was erected in commemoration of the 
bishop of Durham attaining the fiftieth year of his prelacy, was open- 
ed for instruction, and a number of scholars admitted. The rev. Mr. 
Vicar, rev. Mr. Moises, rev. Mr. Parkin, and the rev. Mr. Griffith, 
attended to take the admissions ; and the children being all neatly 
attired, and accompanied by their parents, the sight was truly grati- 
fying. The funds not being sufficient to carry the purpose of the 
subscribers into full effect, the girls and boys belonging to the old- 
established Free schools of St. Nicholas^ parish were removed to the 
new school, and the whole are now taught on Dr. Bellas plan, by one 
master and mistress. — Ibid. 

October 17. — The foundation stone of a New Scotch Church for 
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the congregation of the rev. John Smellie, was laid in a suitable piece 
of ground, at the western extremity of Northumberland-court, to front 
into Blackett street. May l7th, it was opened for divine service, 
when an impressive sermon was delivered by the rev. Dr. Hodgson, 
of Blantyre, in Scotland. As this chapel was not in line with Black- 
ett street, the original brick front was taken down in the year 1828, 
and a stone front with pinnacles erected to line with the street. — 
Local Bee. 

1821 (Oct. 18). — Lambton park races were first established by 
John George Lambton, esq., (late lord Durham), at his seat near 
Ghester-lcHstreet. — Local Papers. 

October 19. — ^A serious accident happened at Nesham's colliery, 
at Newbottle, on the river Wear. One of the brattices erected to 
close up an old working, having been broken into to obtain more air, 
a current of choke-damp issued from the perforation, which proved 
fatal to six of the workmen. — Ibid. 

October 23. — A dreadful explosion took place in WaJlsend colliery 
(Bussell''s), by which fifty-two men lost their lives. The explosion 
shook the ground like an earthquake, and made the furniture dance 
in the surrounding houses. This alarming the neighbourhood, the 
friends and relatives hurried to the spot, when a heart-rending scene 
of distress ensued. The greatest exertions were instantly made by 
Mr. Buddie, the viewer, who as soon as it was practicable, descended 
with his assistants, when a most melancholy scene presented itself. 
At the time of the explosion there were fifty-six men in the pit, of 
which number four only survived. The bodies of the deceased were 
most dreadfully scorched, and many of them most strangely distorted. 
Forty-six of the bodies were buried at Wallsend, fourteen of whom, 
being relations, were buried in one grave; some of the remainder 
were buried at the Ballast hills, and some at Wallsend old church, 
amidst sorrowing spectators. — Ibid. 

October 23. — An explosion took place in Felling colliery, by which 
six human beings were deprived of existence. — Ibid. 

November 30. — At night, a tremendous gale commenced at New- 
castle and its neighbourhood, which committed great ravages. About 
three o'*clock on the following morning, the chimney of a house in 
Johnson''s chare, in Sandgate, Newcastle, fell through the roof, and a 
poor old widow, named Elizabeth Bobson, 86 years of age, was killed 
in her bed, by the end of a broken beam falling on her neck. A little 
boy, her grandson, who lay in the same bed, was happily rescued 
without injury. G-reat damage was done in the lower part of the town, 
as appeared by the quantities of broken bricks and tiles that were 
lying about the streets and lanes in every direction. One of the 
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wands of St. Ann's mill was brokeB, and the paling of the miller's 
garden thrown down. The walls of two new houses building in 
Bridge-street, opposite Higham-place, were blown down, a great part 
of which fell inwards upon the joists which were broken to pieces, and 
the whole exhibited a heap of ruina. In the garden of Hugh Ham- 
son, esq,, near Chimney mills, several yards of wall, with rails on the 



top, were blown over. The Methodist chapel at Kenton, which was 
used as a school, had the roof blown off, and two of the windows 
blown in. In Qatesbead, part of the front of a house fell into the 
street with great violence. A stack of chimnies fell and broke through 
the roof of Mrs. Ludlow's house, in the Back-lane, and lodged in the 
garret, which was fortunately boarded, or the Misses Ludlow, who 
slept in the room beneath, would probably have been killed. A win- 
dow in Mr. Price's glass manufactory, fronting the river, was blown 
in entirely, and forced to the further end of the apartment. By the 
violence of the hurricane much other damage was done. — Local Papers. 

1821 (Dec. 4). — At a numerous meeting of the Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society of Newcastle, Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, presented 
for the purpose of being preserved in their repository, the original 
safety lamp, as it is described in the Transactions of the Society of 
Arts, for 1813, and which first called the attention of philosophers, 
and <A the proprietors of coal mines, to the subject. — Ibid. 

December 10. — At the anniversary of the Boyal Academy, the 
silver medal, with the Discourses of Barry, Opie, and Fuseh, were 
presented to Mr. Andrew Morton, a native of Newcastle, for the best 
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copy in the school of painting, from a " Madona and Child,'' by 
Baphael. — Local Bee. 

1821 (Dec. 20). — A spacious and neat chapel built by the congregar 
tion under the pastoral charge of the rev. Israel Craig, was opened 
for public worship at Lowick, in Northumberland. This is one of the 
most ancient, if not the first presbyterian congregation, that was 
established in the north of England. It was originally formed by the 
rev. Luke Ogle, minister of Berwick, who, having resigned his charge 
there in 1661, in consequence of the act of uniformity, retired to his 
paternal estate at Bowsdon. His excellent character brought many 
to hear his ministrations privately; afterwards a chapel was built 
near to where Barmoor castle now stands. The congregation increas- 
ing, a large one was built at Lowick, about the year 1741, which fall- 
ing to decay, this chapel was erected for the accommodation of that 
society. — Ihid. 

December 23. — Died, at Ghtteshead, aged 64 years, Mrs. Frances 
Elizabeth King, relict of the rev. Richard King, M. A., rector of 
Worthen, Salop, and of Steeple Mordon, in Cambridgeshire, and 
third daughter of the late sir Francis Bernard, bart« This lady was 
the authoress of several useful and popular works ; in particular 
" The Beneficial Effects of the Christian Temper on Domestic Happi- 
ness," " Female Scripture Characters," " The Rector's Memorandum 
Book," and a " Tour in France, in 1802." Mrs. King had been 
during her residence in Gtiteshead, most actively employed in visiting 
and relieving the sick and necessitous poor, lubving established two 
societies for that purpose ; she also founded and supported at her own 
expense, a Sunday schpol, at St. Edmund's chapel, for educating poor 
children in Christian principles. Upon the death of her husband in 
1810, Mrs. King retired to Gateshead, near the residence of her two 
married daughters (Mrs. CoUinson, rectory, Qtiteshead, and Mrs. 
Baker, rectory, Whitburn). — lUd. 

Same day, and only two or three hours after Mrs. King, died at 
Usworth-house, aged 70 years, Mrs. Peareth. This is the more 
remarkable, as this lady was the coadjutor of Mrs. King, in acts <^ 
charity and benevolence. — Ibid. 

1821.^— Population returns. — 

County of Durham 207,673. 

Northumberland 198,966. 

Newcastle 43,577. 

Died, at Morpeth, Mr. William Bobson, a severe poetical satirist, 
and author of several poetical pamphlets and miscellaneous essays and 
the publisher of " The Poetical Works of the celebrated and ingeni- 
ous Thomas Whittell" printed at Newcastle in 1815, was also for 



*. D. IS22.] TARLE BOOK. 231 

some time sclioolmaster at Cambo, but removed to Morpeth. Mr. 
Bobson had long expected to receive the original manuecript of Whit- 
tell's poems from Mr. Robert Codling, a native of Whelpington, who 
had settled as a planter at Rock Spring, Rio Bueno, Jamaica, but was 
surprised to find that the penlon to whose care it wa^ entnisted had 
confided it to hands who had transcribed it, and were printing it. He, 
however, with great promptness and vigour, recovered the manuscript, 
copied it, taid in a few weeks published it, but allowed many of its 
course indecencies to be softened or omitted, though a far too plentiful 
sprinkling of impurity was suffered to remain in it. — Hodgsojia Norihd, 
1821. — This year an act of parliament was obtained "for making 
and maintajmng a Railway or Tramroad, from the river Tees at 
Stockton to Witton-park colliery, with sevearl branches therefrom, 
all in the county of Durham." — Local Papers. 



In this year there was commenced in Newcastle, a series of elegantly 
printed publications entitled "The Fisher's Garlands," which have 
been continued annually up to the present time (1843), and a com- 
plete set now forms a very respectable octavo volume. They are all 
written to popular North country airs, and each Garland is embellished 
with a beautiful angling vignette, engraved by the celebrated Bewick, 
or some other able artist. The following gentlemen have contributed 
to tho collection, viz. Robert Roxby, Thomas Doubleday, William 
Green, Stephen Oliver, Wm. GOl Thompson, &c. The woodcut that 
precedes this articU is one of the vignettes used in the series, by the 
editor {Mr. Wm. Garret) who has lately furnished a general title for 
the volume, running thus ; — " A Collection of Right Merrie Garlands 
for North Country Anders," — M8. Col. 

1822 (Jan. 1).— The town of Berwick, was first lighted with gas. 
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under the direction and superintendence of Mr. Joseph Glynn, of 
Newcastle. — Maeienzies Northd. 

1822 (Jan. 3). — The seat of sir J. Astley, bart. at Seaton Delaval, 
Northumberland, was totally destroyed by fire. The accident was 
occasioned by a beam in one of the bedroom chimneys taking fire. 
Fortunately the steward had sufficient presence of mind to order 
the corridor, which united the wings to the body of the house, to 
be instantly detached, by which means the two former were saved. 
Not one of the valuable marble chimney-pieces and statues, executed 
by Italian masters, was saved from the flames. This magnificent 
structure was from a design of sir John Vanburgh, — Mon. Mag. 

Januaiy 21. — About five o'clock in the evening, an explosion of gas 
took place in the shop of Mr. Simpson, grocer. Quayside, Newcastle, 
occasioned by a candle having been imprudently held near the con- 
necting pipe, which had been injured as was supposed by rats. The 
shock was veiy great, and burst the counter under which the pipe 
was placed, into splinters, forced twenty squares of glass from the 
windows and considerably shook the adjoining premises. Mr. Simp- 
son, his boy, and a labourer, were all thrown down by the shock. — 
Local Rec, 

January 22. — As James Miller, the Warkworth carrier, was comr 
ing into Newcastle, seated upon the fore part of his cart, he was shot 
dead by a musket ball, which entered his head at the right temple, 
and traversing the brain, was extracted from within the skin be- 
hind the left ear. Three young men were that morning amusing 
themselves by shooting at a target placed against the outside of the 
west wall of the bull-park, on the Town moor, and it appeared that a 
shot had been fired which had gone over the wall, ranged the park 
from west to east, and crossing the turnpike, had struck the unfortun- 
ate man, who, in a few minutes after, was found dead on the road, 
he having fallen from his seat. After a patient investigation of all the 
circumstances, the jury returned a verdict of manslaughter against 
Mr. Thomas Burnett, who had been sworn to as one of the party. 
At the assizes the jury confirmed the verdict of the inquest, and Mr. 
Justice Bailey condemned in very severe terms the too frequent prac- 
tice of firing near public highways, thereby endangering the lives of his 
majesty'^s subjects. As this practice was illegal, he enjoined the mag- 
istrates and police to be veiy vigilant in bringing such offenders to 
justice. From the respectability of the gentlemen who were called to 
speak to Mr. B's character, he was discharged on entering into recog- 
nizances, himself in e^lOO., and four sureties of £b^. each for his 
appearance at the next assizes, then to receive the judgment of the 
court. He was brought up at the next assizes, and fined ^10. — Ibid. 
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1822 (Feb. 2). — A most tempestnoofl wind, accompanied with heavy 
rain, began to blow from the south-west, and continued with httle 
iatermisaion till the morning of the following day, when it abated. 
The rain caused a considerable flood in the rivers Tyne, Wear, and 
Tees. At Newcastle, the fury of the wind drove the water forward 
with extraordinary violence, particularly against the bridge over which 
the spray was carried to a great distance. The low lands to the 
westward were all flooded. Near Shields, James Watson, a wherry- 
man, was washed out of a boat and drowned, leaving a wife and family. 
A sailor, belonging to the Hope, of North Shields, fell out of a sculler 
boat, in trying to clear it from a hawser, oo which it had been driven, 
and was lost. Another boat was upset, but the persons aboard of it 
were aJl fortunately saved. At Sunderland much damage was done 
by the falling of chimneys, also to the roofs of houses. Many ships 
and keels in the river were driven &om their moorings and much 
injured by the effects of the gale, but no lives were lost. At Chester- 
le-street the Weat was so swollen by the rains, that it extended 
above the arch of the new bridge, which is more than a quarter of a 
mile from the shannel of the river ; the whole intermediate 8pa«e was 
a complete sheet of water, by which much injury was sustained. At 
Durham, a stack of chimneys on the house of Miss Wharton, of the 
N(nth Bailey, was blown down, and fell through the roof into a room 
of the upper story, in which were two servant maids, who had a most 
providential escape from destruction. On hearing a loud rumbling 
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noise, they rushed into a corner of the room, and a moment after- 
wards the chimneys fell through the ceiling on the floor, at a few 
inches from the side of a bed where one of them had been sitting. In 
Clajrpath, a nail manufacturer was at work, and another man was 
sitting beside him, both at about a yard's distance from the gable end, 
which was blown down, but luckily it fell outwards. Much other 
damage was done to roofs of houses, &;c. It was supposed that the 
river Wear rose twelve feet above its ordinary height ; its banks were 
overflowed, and the low lands completely inundated. Two horses and 
a cow were seen floating down that river. The Tees began to rise at 
nine o' clock on Saturday evening, and during a moonlight night many 
of the inhabitants of Stockton were employed in removing their pro- 
perty to their upper floors. The water continued rising till ten on 
Sunday morning, and then stood seven feet deep in the main street. 
The morning was beautifully calm, and the view from the high grounds 
of Egglescliff was singularly grand ; the Tees had become an immense 
smooth silver lake, on which boats were plying, and in the midst of 
which the town of Yarm seemed immersed. After remaining station- 
ary nearly two hours, the flood began to retire, and the streets were 
nearly free from water by five in the afternoon. — On Saturday evening 
the road from Croft bridge to Darlington was impassable, and the 
mail on Sunday morning passed through Hurworth : the water stood 
fifteen feet at Oroft-bridge. — Surtees^ See. 

1822 (Feb. 15). — Died, at Blaydon, Mr. J. Morrison, aged 104 
years. — Local Papers, 

February 28. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Esther Marshall, aged 
1 00 years. — Ibid. 

February 28. — About twelve o'clock at night, while two men and 
two boys were ascending the engine pit at Burradon colliery, and had 
got a little way from the bottom, melancholy to relate, by some acci- 
dent, the rope gave way, which falling upon them, killed them all. It 
appeared in evidence on the coroner's inquest, that the rope was quite 
a good one, and such as would have worked six months, and that the 
part which broke had only been subject to wear about a month, from 
which it was inferred, that it must have met with some accident which 
had nearly separated it, and had consequently given way when the in- 
dividuals got upon it. Verdict, accidental death. — Ibid. 

March 3. — A new chapel for the Primitive Methodists, was opened 
for divine service at Darlington, when upwards of one thousand per- 
sons attended; the foundation stone was laid October 16th, 1821. — 
Ibid. 

March 5. — Died, at South Shields, Mrs. M. Stanton, aged 101 
years. — Ibid. 
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1822 (March 7). — A dreadful fire broke out in the earthenware 
manufactory of Mr. Wood, at Heworth shore, near Gateshead, and 
in spite of ihe utmost exertions, the whole fabric, excepting Mr. 
Wood's dwelling-house, was reduced to ashes. Several cottages sur- 
rounding the pottery were also burnt down, and great loss of furni- 
ture was sustained by the poor inmates. — Local Papers. 

March 18. — Henry Anderson, a pitman, of Old Painsher, was exe- 
cuted at Durham, pursuant to his sentence, for a rape. — Ibid. 

March 20. — Mark Lawson, and William Currie, were executed in 
fix)nt of the Gaol quay, at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentences, for 
a highway robbery. — Ibid. 

March 23. — "The Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle In- 
firmary for Diseases of the Eye,"' was first opened in Brunswick- 
place, Newcastle. It was afterwards removed to Prudhoe street, and 
thence to Savillcrrow. Messrs. T. M. Greenhow and John Fife, 
sui^eons, took upon themselves the expense of commencing this Op- 
thalmic Infirmary, which is supported by the annual subscriptions of a 
few benevolent individuals ; and it has been ascertained that during a 
period of twenty-one years, it has afforded a greater amount of relief, 
in proportion to its Umited funds, than any other similar institution 
in this kingdom ; not less than 17,000 persons having been ciu*ed or 
greatly relieved since its establishment. — Beport^ S^c. 

March 28. — Died, at Bitton, Northumberland, Mr. Samuel George, 
aged 100 years. It is remarkable, that after eight years total blind- 
ness, he recovered and enjoyed his sight for six years previous to his 
death. — Local Papers. 

This month, while Mr. Carr was ploughing in a field in front of 
Stagshaw house, near Corbridge, he encountered a large flat square 
stone, which, on being removed, was found to cover the mouth of a 
cavern about four feet deep, three feet long, and two feet and a 
half wide, cut in the native rock. This rude tomb enclosed a small 
antique urn, composed of clay and sand, uncovered and coarsely 
(Hnamented ; it contained a few ordinary sized teeth, in perfect pre- 
servation ; the mouldering remains of a skull ; a small heart-shaped 
amulet of grey slatey stone, perforated for suspension ; and a tongue- 
shaped piece of flint, probably an an*ow-head. There was no in- 
scription on the stones ; no coins were found, nor any means of ascer- 
tmiing the date. — Mackmzi^s Northd. 

April 6. — George Wilson, the celebrated pedestrian of Newcastle, 
then in his 56th year, commenced the performance which he had 
previously announced, viz. — to walk ninety miles in twenty-four succes- 
sive hours, on the town moor at that place. The spot selected was 
hklf-a-mile on the east side of the race ground. He started at twelve 
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oVock at noon, and conduded his laborioua taA iea minutes before 
twelve o'clock on the following day, notwithstandiiig the night was 
atormy, apd showers of sleet, rain and hail, rendered the ground very 
alippeiy. At the conolusion of the fest, the pedestrian carried the 
box himself among the assembled crowd to receive the ^ts of his 
friends. He was brought into Newcastle in a chaise and four, at the 
expense of one of his patrons, with colours flying, and the bells greeted 
hie achievement with sercnl merry peals. — Local Papen. 



Geobob Wilbon. 



May 7. — The first stone of the New Jerusalem Temple, in Percy- 
street, Newcastle, was laid in dne order. The rev. James Bradl^ pei^ 
ibnned the usual ceremony ; then, standing upon the stone, offered up 
a prayer that the undertaking might be crowned with success. The 
names of the subscribers, and a record of the object of the building, 
bermetrically sealed in a glass phial, were deposited in the foundation 
stone. February 16, 1823, it waa opened for worship, when the rev. 
S. Noble, of London, delivered three impressive discourses, illus- 
trative of the doctrines of that choroh. — Ibid. 

May 8. — Died, Matthew Buasell, of Brancepath castle, and of 
Hardwicke, esq., vice-lieutenant of the county of Durham, only son 
of William Russell, of Brancepatii eastle, esq., who was one of the 
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richest commonerg in^ England. He represented Saltash in several 
suocessiye Parliaments, and died most sincerely respected and lament- 
ed. — Sharp's Bwg. of Durham. 

1822 (May 16). — Mr. Kent exhibited his marine velocipede upon the 
river Tyne. Being ascension day, and the weather very fine, he fired 
his musket, .and performed a variety of evolutions with much ease and 
dexterity, to the great delight of a large concourse of spectators. 
June 3rd. Mr. Kent exhibited his apparatus at Sunderland, to at 
least 20,000 spectators. — Local Papers. 

May 24. — The Northumberland Flax-mill, at the Ousebum, near 
Newcastle, belonging to Messrs. Clarke, Plummer and Co., was dis- 
covered to be on fire, supposed to have arisen from a flake of soot 
flying out of the engine chimney into an open window in a garret, 
where flax and tow were deposited, which took fire, and were instantly 
consumed. The manufactured goods in the rooms below were saved, 
but the flames were not got under until the reeling-room and the 
machinery therein, with the floors of the garret and store-room were 
entirely burnt. — lUd. 

Same day, an act for building a new gaol and house of correction 
in Newcastle, and another act for facilitating the collection of certain 
tolls payable to the mayor and burgesses of the same place, received 
the royal assent. — Ihid. 

May 25. — ^A bull was baited at Cullercoats sands, near Tynemouth. 
—Ibid. 

May 28. — ^A bull was baited at Sunderland, when a poor man, 
named Simon Thornton, was thrown down by the crowd, and had 
his leg broken, of which he afterwards died. Several bull baitings 
had recently taken place at Sunderland. — Local Bee. 

May 29. — ^A fire broke out in the Sunderland brewery, belonging 
to Messrs. Fenwick and Co., which threatened destruction to the 
building and the neighbouring houses. However, by timely assistance 
it vtras got under, but with considerable damage to the interior of the 
building, and the property therein. — Local Papers. 

May 31 « — In consequence of information to the excise officers of 
Newcastle, an illicit distillery was discovered in the waste of an old 
coal mine, in a field near Fenham Hall, adjoining the Town-moor. 
The mine appeared to be one of the most ancient in that part of the 
country, and was surrounded by furze and underwood. At the bottom 
of the shaft, which was gained by a gradual descent of several yards, 
was a small aperture like the mouth of an oven, which could only be 
entered by crawling; this led to a large apartment in the mine, 
wherein were found two stills, with about 200 gallons of wash, and a 
complete distillery apparatus, valued in all at about £5Q. It appear- 
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ed to have been abruptly abatidoned for fear of detection. A long 
ehimney, built with brick, conveyed the Bmoke into the old workings, 
whence the neighbouring pits had a draught. The coal of ihe mine 
supidied the fuel necessary for the work ; water was also found upon 
the spot. As soon as the discoveiy was known, hundreds of persons 
visited the place, many of whom were induced to explore '^ Tke Smug- 
gler's Hole^ as it was now called, and some who ventured into it had 
to stay much longer than they calculated on. About four o^clock on 
the morning of the 6th of June, three young men, to gratify their 
curiosity, ventured in about a mile, it was supposed, from the entrance. 
They had provided themselves with candles, which they considered 
sufficient for their purpose; they had, however, proceeded too far, 
and not having marked their way, were unaUe to retrace their steps, 
and their candles being nearly consumed, they were reduced to the 
necessity of making a fire with a hanuner handle (which they had 
with them for the purpose of knocking off petrifactions) and some 
pieces of coal which they found in the place. As the day advanced 
their friends became alarmed for their safety, and about twelve o^clock, 
some pitmen coming to the place, kindly offered their assistance, and, 
after some time, found the young men, who had been listening with 
much anxiety to hear the approach of any deliverer. They had not 
followed these friendly men far, when he who carried the candle stum- 
bled, and they were again in total darkness ; and such was the diffi- 
culty of their situation, that even with these experienced guides, they 
were oUiged to continue in this dreary cavern several hours longer, 
when other two pitmen proceeded in, and extricated the whde about 
half-past four o^dock in the afternoon, the young men having been 
under ground without any food upwards of twelve hours. The roof 
and floor of the cavity were covered with very curious petrifactions, 
called stalactites, formed by the drippings of water. Several other 
persons were liberated by pitmen, so that it became necessary to build 
up the aperture ; but such was the curiosity of the public, that the 
mason work was soon demolished. — Local Bee. 

1822 (June 5«) — Died, at the Grove, near Durham, of a severe ill- 
ness, aged 64, George Stej^en EemUe, esq. son of Mr. Roger Kem- 
ble, and brother of Messrs. John and Charles Kemble, and of Mrs. 
Siddons, all of great theatrical celebrity. His mother, too, was an 
actress ; and it is remarkable, that she played tlie part <^ Aima BttUen 
on the very night that Stephen Kemble was bom, which was just at 
the time when, as Queen, she was supposed in the play to have given 
birUi to the princess Elizabeth. He was bom at Kingstown, in the 
county of Hereford, May 3, 1758 ; was put apprentice to Mr. Gibbs, 
surgeon, at Ooventry; but preferring tiie stage, after a course of 
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practice in England, Scotland, and Ireland, he appeared at Govent 
garden, Sept. 24, 1783. In November following he married Miss 
Satchell, a favourite actress of the same theatre. Leaving Govent 
garden in the following year, after performing some time at the Hay- 
market, Mr. Kemble became a manager himsdf; and conducted, 
successively, the theatres of Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, Newcas- 
tle, and several others, with good success. He was afterwards acting 
manager of Drury lane theatre. To a mind well stored with the 
beauties of our dramatic authors, and possessed of a rich fund of en- 
tertaining anecdotes, Mr. Kemble united a kind and social disposition. 
On the stage, he was chiefly remarkable for playing sir John Falstaff, 
it is said, without stuffing. The last time he appeared on the stage 
was for the benefit of a part of his family, on May 20th, when he 
performed Sir Christopher Cwrry in Inkle and Yarico. He was then 
apparently in his usual state of health, but in a few days afterwards 
he was attacked by inflamation in his bowels, which terminated his 
mortal existence. Mr. Kemble, who was a v^ corpulent man, had 
retired for some years from the exercise of the laborious profession 
of an actor. In many characters he was confessedly unrivalled ; and 
it is no small commendation, that he was considered by the late Mr. 
Sheridan to be the best declaimer he had ever heard on or off the 
stage. He was also possessed of considerble literary talents, having 
written various addresses, songs, &c. &c. which appeared from time to 
time in different journals. Mr. Kemble published, ^^ Odes, Lyrical 
Ballads, and Poems, 8vo. 1809, with a portrait. June 11th, his re- 
mains were interred in the chapel of the Nine Altars, at the east end 
of Durham cathedral, on the north edde of the shrine of St. Guthbert. 
— Crenfs Mag, Sfc. 

1822 (June). — This month, the antiquities represented on the two 
succeeding pages were discovered at the station of Housesteads or Bor- 
covicus, Northumberland. Some workmen who were employed by Mr. 
Gibson, the proprietor of the station, to build a dry stone fence, and had 
permission from him to dig up for that purpose any loose stones or old 
walls, on condition that they neither used nor destroyed any that were 
inscribed or curiously carved ; after removing a few loose stones, near 
the surface, they struck upon the top of the altar (2). The perfect state 
of its finely carved horns and incense basin, induced them to remove 
the soil and rubbish from around it with caution ; and in the progress 
of this curious and careful investigation, they found the spot in which 
they were working, bounded by four walls of common masonry. 
These walls faced the four chief points of the winds and formed a 
rectangular area of twelve feet eight inches, from north to south, 
by ten feet from east to west, and having in the west end a recess 
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thirty inches deep and seven feet long. The east wall had a doorway 
in it. The whole seemed to have been built under the surface, as 
some of the walls on the outside were of very rough workmanship. 

-Z — ^ The accompanying plan will enable the reader 
« — ' not only to obtain a better idea of the cave ; 
^ ■ ^ but shews the situation which the altars oc- 
■ cupied. The floor was paved with thick 
f sandstone slates of irregular sizes and shapes. 
^ The two large inscribed altars (1 and 2) and 
rt the stone bearing the signs of the zodiac (3) 
9 were still standing in their first situation, 
' ^.Z^"T'^'^^^^2_^^ their backs beins: nearly in a line with the 
...^^-_-^==^. outside of the recess, in which there were 

remaining steps, as of a passage through the west wall. No. 4 also 
appeared to occupy its original place ; but the sixth was lying on its 
face before the zodiac. The seventh was on one side, immediately 
behind it, and on a sort of pedestal of hewn stone thirty inches square ; 
but very slightly raised above the level of the floor. The fragments 
8, 9, 10, 11, were found near No. 6. with which they had originally 
been connected. This then was an artificial cave, dedicated to the 
worship of Mithras, and in itself, and the antiquities found in it, 
affords one of the finest and most complete illustrations of the nature 
of that worship of any that has hitherto been discovered. The cave 
itself seems to have been a low contemptible hovel, dug out of a hill 
side, lined with dry walls and covered with turf or straw ; for the 
ruins of its walls and roof had not been sufficient to hide the altars 
from the action of the weather. The slender rim of the zodiac was 
broken ; but the altars were found standing upright in their original 
position with their heads weathered, apparently by long exposure 
to the atmosphere. They were indeed only a few inches below the 
present surface, while their lower parts were as fresh and perfect as 
on the day they were turned off the bench of the mason who carved 
them. The rubbish in the interior consisted chiefly of a loamy vege- 
table mould, intermixed with the roots of trees, and covered with 
peat earth, together with some of the rough stones which had fallen 
from the rude walling. A spring was an essential requisite to a 
Mithraic cave, and the waters that rose in this were drained from its 
doorway into an adjoining letch in 1809, when extensive foundations 
of apartments, that had communicated internally with the cave, were 
ransacked for stones for a field wall on the western side of the estate. 
Some fragments of vessels of red earthenware were found amoi^ the 
rubbish near the altar, probably parts of the fictilia thatbelpnged 
to the temple of Mithras. These foundations have given rise to an 
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idea that some larger temple had stood here, and that this was a 
mere attachment thereto. The following description in Homer's 
Odyssey, of the cave of the nymphs in the Isle of Ithica, shews the 
high antiquity of cavern worship, Though brief, it is very full and 
forcible : — 

A broad-leaved olive decks the haven's head 
Near to a cave, how lovely ! but how dark ! 
The holy place of nymphs, the Naiads called. 
There goblets are, and jars of marble made. 
Wherein the honey bee constructs its cells. 
There too, long looms of stone, on which the nymphs 
Sea purple garments weave, a wondrous sight. 
Fountains it has eternal, and two gates — 
The northern one to men admission gives. 
That to the south is more divine — a way 
Untrod by men — to immortals only known. 

Mithraism was a species of Sabaism which in old times prevailed 
from China through Asia and Europe, as far as Britain. During the 
reign of Gommodus the former had become common among the 
Somans ; and, in the time of Severus, had extended over all the west- 
em part of the empire. It was imported from Syria, and synonimous 
with the worship of Baal and Bel in that country ; for, in it, as in 
the mysteries of Osiris in Egypt, and of Apollo in Greece and Rome, 
the sun was the immediate object of adoration. We will now proceed 
to describe the sculptures and inscriptions found in the cave. 

The first is translated thus " Publius Proculinus, a centurion, in 
due performance of a vow to the god the Sun, the invincible Mithras, 
lord of ages — ^their highnesses Gallus and Yolusinus being Consuls,*" — 
which office these joint emperors filled in 253, in which year they were 
slain. The top of this altar had suffered so much from the weather, 
that the words Deo Soli on its capital, were nearly ef&ced : but its 
body was fresh and perfect as on the day on which it was set up. 
The second is translated thus : — " To the god the Sun, the unconquer- 
able Mytras, lord of ages ; Litorius Pacatianus, a consular beneficiary, 
for him and his willingly and duly, according to a vow, erected this 
altar."" Excepting some slight injury in its head, it is in the finest 
preservation, and bears on one side the patera and on the other the 
chalice. It is four feet and seven inches high. The third and most 
important remain is that which was found between the two already 
described. It consists of a bust of Mithras seated between two hemis- 
pheres, surrounded by the twelve signs of the Zodiac, and holding in 
his right hand, opposite Taurus, a sword, — and in his left, opposite 
Virgo, a torch. The signs commence after the Eoman manner at 
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Aquarius or January, and end with Capricorn or December. The 
stone which bears the whole when perfect haa been four feet high and 
two and a half feet broad. It is much thinned away towards the upper 
part of the Zodiac, probably to make it less top heavy, and less likely 
to be overturned. This thinness however has made it liable to be 
broken, and after its discovery it was in several pieces, and it wants 
the part of the rim, which contained the sign 
Libra and part of Cancer, as here represented. 
The uplifted torch in one hand of Mithras de- 
noted the rising of the sun above the lower 
hemisphere, and the sword in the other that 
he was coming forth as the Conqueror of Win- 
ter, while in a deeper sense they had reference 
to doctrines respecting the eternal essence of 
Deity, and the immortality of the human soul. 
This as well as the others found in the 
cave, are in the colonnade of the society of 
Antiquaries, Newcastle, and this tablet in 
particular has had its parts so far as they 
exist, cemented in their original form. The fourth is an altar, 
seventeen inches high, the inscription nearly ille^ble. On its 
sides are the patera and the pnefericulnm. 
This was found without the cave and about 
ten feet from its east wall. The fifth was 
found at the north east comer of the dave, 
within its bounds. It was standing, with its 
back to the wall. The bust of the Sun on 
its capital has seven radii, around its head, 
and is in rude and very low relief. Indeed 
the whole altar, which is twenty inches high, 
is a very poor E^)ecimen of masonry. The 
inscription also is very rudely and inaccurately 
cut. It may be Englished thus : — "Hierony- 
mus, performing a vow, freely and duly, dedi- 
'' cates this to the Sun." The sixth, eighth, 

ninth, tenth, and eleventh figures represent portions of a great Taurine 
tablet which has formerly graced this cave. It had probably been bro- 
ken up about twelve years previous to this discovery, and parts of it 
used as the cover of a drain near the place, where probably they may, on 
some day come to light. Of the five fragments which remain, the two 
largest when conjoined, measure nearly six feet in height. The larger 
of these bears one of the fore legs of the bull stretched out and above, 
a Mithras, habited in the usual Ohiamys (or short floating cloak) and 
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Phrygian bonnet, with a lighted torch in his right hand, and th« 
oaduoens of Mercury in his left, symbols of his office of guardian of the 
gate of Cancer and conductor of souls from one of the constellations 
and the milky way, " because this is the place of the heayens where 
)<eneration commences by which the world Bubsista.'" The lesser poi^ 
tions of the tablet has over this 
I Mithras, a lunette or symbol of the 

moon, who, according to Porphy- 
Ty''6 comment, is the queen of gene- 
ration and as such was denominat- 
ed by the ancients both a bee and 
a bull; for the exaltation of the 
moon is in Taurus, and trees are 
generated from oxen on which ac- 
count they are called "ox bom" 
which name is likewise attributed 
to souls proceeding to generation." 
Of this interesting tablet, so much 
exists, and so many connective cir- 
cumstances are deducible from these 
fragments, that we may safely form 
a conclusion that it greatly resem- 
bled a umilar tablet, which will afterwards be spoken of, and which 
will greatly assist us in forming an idea of the original appearance of 
the tablet of the Mithraic cave of Boroovicus. The seventJi was found 
lying on a square pediment slightly elevated above the floor. It is a 
statue in the Mithraic dress, wanting its head, three feet high, and as 
the Oenius of the Oate of Cancer, bearing the upHfted torch, but bro- 
ken at the legs into two pieces. Why this genius should be represent- 
ed both seperately and on the great tablet, is not certainly known. 
Its left arm, and the upper part of the torch are also much mutilated. 
It is neatly executed in sandstone. A similar figure was found at 
Chester and is described by Pennant, so as to render the two almost 
identical. Mithraio antiquities have been found hkewise at Gambeck 
fort, in Cumberland ; and Mr. Macgregor has published an elaborate 
paper in the Archselogia .^^na, to prove that the Zodiac in the 
porch of Saint Margaret's church, at York, is of Komaa origin, and 
a remnant of a temple of the Sun or Mithras there. Indeed Stukely, 
in the Philosophicd Transactions, published a has relief of Mithras 
slaying the bull, and other accompanying symbols, which have been 
republished in Gough''s Camden : and the council of the Antiquarian 
Society have allowed the use of the following woodcut of one of these 
tablets from the works of Depuis, and engraved as an illustration of the 
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subject in the aoooant of these antiquities published in their Transac- 
tions, at the time of their discovery. 

In the uppermost compartment we have the sun at the gate of Cap- 
ricorn seated in his quadriga: then an iniant Mercury or Mithras 
entwined with the serpent. After this follow twelve altars — one for 
the Sun, another for the Moon, and two each for the summer and 
winter house of the five planets, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and 
Saturn. The winged youth, entwined with the serpent is Mithras in 
his prime, and the last figure, the Moon, in her biga, and her house 



Cancer. The compartments on the left also represent Mithras at the 
Northern gate, with his uplifted torch, lighting souls through it into 
the woild ; and the Genius with an inverted torch, shews the way 
through the gate of Caprioom to region of the shades below. The two 
trees on each side of Mithras slaying the bull, are the two equinooes, 
the vernal represented by the lighted torch, and the tree in leaf — ^the 
autmnnal, by the extinguished torch, the tree in fruit, and the sign 
Scorpion ; and Mithras slaying the bull — is the sun rising in his 
strength in the sign Taurus, and coming to subdue the ravages of the 
year and fecundate the earth with the blood of his sacrifices, " for 
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they assigned a congruous place to Mithras, near the equinoctial ; and 
hence he bears the sword of Aries, because this animal is martial, and 
is the sign of Mars : he is likewise carried in the Bull, the sign of 
V^ius, because the bull as well as Venus is the ruler of Generation/' 
Much curious information, in further illustration of this subject may. 
be found in Hodgson's Northumberland, pt. 2. vol. iii. ; the Transac- 
tions of the Antiquarian Society ; Porphyry's " De antro Nympharum" 
appended to Taylor's Proclus; and Montf. III., iii., ii, &c. 
• 1822 (July). — A labourer who was employed winning stones in Stob- 
cross-field, in the estate of Thrislington, in the parish of Bishop-Middle- 
ham, Durham, turned up with his pick-axe some broad limenstone flags, 
scarcely 18 inches below the surface, and discovered lying beneath 
them a perfect human skeleton. On the right side, near the hip 
bone, lay the iron head apparently of a lance or javelin. This first 
discovery was on the highest ground of the field. Another skeleton 
was found about 20 yards to the north-west, with a smaller lance head, 
also of iron. Eight or nine other sepulchres containing hmnan bones, 
were afterwards opened at various distances, but all apparently gath- 
ered round the crown of the field, where perhaps lay the chieftain of the 
race : in none of these were found any implement either of war or peace. 
The mode of sepulture was uniform and simple. The soil and marie, 
or soft limestone, had been cleared away to the depth of about two 
feet, and the skeleton lay on the level marie. On each side a row of 
large round stones was arranged, and on these were supported broad 
flags of limestone, which covered the deposit. The distance and reg- 
ularity of the graves seem to forbid the supposition of their tenants 
having fallen in battle, but that it was the family burial-place of some 
early Saxon owner of the soil, before the conversion of his tribe to 
Christianity. In one deposit there were the remains either of a 
female or a very young person ; in another, the bones of a horse, and 
also some smaller animal, perhaps a dog, were found mingled with 
human remains. The graves were not dug east and west, but in 
various directions. The larger lance head measured nearly eight 
inches in length, and a little above one inch in diameter ; the smaller 
seven inches by nearly one inch in diameter. The teeth of the two 
skeletons near which the lance heads were found were quite perfect. 
Some small portions of wood were adhering to the larger lance head. 



July. — The owners of Hetton colliery having occasion to make a 
reservoir for water at the summit of Warden Law, a hill of consid** 
erable altitude in the county of Durham, at the depth of ten feet, the 
workmen discovered an oak tree, which measured seventy feet long, 
three feet in diameter at one end, and two feet at the other. The 
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branches extended thirty feet further, which made the whole length 
one hundred feet. The workmen bored down ten feet further, and 
found nothing but wood, but it was not dug out. A large quantity 
of nuts and nut-bushes was found, the former were very perfect. 
About the aame time, a^ some quarrymen were laying bare a quarry 
belonging to the aame owners, they discovered a human skeleton about 
three feet below the surface, with an old fashioned button and two 
breeches knee-buckleB, which had probably been worn by the deceased. 
— Local Bee. 

1 822 (July 9).-I>ied, in All Sunts' poor-house, N'ewcastle, Benjamin 
Starkey, in his €5th year. This eccentric, well known by the name of 
Cctptain 8tarkey, being a free burgess, was for some time an inmate of 
the Freemen's hospitiJ, in the Manor-chan, but previous to his death 
had been removed to the poor-house. Mr. Starkey, who was uncom- 
monly polite, had a pecnliaily smooth method of obtaining the loan of 
a halfpenny, and for which he was always ready to give his promissory 
note, which his creditors held as curiosities. His memoirs, written by 
himself, with a portrut and fac-simile of his hand-writong, were pub- 
lished in Newcastle, in 1818. — Ibid. 



CHAPTER X. 



N the month of July, 1822, the worianen 

employed in digging for the foundations 

of the new gaol at Morpeth, found, at the 

depth of fifteen feet below the Burfa^e, 

many deers horns, and a cowrie shell, one 

and a half inch long umbilicated, faintly 

freckled with yellowish spots, fine brown 

spots on each side, and dark spota glazed 

over with white on the white part of the 

spire and mai^n ; also large oak trees, and wood and nut» of the 

hazletree — ^remains unquestionably of antient woods that had grown 

upon the spot. In cutting through the wear of the miU, it appeared 

to have been heightened, as the bed of the river above it was filled up 

with gravel and sleek brought from the country above. — HodgsofCs 

Northd. 

July 11. — An adjournment of the general quarter seedons of the 
peace for the county of Northumberland, was held at Morpeth, for 
the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the new gaol, house of 
correction, and sessions-house at Morpeth. About twelve o'clock, his 
grace the duke of Northumberland, lord-lieutenant and custos rotulo- 
rum of the county, arrived at Mrs. Sunderland's, the Queen's Head 
inn, when, soon afterwards, the procession proceeded in due form to 
the EJte of the intended building. On arriving at the spot, the various 
coins of bis majesty George IV. were placed in a glass vase, as also 
three beantiful coronation medals of gold, silver, and bronze, and a 
brass plate with a suitable inscription, were deposited in a cavity cat 
in the stone to receive them. A large and massy stone of one ton 
weight was then raised, and being lowered to its proper place, was 
adjusted and laid by his grace in the usual form. The silvw trowel 
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was presented to his grace by the chairman, Thonias Glennell, esq., at 
the same time addressing his lordship in very appropriate terms. The 
duke then returned thanks to the numerous assemblage present, and 
to the magistrates in particular, for the compliment paid him in invi- 
ting him to lay the stone — that he always was particularly attentive to 
every wish to serve the county — that it gave him great pleasure to 
attend, as far as possible, to their wishes at all times — ^that he felt 
the greatest pleasure in learning from the chairman of the county, 
that the calendar for the ensuing assizes was only deformed by one 
capital offence, a great proof of the good morals of the county — ^and 
he was happy to say, he observed an increasing prosperity in the 
county at large. He concluded by trusting, that when the building 
was finished, it would be the only house in the county unoccupied. 
There was a large assemblage of ladies, filling a temporary gallery pur- 
posely erected for their acconmiodation, and well suited for a general 
view of the ceremony. The new gaol is situated on the south side of the 
Wansbeck, on the east side of the great north road, and under banks 
that overlook it from the south. Mr. Dobson, architect, Newcastle, 
was the successful candidate, for this great undertaking, which has 
been completed under his direction at the cost of <f 71,000. The 
whole of it ha« an outline of an octagonal form, stands upon three 
acres of ground, and consists of an outer wall from 20 to 30 feet high, 
a gateway, sessions house, chapel, house of correction, wards for 
debtors and felons, and a govemor^s house. It is in the castellated 
style of Edward the First, and like that of Caernarvon castle. The 
gateway is aa imposing mass of building, 72 feet high, on the second 
floor of which is the sessions house or hall for county meetings, 92 feet 
by 64, and 41 feet high : it is an heptagonal semicircle, surrounded by 
a gallery, large enough to hold 3,500 persons. The ceiling of this and 
the other principal rooms are ribbed and vaulted in a style suited to 
the character of the exterior of the buflding. It was first used for a 
county meeting, when the measure of reform in parliament was 
brought forward in it in February, 1831, and for sessions in April 
following. All the cells on the ground floor, both of the gaol and 
house of correction, are vaulted and groined in very admirable work, 
done by Messrs King, Kyle, and Hall, masons, who, also, executed 
the masonry of the rest of the bmlding in a masterly manner. It 
has been in use as a prison since November, 1828. — HodgsovCs Northd, 
1822 (July 22). — The rev. John Hodgson had the rubbish partly 
removed from the western side of the southern gateway of the Soman 
station of Borcovicus, or Housesteads, and found the ground-work of 
the jamb on one side, and of the pillar on the other, formed of very 
large stones, bevelled on the upper bed to a scarcement of about three 
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inches. The passage-way was 1 feet 2 inohes wide, and flagged with 
large sqtuired ft^e^nes ; but obstructed at two feet inwards by a 
stone about three feet long and broad, and one foot high, and carefully 
set in the flagging, which on each side of it was deeply worn by the 
feet of passengers. This apparent obstruction, he afterwards ascer- 
tained from the pivot holes in the floor against ea«h waU, had been 
for the two leaves of a folding-door to shut agunst. The annesed 
sketch of the appearance of one-half of this gateway, as cleared from 
rubbish, was made by Mr. Hodgson from memory, and engraved in 
the account of the Mithraio antiquities found at this place in the 
preceduig month, and published by the Antiquarian Society of New- 
castle. — Hodffmn's Northd. 



1822 (July 26). — Died, in London, Mr. John Emery, the celebrated 
actor, aged 4>6 years. Mr. Emery was a native of Sunderiand, and was 
educated at Eoclesfield, m Yorkshire, where he doubtless acquired 
that knowledge of the dialect which obtained him so much celebrity. 
He may be said to have been bom an actor, both his parents having 
followed that profession with some degree of provincial fame. In 
parts designedly written for him, he had no competitor; and Tyke 
(School of Reform) and Giles (Miller's Maid), in parts of which his 
acting was truly terriflc and appalling, will long be remembered. Be- 
sides his histrionic powers, he was an excellent mutacian, a poet, and 
a painter: his drawings of coaat scenery particularly, being much 
admired, and when offered for sale fetching high prices. — Gmfs. Mag. 

July 25. — Robert Ruasell, of Newcastle, undertook to walk 101 
miles in twenty-four successive hours, and completed this arduous task 
four minutes within the time. The spot chosen for this feat was the 
ground whereon George Wilson had exhibited. This was Russell's 
first pedestrian essay. — L<xal Bee. 

August 6. — At a meeting of the literary and Philosophical society 
of Newcastle, it was ^reed to purchase the celebrated Wycliflfe 
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museum, late in the possession of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, 
which was to have been sold by public auction, but which had been 
purchased entbe by private contract (for the purpose of offering it to 
the society), by G. T. Fox, esq., of Westoe, and some other spirited 
individuals. The thanks of the society were also voted to Mr. Fox, 
for the liberal manner in which he had accommodated the society 
in the conditions of the purchase. The collection contains nearly a 
complete Ust of British birds, more especiaUy of the rarer kmds, with 
a very valuable selection of foreign birds, together with a curious col- 
lection of insects, shells, reptiles, minerals, and a great variety of 
miscellaneous curiosities. The preceding year Dr. Glanny, of Sun- 
derland, presented to this society a very fine collection of insects made 
at the Gape of Good Hope by C. Colcleugh, esq., which is so much 
the more interesting to the entomologist, as it is understood to be 
complete.* These form a valuable addition to the beautiful collec- 
tion from Demerara, which had been presented to the society some 
time before by Major George Anderson, of Newcastle, and which were 
afterwards scientifically arranged by G. T. Fox, esq. — Local Bee, 

1822 (Aug. 8). — A spermaceti whale was killed off Linemouth, near 
Cresswell, Northumberland ; it was 61 feet long, and 37 feet 4 inches 
in girth. The breadth of its tail was 14 feet ; of its head, 10 feet 9 
inches ; and the space from the eyes to the nose 21 feet. The upper 
jaw projected 5 feet over the lower one, which had 2 rows of teeth, 
externally resembling ivory, but porous and ash coloured within. Its 
height, when first thrown on shore, was 12 feet ; and it produced 9 
tons and 158 gallons of oil. It was claimed by the proprietors of the 
land on each side of the Line ; but the admiralty settled the dispute 
between the claimants by seizing the oil, and fixing their broad arrow 
upon the bones, which were latterly given up to Mr. Cresswell Baker, 
and removed into the pleasure grounds at Cresswell, where they will 
be long admired as objects of rarity and vastness of size. For several 
days after it was killed, immense crowds of people flocked from the 
adjacent country, and even from great distances to see it ; and its 
stupendous size never failed to rivet the attention of all who viewed 
it. — Hodgson's Northd, 

August 9. — ^Robert Peat, of Ravens worth, near Richmond, aged 50 
years, was executed in front of the county courts at Durham, pursu- 
ant to his sentence, for poisoning, by putting a quantity of laudanum 
into the broth of a relation named Robert Peat, at Darlington, from 
whom he had stolen his will. — Local Papers. 

* It is due to Dr. Clanny to state that the Lar, figured at page 21d» was presented 
to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, by that gentleman. 
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1822 (Aug. 13). — On the morning, after very tempeBtnous weather, 
the wind blowing with great violence from the W.S.W., and a good deal 
of sea getting up, the commodore felt it his daty to advise his majesty 
king George lY. (then on bis voyage to Scotland) to anchor for shel- 
ter in Berwick roads, which was aooordingly done at 9 a m., the BoyaJ 
Sovereign Yaoht being in oranpany. During the stay of the royal 
squadron in the roads, a loyal ad<k«ss from the inhabitants of Ber- 
wick was sent off, which was read to his majesty at the palace of 
Holyrood, and which was most graciously received. — Local Papen. 

August 30. — His royal highness the duke of Sussex visited the 
city of Durhqpi, where a masonic provincial grand lodge was held to 
receive him. A splendid procession took plaee, during which his royal 
highness was loudly cheered. He afterwards dined with the masons in 
their hall. On the following day his royal highness proceeded to 
Sunderland, by the river Wear, in company with Mr. Lambton, in 
that gentleman's bai^. The ships in the harbour were decorated 
with flags, and the people loudly cheered him. On entering the car- 
riage that awaited his arrival, the populace took the horses out, and 
drew him to the house of A. Fenwick, esq., where he partook of a 
cold collation. Previous to leaving Sunderland, his royal highness 
addressed the crowd, and thanked them for the kind reception with 
which they had honoured him. — September 2d, his royal highness 
honoured Newcastle with his presence, in order to lay the foundation 
stone of the new building for the literary and philosophical society in 
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Westgate-street. At noon, his royal highness, in Mr. Lambton^s 
carriage, drawn by six horses, accompanied by lady Louisa Lambton, 
Mr. Lambton, and Mr. Stephenson, reached Grateshead toll-bar, his 
suite following in other carriages, when the populace took out the 
horses, and drew the royal visitor down Grateshead, amidst the cheering 
of the multitude assembled on the occasion ; his royal highness return- 
ed their salutes with great affability. On the arrival of the cavalcade 
at Tyne bridge, he was met by Alfred Hall, esq., sheriff of Newcastle, 
accompanied by a number of gentlemen, who welcomed the royal 
visitor on his entrance into that ancient and loyal town, to which he 
made a suitable reply. A salute of 21 guns was at this time fired 
from the castle, whilst the bridge for some minutes exhibited one 
solid mass of carriages and people. Sir M. W. Bidley, bart., and 
Guthbert Ellison, esq., the members for the town (who had accom- 
panied the sheriff to pay their respects to his royal highness), got up 
in front of the carriage to usher in the duke ; and sir Matthew ad- 
dressed the populace, insisting that the people of Newcastle should 
now have the honour of drawing his royal highness, as he had passed 
the limits of the county of Durham. This was immediately done, and 
they proceeded to the mansion-house, when an address, previously 
voted to the noble duke by the common council, was read by the 
recorder, after which his royal highness was presented with the free- 
dom of the town. The company then sat down to a cold collation. 
An especial grand lodge of ancient Free masons of England was 
held at the concert-room in the Bigg market. Between one and two 
o^clock, the different lodges in their official badges, accompanied by 
the insignia of their fraternity, proceeded in grand procession to the 
Mansion-house, and marched thence to the site of the building, which 
it reached a Uttle before three o''clock. His royal highness took pos- 
session of a throne prepared for him ; sir M. W. Ridley, bart, sat on 
his right hand, and J. G. Lambton, esq. on his left. The masonic 
ceremony of laying the stone then took place, amid the loud cheering 
of a great assemblage of people, who had been admitted by tickets, 
and for whose accommodation a secure scaffolding had been erected. 
A plate, with a suitable inscription, and an elegantly cut glass vase 
(which was presented for that purpose by Mr. Joseph Price), con- 
taining the coins of the reign of George IV., were deposited in a 
cavity in the stone. The large Assembly-room having been liberally 
granted by the committee of proprietors for the accommodation of 
his royal highness, nearly three hundred gentlemen assembled in it to 
dinner, about five o'clock, sir M. W. Ridley, bart., in the chair. 
About nine o'clock, the duke took his leave, and proceeded with sir 
M. W. Ridley, bart., to Blagdon. September 4th, his royal highness 
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passed through Alnwick, on his way to earl Grey's seat at Howick. 
A great concourse of people assembled to receive the royal visitor, 
and his carriage was drawn through the town by the populace, amid 
eniliusiastic cheers, the waving of handkerchiefs, and the firing of 
cannon. His royal highness was very affitble, and extremely pleased 
with the kind, hospitable, and enthusiastic reception with which he 
had been greeted during his visit to the north. September 9th, his 
royal highness passed through Newcastle on his way to Baby castle, 
whither he arrived the same day, on a visit to the earl of Darlington. 
— Local Papers. 

1822 (Sept. 10). — Died, at her house, in Unionnstreet, Newcastle, 
after a short illness, Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, in her 63d year, printer 
and proprietor of the Newcastle Chronicle, by which event society 
suffered the loss of an upright and useful member ; ilie place of her 
residence, an enlightened and indefatigable manager of several of its 
charitable institutions, particularly of the Lying-in hospital; her 
family, an affectionate and judicious parent ; and an extensive circle, 
a most warm-hearted and active friend. September 15th, 1822, a 
funeral sermon, on occasion of the lamented death of Mrs. Hodgson, 
was preached in Hanover^square chapel, by the rev. William Turner. 
— Local Bee, 

September 23. — The first annual exhibition of the Northumber- 
land institution for the promotion of the fine arts, took place in the 
rooms which had been prepared for the purpose, by Mr. T. M. Rich- 
ardson, in Brunswick place, Newcastle, and many capital pictures 
from artists of first rate talent were exposed to public view. This 
exhibition continued annually untOl the Northern Academy of Arts 
was built in Blackett-street. — Ibid, 

September 27. — Died, at Low Famham, Northumberland, Mrs. 
Gailierine Green, aged 102 years. — Local Papers. 

October 9. — Died, at Oullercoats, near Tynemouth, William Mills, 
aged 101 years. — Ibid, 

October 24 and 25. — ^Afber a very severe gale, with thick fog, 
from the north-east, (but veering towards its conclusion, to the eaat 
and south of east), thousands of that handsome little bird, the Golden 
Crested Begulus (Regvivs Auricapittus)^ were seen to arrive upon the 
sea-shore and sand-banks of the Northumbrian coast ; many of them 
so fatigued by ilie length of their flight, or perhaps by the unfavour- 
able shift of wind, as to be unable to rise again from the ground, and 
great numbers were in consequence caught or destroyed. This flight 
must have been immense in quantity, as its extent was traced through 
the whole length of the coasts of Northumberland and Durham. 
There appears little doubt of this having been a migration from the 
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more northern provinces of Europe, (probably furnished by the pine- 
forests of Norway, Sweden, &c.), from the circumstance of its arrival 
being simultaneous with that of large flights of the Woodcock, Field- 
fare, and Redwing. A more extraordinary circumstance in the econ- 
omy of this bird took place during the same winter, viz. the total 
disappearance of the whole tribe, natives as well as strangers, through- 
out Scotland and the north of England. This happened towards the 
conclusion of the month of January 1823, and a few days previous to 
the long-continued snow-storm so severely felt through the northern 
counties of England, and along the eastern parts of Scotland. The 
range and point of this migration are unascertained, but it must 
probably have been a distant one, from the fact of not a single pair 
having returned to breed, or pass the succeeding summer, in the situ- 
ations they had been known always to frequent. Nor was one of the 
species to be seen till the following October, or about the usual time 
for our receiving an annual accession of strangers to our own indigen- 
ous birds. — Selhy's Brit, Om. 

1822 (Oct. 24). — In addition to the inconvenience arising from the 
strike of the keelmen on the Tyne, a number of seamen proceeded 
from Shields up the river in boats, and took the crews from some of 
the vessels which were loading at the spouts. The mayor of New- 
castle, Robert Bell, esq., proceeded down the river, in his barge, with 
a party of the volunteers and police, and took thirty-two of the rioters 
into custody, and carried them down to the Low Lights, at Shields, 
when thirty were put on board the king^s cutter. A mob assembled 
on the sands, and demanded the liberation of the prisoners, which 
was refused, and the riot act was read by a Northumberland ma^s- 
trate, soon after which the crowd dispersed. On the following day 
the prisoners were conveyed from the cutter in carts, under a strong 
military guard to the castle of Newcastle, to which place a number of 
refractory seamen, &c., followed the prisoners. Previous to their 
arrival, all the avenues leading to the castle were guarded by parties 
of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer cavalry, and dis- 
mounted troop, to prevent the admission of the anticipated crowd, 
and a powerful phalanx was placed in front of the castle gates. On 
the arriviJ of the party in the Castle-garth, the conduct of the mob 
was so outrageous, that the riot act was read by the right worshipful 
the mayor, and two of the ringleaders were taken into custody, one 
of whom was recognized as having been very active at Shields, while 
the prisoners were conveyed from the cutter to the carts. A military 
guard remained all night in ihe castle. — Local Papers. 

A neat stcme edifice for a school-house, was this year, erected in 
the village of Newbum, by the duke of Northmnberlimd. — Ibid. 
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1822 (Oct 2d).— Died raiddenly, at hia 
house, Villiers-street, Bbhopwearmouth, 
aged 72 years, T. Collingwood, esq. M. D^, 
member of the Medical Society, London ; 
Board of Agriculture, and seroral other 
learned institutioDs, many of which owe 
their origin to him. Dr. Collingwood was 
bom at Bates^ oroes, near Berwick, on tlie 
7th of July, 1751, tuod was lineally descen- 
ded from sir David Collingwood, of Bran- 
don, a branch of the anoient and renowned 
CoUingwoods of Northumberland. As an agriculturist and mathe- 
matician he ranked high ; his communications with the board on rural 
afiairs were much esteemed ; indeed, in a literary point of view, his 
productions were varied and numerous. Medicine, poetry, agriculture, 
and even the drama, at times employed his pen. — Local Papen. 

November 2. — Half yearly statute hiringa for fanners^ servants were 
estalilished in Sunderland, to be held on the first and second Satur- 
days in November, and the first and second Saturdays in May, is 
every year. The first was held on the above day, — Hid. 

November 5. — ^A cattle market was established in Sonderland, to 
be held fortnightly on the Tuesday. — Ihid. 

November 18. — The Hetton coal company effected the first ship- 
ment of coals at their newly erected staith on the banks of the river 
Wear at Sunderiand. The waggon-way, which extends over a space 
of eight miles from the colliery to the river, and in its course crosses 
Warden Law (one of the highest hills in this ptut of the country), 
was crowded mth spectators to witness the first operations of the 
powerful and ingenious machinery employed for conveying the ooal- 
waggons. Five of Mr. George Stephenson's patent travelling en^pnes, 
two sixty horse power fixed reciprocating en^es, and five self-acting 
inclined planes (all under the direction of Mr. Robert Stephenson, 
the company's resident engineer) mmultaneously performing their 
various and complicated offices, with a precision and exactness of the 
most simple machinery, exhibited a spectacle at once interesting to 
science, and enoonra^g to commerce. After the buaness of the 
day, the owners of the colliery, with about fifty of their fnends, dined 
at Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge inn, Bishopwearmouth. — Ibid. 

November. — This month, about a mile south of Whitburn, in the 
county of Durtiam, the sand having been removed by the tide, the 
stumps of seven trees were seen at about one hundred yards in the sea, 
measuring from high-water mark. The largest was described as about 
six feet in diameter, and was clearly in the situation in which it had 
VOL. ui. 2 L 
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grown. There was a considerable accumulation of vegetable matter 
round them, containing leaves, nuts, and broken pieces of branches ; 
next below this was a light blue clay, in which the trees appeared to 
have grown. — Arch, ^liana* 

1822 (Dec. 10). — The beginning of this month, the keelmen of the 
Tyne resumed their labours, after a suspension of about ten weeks, 
under alleged grievances which the coal owners had determined to 
resist. At periods during the stick they were very refractory, but by 
the vigilance of the navy and military employed, together with the 
prompt assistance of the magistracy, their turbulence was suppressed. 
The Swan cutter was moored on the south side of the river, opposite 
to Newcastle quay, and fired her morning and evening gun. This 
was supposed to bo the only instance of a ship of war having been so 
far up the Tyne since the rebellion in 1745-6, when troops were 
landed at Newcastle from king^s ships. In consequence of the restor- 
ation of order, the mayor conveyed the thanks of the civil authorities, 
on the above day, to the officers, seamen, and marines of his majesty'^s 
ships the Egeria, Nimrod, and Swan, previous to their departure 
from the port, the acknowledgments of the civil authorities, and of 
the gentlemen interested in the coal trade were likewise conveyed to 
lieut. col. Holmes, 3rd dragoon guards ; lieut. col. Brandling, of the 
Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer cavalry, and the hon. cap- 
tain Liddell, of the Eavensworth cavalry, for their services in support 
of the civil power, and the exemplary conduct of the troops under 
their command. — Local Papers. 

December 19. — David George Clayter, a private in the 3rd regi- 
ment of dragoon guards, was found dead in a field at Sandhoe, near 
Hexham, having shot himself through the body with a horse pistol 
which was lying near him. The cause and circumstances of this 
fidiocking act, as developed before the coroner and a respectable jury, 
were most heart rending, it being clear that the unfortunate young man 
(who had been six years in the regiment, and was highly and deserv- 
edly respected by his officers and comrades) fell a victim to his ardent 
attachment to his wife ! About a month before, he had be^i married 
at Gretna green, to a young woman named Jane Stokoe, servant in a 
respectable family in Carlisle, (where he was quartered), and a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Balph Stokoe, smith and publican, at Sandhoe. This 
match having displeased the parents, the mother went to Carlisle, 
and persuaded the daughter to return home with her, under the pre- 
text of paying a visit to her family, but in reality under the idea that 
a marriage at Gretna Green was not binding, and that the connexion 
might be dissolved if the parties were once separated. After the 
departure of his wife and her mother, the unfortunate husband find- 
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ing that they had taken away every article of the wife^s clothing 
from their lodgings, and comparing this circmnstance with the pre- 
vious conversation of the mother, the dreadful truth flashed upon his 
mind, and, in a state of distraction he wrote a most affecting letter 
to his wife, which did not reach her hand, as she had previously been 
sent away to a relation's at Sunderland bridge, in the county of 
Durham ; but it was opened by her friends at Sandhoe. Not receiv- 
ing an answer, he obtained a furlough up to the 18th of December, 
and set out on Sunday the 15th for Sandhoe, where he arrived early on 
the following morning. Here, of course, he could not find the object of 
his search, nor obtain from her parents any account whither she had 
gone, which they studiously kept from him. This raised his mind to 
a state bordering on phrenzy, and he wandered between Sandhoe and 
Hexham, until the 19th, when he terminated his existence as above 
stated. Tied round his arm were a letter to his mother-in-law, dated 
the 18th, upbraiding her as the cruel cause of the act he was about 
to commit, and two letters dated the I7th and 18th, to his wife, 
incoherently written, but breathing the most ardent affection for her, 
and enclosing in one of them a cheque upon the Neath bank in Gla- 
morganshire, for three hundred pounds, with six years' interest, which 
he bequeathed to her, hoping that she would never want. These two 
letters were enclosed in a note to his wife's brother in Hexham, 
desiring him to forward them to her, as he could rely on no one else 
to do it, and mentioning that one of them contained <£*400. These 
letters were severally read at the coroner's inquest, and their perusal 
excited a deep sympathy in the coroner and jury. Verdict lunacy. — 
Local Bee. 

1822 (Dec. 23). — Died, at Homerton, Mr. John Glennell, aged 50. 
He was a native of Newcastle upon Tyne, where he was for a consid- 
erable period engaged in one of the manufactories of that town ; but 
the ardour of his mind impelled him to the preference of literary pur- 
suits, and in these and in the congenial labours of tuition, his latter 
years were solely employed. His thirst of knowledge was very great, 
nor less his desire of its difiusion for general good. He published many 
years ago an " Essay on the Disclosure of the Processes of Manu- 
facturers," first read to the literary and philosophical society of his 
native town, of which, as of several other similar institutions in Scot- 
land, he was a member. For some time he conducted a periodical 
work, devoted to his favourite object of making the secrets of arts 
and manufactures public property. He was also a contributor to 
several of the cyclopsedias. — Man. Mag. 

December 25. — The new Presbyterian church, in Clavering-place, 
Newcastle (the rev. James Pringle pastor), was opened for divine 
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seroce. The rev. J. Mitchell, D.D. of Anderston, Q-lasgow, and the 
rev. J. McGilohriet, of Dunse, officiated on Uie occasion, Mr. Pringle 
being absent on a miadon to Gibraltar. — Local Bee. 

I822.-^An act of parliament waa obtained for lighting, paving 
oleaasing, watching and otherwise improving tlie town of Alnwick. — 
MaciMsiea Nortid. 



This year, the Boman sculpture 
figured (1.) in the margin, was found 
on the line of the Boman wall, at a 
few yards west of Denton hall. The 
other antiquities have been found at 
various periods, and are all at Denton 
hall. The second is what is generally 
termed a onlt. The third a creeity 
trouffh,* having some illegible letters, 
and an unknown shield of arms on 
the udes; doubtJees the anne and 
name of its proprietor. The fine 
font represented above belonged to 
the chapel adjacent to the hall, 
which owed ita origin to the priors 
of Tynemoutb, who possessed this 
place. It is finely carved, of great 

antiquity, and in excellent preservation. — M8. Col. 

Primitive methodist chapel Westgate (parish of Stanhope) Doriiun, 

foimded. The renters of births and baptisms, 79 entries, exten<Ung 

from 1824 to 1837.—^. of Pari. Com. 

• •■ CsEKiHG-TBODCJH — ft la^ TlMlnd OT BqiiBre mortar for Oredag m pDimding b>rlef or 
whmt with, till each «eed of corn be iMUd or freed ttom hiuk, and the barley becomes 
fit for boiling in milk or broth, and wheat to make into fnuDeaty. These Creeing-trougha 
are still to be found about the old laird and farm bouses in the north of England and are 
omameDted in varioas forms and hare the initials of their owners engraved upon them." — 
Hodgvm-i MS. Ghi. nf North of England Wordt. 
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1822. — Bond-street, now Pnidhoe-street, in Newcastle, was (bctBed. 
— Local Papert. 

This year, a number of the old houses in the Side, Newcastle, 
extending upwards ieora tlie Dog-leap-stairs, were pulled down and 
rebuilt, and the street considerably widened. The removal of the 
old houses exposed k> view, for a short time, a circular tower which 
flanks the Block-gate on its eastern side. This tower is represented 
in the annexed engraving, and remains in very perfect condition, 
especially towards its base. — M8. Col. 



SEUI-CIRCDLAR BASTION Of THE BLACK GATE (1822). 

This year, wore o(»npleted ezten^ve repairs, and additions to 
Cfu-Uol tower, in New Bridge street, which had been principally 
efiected in 1821. They consisted of the enlaig^nent of the apart- 
m^ts, the opening of two windows on the inside, of the repair of 
the roof, and of the addition of the eturcaee, tower, &a., alterations 
creditable to the taste of the company of weavers, whose hall it is ; 
but not in accordance with tlie style of the building. — M8. Col. 

This year, a stone bridge, eighty feet in length, and twenty feet in 
breadth, was built over Dipton-bum, in Nortbumberiand, This 
brook, was frequently very hazardous to pass after rains. — Ibid. 

1823 (Jan. 3). — Mr. Chariton, surgeon, of Wylam, having at a 
late hour been called upon in haste to ^ve his attendance at Oring- 
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ham, borrowed a spirited horse of a friend, that he might proceed 
with the least possible delay. He had not gone above half a mile, 
when he perceived his horse stumble, and he immediately threw him- 
self from the saddle. It was fortunate he did so, for the next instant 
his horse had fallen down a precipice of nearly seventy feet, and, 
incredible as it may seem, the animal sustained no injury, but immed- 
iately dashed into the Tyne, and swam to the opposite side. Search 
was made after him, and hearing his master^s voice, he was heard to 
neigh even across the river in token of recognition, and was ulti- 
mately restored without blemish. — Local Papers. 

1823 (Jan. 4). — The paper-mill of Mr. B. Ord, at Moorsley banks, 
near Durham, took fire, owing to that part of the machinery which 
is called ^' The Devil,*" and is used in tearing rags, preparatory to 
their being converted into paper, having, from the great heat caused 
by its rapid motion, become ignited. An old man named Miller, who 
was left in the care of the mill for the night, gave the alarm, and Mr. 
Ord and his workmen, who resided on the premises, having been 
roused from their beds, proceeded to arrest the progress of the flames, 
and, after considerable exertion, succeeded in getting the fire under, 
but not until considerable damage had been done. The old man ^ 
afterwards died of the injury he received by the machinery in en- 
deavouring to extinguish the fire before he gave the alarm. — Ibid. 

January 10. — A fire broke out in the residence of John Walker, 
esq., at Westgate-hill, near Newcastle, by which the back parts of 
the premises were entirely consumed. It originated in a lodging 
room, from the rush-light setting fire to the bed curtains. — lUd, 

January 11. — Died, in Newcastle, in the 70th year of his age, 
Robert Doubleday, esq., a most active and enlightened member of 
society. For twenty-six years he filled the office of vice-president 
and chairman of the monthly meetings of the literary and philosophi- 
cal society of that town, and for nearly half a century discharged the 
duties of secretary to the Dispensary. He was, besides, secretary to 
the Fever hospital, and the Lying-in charity, chairman of the com- 
mittee of the Boyal Jubilee school, and a director of the Savings^ 
bank. His humane and liberal disposition rendered him zealous in 
the discharge of the duties of these offices, and anxious, by every 
means in his power, to promote the interests of these several institu- 
tions. There is a fine portrait of Mr. Doubleday published by Mr. 
Chamley. — Local Bee. 

January 17. — Died, in London, in his 72nd year, Gteorge Edwards, 
esq., M. D., author of several works on political economy. Mr. Ed- 
wards was a native of Bamardcastle, in the coimty of Durham. — 
Mon, Mag. 
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1823 (Jan. 27). — Died, at his house, in Bedford-row, London, in the 
86th year of his age, the celebrated Charles Hutton, LL.D., F.R.S., 
and for upwards of forty years professor of mathematios in the royal 
military academy at Woolwich. Dr. Hutton was bom in Percy- 
street, Newcastle. Like many others, he was entirely a self-taught 
mathematician. In the years 1755 and 1756, Charles Hutton (whose 
father was employed in the coUeries) worked as a hewer in old Long 
Benton colliery, but a lameness in his arm, from an accident when 
young, rendering him unfit for so laborious an employment ; he opened 
a school in the village of Jesmond, but afterwards removing to New- 
castle, he taught with great reputation till 1773, when on the 29th 
of May that year he was appointed by the board of ordnance to the 
professorship of mathematics in the royal military academy at Wool- 
wich, in the room of Mr. Cowley, superannuated. He was elected 
from a number of candidates, after a strict examination of several 
days. The following year Mr. Hutton was elected a fellow of the 
royal society. In 1770 he published in Newcastle, his " Treatise on 
Mensuration, 4to., dedicated to his grace the duke of Northumber- 
land. The celebrated Mr. Thomas Bewick, then an apprentice to 
Mr. Beilby, commenced his career as a wood-engraver, by engraving 
the mathematical diagrams for this work. His publications were 
very numerous, and have nearly all become standard works in the 
mathematical seminaries. The beautiful marble bust of him, exe- 
cuted by Gahagan, and which had been presented to himself, Sept- 
ember 21st, 1822, by a committee of the subscribers, he bequeathed 
to the literary and philosophical society of Newcastle. After the 
expenses of the bust were paid, a considerable surplus remained on 
hand, with this the committee agreed to engrave a die for striking 
off medals (one of which to be given in a case to each subscriber), 
to contain on the obverse the head of Dr. Hutton in profile, with an 
appropriate legend — on the reverse^ emblems of two philosophical 
discoveries by him ; the one on the density of the earth, and the 
other on the exact force or strength of gunpowder, with an appro- 
priate motto. — Mrs. Hutton died at Jesmond, near Newcastle, May 
26th, 17S5.— Local Bee. 

January. — The workmen commenced pulling down the Maison de 
Dim^ built in 1412, over which was the merchants^ court, at the 
east end of the guildhall, Newcastle, for the purpose of building a 
new hall for the company of free merchants, and imdemeath a fish- 
market. Besides being a great ornament to the east end of the 
guildhall, it has removed a nuisance (the fish stalls) from the Sandhill, 
and has also widened the entrance to the quay, which before was in- 
conveniently narrow for the constant traffic in that part. In diggmg 
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for a foundation for the new building, part of the foundation of the 
townVwall, which had extended along tho quay, was removed by 
blasting, in doing which, at the depth of about twelve feet irom the 
surface, a tnason^s chisel was taken out of the centre of the old 
wall, and which must have remained there From its first building. — 
Local Bee. 



UAieoN DE Died, 



1823 (January and February). — Northumberland and Duriiam were 
visited by a dreadful snow storm, which, drifting into immense heaps, 
prevented the ordinary intercourse of business, as travelling, in any 
shape was impracticable. The various stage coaches were of course 
detained at Newcastle. For a whole week, the north and west mails 
neither reached nor were dispatched from that town. On Ciateshead- 
fell the snow was so drifted, as in one place to be level with the top 
of a two story house, and here the guard of the London mail must 
have perished, but for the timely assistance of some pitmen, who 
brought forward the letter bags on their backs. So great was the 
fall of snow north of Newcastle, that the mail coach got so completely 
fixed in it, near Swarland, that it was obliged to be abandoned, after 
which, it was so rapidly covered with snow, and so buried, as to leave 
no trace of the place where it was, mitil after many day's thaw, when 
the top became visible. The west turnpike, near Newcastle, was 
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alfio oompletely drifted up, and when cut through, exhibited a very 
singular appearance, as the snow dyke stood in many places twelve 
and fourteen feet high. Newcastle, on some of the market days 
during the snow blockade, exhibited no greater bustle than on the 
ordinary days. On one day during the storm, the mails were dis- 
patched to the north on thirteen saddle horses, the novelty of which 
excited considerable interest. Travellers were detained at many 
country places till all the provisions at the inns were exhausted. 
Sir Garnaby Haggerston, bart., hoi^itably entertained a large party 
of strangers in this predicament, at his seat at Haggerston, in North- 
umberland. Great damage was done to the shipping, many being 
wrecked near Bamborough. At Durham the snow began to fall, Jan- 
uary 11th, accompanied by a dense fog. On the 28th, some signs of 
a change appeared, and on the 29th, the ice on the river Wear began 
to give way, but on Saturday the 31st, another heavy fall of snow 
commenced, and continued almost incessantly for three days. The 
roads in every direction were entirely blown up, and from Sunday, 
February 2nd, till the following Sunday, neither the mail nor any of 
the other coaches reached Durham, either from the north or the 
south. The London mail reached Darlington regularly, and Bushy- 
ford with some difficulty, from thence the bags were forwarded on 
horseback. February 2nd, the Highflyer and Telegraph stuck fast in 
the snow drift on the height of Butcher-race, and on Friday the 7th, 
the mail and another coach were stopped at the same place; ten 
horses were applied to the mail in vain, and within half an hour after, 
both coaches were completely covered with a snow wreath, and re- 
mained so for two days. On Sunday, February the 9th, the mail 
from the south arrived in Durham, drawn by six horses, and the same 
day the north mail, which had been detained in Durham for a week, 
reached Newcastle with great difficulty. The storm, which continued 
for about six weeks, was far more severe than that of 1814. — Local 
Papers, 

Towards the dose of this storm, when few people had ventured 
from their houses, James Horsley, a respectable farmer in the vicinity 
of Lemington Branch, near Alnwick, having some urgent business to 
transact, sallied forth on horseback ; but such was the pathless state 
of the country, that he found it necessary to dismount and lead the 
animal at the length of the bridle, and by breaking the snow before 
him succeeded in making certain, but excessively labourious progress. 
He had not .travelled far in this manner, when he felt the bridle 
suddenly jerked from his hand, and looking around, . his ears were 
assailed by the noise of a heavy fall, succeeded by a loud reverbrating 
sound* It appeared he had passed over the mouth of an old coal pit, 
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the covering of which had given way when the superior weight of the 
horse was imposed, and had fallen along with the poor animal which 
now lay mangled and lifeless at the bottom. — B. Bolam*s MS. 

1823 (Feb. 2). — ^Died, in St. Nicholas^ poor-house, in Newcastle, 
James Ilderton, aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

February 12. — At three o^dock in the morning, a fire broke out in 
the lead manufactory of Locke, Blackett, and Co., in G^llowgate, 
Newcastle, which at first had a very alarming appearance ; but by the 
assistance of the engines of the Newcastle fire-ofiice, and those from 
the barracks, it was got under before six o'^clock. The fire was con- 
fined to the red-lead house, where it commenced, the roof of which 
was burnt off, and two other roofs slightly injured. — Ibid. 

February 19. — Wednesday evening, a most dreadful accident hap- 
pened at the Theatre-royal, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The popular 
piece of " Tom and Jerry '" had been produced at the theatre on Mon- 
day evening, and was got up in so excellent a manner, and acted with 
so much spirit, as to merit public approbation, and to excite a strong 
desire to witness it. It was given out for representation every eve- 
ning during the week, and on the evening in question, a numerous 
and respectable audience attended the performance. The gallery was 
particularly well filled, it being calculated that there were about 500 
persons, amongst whom were a very great number of women and 
children in that part of the house. The play had scarcely commenced 
when an alarm of *'^ fire'" in the back of one of the boxes on the left 
of thev centre, was given from the pit, and some other parts of the 
house, and a flash of fire and a great quantity of smoke sooa after 
penetrating through the gallery floor, caused a sudden panic to per- 
vade that part of the house, and amidst loud cries of ^'Fire^ and 
screams of distress, a great majority of the persons in it at the tune 
rushed in wUd alarm to the stairs. The fire was ahnost instantan- 
eously extinguished, and the fact inunediately announced to the house ; 
but in vain were all assurances of safety, the fears which had been 
excited were too powerful to be allayed, and thinking only of escape, 
the affiighted throng rushed head-l<Mig down the stairs. Here their 
progress was stopped by the door at the place where the money was 
taken, which being but half open, would only admit one or two to pass 
at a time. In consequence of this stoppage, the part of the stairs 
between that door and the gallery became completely choaked up, 
and such a scene of horror and distress ensued as is shocking to con- 
template. The pressure upon those near the door, by the continually 
increasing throng behind them, became intolerable; the screams 
were awful and heart-rending; some, pressed against the door and 
other projecting parts^ were very violently bruised or killed ; others. 
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thrown down by the throng, or falling through suffocation, were tram- 
pled to death or dangerously hurt. During this dreadful scene the 
exertions of Mr. De Gamp, the manager, to preserve those exposed 
to it, and quiet the alarm, were most praiseworthy and incessant. 
He ordered the door leading from the slips to the carpenter^s loft to 
be opened, and another means of exit being thus presented, great 
numbers passed out of the gallery unhurt. The crowd being thus 
drawn off from the stairs, the pressure in that part was somewhat 
removed and an opportunity was afforded of raising up and removing 
many of those unfortunate individuals who had been thrown down. 
In this humane effort Mr. De Gamp was particularly active, and 
assisted in bearing the bodies into the carpenter^s loft, whence they 
were taken down to the stage. Medical assistance was instantly 
procured, and every means were used that the case would allow, but 
with many, all efforts were unavailing. Whilst this Ivas passing with- 
in, the scene on the outside was most heart-rending ; females scream- 
ing and wringing their hands for the friends they had lost, or whose 
fate they wery entirely ignorant of, whilst every now and then the 
sight of some inanimate body borne away on men^s shoulders to some 
neighbouring house, gave a melancholy assurance that there was but 
too much reason for alarm. The news spread rapidly through the 
town, and an immense crowd instantly collected round the theatre, 
anxious to learn the extent of the calamity. The feeling of sorrow 
excited on the occasion was most intense, and was greatly heightened 
by the occasional passage of a dead body carried away on a board 
and covered over with a sheet — ^thus giving a melancholy termination 
to an evening which had probably been anticipated by many of the 
sufferero as one of unmixed pleasure and enjoyment. The crowd did 
not disperse till late. By this dreadful catastrophe seven individuals 
perished. Mrs. Bobson, wife of Mr. Biddell Bobson, builder. West- 
gate-street ; Mary Johnson, aged 16 years, milliner, of the Manor- 
chare; Isabella Parkinson, aged 11 years, adopted child of Mrs. 
Gre^i, Pilgrim-street; Thomas Handyside, aged 20 years, son of 
Mr. Guthbert Handyside, bookbinder ; and John Jonathan Wilkin- 
son, son of Mr. Wilkinson, veterinary surgeon. Pilgrim-street, all of 
Newcastle. Dorothy Heaton, aged 17 years, daughter of Mr. George 
Heaton, tailor; and Mr. John Edwards, both of Gateshead. The 
check-taker had opened the upper barrier, and in his endeavour to 
open the second, as above stated, was. thrown down the stairs. It 
was thought fortunate that he did not succeed, or the mischief would 
have been more dreadful, by a large body of people being dashed 
down the steep stairs below the barrier. Besides the seven persons 
killed, the following received very serious injuries : — Mrs. Edwards, 
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daughter in law to the deceased John Edwards; Boger Lawson, 
painter, Percy street; Mr. Gallon, flour dealer, Gttteshead; a 
youth, a nephew of Mrs. Niel, publican. Manor chare; Thomas 
Scott, joiner, of the Windmill hills; Ealph Grahame, clerk to 
Welch and Co.; Henry, son of Hans Sloan, painter; Ann Faw- 
cett, niece of Mrs. Askew, Flesh market, and Thomas Brown, 
second son of Mr. John Brown, builder, Vine Lane, who had four 
ribs broken from the back bone. Mrs. Bobson was killed in 

the arms of her husband, who was himself much hurt. Local 

Papers. 

1823 (Feb. 20).— Died, Mr. Henry Taylor of North Shields, author 
of several valuable publications in connection with maritime affairs. 
Mr. Taylor used the sea twenty-two years, during twelve of which he 
commanded ships, mostly in the coal trade, that best nursery for sea- 
men, and since the year 1772, had been employed on shore as ship and 
insurance broker. During this time, having occasion to adjust many 
averages and losses, the hardships and sufferings of seamen, the 
means of alleviating them, and of preventing the loss of so many 
valuable lives, became subjects of deep consideration with him. The 
dreadful loss which occuned on the coast of Norfolk in 1789, (see 
Oct. that year), had thrown the ship owners of the north into the 
greatest consternation, and almost every one^s mind was turned to 
the consideration of means to prevent the like calamity in future. 
At this momentous time Mr. Taylor produced a plan for making 
Hasbro^ Gtttt a safe night passage, by placing two leading lights near 
Hasbro^ church, and a floating light at the north-end of the Newarp- 
sand. The ship owners of Stockton, Whitby, Scarborough, Hull, 
and London, united with those of Newcastle in an application to 
the Trinity house for the immediate execution of Mr. Taylor^s plan, 
which was carried into effect, without the slightest alteration, in the 
autumn of 1790 ; and the most beneficial consequences have resulted 
therefrom. Few, if any, ships have been lost there since, and it is 
now found to be a wide, clear, and safe night passage. The want of 
a safe night passage into Yarmouth Beads, or through Hasbro^ Gatt 
had long been severely felt ; ships that could not save daylight into 
the roads, or through the Gatt, were obliged to anchor under Winter- 
ton, or lay-to under sail till day. To risk a winter night in such a 
situation, was the dread of the boldest seaman, and for a large fleet 
to lay-to from two o^clock in the afternoon until eight the next mcnn- 
ing (as has frequently been the case), was not less dangerous. Encour- 
aged by the success of his plan for lighting Hasbro Gbtt, Mr. Taylor 
suggested the utility of a floating light at the north-end of the Grood- 
win sands, which was adopted by the Trinity-house, as so<m as.eom- 



A. D. 1823.] TABLE BOOK. 269 

municated in 1791, as was also his plan in 1795, for a floating light 
at the east-end of the sunk-sand, to faciUtate the passage up and 
down the Swin, and through the king^s channel. In 1806, Mr. Tay- 
lor directed the attention of the ship-owners of Shields to the bad 
situation of the leading lights in that harbour, and in consequence 
of his suggestions, an act of parliament was obtained for the building 
of the present light-houses. As a remuneration for the services 
rendered by Mr. Taylor to the shipping interest in general, and in 
consideration of the expense he had incurred in the furtherance of 
his plans, he received the following sums at different periods : — Lloyd's 
coffee-house, d6*200. Chartered companies, «6*100. Corporation of 
Newcastle, «6*100. Trinity house, Newcastle, £50. Ship-owners of 
North Shields, ^250. And from the corporation of the Trinity-house, 
London, an annuity of <f 100 per annum. He also received <£^129 
from a few friends in London, Liverpool, Darlington, and Stockton. 
With these liberal donations, which however he did not receive till 
late in life, he was enabled to free himself from serious pecuniary 
embarrassments, incurred in the prosecution of his benevolent designs. 
— Mem. offf. Taylor, 

1823 (Feb. 21). — An explosion of inflammable air took place in 
Ouston colliery, near Chester-le-street, by which four men were killed, 
and two severely burnt. — Local Papers. 

March 3. — A most violent gale of wind was experienced in New- 
castle and its neighbourhood, which damaged many roofs of houses, 
and blew down chimneys; trees were also torn up by the roots. 
Three of the vanes on the small pinnacles of St. Nicholas' church 
steeple were blown down, and part of the fine but decayed tracery in 
the large Gothic window, in the north transept of that church, was 
blown in. The four pinnacles of the new church at Heworth were 
blown off, and two of them passed through the roof. At North 
Shields, the family of Dr. Oxley were thrown into great alarm by a 
stack of chimneys falling through the skylight, and breaking in the 
floors. Happily no injury was sustained. — Ibid. 

March 20. — A most splendid fancy dress ball and supper was given 
by the gentlemen bachelors of Newcastle (47) to the ladies and gen- 
tlemen in that town and neighbourhood, which took place at the 
Assembly-rooms, when four hundred and sixty-seven ladies and gen- 
tlemen, attired in all the splendour, brilliancy, and variety, that taste 
could devise or money purchase, crowded the suite of apartments. 
The assemblage presented a view of all the dresses of Europe, ancient 
and modem, and of many of those of the other quarters of the globe. 
So splendid an entertainment was never before seen in Newcastle. — 
IHd. 
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3, to the great rejp^t of the inhabitants of 
I demolished the M'ew-gate, one of the moat 
inces of that ancient town, Thia venerable 
: atructuie is replete with historic intereati 
I its bold and massive front for many centuries 
of om- northern foes. When first built it 
*eater or inner gate, and was most probably 
n of WiUiam Bufus.* It is not known what 
at this time ;f but previous to the year 1390, 
f strengthening the old or former gate, a 
eoting walls were erected on its north front, 
and being called the " New Gate " | gave name to the whole 



The OHiGiNAi. Gate (1330).— DeBgudaomvariotuHatharida. 

* It nu proliabl/ part of the origiiiBl wall of NeiTCSStle ; bodi from its OTrnaichiCecta- 
nl chuBcter and from iU reaembliog and attjoining the irall in the chorch yti6 of St. 
Andrew, which is confessedlj of the time of WiUiom IL 

f Fioiasart mentiona that the bishop of Durham when gfung to the relief of the English 
aimjat Otteibuni, in 1388, passed through** La Pottede Berwick." Now this BUiy have 
been the name of the elder gate; but it is at least as probable that this eminent writer 
meant the gate on the road to Berwick, aa that this was the permanent designation of the 
bnil^g, for it must be borne in mind that Froisart was not a native historian, conae- 
qnentlj we can hardly expect him to descend to such minute particularE. Yet as N«w 
Gate kj in the direction of Otterbnrn, it is almost certain that it was the gate tbrough 
which the prelate would march. Under all the drcurngtances perhaps it ma; be as well 
prorisionall; to name it " Berwick Gate," until more conclusive evidence may be adduced. 

I In the Tmmooth chnrtulary at Northumberland House, it occurs (1390) under its 
present appellation, " Tenementon eitia le NetMate," endentl; implying that it was a 
later erection than another, elder one, and also that the new erection ezisted before the 
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erection, a title which it has ever since retained. In 1399, Newcastle 
was made a county of itself, and taking charge of its own prisoners, 
the towers of the elder gate were used as the gaol.* Having formerly 
belonged to the county of Northumberland, its prisoners as well as 
the delinquents of the town were probably confined together in the 
Gastle.'f- In this use the gate continued until our times when the 
juries of both town and county at the spring assizes of 1820, presented 
it *' as out of repair, and inconvenient, insufficient, and insecure.^ 
An act was therefore obtained in 1822 for the demolition of the 
present and the erection of new prisons. In pursuance of this decision 
the felons were removed to the cells of the county courts, and the 
debtors to the castle, and in despite of the determined and resolute 
opposition of the inhabitants and the numerous petitions both in prose 
and poetry which were presented to the corporate body, workmen 
commenced the demolition of the upper part of the barbican on the 
second day of April. The removal rapidly proceeded, and on the 
10th, the statue representing King James I. :|: which stood over the 



affixed date. A farther proof ii dedncible from three shields of ums orer the gateway of 
this " Newjate." Sc Oeoi;ge'a Cross, The arms of the Town, and those of Englaad, in 
which latter the fleur»<la-1y8 are aem^e : now these were reduced to three in the time of 
Henr? V. (UI3-22)conseqaeDt]7 it has at least existed before such reduction. 
- Brand. 

t In a writing, 9th Ed. IIL'{I33fl) is mentioned a place in Newcastle called the 
*■ AM^aoJe." Whether this refers to the castle or to some other erection it is in vain to 
conjectnre. 

i Undoubtedly placed there, on or shortly afler the accession of that monarch in 1 603. 
But Bome lo«iiig sight of the evidence addoced by the armorial bearings, have supposed 
that the biulding itself poasesses no higher date, because it bore a statue of James. 
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gateway was removed in a sadly mutilated Btate to the castle, where 
it now lies in four pieces. By the end of May the greatest part of the 
barbican had been removed, when the ruins presented the appearance 
represented in the above view from the north east. In June the 
demolition of the east wing of the inner gat« was commenced, and was 
speedily followed by the west wing (both erected between the years 
1702-6) with the remains of the barbican. The original gate was 
thus nearly isolated, as the accompanying view from the south east will 
shew. And now another vigourous but unsuccessful eSbrt was made 
by the lovers of antiquity to save this venerable monument of ancient 
times from destruction. Among other suggestions it was proposed to 
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form carnage roads and foot patlu on each aide of the gate, and to 
convert the interior into halls for those incorporated companies which 
had no regular phiee of meeting ; but the commissioners for building 
a new gaol, being authorised to apply the old materials to the new 
buildings, resolved upon its entire destruction. At this time a clever 
jea (? esprit, was privately circulated, purporting to be a petition of 
the inbabit»it« of Newgate to the mayor praying for the preservation 
of the ancient building ; and which was understood to be from the 
pen of a gentleman, well known for his poetic talent, and his many 
local and humourous productions. It was allowed to remain until 
September when it also fell a sacrifice to the spirit of the &ge. Part 
of the walls were blasted with gunpowder ; whilst other parts (on 
removing the facing stones) appeared as heaps of rubbish. The 



portcullis which remained here until the final demolition of the gate 
was the last existing in Newcastle.* It was of oak, with spikes 
strongly shod with iron, and of an enormous weight. While hanging 



* The portcnilis U now lit Blagdon. Besides (he defences already mentioned both 
gates were provided with machicoUiiliong, from which the gairison annoyed the enemf 
■fter passing the first gate. These were parts of the fortress made to project by means 
of corbels, having open intervals throi^b which melted lead, boiling water, stones and 
anxiwa were dischai^ed upon the heads of the assailants. Large weighta too, were often 
fastened to ropes, or chains, by which, after they bad taken effect, they were retracted hy 
the besieged. In the ardour of success it often happened that a large troop of the be- 
siegers rushing lorward through the massive archway, were cut off from their compuuiona 
in anos, by the sudden lowering of the portcullis, which was so strongly constructed as 
to defy attack, or removal, unless the stone work was broken down. 
vol.. 111. 2 N 
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in the groove in which it slid, the spikes hung below the top of the 
arch way, and had at some time been sawn off to the shape of the 
arch, probably to facilitate the passage of laden carts. In this part 
too, were found many cannon balls of large size and deep sunk into 
the wall. All was now removed except about ten feet in height, or 
one story, and this followed soon after, together with the guard- 
house, which adjoined the west wing of the structure ; and the street 
being levelled and paved no traces exist of this once mas«ve and ex- 
tensive fort icfiat ion. The following restored view represents the New 
Gate, about A. D. liOO, and is designed from plans, old views, des- 
criptions, the lately existent remains and other competent authorities. 
—MS. Col. 



CHAPTER XII. 




I ARLY in the year 1823, a« some work- 
men were digging in a field adjoining the 
I turnpike road at Halton Cheaters (Boman 
station Hwmum^, they discovered the 
, foundations of a etone wall, six feet thick; 
- this they traced about forty yards in a 
north and south direction, without reach- 
ing either extremity. A hypocaust was 
also found, fifteen feet square, the fioor 
laid with Roman tiles. The flues were found very perfect. Several 
openings were found into a subterraneous passage, supposed to be a 
sewer, and which was explored above one hundred feet, A quantity 
of bones, both human and others, horns of different kinds, and earthen 
vessels with inscriptions nearly obliterated, have been dug up. — Local 
Pofers. 

Aprii. — A grey mare, belonging to Mr. Lawson of Lartington, 
near Bamardca^tle, being at Durham fair for sale, a person wishing 
to purchase her, agreed with Mr. Lawsoa's servant to ride her a little 
distance on the road between Durham and Sunderland-bridge, by way 
of trial ; and while doing so, the mare in high condition, ran away 
with Iiim, at so furious a rate, that on coming io the end of Sundei^ 
land-bridge, she was not able to make the sharp turn to go along the 
bridge, but leaped over the battlement, and both rider and mare were 
precipitated into the river on the west dde of the bridge ; and what 
is moat unaccountable to relate, both escaped without any injury. — 
Bingley'B Horses. 

The beginning of this year, Carliol-street was commenced building, 
previous to this it was a field called "The Carliol Croft." — Local 
Papers. 
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1823 (May 20).-The foundation stone of a United Seoession churok 
was laid in Garliol-street, Newcastle, by the rev. Mr. Gillan, who 
addressed the audience previous to the stone being deposited, and 
concluded the ceremony with an impressive prayer. — Dec^nber 25th, 
1823, it was opened for divine worship with three excellent discourses, 
by the rev. J. Harper, of Leith, and the rev. R. Hunter, of Carlisle, 
when collections to the amount of ^22 6s. lOd. were made in aid of 
the funds. This congregation formeriy worshipped in Sallyport. 
The register of baptisms extending from 1759, to 1785— of births 
and baptisms extending from 1785 to 1837. — Bep. of Pari. Cam. Sfc. 

May. — The Society of arts presented the large silver medal to Mr. 
Henry Marshall, of Newcastle, for his improved meltmg pots for 
brass-founders and steel-makers. — Local Papers. 

Jime 4.— The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of a new 
gaol and house of correction in Oarliol street, Newcastle, took place 
at two o^dock in the afternoon. Bobert Bell, esq., mayor, preceded 
by the regalia of the corporation, and accompanied by the recorder, 
aldermen, and sheriff, and the commissioners representing the four 
parishes, viz. : — Mr. William Goates and Mr. Francis Ewart, for St, 
Nicholas^ ; Mr. Thomas Milner and Mr. William Brownsword Proc- 
tor, for All Saints'" ; Mr. George Anderson, for St. John^s ; and Mr. 
Thomas Mackford, and Mr. Thomas Graham, for St. Andrews^ went 
in procession from the Guildhall to the site of the building ; a glass 
vase containing all the coins struck during the reign of his majesty 
George IV., was deposited in a cavity of the stone, by William Boyd, 
esq., the treasurer to the commissioners, after which, a brass plate, 
bearing an appropriate inscription, was inserted. The mayor thai 
proceeded to lay the stone with a silver trowel, which he afterwards 
presented to Mr. John Dobson, the architect. He then addressed 
the concourse of spectators with great energy, in language befitting 
the occasion ; this was received with nine hearty cheers, and the com- 
pletion of the ceremcmy was announced by the discharge of the artil- 
lery from the castle, and the ringing of the bells of the several churches. 
The mayor afterwards entertained the magistrates and the commis- 
sioners at the mansicm house. — Ibid. 

June 4. — The foundation stone of a new quay, connecting the 
eastern end of the Low street of North Shields, with the ancient 
bridge over the Pow Bum, at the Low Lights, was laid. The cere- 
mony was numerously attended, and afterwards a large company 
dined at Mr. PeascodX the White Swan inn. The carriage road 
along this quay was named the Union way. — Ibid. 

June 16. — Whilst some workmen were digging in the ruins of the 
ancient dormitories of Tynemouth priory, overlooking Prior's haven, 
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for the purpose of making a reoeptacle for gunpowder, a flat etone 
wa« turned up, which had been phwed with the letters downwards, as 
if it had been wrought into the Btruotore a second time. A part (^ 
tiie etone was broken off at eaoK end, and the letters logt ; those re- 
maining were ahuoet illc^ble. Another stone, which lodced like the 
upper end of a hoodstone (or fire-plaoe hudstone), had some earr- 
ings, or ornamental scrolls round the semicircular end, and what may 
have been the front. Pieces of small round columns, and parts of 
Btonee belonging to groin work, were also turned up amongst the 
cement of tiieee ancient walls. The half-moon battery, erected durii^ 
the great rebellion, is within a few yards of this place. — Local Pofwt, 
1823 (June 19). — A moat mehmcholy aooident happened at Walker 
colliery, near Newcastle. An air-course having to be opened, some 
workmen were set to open an old shaft, which had been filled up for 
twenty fire years. The length of time it had been fiUed up, induoed 
a b^ef that the earth, &c., filling it, had become firmly united to the 
udes, and in consequ^ice, tJte under riewer and fire other men unfor- 
tunately proceeded to remove the earth from the bottom of the shaft, 
at the same time that others were working at the top fA it. They 
had not worked long, when the whole mass slid down, and buried them 
under it. Men were immediately set to work to dig them oat, when 
th^ were found in a shockingly mangled state all quite dead.— i^. 

June 21. — About two o'clock on tlie morning, the brass foundry 
of Messrs. Jobson and Brunting, in Forth street, Newcastle, tuid tiw 
adjoining nail-fiaotory of Flinbiff and Co., were discovered to be on fire, 
which by great exertions were extinguished with less injury than was 
expected.^ — Ib^. 

June. — This month, a very carious 
urn of earthenware was discorered t^ 
Bcone woAmen employed by Mr. John 
Grey, of Millfield Hill, in Northumber- 
land, in removing a mass of large stones 
that bad obstructed the phmgjiing of a 
fidd. The urn was set upon a flat 
stone about fonr feet below the surfiwie, 
and surrounded by soft alluvial soil, a 
large fiat sandstone was caref nlly placed 
over it ; and above all, an accumulation 
of wbinstones, some of them of a size 
inconvenient to remove, to the extent 
of from 80 to 100 cart loads. The urn contained a quantity of soft 
dust or powder, of a brown colour, and many snudl pieces of bones 
that had not been completely consumed by fire. Those <^ the head 
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were the most entire, especially parts of the skull and jaw bones, in 
whioh, although the teeth were gone, the sockets that had contiuned 
them, remained as regular as the cells in a honey comb. From the 
size of the tumulus, and the pains with which the ashes had been 
deposited in it, there is little reason to doubt that they were the 
remains of some person of distinction in his day and generaticm. 
Annexed is an exact wood cut, by the late Thomas Bewick, of this 
urn, from a drawing by Mrs. Grey. — MaekenzHs Northd. 

1823 (July 9). — ^A large, commodious, and elegant building, erected 
by the society of Friends, at the head of Nile-street, Sunderland, was 
opened for public worship, a large concourse of strangers, attending 
from yarious parts of the country.— £oca2 Papers. 

July 11. — ^Died, in Old Elvet, in the city of Duriiam, aged 92 years, 
Mr. James Brown, commonly called the Durham Poet. Mr. B., who 
waa a native of Scotland, lived many years in the Side, Newcastle, 
where he followed the business of a tailor ; and used to attend the fairs 
in the nei^bourhood with clothes made up for that purpose. Here 
his first wife died ; after which he married an old lady, not devoid of 
eccentricities, but possessed of some property in Durham, on which 
account he removed to that city to reside. Mr. B. was the authcMr 
of various pamphlets, Poetical, Scriptural, &c. The last which he 
laid before the public was a collection of doggrel poetry printed in 
Newcastle, in 1820, to which was prefixed a portrait of himself, 
sounding a trumpet to alarm sinners ; it is a whole length, cut in wood 
by Bewick. Mns. Browne's died June 27th, 1824, in GiUigate, Dur- 
ham, aged 80 years. She was a most singular woman ; and in h^ 
religion, like her eccentric husband, a follower of Johanna Southcott. 
She pretended to have had numerous visions concerning a future 
state, all o! which she finply bdieved.^-^i2i(f . 

July 26. — Grace Ghiffin was executed at Berwick, for the murdw 
of her husband, John GrifiSn. An immense concourse of spectators 
assembled on this occasion, as there had not been an execution in 
Berwick since May 10th, 1768, when Margaret Diydon waa executed 
for the murder of her bastard child — Ibid. 

July 29. — The cordwainers of Newcastle, celebrated the festival of 
St. CUspin, by holding a coronation of their patron saint, and after- 
wards walking in processicm throng several streets of that town. 
The coronation took place in the court of the Peace and Unity Hos- 
pital, at the Westgate, at deven o^dock, and soon after twelve, the 
procession moved forward through the jnincipal streets of that town 
and Gateshead, and finally halted at the sign o! the Chancellolf s 
Head, in Newgate street, whare the members of the trade partook ofa 
dinner provided for the occasion. A great number of people assem- 



A. D. 1823.] TABLE BOOK. 279 

bled to witness the procession, as there had not been a similar exhibi- 
tion sinoe the year 1789. — Local Papers. 

1823 (Aug. 12). — Died, in Gateshead poor-house, Mary Bobson, 
aged 103 years. Two years before she underwent an amputation of 
her arm, at the Infirmary, Newcastle, having been run over by a 
coal waggon. — Ihid. 

This month, a human skull and some bones, much in decay, were 
dug up by the side of Fulwell hill, near Sunderland. — Ibid. 

September 1. — ^Died, at Whitton, near Bothbury, Isabella Bum, 
aged 103 years. — Ibid. 

September 12. — The inhabitants of Newcastle and Gateshead were 
gratified with a novel and intereBting apectaole, in a procession through 
the principal streets, of the workmen employed in several of the glass- 
houses in that and the neighbouring towns. The morning was usher- 
ed in with the ringing of bells, and notice of the intended procession 
having been previously circulated, numbers of people crowded the 
streets to witness the pleasing spectacle. The yard at the Skinner^s 
bum, belonging to Messrs. Clayton, was the place appointed for 
the assembling of those who had to form the procession. Here 
having been marshalled in due order, a little after twelve o^dock 
it moved forward along the Close, amid the cheers of the assem- 
bled multitude, the firing of cannon, and the ringing of bells. It 
was preceded by the band of the Tyne Hussars, and was composed 
of the workmen of the Northumberland, the South Shields, the 
Wear (Sunderland), and the Durham and British (Gateshead), the 
Stourbridge (Gateshead), and the North Shields glass companies, 
arranged according to the seniority of their respective houses, 
each of which was distinguished by appropriate flags. The sky 
was clear, and the rays of the sun falling upon the glittering 
column, gave it a richness and grandeur in appearance that deiy de- 
scription. The hat of almost every person in it was decorated with a 
glass feather, whilst a glass star sparkled on their breasts, and a 
chain or collar of variegated glass hung round the neck ; some of 
them also wore sahes round their waists. Each man carried in his hand 
a staff, on a cross piece on the top of which was displayed one or 
more curious or beautiful specimens of their art. As these were thus 
carried above the heads of the crowd, a full view of them was afforded 
to every one, and the procession was relieved from the inconvenience 
which might otherwise have been experienced from the populace 
crowding roimd it to obtain a sight of the different vessels. These 
consisted not only of a profusion of decanters, glasses, goblets, 
jugs, bowls, dishes, &c., which may be called the staple articles of 
the trade, and which exhibited an endlesss variety of elegant shape 
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and exquinte workmamhip, bnt itbo of several others, remiu'kablfl 
either for their grandeur and exoellraoe of work, or for the curious 
nature of their conBtruotion : amongst the latter were two elegant 
bird cages, containing birds, which tang at periods during the prooes- 
non ; a aalnte was fired several times from a fort nwtmted with glass 
caimoa, to the aatooishment of the speotatm^; and a glass bugle, 
which sounded the halts and played several marches, was also much 
admired for its sweetness and oorreotness of tone. Several el^aiit 
specimens of stained glass were exhibited, and many of the men wore 
glass hats and carried glass swords. When the procession arrived 
at the Mansion-house it halted, where a salute was fired from the glass 
cannon ; the procession then moved forward, passing along the bridge 
to C^atesfaead, and up tlie streets of that town as far as Mr. Price's 
house; it then returned and paraded through tiie principal streets 
of Newcastle, and finally halted at Mr. Thomas Heron's the Cock inn, 
at the head of the Side, where the men belong^g to four of the houses 
were to dine. Here the brittle fort fired a salute, as it had done 
sever^ times before. The men of the two remaining houses then pro- 
ceeded to their respective places of entertainment, one to Mrs. Wal- 
lace's, Nag's head, foot of the Butcher's bank, the other to Mr. 
Methuon's, Gateshead. — Local Papers. 



% Rem>, ButckeH Bank (11^3]. 
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1823 (Sept. 24). — An elegant silver cup was givea to Mr. Thomaa 
Forsyth, sergeant at mace, by several of the drapers in Newcastle, for 
his exertitms as a police officer in that town. The cup bore an appro- 
piiate inscription, and was presented by Mr. Robert Oliver, on behalf 
of the subscribers, in a neat speech, which Mr. Forsyth acknowledged 
in return. The party partook of a supper at the house of Mr. Teas- 
dale, sign of the Dun cow, Grinding ohare, Quayside, and spent the 
evening with the greatest c<Hiviviality. — L^cal Papers. 



In Qkinding Chare, Newcastle (18<3). 

September 26. — Died, at Hedston Link house, near Warkworth, 
Mrs. Jane Young, aged 105 years. — Ibid. 

October 23. — Died, at West Thirston, near Felton, Northumber- 
land, Mr. Charles Gibson. Without any previous indisposition, he 
dropped down at his own door, and instantly expired. In early life 
he learnt the trade of a linen-weaver, in which he was very proficient ; 
but taking a dislike to the buainesB, he gave it up, and, without any 
instruction whatever, commenoed making musical instruments, such as 
small pipes, bagpipes, violins, clarionets, &zc. He also made tele- 
scopes, which he completed with admirable dexterity ; and the late Dr. 
Herschel, the astronomer, did him the honour to inspect and purchase 
some of his making. — Genfs. Mag. 

VOL. III. 2 o 
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1823 (Oct. 31). — Died, in Gateshead poor-house, Jane Downie, 
aged 100 years. — Local Papers, 

October 31. — A parhelion, or the phenomenon of three suns, appear- 
ed at Galvert^s farm, near Gretharo, in the county of Durham, at 12 
o^dock at noon. — Brewster 8 Stockton, 

November 2. — ^A fire was discovered, about four o'*clock on the 
morning, in the tallow-melting and candle-making house and loft of 
Mr. Caleb Wilson, in Walton lane, Sunderland. The devouring 
element raged with great fury for about two hours, when, by the 
prompt exertions of Mr. Thomas Cook, the engine-keeper, and the 
ready assistance of the inhabitants in general, the fire was got under, 
but not until that part of Mr. Wilson'^s extensive range of warehouses 
was entirely burnt down, and about half of the stock, &c. therein de- 
stroyed. — Local Papers. 

November 3. — A dreadful explosion of inflammable air took place 
in the Plain pit of Bainton colliery, in the parish of Houghton-le- 
Spring, Durham, belonging to the marquis of Londonderry, when 
fifty-three men and boys perished, and several others were dreadfully 
hurt, two of whom afterwards died ; twelve horses were also killed. 
A little before eight o"'clock, one of the overmen, and soon after, one 
of the workmen, descended the pit, and succeeded in bringing several 
of the sufferers to bank ; and in the course of the morning the bodies 
of all who had perished were brought up, with the exception of four, 
who were in the most distant parts of the mine. The bodies pre- 
sented a most shocking spectacle, being much burnt, and many of 
them very much mutilated. — IMd. 

1823. — Towards the close of this year, extensive gas-works, on a 
scale of fifteen to twenty cubic feet of gas, were established in the 
city of Durham. — Surtees. 

December 1. — Died, in Alnwick, Miss Hindmarsh, aged 25 yea^ 
She was the author of the " Cave of Hoonga, a Tongean Tradition, 
and other Poems,'" published at Alnwick, her native town, in }818. 
This young lady possessed considerable literary talents, having, at the 
early age of fifteen, written several of the miscellaneous pieces which 
compose the above volume. — Maclenaie. 

December 10. — Soon after eleven o'^dock at night, a fire broke out 
in the engine-house of the saw-mill belonging to Messrs. Brown and 
son, carp^iters, at the head of Northumberland-street, Newcastle, 
and the wind blowing strong at the time, the fire raged with such fury, 
that before any engines arrived, the house and machinery were entirely 
destroyed. By the force of the wind, the sparks were carried into 
the adjoining staek yard of Mr. Lax, and unfortunately communicated 
to one of the stacks, which was soon in an entire blaze. By the am- 
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val of the engines, and the exertions of the assistants, the other stacks 
were preserved. Part of the range of work sheds belonging to Mr. 
Brown were pulled down, to prevent the fire from spreading; but 
fortunately the flames reached no part of them, or of the great stock 
of timber lying about. How the fire originated was not known ; when 
first discovered, it had attained no great height, but, from the injudi- 
cious bursting open of the doors, the wind soon raised the flames to 
such an ungovernable height, that in less than an hour, the whole 
building and machinery were destroyed. — Local Papers. 

1823 (Dec. 13). — There was an extraordinary parade of the North- 
umberland and Newcastle volunteer cavalr}% on the town moor, New- 
castle, for the purpose of presenting their worthy commander, lieut.- 
col. Brandling, M . P., of Gosforth house, with a magnificent gold 
vase, unanimously voted to him by the individuals of that regiment. 
It was presented by major sir Charles Loraine, bart., who addressed 
the colonel in a very appropriate speech, to which the colonel made 
an eloquent reply. At the conclusion of the speeches, there were loud 
cheerings, which lasted some minutes. This magnificent present is a 
copy of the celebrated Warwick vase, found in Herculaneum, and now 
in the possession of the earl of War^ck. With the pedestal, it is 
nineteen inches in height, and will contain about eight quarts. The 
weight is upwards of three hundred ounces. It was manufactured 
under the direction of Messrs. Lewis and Wright, goldsmiths and 
jewellers, Newcastle. Although it was a cold winter day, with occa- 
sional showers, several ladies were present, among whom were Mrs. 
Brandling, Mrs. Bigge, Mrs. Dixon Brown, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, &c. 
&c. — Ihid, 

December 27. — On account of Mr. Thomas Gustard, one of the 
brethren of St. Edmund's hospital, having attained his 100th year, 
the rev. John Oollinson, rector, celebrated the event by b, dinner at 
the Rectory-house, Gttteshead, for all the brethren, the old man sitting 
at the head of the table, and the rector honouring them with his 
presence. Mr. Gustard died on the 23rd of March, 1 828. at the age 
of 104.— /Mrf. 

This year. Bishop Auckland Independent chapel was built. The 
register of births and baptisms containing 8 entries, extends from 
1824 to \%M,— Rep. of Pari. Com. 

Union-street chapel (Primitive methodists) North Shields, founded. 
The register of births and baptisms, extending from 1823 to 1837. — 
Ibid. 

Primitive methodist chapel. Glebe (parish of Jarrow) South Shields, 
founded. The register of births and baptisms, extending from 1834 
to ISS7.— Ibid. 



LOCAL historian's [/l. d. 1824. 



BHwiSB MonloD uhI Enc Toi'en (1783). 

1823. — Stowell-street, running westward from Heron-street, within 
the town woJis, Newcastle, was this year commenced building. — Local 
Papers. 

This year, died, at Hexham, Mrs. E. Garr, aged 104 years. — Ibid. 

1824. — (Jan. 7). — Died, at Cornsay, in the county of Durham, Mrs. 
Ehzabeth Kirkiny, a^d 103 years. — Ibid. 

January 8. — On removing a bairow, consisting of about 500 cart 
loads of stones, on the farm of Mr. Black, at North Charlton, on the 
east side of the poet road, and ahout 100 paces from the six mile atone 
north of Alnwick, two rude sepnlchres were found, about seven yards 
asunder ; the first consisted of four stones set on edge, four feet long 
and two feet broad ; these were covered by one large stone. In this 
sepulchre, which was about four feet from the surface, were found some 
small bones. The other grave was of larger dimensions, being also 
formed of stones set on edge, and measuring within, full six feet long, 
two fmt wide, and two and a half deep. The joints were cemented 
with a kind of blue clay. At the west end of this sepulchre, was a 
stone placed as a pillow, whereon was found a human skull, measuring 
nine inches long and seven inches across the temples ; the under jaw 
contained three fresh teeth ; there were also leg and feet bones found 
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in their proper places. In this grave was also found a brass spear, 
about six inches long in the blade, with two edges and a very sharp 
point ; it had a haft rivetted on to it, apparently of bone, but which 
soon crumbled to dust. This latter sepulchre was about six feet from 
the surface, covered with one stone about seven feet long, four feet 
broad, and about twenty inches thick ; these, which were in a rough 
state, were bedded upon a blue loam or clay. No inscription was 
observable upon any of the stones. They were afterwards remov- 
ed to the plantation of Charlton hall, and the spear was sent to John 
Cay, esq., of Edinburgh, proprietor of the estate. — Mackenzie. 

1824 (Jan. 17).— Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Dobson, aged 100 
years. — Local Papers. 

January 23. — Hackney coaches were established in Newcastle, and 
the stand was appointed to be in the square in front of St. Nicholas*" 
church. The fares were appointed by the right worshipful William 
Wright, esq., the mayor, acting between the proprietors and the 
pubUc provisionally, untill the rates of fare could be finally settled 
by the magistrates assembled at the Easter quarter sessioni^, in pur- 
suance of the local act of parliament for that purpose. — Ibid. 

January 25. — ^A very elegant new organ, built and erected by 
Messrs. Wood and Co., of Edinburgh, was opened at Gateshead 
church by D. S. Hawks, esq., who kindly volunteered his services on 
the occasion. A very excellent sermon was preached on the morning 
by the rev. diaries Thorp, of Ryton, from the 4th verse of the 100th 
Psalm, after which, a collection of <f 29 18s. 5d., was made to assist 
in defraying the expense of the purchase and erection of the organ ; 
and in the evening a very well arranged and suitable sermon, was 
preached by the reverend John CoUinson, of Lamesley, from the 5th 
chap. 2nd Chron. verses 13 and 14, and a collection of <5£*16 2s. 2d. 
made. The church was crowded both in the morning and evening, 
and the instrument gave great satisfaction. The performance was 
of the most masterly style. — Ibid. 

February. — Died at Low Gosforth, near Newcastle, Mary Dees, 
aged upwards of 100 years. A portrait of this centenarian was 
sketched and also etched by Mr. Parker. — Ibid. 

February 9. — A fire was discovered raging with great violence in 
the cabin of the Pomona, captain Pybus, lying on the south side of 
ihe river at Newcastle. Considerable damage was done before it was 
extinguished. The fire originated from the overheating of the cabin 
stove, — Ibid. 

February 11. — Died at Greenock, aged 78, Mr. Alexander Cuth- 
ell, he performed at the new theatre, in the Castle-yard with Mrs. 
Best, in 1781, who afterwards shone in the London theatres. This 
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clever but ecceotrio man, is said to have ruined Iiitnself in fitting up 
the Castle-garth theatre. Mrs. McOeo^e fitted up the theatre in 
the Moot hall. The eoenes were punted by Mr. Waters. At iho 
same time, Mr. Kinlook^s (sen.) dancing-school was held in tite jury- 
room. — Macketme. 

1824 (Feb. 14). — The windmill belonging to Mr. George Blazland, 
at Oarr's hill near Gateshead, wa« destroyed by fire. The adjoining 
dwelling-house was saved. How the fire (which took place at ni^t) 
orij^ated, oould not be ascertained, as the mill had not been at 
work since the morning, and the premises had been examined and 
appeared secure a abort time before the fire was discovered. — Local 
Papers. 

February 19. — Died, in Gloucester-pltute, 
London, aged 73, sir John Ode, bart., 
admiral of the red, and vice-president of 
the naval charitable society. He was the 
yoongest son of John Orde, esq. who lived 
chiefly at Morpeth, and acted for many 
years as a m^strate and deputy-lieutenant 
of the county of Northumberland, by his 
second wife, Anne, widow of the rev. W, 
Pye, and was bom at Morpeth, See. 1762. 
Sir John Orde, in 1766, first entered the 
navy; in 1773, was made a lieutenant; in 1777, promoted to the 
rank of commander; in 1778, post captain; and in 1783, he was 
appointed governor of the island of Dominica. In 1 790, he was 
<9%ated a baronet. In 1796, he was promoted to a fiag; in 1797, 
be was made vice-admiral of the blue; in 1801, vice-admiral of the 
white; in 1804, vice-admiral of the red; Nov. 9, 1805, admiral of the 
blue squadron, and in 1807, when his nephew, the present lord Bolton, 
was csJled to the house of peers, in consequence of the demise of his 
father, air John Orde succeeded him in the representation of the 
borough of Yarmooth, Hampshire. — Genfg Mag. 

March 9. — The town of Sunderland was first lighted with gas, 
the brilliancy of which was much admired by a large concourse of 
spectators. — Local Patera. 

March 16. — The first general meeting of the literary, sdentific, 
and mechanical institution, of Newcastle, was held in the Joiners 
hall, Mr. Robert Bobson, in the chair. After some discussion, rules 
were adopted, and two secretaries, with eighteen members for an 
acting committee were chosen. April 27th, the library was opened 
in a room in Pilgrim street, which had been occupied as an auction 
mart. Most of the books had been presented. The first monthly 
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meeting of this institution, the rev. William Turner in the chair, was 
held May 11th, 1824. This institution, which is at present in a very 
flourishing state, is held in very spacious apartments in a building 
fitted up for the purpose near the east end of Blackett street, it was 
opened on the evening of May 4th 1829, on which occasion the 
room was crowded to excess. — Local Papen. 

1824 (March). — The foundation stone of a new school-room, at 
Warkworth, for boys, to be built by subscription, capable of containing 
100 children, to be instructed on the Madras system, and in the princi- 
ples of the church of England, was laid by the rev. T. Winscom, the 
vicar. — Ihid. 

March. — Some masons working in a quarry at Cowpen High house, 
near Blyth, discovered, inclosed in a block of freestone, two petrified 
fish, apparently, from their shape and dimensions (about two and a 
half feet in length), of the salmon tribe, though the scales were larger 
than belong to that description of fish. The impression of the scales 
was left on the stone in which they were found. — Ihid. 

April. — The beginning of this month, as the workmen were cutting 
a drain, a little in advance of the south side of the castle, at Newcas^ 
tie, they discovered several human skeletons, some at the .depth of 
dght feet, and others at the depth of three feet from the surface. 
Two were found at about eighteen inches from each other, lying with 
the feet to the east, and secured from the earth by rude sepulchres, 
the bottoms of which were formed of thin stones and lime, and the 
sides built up of stones, with stones laid upon the tops to support the 
superincumbent earth. A skull of one of these had a round per- 
foration in the top, as if made by a ball ; the under jaw was attached 
to the skull, and had the teeth quite perfect; those in the upper 
jaw were also perfect, except two or three in the front, which the 
workmen said they had knocked out. It is very natural to suppose 
that these must have been men of rank, from the manner of their 
interment, as the other bodies which were found, seemed to have 
been promiscuously huddled together. — Local Bee. 

April 5. — Died at North Shields, aged 71 years, Mr. James Prin- 
gle, a most profound mathematician. The small share of school 
education Mr. Pringle had, he obtained at Gambo, in Northumber- 
land. He was almost self-taught, having acquired a knowledge of 
the French, Latin, and Greek languages. At one period of his life he 
was an assistant for the ^^ Nautical Ephemeris,'*" under the late astro- 
nomer^royal, Dr. Maskelyne. He corresponded with the late Dr. 
Hutton on scientific subjects. Mr. Pringle was for twenty-two years 
vice-treasurer to the North Shields Subscription library, and was 
at all times an unassuming man. — Local Bee. 
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1824. (April 5).— The Horticultural md Botanioal Society of New- 
oafitle-upon-Tyne, was established. The first prize exhibition was 
held Januaiy 14, 1825, — Local Papers. 

April 15. — Died, at Witton Gilbert, Duriuun, Ann Hall, widow, 
aged 100 years. — Ibid. 

April 20. — Died, in Bridge-street, Black- 
friars, London, the rev. Robert CUrke, 
M.A., rector of Walwiok, and leoturerof 
Hexham, aged 53 years. May Ist, his 
remains arrived at Newcastle, and on the 
3rd, the mournful procesaon was joined by 
several private carriages, and set oat with 
considerable heraldic splendour for Hexham, 
displaying a great number of banners and 
escutcheons. The day was one continued 
storm of wind and rain, but notwithstanding, 
as the procession approached its destination, 
it was met and joined by the members of the different trades, and 
almost all the inhabitants of Hexham, in deep mourning, to testify 
their respect for the deceased. The shops were shut, the bells tolled 
at intervals, and the throng of people, accumulating as the hearse 
advanced, produced on effect of imposing and melancholy awe, which 
was much heightened by the solemn order of the procession, the rear 
of it being composed of a great number of respectable gentlemen of 
Hexham and its neighbourhood, who walked in pairs. The funeral 
service was performed by the rev. G. Lee, and after a solemn dirge on 
the organ, Luther''s sublime hymn was impresmvely chanted. By the 
death of this great and good man, the town and neighboorbood of 
Hexham suffered an almost irreparable loss, and numerous odes, 
elegies, &c. &c., were written on the oooafuon. As a proof of the 
general estimation in which this gentleman was held, a sermon was 
preached on the occa^on, in the Presbyterian chapel, Hexham, on 
Sunday May 9th, 182f', by the rev. James Eichaj-dson, from 2nd 
Samuel, 3rd chap. 38 verse, and which was published by request. — 
Local Rec. 

April 21 — The bams, stables, cow-houses, and sheds, on the farm 
at South Acomb, near Bywell, the property of T. W. Beaumont, esq., 
M. P., were entirely destroyed by fire. The dwelling house and a 
cottage were all that escaped the devouring element. The tenants 
had two calves, a cart, and a considerable quantity of implements 
of husbandry consumed, also a thrashing machine, and sixty bolls of 
oats were destroyed.— ioca? Papers. 

April 23. — Mr. George Gihnore, the surveyor of the turnpike-road 
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between Durham and Newcastle, having discovered that a sprinkling 
of the oil of salt was most effectual in laying the duet of roads for 
a considerable time without a repetition, tried the experiment at 
Birtley-lane, and on the McAdamised part of Dean-street, Sse., all 
which confirmed the value of the discovery. — Local Sea. 



The north Tbansift or tbe Chuhch of St. McaoLAS, Newcaitle (ISii). 

SN coDsequencG of the injury received by the fine 
a old window of the South Transept of St. Nicho- 
V la's church, Newcastle, from the effects of a 
I high wind on the 24th of February, 1818, it 
1 wa« found neceasary to prop it on the inside 
9t to prevent its entire fall ; and being rendered 
jif still more ruinous by another storm on March 
^ 3rd, 1823, further exertions were made to sup- 
III port it until the material for a new window 

; I could be prepared. On inspection it was found 

that the walls were so much decayed that the 

ori^aal idea of removing the mere window should be extended to the 
VOL. m. 2 p 
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clearance of the whole north end, which with the exoeption of the 
foundations, and an apartment beneath, was to be effected. On the 
27th of April, 1824, therefore, the workmen commenced operations. 
While they were thus engaged, they found a stone of a singular de- 
scription. It bore the semblance in strongly carved work of the 
representations usually given of his Satanic majesty. There is a 
4 «i„g lik« J L,^ m, .oolptu^ aid L„.h„ „. Uh, 
principal entrance door of Durham cathedral. It is difficult perhaps, 
if not impossible to assign any age for this curiosity, but it is probable 
that at some period it was used in a different and elder building, the 
face being turned inward, as if to hide it from observation, and to 
make it serve a purpose in common with the other stones. Care was 
taken in the erection of the new window and its surrounding masonry 
to follow the style of the original, and it is but <iue to the parties 
who superintended the restoration, and especially to the taste of 
the rev. John Smith, the then vicar, to confess that their exertions 
have been crowned with success. Its width is traversed by five lofty 
mulUons, from the heads of which expand a variety of tracery of the 
most delightful and elegant forms. This together with several im- 
provements in the interior of the transept, were completed by the end 
of June in the same year. The initial letter at the commencement of 
this record, represents one of the smaller windows in St. George's 
porch, on the south side of this transept. — M.8. CoL 

1824. — ^About this period, Mr. Robert Robson, the occupier, dug 
out of the ruins of Gartington castle, Northumberland, a stone with 
the date 1030 ; a mutilated figure of the Blessed Trinity ; a figure 
of St. Anthony ; the top of a beautiful Gothic window, &c. ; with 
what appeared to have been a font or stoup for holy water. These 
circumstances are perhaps sufficient to prove, that near the front or 
south of the castle, has anciently stood a church or chapel, now to- 
tally buried in oblivion. The castle was formerly possessed by an 
ancient family of its own name. John de Gartington occurs in the 
15th century as a knight of the shire. — Mackenzie. 

April. — ^A great number of oak coffins were found in a tract of 
sloping boggy ground, about three hundred yards north of the farm 
house of the Eals, in the Manor of Featherstone, Northumberland. 
The coffins are made of round boles of oak, riven in two and fastened 
down again with an oaken peg at each end. They were discovered 
in making drains, when several were found lying north and south very 
near each other, and about five feet below the surface. Afterwards, 
in making further researches, lord Wallace had a bore rod put down 
here in ten different places, and it touched coffins, nine times. They 
were all imbedded in fine blue clay : but such as were found in the 
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wet moflsy ground were in better preservatioD than thoBG in drier 
places. Some of them are preserved at Featheratone castle : and one 
ot them attracts the attention of curio^ty in the collection of anti- 
qoities belonging to the society of Antiquaries at Newcastle. — 
Bodgton''a Northd. 

1824 (May 13). — The foundation stone of a new church, dedicated 
to St, John, on Gateshead Fell, was hiid by the rev. John Collinson, 
A. M., rector of Gateshead. Ae is customary on such occasions, the 
coinage of the reigning monarch, from a penny, in silrer, to a sovereign, 
was deposited in a handsome flint-j^ss bottle, which bottle was placed 
in a cavity in the foundation stone, along with a neat silver tablet, 
bearing an inscription which set forth the name of the rev. gentleman 
«4io performed the ceremony, the dignities, &c., of the rev. diocesan 
(the lord bishop of Durham), the names of the trustees — sir B. S. 
Hawks, knt., Matthew Atkinson, John Barras, Michael Hall, and 
Henry Smith, esqrs., and of the arohiteot-, Mr. Ions, as well as the 
day of the month, and the year of the reign of hie majesty George IV. 
After the stone was depoated, the rector put up an excellent and 
appropriate prayer whi<di was listened to with becoming attention. 
On the conclusion of the ceremony a salute of nine gnns was fired 
from a temporary battery, which was cmswered by nine cheers from 
the pOpohuie. Afterwards a large party partook of refreshment most 
liberally and hospitably pravided in a tent by James Hutchinson, 
esq,, of Sheriff-hill. August 30, 1825, the church and cemetery were 
conaeorated by the lord bishop of Oxford. Oct. 30, the church was 
opened for divine service, when a sermon was preached by the rev. 
John Collinson, A,M., rector of Gateshead. April 15, 1827, an ex- 
cellent organ was opened in this church, on which occasion Mr. D. S. 
Hawks presided. — Local Pap«n. 

May 27. — The rev. John Collinson, rector, the four-and-twenty, 
tbe churchwardens, and a great number of other inhabitants, accom- 
panied by Mr. Forster, steward to Cuthbert EUison, esq., M. P., 
lord of the manor, perambukted the boundaries of the parish of 
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Gateshead. They commenced at the Blue-stone, on Tyne bridge, 
at nme o'clock, attended by two constables with flags, and two excel- 
lent pipers, and were greeted at their departm'e with a salute of 
guns from Price's glass-works, and a peaJ of bells from St. Mary's 
church. They proceeded by the northern and the western boundaries 
to Wreckington, where refreshments were provided for them, and 
an excellent band afforded amusement for the ladies in the dance. 
Hence the procession moved along the southern and eastern boundary 
to the river Tyne, where the constables and pipers took boat, and 
proceeded to the bridge. A medal was struck on this occasion, 
bearing on the obverse, within a circle of dots, the arms of Gates- 
head, round which " Gateshead Parish Boundary Token ;*" and on 
the reverse, within a circle of dots, " The Rev. John Collinson, 
Rector," round which, "Perambulated 27th May, 1824." As there 
had not been a perambulation since the year 1792, a great number 
of persons attended. The ceremony ended at about half-past four 
o'clock, when the party sat down to an excellent dinner, at the 
Black bull inn, sir R. S. Hawks, knt, in the chah*. — Local Papers. 

1824. — Shincliffe bridge, in the county of Durham, having been 
indicted as being too narrow and out of repair, the present bridge 
was commenced in June, this year, under the professional superin- 
tendance of Mr. Bonomi. It was rendered passable in Sept. 1826, 
and consists of two flat elliptic arches, of sixty feet span each. The 
whole sum expended by the county was 7,0561. 7s. 6d. — Surtees. 

June. — The sexton of the church at Barnard Castle, Durham, dug 
up, in the church-yard this year, a Roman coin, nearly the size of a 
sovereign. It is in a state of good preservation, and has round a 
head decorated with a wreath of laurel, the following inscription : — 
" IMP. OAES. NERVA TRAIANAVS. GERM." C The JBmp^ 
ror CcBsar Nerva Trajanm Germanusy') On the reverse is a crowned 
figure, seated, and holding an olive branch in the right hand, round 
which is inscribed, " P. M. TR. P. COS. III. P. Y.—(A High Priest, 
a Tribune of the People^ thrice a Consul^ amd styled the Father of his 
country r) Nerva Trajan reigned in the 98th year of the Christian 
era, consequently this coin is above 1700 years old. — Tour in Teesdale. 

June. — The foundation stone of Longhurst house, Northumberland, 
the seat of William Lawson, esq., was laid, from the designs of John 
Dobson, esq. Its architecture is Grecian, its masonry of the most 
excellent description, its material, a fine grained and warmly tinted 
sandstone from an adjacent quarry ; and its interior boasts of every 
convenience and luxury of modem times. The grounds are laid out 
in a style suited to the architecture of the mansion in every particu« 
hr.—MS. Col. 



A. U. 1824.] TABLB DOOIC. 



1824 (July). — The town wall which extended from Newgate to 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, with the straggling houses which were built 
against it on the outside, were at this time being pulled down, for the 
purpose of formmg an elegant new square and street, which have since 
been completed, and named " Eldon-square," after our illustrious 
townsman, the earl of Eldon, and " Blackett -street,^' after the late 
alderman John Erasmus Blackett, esq. — Local Sec. 

A renegado who had been in the British naval service during the 
late war, and, on the return of peace, stationed at the flag-staff on the 
Town moor, Newbigging-by-the-Sea, made a confession at Potsdam, 
that in 1812 he had murdered a man, who had escaped from a ship 
that was wrecked near the flag-staff, secured his chest, and buned his 
body on a point a little to the south of the station. Depositions of 
his confession were forwarded from the war office, to Mr. Bigge, of 
Linden, with instructions to enquire into the truth of his account. 
He was well remembered at Newbiggin, as a worthless fellow ; but 
afber a most diligent search was made for the dead mans bones, no- 
thing of the kind could be found ; and as the criminal had been seve- 
ral Umes in prison after his return from Prussia, for dishonest practi- 
ces, and was in durance at haj^ labour in the work-house at Potsdam 
for life when he made the confession, it was believed that his whole 
tale was a fabrication to get to be put upon his trial in England, and 
Bet at liberty under more lenient laws than those of his own country. 
— Hodgson's Northd. 

August 11. — The cause so vo very interesting to Newcastle and its 
neighbourhood — B>ex versus Eussell and others, proprietors of Walls- 
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end colliery, was tried at York, before Mr. Justice Bailey and a 
special jury. It was in form an indictment for an alleged nuisance in 
obstructing the navigation of the river Tyne, by erecting at the ter- 
mination of the colliery railways, staiths or spouts for conveying coals 
directly from the waggons into the ships. Mr. Brougham was counsel 
for the keelmen, who were the real prosecutors. Mr. Scarlett for the 
defendants. A great number of witnesses were in attendance, but 
only seventeen were examined on the part of the prosecution. No 
witnesses were called for the defendants, who obtained a verdict of 
not guilty, which was returned in three minutes by the jury. The 
cause lasted twelve hours. This cause was again tried, August 14th 
and 15th, 1828, at Gariisle, before Mr. Baron Hulfeck, and a special 
jury. Mr. Brougham was again counsel for the proseeation, and Mr. 
Scarlett for the defendants. The latter did not call a witness. The 
jury after a consultation of four hours, returned the following singular 
verdict : — ^^ We find that part of the navigable channel of the river 
Tyne, opposite to Wallsend, has been straitened, narrowed, lessened, 
tod obstructed by the gears described in the indictment ; but we find 
nevertheless, that the trade of the town of Newcastle, and the harbour 
of the Tyne, has at the same time greatly improved.*" — Local Papers. 

1824 (Aug. 21). — A meeting of the nobility, clergy, and frediolders 
6f the county of Northumberland, took place in the county courts, in 
Newcastle, (by order of the high sheriff,) to consider the expediency 
of forming a railway between Newcastle and Gariisle. Col. Goulson, 
dp^ned by recommending an easy communication from sea to sea by 
a taHway. Mt. Armstrong, merchant, endeavoured to prove to the 
Etteetiiig the decided advantage of a dup canal over a railway. %r M. 
W. mdley, bart., then proposed that a conmiittee should be appointed 
for ifiqtdre whether thm conmiunication would be most desirable by a 
caitid or railway, which was unanimously agreed to, and the meeting 
btoke tip. Maarch 26th, 1825, another meeting was held, when the 
tepoit of the conmiittee in favour of a railway, was agreed to unani- 
Moudy tod without debate. — lUd, 

August 26. — This day (Thursday), there was the lowest spring ebb 
dver remembered in the river Tyne. Three pilots, L. Bum, junioif, 
J. Harrison, and William Tully, walked across from the south to the 
horth side of the river cm Tynemouth bar ! a circumstance, whidi it 
was beBeved, had never occurred before. At high water on that day, 
there were twenty-four feet, eight inches, water on the bar, and when 
the pedestrians set off they found only two ! ! — Local Bee. 

August 29. — Died suddenly, while sitting at his desk, William 
IticluuNlson, esq., of North Shields, aged 65 years. Mr. Richardson 
was borA at Littte-harie, Well-^houile, in the parish of Kurkwhelpingtot!, 
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May 26th, 1759, and where he obtained an aoourate knowledge of 
local antiquities, and a high relish for the music, songs, and tales of 
the ancient Northumbrian borderers. He was a teacher in his youth, 
and kept a school for a few years at Backworth, in tiie parish of 
Earsdon. He next removed to North Shields, wh^re he practised aiS 
a notary public, for the long period of thirty-four years, and became 
secretary to several Marine Insurance Clubs of ^e port of Tyne. 
His correspondence was most extensive, and the ease and rapidity 
with which he conducted it w^re really astonishing. He was a con- 
tributor to several periodical publications, and a useful corr^ppudent 
to some provincial newspapers. ^' Hotspur,^^ and various other speci- 
mens of his poetic talents, were privately circulated amongst his 
friends. His ^' Description of Croft Spa,^ obtained some celebrity, 
but his fame rests most upon his translation of Anacreon in. chast-e, 
smooth, and elegant verse. There is a marble moaument to, his 
memory put up in Tynemouth church. — Locai Papers. 

1824 (Sep. 2). — During a severe thunder storm, the wife of Michael 
Anderson, a hind at Westbumhope, near Hexham, and the horse on 
which she was riding were instantaneoudy killed by lightning, on the 
road between Bidlamhope and Westbumhope. Her husband was with 
her, and was struck down and blinded, but recovered his sight. Six 
cows belonging to Mr. Ralph Forster, of Barrasford, were killed by 
one flash. A horse, at Wittonstall, was also struck dead. A thorn 
hedge, near Horsley, was set on fire, and burnt for about forty yards. 
In a house, near Newstead, between Alnwick and BeUbrd, a man was 
killed, and another much hurt by the lightning. A cow, the property 
of Mr. Murdy, of Heifer-law-bank, was also killed in the field. A 
pig was killed by the lightning, at a house near Morton-square, a few 
miles from Berwick, and a man at the same place was slightly injured. 
Two houses in Zion^street, Sunderland, were much damaged by the 
lightning. As a butcher was driving some lambs in the Back-lane 
four of them were struck dead. A mason returning home with his 
trowel m his hand, the lightning struck the trowel, and carried it to 
a considerable distance. The man was not hurt. At Middleton in 
Teesdale, as Mr. John Pinkney, one of the stewards to the London 
Mining Company, at that place, was returning home, about a mile 
fix>m Middleton, he and his horse were both killed upon the spot. 
He left a widow far advanced in pregnancy, and six small children to 
lament his awful fate. A tremendous flash went down the chimney 
of the poor-house, in Barnard-castle, and though about twenty per- 
sons were in the rooms, it providentially did no material hurt. It 
eame out of the fire-place of the first story, and though some old men 
were sitting round the fire, it did not hurt them, except striking one 
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deaf for a little time. It then passed to the next room, tore the 
plastering from the wall, ploughed up the boards for two yards or 
more, passed mider the feet of an old woman who was sitting on an 
iron beadstead, yet did her no harm. It then proceeded to the lower 
story, played round the room in the most astonishing manner, leaving 
marks of its power; firom thenoe it went through the wall into the 
back kitchen, knocked one man down, and though the mistress of the 
house and a girl were nearly in a line with it, they only found its 
effects a few hours. A pereon in the kitchen said he distinctly saw it 
go out of the door in the form of a ball of fire. When the master 
went into the rooms to look after the old people, the sulphur was so 
strong that be could scarcely enter, and the scene was past descrip- 
tion. — Local Papers. 

1824 (Sep. 18). — Died, at Deptford, Bishopwearmontfa, Jane Clax- 
ton, aged 101 years. — Ihtd. 

September 20. — Died, at Sunderland, Jane Wayman, aged 100 
years. — Ibid. 

September 28. — The new market-house at Stockton, for butchers, 
was opened for public use, and the same day the first horse fair was 
held in Stockton, and a public cattle show very numerously attended, 
and rewards distributed. — Br9w>$ter. 



CHAPTER Xril. 



T WEEN one and two o^lock on the morn- 
ng, of the 3rd of October, 1824, the iron 
'onndry of Meesrs. Guthrie and Co., of 
rweedmouth, wm discovered to be on fire. 
Notwithatandin^ the utmoet exertions on 
the part of the inhabitants, with the watei> 
engine from Berwick, the fire continued ita 
progreoa until about five o'clock, when with 
difficulty it waa got under, after destroying 
a great part of the building. — Local Papers. 

October o. — A grand musical festival commenced at Newcastle, 
which lasted four days. It waa composed of some of the first vocal 
and instrumental performers in the kingdom. The numbers of per- 
sons who attended the different moming''s performances were as fol- 
lows, viz: — on Wednesday, 1,437; on Thursday (an extremely wet 
day), 849 ; and on Friday, 1 ,451 . There was also, on this occasion, 
a grand ball at the Assembly rooms. The Chevalier Valabrague 
(husband to Madame Catalan!), undertook this festival at his own 
risk, engaging to give one-fifth of the entire receipts to the public 
charities. This engagement, however, it seems he afterwards repent- 
ed of, and having expressed to the committee his conviction that he 
should be a loser by the speculation, he succeeded in inducing them 
to give up to him the whole of the receipts at the ball, thus putting 
into his own pocket ^65 6s. of the money he had promised the cha- 
rities ! The prices of admission to the ball bad moreover been raised 
from 6s. 6d. (the usual charge) to lOs., on the application of the 
Chevalier, who required this advance on accomit of the superior band 
he should engage. The band, however, that attended was very in- 
ferior indeed to that which usually performed at the Newcastle assem* 
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blies ; and the company generally expressed the greatest dissatisfac- 
tion with it. Had not Mr. Richardson, the master, and one or two 
other members of the ordinary band, been present, it is believed that 
the music called for could not have been performed. Upon the whole 
it is certain that Monsieur Valabrague made a good thing of the 
festival. The public charities of Newcastle, Durham, and North- 
umberland, received among them <£^768 8s. 4d. ; and the Chevalier 
got the remainder, amounting to <£^3,400 3s. 8d., out of which he 
had to pay the expences ; and these, looking to the smallness of the 
number of performers, could not be very considerable. — Local Papers. 

1824 (Oct. 5.) — ^A hay and straw market was established in New- 
castle, to be holden on the Parade Ground, at the head of Percy- 
street, on the Tuesday in every week. — Ibid. 

October 10. — One of the severest storms of wind and rain ever re- 
membered took place in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. It con- 
tinued without intermission for nearly twenty-four hours. The rain 
fell in torrents, and laid considerable tracts of land under water. 
Much damage was done on the banks of the river Wear, by its rising 
to a tremendous height; but the most fatal and destructive effects 
were felt at sea and along the coast, when 200 vessels were c^t 
away. — Ibid. 

October 12. — One of that rare species of birds called the Great 
Northern Diver, was shot on the river Tyne, near Newcastle, Quay, 
by a keelman. Various ineffectual attempts were made by different 
persons above the bridge to secure it. The storm on the lOih and 
11th was supposed to have driven this unfortunate visitor from its 
northern haunts, as not one of this species had ever been seen so far 
south before. — Ibid. 

October 19. — A hay and straw market was established in Sunder- 
land, to be held in the High-street, on the Tuesday in each week. — 
Ibid. 

October 23. — ^About nine o'clock at night, a fire broke out in the 
house of Mr. John Bennison, bookseller, Berwick, which consumed a 
considerable quantity of stock in the wareroom where it originated, 
and before it could be got under, communicated to a bedroom ad- 
joining ; by the prompt attendance of the engines, the fire was in the 
course of about three hours extinguished. It was occasioned by the 
shop-boy going up to the wareroom with a candle, from which a spark 
had reached some loose papers. — Ibid. 

October 25. — ^A prize fight for twenty sovereigns a side between 
two young men of Newcastle, named James Wallace, a bricklayer, 
and Thomas Dunn, a butcher, was fought on Barlow Fell, near 
Byton, in the county of Durham. It was computed, that at this 
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disgraceful scene there were not less than 2,000 persons, who evinced 
much disappointment at the speedy victory obtained by the bricklayer 
over his antagonist. After the eighth round, in all of which Wallace 
proved his superiority, time was called, and he was declared the victor. 
On the morning and at m'ght Newcastle exhibited great agitation. 
The chaise which conveyed Dunn to the field, ran over an old man 
and broke both his legs, which caused his death a short time after. 
Local Papers. 

1824 (Oct. 25.) — ^An explosion took place in the George Pit, Lum- 
ley, when fourteen human beings were launched into eternity. — Ibid. 

November 1. — Died at North Sunderland, Northumberland, Eliza- 
beth Gregory, widow, aged 104 years. — Ibid. 

November 5. — Nearly fifty vessels were wrecked on the dangerous 
rocks near Hawthorn Dene, on the coast of Durham, together with 
all their crews, excepting that belonging to the ship Dido, which was 
wrecked betwixt two rocks, about thirty yards from the shore, where 
the late major George Anderson, of Newcastle, who witnessed the dis- 
tressing scene, had collected all his servants in order to render every 
possible assistance to the unfortunate mariners, who, having lost their 
mainmast, foremast, and rudder, collected themselves upon the bow- 
sprit, and made several fruitless attempts to throw a rope to tiie shore; 
fortunately, however, the major had an exedlent Newfoundland dog, 
which by encouragement, after several attempts, succeeded in catch- 
ing hold of the rope, and brought it through the raging surges to the 
major and his servants, who held it till all the crew (fourteen in 
number) had escaped from the foaming gulph, which threatened 
them with destruction. The crew having been refreshed with every 
necessary comfort at the major's house, departed after gratefully 
thanking their preservers ; and so affdcted were the feelings of the 
captain's wife, that <m the following day she visited Hawthorn Hive 
cottage, the major's residence, where she, with streammg eyes, ex- 
pressed her gratitude, and falling upon her knees, kissed the dog 
which has been so essentially instrumental in saving her husband and 
the orew. — Ibid. 

Nov^nber 6. — ^About twelve o'clock at night, the water corn-mill 
at Chester^le-street, in the occupation of Messrs. Oroudace^ Smith, 
and Wight, was discovered to be on fire, the flames bursting through 
tiie doors, windows, &o. A number of the inhabitants promptly 
repaired to the spot to render assistance ; there being no engine in the 
town, some of them immediately went to Lambton-hall, and brought 
the en^e belonging to J. G. Lambton, esq., M.P., but too late to 
render any assistance, as the roof and the upper lofts fell in about two 
o^clock, a very fbrtanate circumstance for the proprietors of the other 
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buildings near the mill, as a large thatched house, the mill stables, 
and other buildings were within ten yards. The maohinery bad aU 
been put up new about four or five months before. There were abont 
fifty sacks of flour dreseed, a quantity of dressed wheat, and upwards 
of six hundred bolls of com. The loss was supposed to be between 
^^1,400 and ^1,600. No part was insured. The water wheels were 
the only part saved from the devouring element. — Local Papers. 

! 1821. Died, at Heidelberg, in Ger- 
many, Francis count Jenison Walworth, 
eldest son of Francis Jenison, esq., of Wal- 
worth, in Heighington, county Durham, 
where he was bom February 8, 1764. On 
the retirement of his father and family to 
the Continent in 1776, after the sale of 
their property, he accompanied them thither, 
and was established with them at Heidel- 
berg, became successively page and colonel 
of the Guards to the elector palatine, after- 
wards colonel in the service of Hesse Darmstadt, from which court at 
the commencement of the war in 1793 and when the princes of 
Oramany were subsidized by Great Britain, he was appointed envoy 
to the court of St. James's, and was entrusted with the negociations 
which ensued respecting the continuance of the Hessian troops in the 
English pay, and conchided a treaty with the late marquis of Hertford, 
then earl of Yarmouth, by which the stipulated oontingenta to the 
first coalition of the continental states agaiiut revohitionsry France, 
was regulated and detailed. Subsequent to the marriage of the late 
king of Wurten^ei^ with the princess royal, he was selected for the 
office of grand ohamberlain of the household at Stuttgard, a station 
to whioh the superiority of bis pc^shed manners and refined address 
peculiarly qualified himj he remained in this dignity till the death of 
the king, and was high in the confidence of both their majesties. 
Count Jenison married Mary, eldest daughter of the late cdebrated 
Topham Beaaclerk, the intimate friend of Johnson, Goldsmith, and 
Burke, by lady Diana Spenoer, eldest sister of the late duke of Maii- 
borough. By this lady (who inherited her mother''s talents for paint- 
ing and the arts) he left six children, viz. two sons and four daughters, 
besides a son by a former marriage, now. (1624) ambassador from 
Bavaria to the king of Naples. — 6m^s. Moff. 

While the workmen were engaged in clearing away the earth which 
had accumulated in and over the ditch on the outside of Carliol 
tower, Newoaatle, th^ found several skeletons huddled together, and 
in the skull of one of tiiem a cannon ball. These have evidently 
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been alain Scots which after the siege of 1641, were thrown into the 
ditch, and covered with earth to hide and rot their bodies. During 
these operations, and while forming the outer windows, there was 
found just over one of the balistiarife a cannon ball, lodged two 
and a half feet deep in liie wall. It wa« sadly rusted, and weighed 
221^8, allowing for waste it had |ax)bsbly been a twenty-foui>pounder. 
Several other cannon shots were found of various weights. — MS. Col. 

1824 (Nov. 7). — A fire broke out in the cabin of the ship Emerald, 
captain Pringle, when moored off the Gnstoni'-house quay. North 
Shields. It was discovered from the excise-office, and the alarm given. 
With the asfflstance of the crew of the Fleetwood, of London, and 
others, it was got under without much damage. — Local Papers. 

November 8. — A letter from captain Davidson, of the ship North- 
umberland, of North Shields, to the owner, stated the following fact ; 
the ship was lying at Sierra Leone : — " On the 8th of November, 1824, 
one of onr crew being on the bowsprit fishing, dropped his knife over- 
boiod. He made a great deal of work about it, but judge his sur- 
prise, when on the same afternoon he caught a dolphin with the 
identical knife in its belly. The fish was cut up in my presenoe, and 
I saw the knife taken out." — Local Bee. 
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1824 (Nov. 18). — A meeting was held at Alnwick to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of establishing a Mechanics^ Institution for 
the instruction and improvement of the operative classes. The object 
of the meeting having been laid before his grace the duke of North- 
umberland, his grace, with his wonted liberality, approved of it, and 
became its patron. The right honourable earl Grey also became its 
president. June 22nd, 1831, the foundation stone of a new building 
for this institution was laid in the Green Bat, in that town with great 
ceremony, by John Lambert, esq., who generously presented the 
society with the site for the building. — Local Papers. 

The same evening Hexham was first lighted with oil lamps. — Ibid, 

November 19. — An explosion took place in the Dolly pit, Newbottle 
colliery, which proved fatal to the eight deputy overmen and wastemen 
who were below at the time ; and also to three of five others who 
afterwards descended in search of the dead bodies. A partition which 
divided the shaft (it being a double one) was blown from its situation 
and fell to the bottom. — Ibid, 

On the evening of the same day a quantity of gunpowder having 
been accidently ignited in the shop of Mr. Archbold, grocer in 
Wooler, caused a tremendous explosion, by which the windows of 
the shop were driven out, and those of the second and third story of 
the same house, and also those of the adjoining house were broken. 
Some rolls of Spanish juice were driven to the opposite side of the 
street, by which several squares of glass were broken. Mr. Archbold^s 
eyes were much injured by the powder. — Ibid, 

November 24. — Died, at Throckley Fell, Ann Jamieson, aged 102 
years. She remded at Bamborough 58 years, and was one of the 
greatest spinners of the north ; and what was remarkable, during Hie 
last twelve months of her life she spun upwards of forty yards of cloth 
for the use of her son, although she had been blind for above three 
years; and it waa with the greatest difficulty she could be kept from 
her wheel on the morning of her death. — Gmts Mo/g. 

December 6. — The new branch of the turnpike road fipom Tyne- 
bridge to Durham, by Potticar-lane, at the head of Gbteshead, and 
the Low Fell, to avoid the great elevation of the hill-top over which 
the old road went, was conunenced making. The royal mail first 
passed along this road, June I7th, 1826. — Local Papers. 

December 7. — About four o^dock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the carpet manufactory of Messrs. Harrison, Crosby, Dunn and Go., 
at Bamardcastle ; tiie wind at the time blowing very strong fr6m the 
west, caused the flames to increase very rapidly and endanger the 
whole street, but fortunately, in a few minutes, the wind ceased, and 
by the great exertions of the neighbours, the fire was got under, but 
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not till nearly the whole premises were destroyed. Many of the win- 
dows on the opposite fflde of the street were broken, and several 
families near the place removed their goods and children, many of 
them nearly naked. The loss was estimated at «^1,500., and no part 
was insured. — Local Papers. 

December 10. — The out-houses at Balkwell, near North Shields, 
belonging to Mr. Bichard Cowell, were discovered to be on fire, when 
the bam, with a thrashing machine, a byer and a stable in which was 
a fine young horse, were consumed. The stack-garth and dwelling- 
house, by the prompt exertions of the neighbouring farmers, were 
saved from the devouring element. This was supposed to be the act 
of an incendiaiy, as a diort time before, a hay stack was set on fire, 
which Mr. Cowell was positive could not have originated from acci- 
dent, and had therefore kept a watch every night till that on which 
the last conflagration happened. — Ibid, 

December 25. — The wind blew, with short intetvals of calm, a 
perfect hurricane for several days, and the snow, sleet, rain, and frost 
followed each other with astonishing rapidity. The river Tyne was 
swollen to a great extent. The villages by the water side were all 
more or less inundated. At Blaydon the water rushed into one house 
in such a torrent, that it was found to be seven feet deep, and thie 
inmates were obliged to be taken out by a boat from -the window ! A 
butcher in the village had two sheep lost. The coaches were ail 
delayed by the state of the roads. On the above day the horses had 
to swim with the True Briton coach across the river at Gorbridge. It 
was four hours behind its usual time of arrival at Newcastle from 
Carlisle. The Carlisle mail, which ought to have reached Newcastle 
at seven o^clock at night, did not arrive till half-past eleven o^dock on 
the following morning, as they were obliged to stop all night at Hex- 
ham, not deeming it safe to cross the bridge, or rather the river at 
Corbridge. — lUd. 

December 27. — The foundation stone of a Presbyterian chapel in 
connecti(m with the United Secession church of Scotland, was laid in 
the Newbottle road, near Houghtoi>-le-Spring, by George Brobinson, 
esq., of that place, in the presence of part of the congregation. — 
Ibid. 

December. — ^'The Port of Newcastle Association for the Preser- 
vation of Life from Shipwreck,"" was formed. By this association are 
provided life-boats, Manby^s apparatus, Dennett"s rockets, rope-lad- 
ders» and other means to be used under the management of exper- 
ienced persons, at appointed stations, for the protection of life from 
shipwreck, and rewards granted for the preservation of seamen in 
time of danger. — M.8. Col. 
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1824 (December 30). — Died, at Rothbiuy, Christian Lonf, aged 
102 years. — Local Papers. 



Cbtpt— Church op 9t. nicholu (IBU). 

December. — This month, a spaoioua vaulted chapel or crypt,* 
immediately beneath the great window of the north transept of St. 
Nicholases church, Newcastle, and which had formeriy been appropriated 
as a ohamel house, was cleared out with a view to its removal. The 
roof of the vault is semicircular, composed of flat stones and strength- 
ened by a series of five bold longitudinal ribs, and was approached 
by a pointed arohed doorway on the western exterior of the transept. 
On its east side is a remarkably fine 
circular window of five compartments 
. and formed of one stone. There have 
also been four other li^ts on tlie north 
side, which were closed up when the 
large window was erected in the early 
part of the same year. In the soatb 
wall and near the east end is a very 
curious piscinai* with an arch formed 
of two blocks of stone. The length of 
the vault from east to west, is twenty 

* Ci7pt-^>tlfio named bom ■ Greek word, signifyiog — to hide — being below t)ia 
floor or the buildipg of which it formed b part. A vault, (when under a church,} some- 
times used ai a chapel, as an oratoiy, as a confe9■iDna^ as t baptietery, b» the burial pUee 
of a mai^, or sunt, and even as a catacomb ; but the former are its recognised appli- 
ances— 'Bbxsm, ifc 

f Piidna — a nicbe on the south side of the altai in Boman Catholic Churches, eon- 
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three feet and the breadth from north to south, eleven feet. This has 
undoubtedly been one of the ancient chantries * of the church, and 
there is good reason to fix here the site of that of St. Catherine, 
originally founded by Allan Durham, and which bad a second founda- 
tion or augmentation in the reign of Edward III. From the appear- 
ance of the east window already 
mentioned, and the atones remaining 
near it on the outaide of the vault, 
wo are induced to consider them 
not only as having formed part of 
the exterior wall of the transept 
previous to the erection of St. 
George's Porch, but that the vault 
itself may probably have been part 
of the original church, aa from its 
peculiarly massy and solid construc- 
tion, it was not unlikely to survive 
the conflagration of 1216. Two 
other circumstances may also be 
adduced, as favouring the idea, viz : 
that the wails of the transept, both east and west have been built 
upon the flat stones, forming part of the roof of the chapel ; and that 
there are no grooves for the reception of glass, in any part of the 
window above mentioned, from which circumstance it may be con- 
jectured to have been in existence previous to the introduction of Uiat 
material into this country, or at least before it had been generally 
adopted. -f- Th<e intention of removing the crypt was abandoned, 
and both the window ruid the entrance to the vault closed with 
masonry. — MS. Col. 

1824. — WiJfis street Independent chapel. South Shields, founded. 

taining a small basin In wbieh the priest waahed his hands, and beneatb it, a water drain 
thrash whidi he poured the impure iVHter, b« also (when occasion required It,] that in 
which the ehaHoe bad beea riiued, ai well aa all. the coaiecrated water remaining from 
the aervioe. These nidieB firequentlj bare a ahelf acroes them, on which ihe cup was 
placed. Laeatory — is a term as rrequenll; and as proper!^ applied to designate these 
niches — (Bloxam. ^c). 

■ These were small chapels attached to, or forming a part of the church, separately 
•pprapriiled by iheit founders, ftir the chiunting of masses for the dead, and usually 
eootaitung the tomb of the founder, and of others of his bmil;. 

t In bet it is quite evident from aeverel other parts of the church that the whole 
■traclnre was not destroyed in (he Ere alluded to. A reference to the early history of 
the church will afford a Ivrther confirmaHon of this idea, ss we are told it was not finithed 
rebiulding until the year 1359, whereas (he justices itinerant occur as holding (heir coarts 
ill wnie part of the diurcb, nearly a cmtnry before that period. 
VOL. HI. 2 R 
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The register of births and baptisms, containing 83 eotineBj extends 
from 1824 to 1836.— %>. of Pari. Cam. 

1824. — Wesleyan Methodist^s chapel, Stockton on Tees (Duriiara 
and York), founded, The register of births and baptisms, 21 entries, 
extending from 1824 to IS37.— Ibid. 

1825 (Jan. 5). — The Antiquarian society of Newcastle, held their 
twelth anniversary meeting in the rooms provided for their accommo* 
dation in the new erection of the Literary and Philosophical Society in 
Westgate street, James Losh, esq., one of th© vice-presidents, in the 
chair. John Anderson, esq., treasurer, read a very interesting report 
to a numerous attendance. — Local Papers, 

February 2. — In the night of this day (Wednesday), there was a 
tremendous hurricane, which did considerable damage to chimneys, 
buildings, and shipping. It was followed next day by a most extra- 
ordinary high tide. At Newcastle the river rose above the 'quay, <m 
which boats were floated, and several houses on both sides of the 
river Tyne were inundated, keels sunk, and floats of timber set adrift. 
By the tide of Friday morning, several cellars in the lower parts of 
Shields were filled, and other damage sustained; but the greatest 
sufferer was Mr. Wall, of the Low li^ts. North Shields, ship^builder. 
The sea breaking heavily upon the quay in front of the building-yard, 
washed the same away, and two vessels on the stocks, the one intended 
for a brig of about 1 20 tons, timbered and partly planked, and the 
other a sloop nearly finished, were washed off, and the larger vessel 
laid a complete wreck. The sloop was, by the praiseworthy exertions 
of several of the inhabitants and seamen of tlie town, with much 
difficulty got into a place of safety, but not without receiving much 
damage, and in the whole, it was calculated that Mr. Wall had sus- 
tained a loss of nearly <^700. A subscription was commenced for the 
sufiferer. The ground washed away at the Low4ight8^ was almost 
beyond belief. Part of the wall in front of Clifford Vfort, abo gave 
way, over which the sea broke with tremendous fuiy ; nor were the 
banks and rocks at the extremity of Gullercoats sands, abie to with- 
stand the impetuosity of the waves. A huge rock, wfaidi projected 
jike a canopy, fell to the ground, and an inroad of several feet into 
the slaty bank, was visible. At Seaton Sluice, the tide was the highest 
ever remembered by the eldest inhabitant. The wind blew a heavy 
gale from the northward, and the sea was tremendously high, which, 
with the tide, threatened at one time to destroy the harbour. A 
t^r^9<^h was made by the sea through one of the piers, but by very 
great ej^ertions it was repaired before the next tide. The whole of 
the east side of the stone pier was destroyed, and the entrance to the 
old harbour blocked up. The vessels in the port, fortunately did not 
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sustain any damage. At Blyth also, the tide rose to ^u Uilprece^ 
dented height. A house adjoining Mr. Hutchinson^s school, was 
wadied down, and the inmates^ six in number, narrowly escaped being 
drowned. The poor woman of the house had only been brought to 
bed the preceding evening; Great praise was due to lieutenant Hall, 
B. N., and to Mr. John Campbell, for their benevolence and humanity 
to the poor sufferers. At Newbigging, considerable damage was also 
done by the same storm. The tide was extremely high at Sunderland, 
and accompanied by a tremendous sea, which caused great destruction 
to the cliffii at the edge of the moor, immense portions of which were 
washed away; the sea rushed up the banks with such force, as in 
many places to extend twenty yards on the moor. The ship Brance* 
path castle, in making the harbour, carried away a great portion of 
the temporary pier ; and on the following day, the remainder of the 
pier was carried away by a Scots brig ; both vessels were injured. — 
Local Papers. 

1825 (Feb. 6). — A new chapel belonging to the Baptists, called 
Salem chapd, was first opened for divine service at South Shields, 
and seimons were preached by captain Grardiner, and the rev. J. 
Stratton, of Sunderland, after which the sum of i£16. 8s. 6d. was 
collected in aid of the building fund. — lUd. 

Fd>ruary 13. — Died, at Stockton-upon-Tees, William Sleigh, esq., 
aged 66, a lieut. col. in the army, and one of his majesty's justices of 
&e peace for the county of Durham. In very eaxly life col. Sleigh en- 
tered the army. He went into the 19th regiment of foot, in August, 
1775; was made lieutenant, 1778, and captain in 17S0. His regi- 
ment was ordered to North America during the war with the colonies, 
which he accompanied ; and soon after he was engaged in two actions, 
one of which was at Eutaws, in North Carolina, in 1781. After 
his return to England in 1785, he married Ann, the only child and 
heiress of John Ward, esq., of Billingham, who survived him, without 
rasue. In 1790, he became captain of the 23rd regiment, and in 
1794, li^itenimt-dolonel of the 83rd. He afterwards (having retired 
bom the army), accepted the commission of major in the Durham 
regim^ii of mflitia: and, snbsequ^[itly, was appointed inspecting 
colonel of volunteers. His last service was commander of volunteer 
eavalty in his own district: and in all these services he acquitted 
himself as an experienced and judicious officer. In his youth colonel 
Sleigh, after being removed tram a private schooli finished his edu^ 
cation nnd^ the superintendence of the rev^ Hugh Moises^ the 
distinguished master of the grammar-school, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne ) 
Here cdlonel Slei^^ imbibed a taste for classical leammg^ which hn 
enltifated to the end cf his liie,^-^Gmf$ Mag^ 
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1825 (Feb. 20). — A neat and oommodioue Methodist chapel was 
opened at Sadberge, near Darlington by Messrs. Atkinson and 
Noel, local preachers at the latter place. — Local Papen. 

February 23. — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of the 
inhabitants of North and South Shields, was held at the Northum- 
berland Arms inn, North Shields, when it was resolved to erect an iron 
bridge of suspension over the river Tyne, between these towns. 
Captain Samuel Brown, B. N., the original projector of suspension 
bridges, having made the necessary surveys, gave in his estimate of 
ri£*93,000., which the gentlemen friendly to the project determined 
should be disposed of in shares of <£^100. each and in consequence, 
plans and elevations were engraved and shares disposed of. The late 
William Chapman, esq., of Newcastle, civil engineer, made several re- 
ports, and Mr. Telford, of London, was also consulted, both of which 
gentlemen confirmed its practicability ; yet this project has been laid 
aside, and two steam ferries have since been established. — Ibid. 

February 26. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Grace Cummins, aged 
100 years. — Ihid. 

March 3. — Died, between Mount Sinai and Tor, on the Bed Sea, the 
rev. Joseph Cook, M. A. Fellow of Christ^s college, Cambridge, and 
younger son of the rev. Joseph Cook, of Newton-hall, Northumberland. 
After spending some years in the University, with the highest credit 
and honour to himself, and having proceeded B. A. 1813, M. A. 1816, 
he went to the continent in 1820. He visited Holland, France, 
Germany, and Switzerland, and resided four years in Italy, devoting^ 
his time to the public performance of his clerical duties at the English 
chapel at Rome, and that of the Ambassador at Naples, and to the 
study and contemplation of the interesting objects with which those 
classical shores abound ; and having quaUfied himself for a fidl and 
minute examination of those regions, doubly interesting as being the 
sources of both sacred and profane history, he set out from Malta in 
August 1824, on a tour to Egypt and the Holy Land, accompanied by 
Dr. Bromhead, of Cambridge, and Mr. Lewis, of the navy. Having 
penetrated beyond the second cataract of the Nile, the party returned 
to Cairo, from whence they proceeded to Mount Sinai. The fatigue 
of this journey, the inclemency of the weather, and the privations 
inseparable from travelling in those countries, so weakened him 
(although he left Cairo apparently in perfect health), that after 
stopping a few days at Mount Sinai to recruit his strength, he waa 
unable to reach Tor, and, under circumstances fraught with the most 
deep and awful interest, expired on his camel in the Pass Wady 
Hebram, near Mount Serbal. His remains were deposited by his 
companions in the burying-ground of a Ghreek church, near the Wells 
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of Elim, a spot whicli he had expressed the most anxious wish to 
▼isit, and which, to use the words of his fHend, Dr. Bromhead, 
" Could he have foreseen hie fate, he would probably have aeleoted as 
his last earthly abode." — Gmfg. Mag, 

1825 (March 12). — In the night, Etal mill, near Wooler, occupied 
by Mr. George Oswald, was burnt down. The origiii of the fire 
oonld not be accounted for. — Local Papers. 



March 19. — Died, at Hompstead, ar Ralph Noel, of Halnaby, 
county York, and the county of Durham, bart. He succeeded to the 
baronetcy on the death of his father, sir Ralph Milbanke, of HalnabyT 
bart., 8th January 1798, and represented the county of Durham in 
five eacceasive parliaments. On retiring from the representation of 
the county, in 1812, he received a nnanimous tote of thanks from his 
constituents for his futhful services in parliament. He married 
JaditJi, eldest daughter of Thomas viscount Wentworth, on whose 
death he was permitted by royal licence, 29th May, 1815, to use the 
simame of Noel only. His only daughter and heiress, Anne Isabella, 
married George Gordon lord Byron, 2nd January 1815, by whom she 
had an only daughter Ada. 

" Ada ! sole daughter of my house and heart." 

Sharp's Knts of Dwr. 

March. — Labourers employed in digging for gravel in a field at 
Hartbum, near Stockton, discovered two human skeletons, one at 
the depth of two feet, the other at the depth of four feet, and about 
ten yards asunder. From the appearance of the bones, it was evident 
they had lain long in the ground, and had been full grown persons. — 
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1825 (April 10). — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Elspeth Maimers, 
aged 102 years. About twelve months before her death she had a 
great toe amputated, and bore the operation with great firmness.— 
Local Papers, 

April 11. — "The Stockton, Yarm, and Norton Institution for the 
instruction of Mechanics, and for the promotion of useful knowledge,** 
was founded. — Brerjoster. 

May 1 . — His grace the duke of Northumberland, had an audience 
with his majesty, and took his leave preparatory to his grace^s embassy 
to Paris, to be present at the coronation of the king of France, as the 
representative of the king of England. The next day, their graces the 
duke and duchess with their suite, left Northumberland house, and 
arrived at Canterbury the same evening, whence they proceeded to 
Bourne-place, the residence of the honourable archdeacon Percy, 
where they dihed and slept, and proceeded the following morning to 
Dover. His grace'^s suite which consisted of ten carriages, had arri- 
ved there the day before. His grace was received with every demon- 
stration of respect, and the usual discharge of artillery from the 
heights. A numerous retinue of servants and horses had arrived at 
Payne'^s York hotel, some days previous. His majesty's steam vessels 
the Lightning and Comet, had arrived in the harbour a day or two 
before, for the purpose of conveying the duke across the channel, and 
in which his grace and suite embarked amidst the huzzas of thouisands 
of the spectators, who thronged the pier heads. On leaving the har- 
bour, the cannon again resounded from the batteries, to which the 
Brazen, man-of-war, lying in the roads, and intended as a convoy, 
commanded by captain George WilliSj replied, by firing a royal salute 
as the steam vessels approached her. — Local Pap^s. 

May 1. — Died, at CuUercoats, Mrs. Mary Barnes, widow, aged 101 
years. — Ihid. 

Mtii,y 3. — ^The foundation stone of the north pier of an intended 
chain bridge, over the river Tyne, at the west boat j near He^diam^ 
was laid. — IMd. 

May 11. — Messrs. 0. and <J. Green, ascended in tho car attached 
to thieh: magnifidient balloon, from the Ntin's-fleld, in Newcastle^ 
amidst aft immense concourse of spectators. The day being doudy 
they were soon out of sight, but to gratify the spectators, they de^ 
scended so as to be again visible, they thisn ascended and taking a 
north west direction, alighted near NewbSggen, about four miles, 
west fh)m Newcairttej On tho 28td, theise gentlemen again ascended 
from the same place, but from an accident in the Valve, it was with 
difficulty that they reached a field near the white lead works at Low 
Elswick, near Newcastle. The balloon having dragged the car ovef 
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a wall and through a hedge, all its splendid deoorations were torn 
off it and nothing left but the wicker work. Failing in this at- 
tempt, these gentlemen again asoended on the 30th of the same 
month. The balloon rose most majestically from the Nun's-field, in 
an almost perpendicular direction to a great height^ and bore away to 
the south, crossing the whole county of Durham, and finally alighted 
near the Tontine inn, Yorkshire, a distance of forty<*eight miles from 
Newcastle. The daring aeronauts having secured the balloon, pro- 
ceeded to Stockton, where they were greeted on their arrival by an 
immense multitude of pec^e. June 16th, Messrs. Green ascended 
from Stockton. The balloon took a westerly direction for about four 
miles, when it met with a counter current, which brought it back 
again over the town, where it appeared stationary as if for the double 
gratification of the great concourse of people assembled at that plaee 
to witness it. It then bore away rapidly for the mouth of the river 
Tees, but meeting with another current, it was carried in the direction 
of Acklam-hall, between which place and Morton, the intrepid voy«> 
agers landed in perfect safety, after being absent from the eartih forty- 
five minutes. July 6th, Mr. George Green ascended from the Palace- 
green, in the city of Durham. The weather being fine, a great 
concourse of people had assembled. The balloon, though not above 
half inflated with gas, ascended a few minutes after four o'clock, and 
had a most beautiful i^pearance. It took a south-eastern direction, 
and after remaining in the air for about thirteen minutes, desc^ided 
in a field of wheat on the estate of John Gregson, at Whitwell Grange, 
about three miles from Durham. The descent was seen with the 
naked eye, by several spectators from the city. A post chaise and 
four, which was dispatched immediately after the descent, returned to 
Durham with Mr. Green and a friend, soon after six o'clock. The 
greatest elevation of the balloon during this short voyage was 2,200 
teet as proved by the fluctuation of the mercury. July 14th, Messrs. 
G. and W. Green made a fourth ascent from the NunVfield, in New- 
castie. The aeronauts left the earth about ten minutes before one 
o'clock, and immediately took a north easterly direction. When they 
were at the greatest height, the balloon remained stationary for near 
ten minutes; and after being in the atmp^^e for twemty minutes, 
having a distinct view of the sea, which appeaired almost, perpendicu- 
larly under them, they deemed it prudent to d^cend. , This appeared 
the more necessary as they observed the wind below them was from 
the south-west The a^rcmauts landed with ease and safety, in a 
field a mile from Long Benton.^ This ascent was not surpassed by 
any of the former exhibitions,, in dignity and splendour; and the 
clearness of the atmosphere enabled the eye to follow the adventurers 
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to a painful height, while the dagtling efiblgenoe of the sun made the 
^ectocle almost too brilliant to behold. — Local Papers. 

1825 (May 21). — Died, in Pilgiim-Bta'eet, Newcastle, after a lingei- 
ing illness, Thomas Charlton Sykes, a native of that town in tlie SSiid 
year of his age. He possaBsed a bold, vigorous, aod well-oultivatAd 
mind, a rapid oonoeption of ideas, and a fine poetio taste, wbicli gave 
promise of future escellenoe, but a delicate constitution, unadapted 
to the sedentary habits he had aoquired through a love of study, 
gradually gave way and destroyed his earthly proepeots. After a 
lingering illness, which he bore with great composure and redgnation, 
he expired without a struggle at the early age of 21, deeply hunented 
by his friends, and regretted by all who knew him. — Dur. Adt. 

1 825 (June 8). — The foundation stone of a new lightrhouse, erected 
by the Trinity board of Kewcastle, was hud on the Longatone rook, 
one of the Fam islands, on the coast of Northumberiand. February 
15th, 1826, the light was exhibited for the first time in this new 
light-house. — Local Papers. 



The Farm LIgeit (1i«8). 

June 16. — The foundation stone of a new bridge at the oooflumoe 
of the rivulets at the head of the Old Bum-lane, Hexham, was laid 
in tnasonic form by Mr. Matthew Wilson, saddler, amidst a great 
number of the inhabitants of the town and neighbouibood. — Ibid. 

June 20. — The infant school at the Orphan-house, in Newoastie, 
was opened, and upwards of seventy children from two to five-and-a 
half years of age were entered. Other in&nt schools have anee been 
established at Newcastle. — Ibid. 
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1825 (June 23).-Th6 foundation of the new building for the Lying-in 
hospital was laid in Bridge-Btreet, Newcastle. The elevations, details, 
and spec! ficat ions of the several works were gratuitously supplied by 
John Dobson, esq., architect ; the building is exceedingly chaste, and 
well adapted for the purpose intended, in the style of English archi- 
tecture which prevailed about three centuries ago. There is an oriel 
window in front ; and the ornamented canopy sills are very finely 
executed. The expense of the building and fitting up amounted to 
£1,560. The average ntimber of patients for the last twenty years 
has been sixty-eight- — M8, Col. 



June 26. — About half-past two o'clock in the morning (Sunday) an 
alarming fire was discovered in the manufactory of Mr. Harvey, 
tobacconist, head of the Side, Newcastle. Engines were sent for 
with all possible dispatch, and they continued to play till about half- 
past five o'clock, when, by great exertions, the fire was overcome. 
The presses and a cutting-machine were destroyed, and the whole of 
the building, from the ground-floor to the roof, was entirely consumed, 
It was with the greatest difficulty that Mr. Harvey's shop, and Mr. 
Wylie's flax -warehouse, adjoining, were preserved from tlie flames. 
The premises fronting to the street are represented in the above cut. 
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and it is the house in which lord Gollingwood is said to have been 
bom. — Local Papers^ S^c. 

1825 (July 3). — This evening, an explosion took place in the Juliet 
pit, belonging to Messrs. Lamb aad Co., at Harraton Outside, near 
Ohester-le-street, by which dreadful accident eleven human beings lost 
their lives, and all the horses down the shaft were destroyed. Had it 
happened a few hours later, the number of pitmen and boys in the 
mine would have been forty or fifty. No cause could be assigned for 
this lamentable catastrophe. — lUd. 

The Scotch church at Hexham was built, and opened for divine 
worship July 8th ; the rev. James Richardson being the minister. 
The congregation under a long succession of Presbyterian ministers 
had worshipped previously in an old and inconvenient building on 
Gilligate bank, commonly called the Whig meeting. There was for- 
merly another congregation of this creed in Hexham, who had their 
meeting-house at the Sandy foundation, near the Hall^orchard. 
James Richardson died, December 11th, 1830, in his fortieth year, 
deeply regretted, he was succeeded by William Nixon, Robt. Carswell, 
and Jas. Blair. The edifice is a good substantial building, in a choice 
situation, — the junction of the Battle-hill and Hencotes with the Seal. 
The site was given by T. W. Beaumont, esq., but the building and 
law expenses were costly, and created a debt which crushed the 
minister, and continues to embarrass the people. A division took 
place on the appointment of Mr. Nixon, which originated the Seces- 
sion church at Hexham. — Jo$ Bidley^s MSS, 

July 26. — Died, at Preston, near North Shields, Mrs Mary Verdy, 
aged 100 years. — Local Papers. 

July. — ^About three o'clock on the morning a fire broke out in the 
Giunberland, a trader between Newcastle and London, which was 
then lying in the river Tyne, off South Shields, with a valuable cargo 
of goods for the latter port. There was about o6*2000 worth of whale- 
bone belonging to one gentleman on board, besides lead and other 
goods. The origin of the fire was unknown, but it was conjectured 
that a quantity of charcoal in the hold had ignited. By great exer- 
tions the vessel was got over the river to the Dortwich sand, on the 
north side, but all attempts to extinguish the flames were unavailing 
till she was reduced to a shelL and the greater part of the goods 
was destroyed, — Local Bee. 

August 3. — Li consequence of existing diff^ences between the 
sMpowners and seamen of the port of Sundarland, the latter, on the 
above day, attempted forcibly to prevent ships going out to sea, when 
a most melancholy affair took pbboe. A ship called the Bu/^y, was 
going out with a number of special constables on board, ta protect 
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the crew, when the men assembled in great numbers, and attempted 
to prevent her by boarding. They soon overpowered the civil force, 
when a troop of the 3rd Light dragoons from the barracks at New- 
castle, who had been sent for some time before, to assist in preserving 
the peace on the river Wear, were called upon to assist the magis- 
trates in getting the ship out to sea. They succeeded in driving the 
intruders out of the ship, but in passing the noirth sand where ships 
are obliged to keep in shore, those on board were assailed with stones 
and other missiles, from a numerous mob of men and women, which 
they bore with patience a considerable time, but one of the soldiers 
having been severely wounded in ihe face, they were ordered to fire 
in their own defence, which they did at first over the heads of the 
rioters, but without the desired efibct. Seven or eight shots were 
then fired at the crowd, by which three men were killed, and 
another was mortally wounded, and died next morning. Several 
were wounded. After this affiay the town remained in great com- 
motion for some time, but, more military having been procured from 
the barracks at Newcastle, the mob dispersed without any further 
mischief. The names of the four men who were killed were William 
Wallace, Thomas Aird, John Dovor, and Ralph Hunter Oreighton. 
The coroner's verdict upon the three former was justifiable homicide ; 
but, upon the latter, who was a carpenter, a verdict was returned of 
accidental deaths he not being engaged in the riot, but a spectator. 
In a day or two after, another man, a labourer, died, in consequence 
of having received a shot when going from his work. — Local Papers. 

1825 (August 17). — Died, at Monkwearmouth-shore, Mai^ret 
Nichol, aged 104 years. — Ihid. 

August 19. — Died, in the Freemetfs hospital, in the Manor-chare, 
Newcastle, of which he was governor, aged 68, Mr. John Marshall. 
He was the only son of a respectable timber merchant in Newcastle, 
had many rich relatives, and was cousin to the rev. George Walker, 
F. B. S. His classical education was completed at the grammar- 
school of this town, under the superintendence of the rev. Hugh 
Moises, M. A. Unfortunately, his parents died while he was a 
youth; and his property gradually melted away, in consequence of 
a series of imprudent speculations. Being, as he expressed it, "jilted 
by Dame Fortune, and deserted by his summer friends,^ he embraced 
a seafaring life. Tiring of this, he joined the profession of teachers, 
the members of which are finely delineated in his " Portrait of a 
Village Pedagogue.'' In 1804, he performed his " Walk from New- 
castle to Keswick,'' where he was hospitably received by his friend, 
Mr. Crossthwaite, proprietor of the Museiun of Natural and Artifi- 
cial Curiosities, and who procured lum a vacant school in the re^ 
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tired vale of Newlaada. About a year afterwards, by the reoom- 
mendation of the ourate of Battermere, he beoame the Peda^t^e <A 
Loweswater, where, with his reverend friend, he smoked "the pipe 
of pesaa," &ad drank bwne-brewed ale, in the neat cottage of Mary 
of Buttermere. After thia he kept a school at Mcurpeth, at Murton, 
and at Newburn; but his want c^ pmdenoe, his love of conTivial 
oompany, and his increasing age, compelled him, in 1819, to aeek 
shelter in the Weatgate hospital, whence he was removed to Jeaus' 
hospital. He was a good classieal scholar, and understood French 
and BOOiB of the other modem languages. Boaidea his Village Peda- 
gogue, he was author of sevo^ leaser pieces of poetry, that display 
considerable taste and fancy. — Mackenzie. 

1825 (August 29). — -The lord biahop of Oxford consecrated a new 
ehapel of ease at East Bainton, in the parish of Houghton-le-spring, 
in the county of Durham. — Local Papert. 

September 1. — The lord btsbop of Oicford consecrated the new 
church of Falstone, in the county of Northumberland. This is one 
of the livmgs into which the krge rectory of Simonbum, was divided 
by act of parliament.^-J'&M^. 



September 6. — Died, at Blyth, Northumberland, Mr. Wilh'am Cair, 
blacksmith. He was born at Hartley Old Engine, on the 3rd of 
April 1766. At the early age of eleven years he was apprentised to 
his father. At 17 he measured 6 feet 3| inches high, and weighed 16 
stones ; he could lift seven or eight hundred weight with ease. At 
30 years of age he weighed 24 stones, and stood 6 feet 4 inches high. 
At this period he is said to have carried au anchor weighing 10 
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hundred weight, from the sands to his father^s diop for repairs. By 
his frequent and violent exertions of this nature at a period of life 
when most men are usually in their prime, he became quite enfeebled, 
and unable to sustain his immense body. For some time he supported 
himself with the aid of sticks, but nature at I^igth refused to be 
supplied in this way, and he finally took to his bed, where for several 
years he lay and was sddom moved. Distressed in mind, and weali> 
ened in body, this once Herculean and stupendous being closed his 
existence in the sixtieth year of his age.- — Mem, of Wm. Carr. 

1825 (Sep. 12). — His royal highness the duke of Brunswick and 
suite passed through Newccusrfle from Scotland. — Loectl Pcfper». 

September 16. — About half past ten o'clock at night, a person 
having the appearance of a porter, brought a traveUing trunk to the 
Turf hotel coach- office, in Ck^ngwood street, Newcastie, •^ere it was 
left for the purpose of being forwarded the following morning to 
Edinburgh. The address it bore was "James Syme, esq., 6, Forth- 
street, Edinbm'gh," but in consequence of its having been deposited in 
that part of iJie office where paoka^s were placed f^ the south 
coach, and no coaches going north on the Sunday, it was detained till 
the Monday, when a most naseous smell was felt from a liquid oozing 
therefrom. When the trunk was opened by order of the magistrates, 
it was found to contain the tody of a young woman supposed to be 
about 19 years of age, of fair complexion, light eyes and yellow hair, 
and without any marks of violence. A similar package which arrived 
by the Telegraph coach from Leeds, on the night of January 6, 1826, 
containing the dead body of a woman, whose stature must have ex- 
ceeded six feet ; and another, brought from beyond York, on the 15th 
of the same month, in which was the body of a man, were detained 
and opened at the same office. Ooroner'^s inquests were held in each 
case, after which the bodies were interred. — Ibid. 

September 27. — The Stockton and Dariington railway was formally 
opened by the proprietors for the use of the public. It is 25 miles 
in length. To give ecl4t to the public opening of the road a pro- 
gramme was issued, stating that the proprietors would assemble at 
the permanent engine below Brusselton Tower, about nine miles west 
of Darlington, at eight o'clock. Accordingly the committee assem- 
bled at the bottom of Brusselton engine plane, near West Auckland, 
and here the carriages loaded with coals and merchandise, were drawn 
up the eastern ridge, by the Brusselton engine, a distance of 1960 
yards, in 7i minutes, and then lowered down the plane on the east 
side of the hill, 880 yards in 5 minutes. At the foot of the plane the 
locomotive engine was ready to receive the carriages, and here the 
novelty of the scene, and the fineness of the day, had attracted an 
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immenfie concourse of spectators, the fields on each side of the rail- 
way being literally covered with ladies, and gentlemen on horseback, 
and pedestrians of all kinds. The train of carriages were then attach- 
ed to the locomotive engine, bnilt by Mr. George Stephenson, in 
the following order: — 1. Locomotive engine, with the enpneer (Mr. 
G^rge Stephenson) and assistants. 2. Tender, with coals and 
water; next, six waggons, loaded with coals and flour; then an 
elegant covered coadb, with the committee, and oiber proprietors <^ 
the railway ; then 21 waggons, fitted up for passengers ; and, last of 
all, six waggons, loaded with coals, middng, altogether, a train of 38 
carriages, exclusive of the engine and tender. Tickets were dis- 
tributed to the number of near 300, but, such was the pressure and 
crowd, that both loaded and empty carriages were instantly filled 
with passengers. The signal being given, the engine started off with 
this immense train of carriages, and, such was its velocity, that in 
some parts, the speed was frequently 12 miles an hour,* and, at that 
time, the number of passengers were counted to be 450, which, 
together with the coals, merchandise, and carriages, would amount to 
near 90 tons. After some little delay in arranging the procession, 
the en^e, with its load, arrived at Darlington, a distance a! 8f miles, 
in 65 minutes. Six waggons loaded with coals, intended for Darling* 
ton, v^ere then left behind, and, obtaining a fresh supply of vmter, 
and, arranging the procession to accommodate a band of music and 
passengers from Dariington, the engine set off again, and arrived at 
Stockton in 3 hours and 7 minutes, including stops, the distance being 
nearly 12 miles. On the arrival of the procession at Darlington, it 
-was received with bursts of applause. By the time the cavalcade 
arrived at Stockton, where it was received witti great joy, there were 
not less than 600 persons within, and hanging by the carriages, which 
excited a deep interest and admiration. Part of the workmen were 
entertained at Stockton, and part at Yarm, and there was a grand 
dinner for the proprietors and their most distinguished guests, to the 
number of 102, at the Town-hall in Stockton. Thomas Meynell, esq., 
6( Yarm, was in the chair, and the mayor of the town acted as vice^ 
president. The first rail of the Stockton and Darlington raUway was 
laid by Thomas Meynell, esq., of the Friarage, Yarm, near St. John's 
Well, Stockton, where the depdt for coal is now erected, on the 23rd 
of May, 1822, with public ceremonies and rejoicings. — Local Papers. 
1825 (Oct. 2). — The farm-house upon the lands of Dukesfield, near 

* Thus the honour of the first introduction of locomotive engines on public railways 
belongs to the county of Durham ; and it was not until after several years evidence of the 
results that Liverpool and Manchester improved on the experiment by an increase of the 
speed to the rate of thirty miles in forty minutes.— ilf/S». Col 



A. D. ISSS.] TABLE BOOK. 819 

Bamborough was discovered to be on fire. Mr. Lilbum, the tenant, 
and the heads of his family, had gone to the meeting on the morning* 
and had left the house in the charge of the servant girl. She and 
the younger part of the family having widked into the fields, it was 
long before the fire was discovered, and, before assistance could be 
procured the house was nearly enveloped in flames. The whole of the 
furniture (some trifling things excepted), the linen, the wearing 
apparel, a stock of wool, and cash in notes to a considerable amount, 
were entirely destroyed. Fortunately the house had no connecticHU 
with the outbuildings and stack yard. — Local Papers. 

1826 (October 5). — ^An explosion took place in Hebbum collieiy by 
which four men were suffocated by the after-damp. The carbureted 
hydrog^i gas took fire at a steel mill which was employed while the 
Davy lamps were cooling. — IMd. 

October 12. — ^A pair of spectacles in a steel case, were taken out 
pf the maw of a sabnon in the fish-market, Newcastle. — Ibid, 

October 18. — Died, at Hexham, Mrs. Jane Eutherford, in her 
106th year. — Ibid. 

November 6. — This morning (Sunday), at a little before five 
o^dpck, an alarming fire broke out in premises occupied by Mr« 
Charlton, tallow-chandler, at the foot of Gallowgate, adjoining St. 
Andrew'^s church-yard, Newcastle. From the tallow-house it com- 
municated to a stable on one side, and a dwelling-house on the 
other. The stable and tallow-house quickly fell a jn^y to the devour^ 
ing element, together with two horses in the former. The dwellings 
house was in such a state of conflagration, that the inmates were glad 
to escape ahnost in a state of nudity, with there lives. Eveiy article 
of furniture and wearing apparel belonging to these people were en- 
tirely destroyed. — Ibid. 

November 14. — Died, at Edinburgh, John Fuller, esq., M.D* 
Dr. Fuller was the author of " The Histoiy of Berwick-upod-Tweed, 
including a short account of the Villages of Tweedmouth and Spittal, 
&C."*' with engravings, 8vo., 1799. In 1824? the Dr. issued prospec- 
tuses for " A general View of the Border History of England and 
Scotland,'' but which was not published in his life time. — Ibid, 

November 16. — ^A new chapel, in connection with the church of 
Scotland, called St. George's chapel, was opened for divine service in 
ViUierVstreet, Bishopwearmouth.— iJwf. 

November 19. — ^Died, in Grindon-chare, Newcastle, Abigail Gray^ 
aged 101 years. She retained all her faculties to the last. — Ibid. 

The Mechanical and Scientific institution of Morpeth was estab- 
lished. — Ibid. 

1826 (Jan. 2). — The new fish-market, at the east end of the 
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guildhall, Newcastle, was first opened by a grand processioa of the 
dealers, attended by a band of music. A disner was given to them 
on the occafiion, and All Saints' bells mug many a merry peal. — Hid. 
1825 (Jan. 3). — A murder was committed upon the body of Joseph. 
Hedley, a highly respectable man, better known in the neighbourhood 
by the name of "Joe the Qwilter,'" than by his own. He was a b<^- 
tary widower, 80 years old, residing in a cottage in HomerVlane, 
near Wardon, Korthumberland, and living partly on alms and partly 
still by his own industry. 

" Hie qniltB with country &me was crowned, 
"So neady stitched, and all the ground 
"Adorned with flowers or figured round," 
that his as^stanoe in this branch of art, aa well as his entertaining 
and lively company, was much sought after by all the neighbourhood ; 
and his cottage and adjoining garden were models of neatness. He 
was known, too, at times, to grace his board with some four silver 
table spoons, and two silver salts; and his tea-table with sUver- 
spoons ; and all this decency of appearance, and a constant flow of good 
and kind feeling, while they made him widely beloved, excited some 
envious calumniator to spread abroad a report that he was wealthy, 
and this became seduction to the cupidity and cruelty of another too 
powerful to resist. His cottage, body, and clothing, when his mangled 
remains were found, retaining convincing proofs that he had made a 
brave and powerful struggle to save life. The murderer remains un- 
detected. — HodgiofCs NoriAd. 



Joe the QuitTER'a Cottaoe (ie»S). 



CHAPTER XIV. 



n HE first ooals from the new colliery on the Spring- 
^ well ostoie, belonging to the right honourable 
lord BavenBwortb, and partners, were, on the 
i_ i7th of January 1826, conveytid down the new 
^ railway (about five and a half miles in length) to 
^ the river Tyne, and put on board the ship Industry, 
at the improved new drop, erected on the Jarrow Grange estate of 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq. About half-past eight o'clock on the morning, 
the excellent band composed or his lordship and partners'' colliers 
at Mount moor, in their new uniforms, with cockades at their caps, 
marched to the pit, playing several pleasing aire, and followed by a 
great concourse of spectators, amongst whom was an individual ifearly 
100 years old, (who had expressed a wish to see the first coals go 
from the pit, having, when a girl, on a like occasion, seen the first 
coals sent from the old colliery to the Wear,) for the accommodation 
of whom the agents sent a carriage to convey her thither, and gave her 
a cockade which she displayed at her bonnet. The procession left 
the p't at nine o'clock in four waggons, fitted up for the accommoda- 
tion of the band, the agents of the colliery, and several ladies and 
gentlemen visitors, with a numerous concourse of persons on foot, 
and with eight chaldron waggons of coals, descended tho inclined 
plane, and, preceded by the band, passed onwards towards the Tyne. 
On the coal waggons crossing the turnpike road from Sunderland to 
Newcastle, the company gave three cheers, the band playing " God 
s ;ve the king." On the procession arriving at Monktcn, it was joined 
by some of the agents of the other collieries of his lordship and part- 
ners, and other gentlemen, and finally arrived at the top of the in- 
clined plane, near the river, about half-past eleven o'clock, where 
numbers had assembled to join the procession, and view the operation 
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of shipping the coab, which are called Lord Ravensworth and Part- 
ners' Peareth's Wallsend, After placing the band in front of the 
cottages built on the spot, the coal waggons passed down the plane, 
one at a time, and landing upon the platform of the drop, were low- 
ered on to the deck of the ship. The emptying of the first waggon 
was announced by a discharge of cannon, returned by a Uke dischai^ 
from the opposite shore. After the emptying of the coal wagons, 
the agents with a few select friends proceeded to Newcastle, and 
partook of an excellent dinner provided for the occasion by Mr. 
Bichardson, of the Three Indian Kings Inn. — Zocal Papert. 

]826 (Jan. 17.) — On the morning a terrible explosion of fire-damp, 
took place in Jarrow colliery, near South Shields, Durham, belonging 
to Thomas and Eobert Brown, eaqre , of London, by which thirty-four 
men and boys were killed ; and some others much burnt. Forty-five 
horses and two asses were also killed in the mine. The explo^on 
took place in the Bensham pit, which had been recently sunk to the 
lowest seam. The cause could not be ascertained, as none who were 
in the place where the blast originated, were saved. It appeared on 
the coroner's inquest, on tlie body of Biohard Bell, one of the sufferers, 
that the overmen and deputies had inspected all the workings on tJie 
morning of the day on which the accident occurred, and the wastemen 
had gone through the waste. There waa no appearance of danger, 
but on the contrary, the pit seemed well ventilated, and in a perfectly 
safe state. The number down the pit at the time was forty-eight. — 
Ibid. 

January 22. — Died, at the vicarage 
bouse, in Newcastle, the rev, John Smith, 
A. M., vicar of that town, in the 61st 
year of his age. He was a fellow of 
Trinity college, Cambridge, and a member 
of the senate. About the year 1790, he 
was appointed second master of West- 
minster school, under the rev. Dr. Vin- 
cent, he was afterwards presented with 
the living of Silkstone, near Bamsley, in 
Yorkshire, and in 1801, succeeded to the 
Wcarage of Newcastle, upon the demise 
of the rev. J, D. Carlyle, During a 
constant residence for nearly twenty-two 
years upon his cure, he made many friends 
by his kind and hospitable disposition. 
He was an example of christian charity, 
for he not only "did not seek his own," but in many instances 
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returned what he received, and gave away privately to the extent of 
his means, while to the public charities of the place he was a liberal 
benefactor, and promoted many of them by the most vigilant personal 
attention and unceasing exertions. February the 1st. his remains 
were interred in a vault in St. Nicholas^ church- yard near the library 
door, with every token of respect from great numbers of his sorrowing 
parishioners. The procession was previously arranged in the vestries 
of the respective churches, and set out from the vicarage about one 
o'*clock. It was altogether on foot. The beadles with their staves 
led the way, followed by mutes ; next came the boys and girls of St. 
Nicholas' charity schools. The caps of the former were trimmed with 
crape, and they had also a crape rosette on the left arm. The dresses 
of the girls were also similarly trimmed. They were followed by the 
several parochial officers, select vestrymen, &c. of the town. The 
clergy of the established church followed, and the procession was closed 
by a number of the private friends of the deceased, among whom 
were the mayor of Newcastle (George Forster, esq.), and several of 
the corporate body. The churchwardens, &c., wore scarfs and hat- 
bands, the rest of the gentlemen hatbands only. From an early hour 
on the morning till the interment, the great bells of the several 
churches tolled, the flag on the castle was displayed half-staff high, 
and the shops in the line of the procession were all closed. The con- 
course of spectators was immense, and so eager were they to witness 
the interment that a great portion of the wooden paling on the south 
side of the church-yard was broken down by the pressure. — Local 
Papers. 

1826 (Jan. 23). — Died, at Loosing hill, near Bavensworth, Durham, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, aged 100 years, enjoying her memory to the 
last. — Ibid. 

January 30. — Died, the venerable Reynold Gideon Bouyer, arch- 
deacon of Northumberland, prebendary of Durham, rector of Howick, 
and vicar of North AUerton, with the chap^lries of Brompton and 
Dighton, all in the diocese of Durham. He was of Jesus coUege, 
Cambridge, LL.B. 1769, was appointed prebendary of Durham in 
1791, was presented to Allerton by the dean and chapter in 1814, and 
to Howick by the bishop. He published " A Sermon preached before 
the delivery of the colours to the Durham Volunteer Infantry, 1803," 
4to. " Comparative View of the two new Systems of Education for 
the infant poor, in a Charge delivered to the Clergy of Durham, 
181 1.**' 8vo. Archdeacon Bouyer stands pre-eminent amongst the 
clergy of the diocese ; having established, at his own expence, paroch- 
ial libraries^ in every parish in Northumberland, comprising upwards 
of 30,000 volumes, which cost him about ,£^1400, although he was 
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supplied \vith them by the Soeiety for the Promotion of Christian 
knowled^ at 40 per cent, under prime cost. These useful libraries 
are placed under the care of the parochial ministers, and the books 
are lent gratuitously to the parishioners. — Gmfa. Mag., ^c. 

1826 (Jan.) — Died, at Dalton, near Hexham, Mrs. Hannah Mid- 
dleton, in the 102nd year of her age. — Local Papers. 

In the hepaaing of this year, the numbering of the houses and 
shops in the various streets, &o. of Newcastle, was commenced. — Ihid. 
February 1. — Died after a few hours' ill- 
ness, at his seat, Gosforth-house, in North- 
umberland, Charles John Brandling, esq., 
M. P. for Northumberland, and lieutenant- 
colonel of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
volunteer cavalry. He was interred, on the 
10th of February, at Gosforth church, with 
great solemnity. At an early period of the 
day, the carriages of the neighbouring gentry 
began to arrive at Gosforth house ; and many 
persons on horseback and on foot went from 
Newcastle and the neighbourhood. At two o'clock, the body wae 
placed in the hearse ; four morning coaches then drew up at the hall 
door, and received the mourners ; and about half-past two the solenm 
procession, occupying nearly half a mile in extent, moved for the 
final depository. There were, including the hearse, upwards of thirty 
vehicles, nearly one half of them drawn by four horses each. After 
these came, in deep mourning, a troop of the Newcastle cavalry. 
A number of his tenantry closed the Ime. On arrival at the church- 
yard, where a stone vault of considerable dimensions had been con- 
structed, the body was met by the rev. John Walker, who performed 
the service in a very impressive manner. The pall was supported by 
sir M. W. Eidley, M. P., sir Charles Loraine, sir C. M. L. Monok, 
barts., R. J. Lambton, C. W. Bigge, and C. J. Olavering, esqrs. 
As chief-mourners appeared the rev. R. H. Brandling, John Brand- 
Img, R. W. Brandling, Thomas Creevey, M. P., R. Burdon, Mat- 
thew Bell, William Linskill, Walter Fawkes, G. Wentworth, 

and Charles Ogle, esqrs. After these followed a number of gentle- 
men with scarfs and hatbands. The church was crowded to excess, 
indeed the whole way from Gosforth house to the church was lined 
with sorrowing spectators. — Ibid. 

February 8, — Died, in Silver-street, Newcastle. Mr. James Allan, 
aged 102 years. — Ihid. 

February 16. — The free masons' lodge, No. 26, in the Groat- 
market, Newcastle, was consecrated and dedicated with great solem- 
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nity. They had removed from their lodge, in the Bigg-market, to 
these rooms, which had previousl; been occupied by the Uterary 
and philosophical society, that body having removed to Aeir new 
building in West^te-street. — Local Pi^»en, 
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1826 (Feb. 17).— The foundation of a light^house, at the east end 
of the pier at the mouth of Berwick harbour, waa laid by admiral 
Stow.— iJW. 

February 21. — The death of Mr. Brandling having occasioned a 
vacancy in the representation of Northumberland, the hon H. T. 
Liddell, of Eslington, and Matthew Bell, esq., of Woolsingtou, began 
a very spirited canvas. The polling which commenced at Alnwick on 
the above day, was carried on with great determination, until the 7th 
of March, when Mr. Liddell declined any further contest, and Mr. 
Bell, was chured. At the close of the poll the numbers for each 
candidate were :— Mr. Bell 1,186, Mr. Liddell 1,150. Mr. LiddeU 
made his entry into Newcastle on the 8th of March, Mr. Bell the day 
following. The crowds whioh assembled on both oocasionB were so 
awfully dense, that many were nearly suffocated. One young woman 
had her thij;^ bone broken, another her riba broken and otherwise 
dreadfully bruised. The miztare of carriages, horses, and people, was 
terrific in the extreme. An active canvas immediately after com- 
menced on the parts of Mr. Bell, Mr. Liddell, Lord Howick, and Mr. 
Beaumont, for the general election. — Ibid. 

March 18. — A fire broke out at the Lonning-bum, a farm in the 
parish of Elsdon, Northumberland, in the occupation of Mr. Wilham 
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Armorer, of the Dunns, which entirely consumed the farm-stead and 
two cottages. Great exertions were used by the neighbours to stop 
the conflagration without effect. The stack-yard and other premises 
were saved by the wind being favourable. — Local Papers, 

1826 (March 21). — Died, in St. NichoW poor-house, in Newcastle, 
Jane Young, aged 1 04 years. She was the daughter of Alexander 
and Margaret Young, and baptized at the parish church of Yetholm, 
on the 2nd of March, 1722.— /Jw?. 

March 25. — Died, at his house in Cavendish-square, London, after 
an illness of six weeks, the right reverend Shute Barrington, lord 
bishop of Durham, in his 93rd year. After an education at Eton 
and Oxford, where he was for some years fellow of Merton college, 
he entered into holy orders, was appointed chaplain to king George 
II., and afterwards to King George III. In 1761, he was made 
canon of Christ-church, Oxford, and a few years afterwards residen- 
tiary of St. PauPs. In 1769, he was consecrated bishop of Llandaff, 
and continued in that see till 1783, when he was translated to Salis- 
bury. In 1791, he succeeded Dr. Thomas Thurlow, in the opulent 
see of Durham. In his episcopal character, bishop Barrington was a 
strict observer of discipline amongst his clergy, and made it his con- 
stant business to seek out such worthy and able men as were best 
entitled to preferment. His private beneficence was princely; and 
it is said that .f 100,000 would not exceed the amount of his benefac- 
tions. In 1809, he was involved in a law-suit respecting the rents of 
some lead-mines belonging to the see, the leases of which had expired 
for several years, without being renewed. On a discovery of the fact, 
a bill was filed in chancery to recover the arrears ; and the cause on 
being sent down to the court of king^s bench, was decided in favour 
of the bishop, who recovered thereby nearly ,£*60,000 ; but, instead 
of taking any part of this sum to his own use, he appropriated the 
whole to the establishment of schools in his diocese, and the forma- 
tion of a fund for poor clergymen and their widows. He had made a 
similar application of the proceeds which accrued to him on the 
division of Framwellgate and Brasside moors and Witton- Gilbert 
common. When bishop Barrington had held the episcopal office 
fifty years (including the time he was bishop of Llandaff and Salis- 
bury), the clergy of the diocese of Durham erected, at the cost of 
O&2300, a large charity-school at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and distin- 
guished it by the name of " The Clergy Jubilee School,'^ in commem- 
oration of the event. During his last year, he spent several months 
at Worthing, in Sussex, where he resided in the mansion which had 
been for a short time occupied by the princess Charlotte of Wales. 
After about five weeks'* illness at his town'^s house in Cavendish- 
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square, London, he read the appointed Sunday lessons to his assem- 
bled household, and feelingly told them it was for the last time. A 
few mornings after, on March 25, 1826, he expired tranquilly, and 
almost imperceptibly to his attendants, at the great age of 92. He 
was buried, according to his own injunctions, in the most private 
manner ; his remains being deposited near those of his second wife, in 
the vault of Mongewell church. — Local Papers^ Sfc. 

1826 (March 25). — A tyrst fair for the sale of cattle, horses, sheep 
and swine, was held in Hexham, by order of the lord and lady of the 
manor (Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont), on the above day for the first time, 
and to be continued on the same day in every succeeding year. — Ibid. 

March 30. — Between the hours of eight and ten p. m. a sublime 
and unusual electrical phenomenon was observed in the counties of 
Durham and Northmnberland, consisting of a broad zone of white 
light, forming an exact arch across the sky. It appeared arising from 
the west as a streaming light, which passed between the two stars in 
Arion^s shoulder, and, sweeping through the zenith, it proceeded 
through the tail of Ursa Major, and a little to the north of Corona 
Borealis, apparently perpendicular to the magnetic meridian. It 
rather decreased in magnitude near the zenith. Its greatest breadth 
appeared to be 4 or 6 degrees. The light was steady and regular, 
resembling the tail of a comet ; but when seen through a telescope 
was scarcely visible. — Brewster's Stockton. 

April 3. — Two men whose united ages amounted to 202 years were 
interred at Houghton-le-Spring, Durham, viz : — John Drew, of that 
place, aged 91 years, and Thomas Fletcher, of Philadelphia, in the 
same parish, aged 111 year. The latter retained his senses entire till 
vfdthin a few hours of his death. His grandfather died at the age of 
120 years, and his sister at 102 years. His uncle was 105 years when 
he died, and he could read the smallest print the day before his death. 
He was in the train band of Mr. Shafto, of East Shaffco, in the year 
1745. — Local Papers. 

April 14. — Died, at Sunderland, Jane Dryden, widow, aged 103 
years. — Ibid. 

April 23. — Dr. William van Mildert, was installed bishop of Dur- 
ham, at London. July 21st, he arrived at the city of Durham, and was 
installed in the cathedral there. — Ibid. 

April. — This month, Mr. Thompson, farmer at Mindrum, North- 
umberland, discovered a brass urn, containing 600 Roman coins, most 
of which were in a state of excellent preservation. The coins were all 
of silver ; in size they resembled a sixpence, but were nearly three 
times as thick, and presented such varieties in regard to date, die, 
and decorations, that they were probably regarded as an extraordinary 



328 



LOCAL HISTORIANS 



[a. D. 1826. 



coUeotion several hundred years ago. Numbers of them were dated 
before the coming of our Saviour ; and the heads of Julius Osesar, 
Vespasian, &c., were as clear and sharply outlined as the head of 
the sovereign on the coinage of the present day. — Dumfries dmrier, 

1826 (May 4). — Being ascension-day, the mayor of Newcastle, ac- 
cording to ancient custom, surveyed the boundaries of the river Tyne. 
In the evening, on the return of the barges, &c., from Newbum, and 
a little above the Crooked Billet, a small boat wherein were twelve 
persons, was unfortunately run foul of and upset by a steam-vessel, 
and a young man and a young woman, named John Lambton and 
Mary Gregg, lost their lives. Ooroner^s verdict, accidental death. 
Deodand on the steam-boat, «f 5. — Local Papers. 

May 28. — Died, at Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, aged 71, 
Mr. John Beed. He was a man of most eccentric habits ; and after 
his death were found deposited in his house, in old pockets, skins, 
bladders, tea-pots, and earthen jars, considerable sums of gold, silver, 
&c. Having died intestate, numerous relations claimed the treasure. 
— Oenfs, Mag. 

May 30. — ^An explosion took place in Townley Main, (Stella) 
colliery on the river Tyne, by which lamentable occurrence thirty- 
eight human beings lost their lives. — Local Papers. 

June 5. — ^Died, at his house in Saville- 
place, Newcastle, aged 70. Charles Ogle, 
esq. For thirty-four years he exercised the 
functions of collector of customs, to the 
approbation of the mercantile members, 
and to the advantage of the trade, of New- 
castle. He was assiduous, impartial, oblig- 
ing, and just, in his weighty office. In 
social life, his amiable manners, honourable 
conduct, and hospitality, were extensively 
acknowledged, and will be long lamented. 
At the conclusion of his active services by resignation about a year 
previously, the members of parliament for the town, the gentry from 
different parts of the county, the merchants, and respectable inhab- 
itants, invited him to a sumptuous entertainment, and the chamber 
of commerce presented him with a costly vase of silver, delivered after 
an appropriate speech by their president. — Genfs, Mag. 

June 9. — Died, in Morpeth, John Bastrick, an ingenious engineer, 
who claimed to be the inventor of the thrashing machine. Bastrick 
was bom at Bowleses green, Morpeth, in 1738. — HodgsorCs Northd. 

June 12. — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. Moor, 
as a sail-cloth manufactory, in Queen-street, Sunderland, which at 
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first had a very alarming appearance, but, by the timely arrival of 
the engines, and the assistance of those present, it was got under 
without communicating to any of the adjoining premises. — Local 
Papers. 

1826 (June 13). — About t«n o'clock in the forenoon, a 6re broke out 
in a tenanted house in Homsby Vchare, Newcastle. It bore at one time 
a very alarming aspect, owing to a, quantity of tar, in a merchant's 
cellar underneath, having caught fire, but, by the prompt arrival of 
the engines, and the praiseworthy exertions of the neighbours and 
individuals who had arrived on the spot, the fire was confined to the 
premises where it broke out, which were totally destroyed, with almost 
all the furniture of the inmates, who barely escaped with their lives. — 



June 13. — In consequence of T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P. for 
Northumberland, Matthew Bell, esq,, M. P. {who had succeeded Mr. 
Brandling,) lord Howick, and the hon. H. T. Liddell, having started 
as candidates for Northumberland, at the general election, a county 
meeting was ordered by the sheriff to be held at Morpeth on the 
above day, to consider who were proper persons to represent the 
county in parliament. The shew of hands was declared by the under- 
sheriff to be in favour of the hon, H. T. Liddell and T. W. Beaumont, 
esq. June the 20th the polling commenced at Alnwick, and was 
carried on with great spirit until July the 6th, when the hon. H. T. 
Liddell and Matthew Bell, esq., were duly elected. The numbers 
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were,— Mr. Liddell 1,662, Mr. Bell 1,380, Mr. Beaumont 1,335, and 
lord Howiok 976. His lordship declined the contest on the 3rd of 
July. On the 7th, the two newly elected members made their public 
entry into Newcastle, on which occasion immense crowds were assem- 
bled in the streets through which they were to pass, and the windows 
of the several houses in the tine, were thronged with parties of el^antly 
dressed ladies, waving the colours of their favourite candidate. In 
Mr. I^ddell's train there were about two hundred horsemen, and four- 
teen carriages. In that of Mr. Bell there were four bands of music, 
twU hundred and fifty horsemen and upwards of thirty carriages of 
various descriptions. The number of splendid flags exhibited by the 
two parties were considerably above one hundred ; the whole forming 
one of the most imposing electioneering processions ever witnessed. — 
Local Papers. 

1826 (July 1). — In consequence of some expressions made on the 
hustings at Alnwick on the preceding day during the general election 
for Nortfaomberland, a duel was fought on Bamborough sands between 
John George Lambton, esq., M. P. for Durham, attended by the hon. 
general Grey, and Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, esq., attended by 
Mr. Plunkett, when, after an exchange of shots, the afiW was ter- 
minated to the satisfaction of tlie seconds. — Ibid. 

July 6. — Died, Mrs. Jane Watts, wife of captain Watts, B, N., 
and youngest daughter of the late George Waldie, esq., of Hender- 
sydo Park, Hoxburghshire, and Forth House, Newcastle. This lady 
was distinguished by uncommon literary talents, and by her fine orig- 
inal paintings from nature, which commanded universal admiration in 
the exhibitions of tho royal academy at Somerset-house, and were 
ranked with the works of the first artists of the day. Mrs. Watts 
was the author of " Letters on Holland,^ " Borne in the 19th cen- 
tury," and a very interesting novel entitled "Continental Adventures," 
3 vols., &c. &c. — Ibid. 

1 July 26. — Died, at his residence at West 
Jesmond, near Newcastle, aged 68 years, 
' sir Thomas Burdon, knight, lieut.-col, 
commandant of the Tyne hussars, and of 
the 2nd Durham local militia, one of his 
majesty's justices of the peace for North- 
umberland, and fonneriy an alderman, and 
twice mayor of Newcastle. His lady, who 
had been dead some years previous, was a 
sister of the right hon. the earl of Eldon 
and the right hon. lord Stowell. Sir Thomas 
was distinguished for his loyalty, hospitality, and charity ; and was 
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universally esteemed for the urbanity and kindness of his manners 
and heart. He had the honour of knighthood conferred upon him at 
Garlton-house by the prince regent on the 14th of May 1816. — 
Local Papers. 

1826 (July 28). — Died, George Pickering, a minor poet of some local 
interest. He was the eldest son of a gentleman of the same name, 
who was successively land steward to sir Lancelot AUgood of Nun wick, 
and sir William Middleton of Belsay castle, in Northumberland. He 
was bom at Simonbum in that county, about January, 1758; the 
register of his baptism being dated the 11th of that month, he re- 
ceived the rudiments of education at his native place, under Mr. 
Joseph Atkinson, a reputable and successful teacher. In 1770 or the 
following year, he was placed under the tutelage of the rev. Joseph 
Harrison, master of the grammar school of Haydon bridge, for educa- 
tion in the languages. In December 17>6, Mr. Pickering became a 
clerk in Mr. Davidson's office at Newcastle ; where after some little 
time, he was intrusted with the principal management of the stamp- 
office for that district. Here he was associated successively with 
Thomas Bedingfield and James Ellis, which last named gentleman pub- 
lished in 1815, a volume of poetry, the joint production of these three 
lawyer's clerks, and inscribed to the first literary character of the age. 
Pickering's name is intimately connected with a poetic fragment, bear- 
ing the impress of genius, but of questionable authority. " Keen blaws 
the wind o'er Donocht-head," which Walter Scott thought worth 
committing to memory, first appeared in the Edinburgh Herald, and 
came to the editor of that paper bearing the Newcastle post-mark. 
Its being attributed to Bums, and his disclaiming the honour, with a 
compliment on the verses, are known to most readers. Several of 
Pickering's poems display much sentimentality : indeed they are more 
remarkable for tenderness of feeling than for originality of conception, 
both his subjects and the manner of treating them remind us of other 
poems by other poets — his Winter — ^his Father's Epitaph — and his 
Inn (probably the inn at Blueback near Allen-water), bring to our 
recollection Bums — Goldsmith — ^and Shenstone,^even the celebrated 
' Donocht-head ' can scarcely be perused withont thinking of Pamel's 
Beggsurman, and some verses containing a simifar story beginning — 
" Around the Fire one Wintry Night." The piece entitled " The 
Moaning Clock and Hollow Wind," contains some natural and tender 
thoughts ; particularly the stanza — " Placed by the midnight fire alone, 
I hear the passing hour depart." — But Pickering could trifle with the 
idlest at times; and the famous hoax played upon the Newcastle 
Oourant, in the publication of a Lapland song, was the joint work of 
him and his colleague Bedingfield. The occasion was the following. 



332 LOCAL UISTORIAN^S L^' ^' 1^26. 

Sir Henry George Liddell and some other gentlemen, having made a 
voyage to Lapland, in the summer of 1 786, and brought with them 
two female natives of that country ; these wits invented a combination 
of syllables which had the appearance of poetry, and which was 
announced as a song sung by these natives of Lapland ; this together 
with a pretended translation, appeared in the above paper, Sept. 2nd 
1786; and the criticism, with a new translation, on the 2l6t of 
October following. Nay, so successful was the trick, that the song 
was set to music; and the first trianslation published in a quarto 
edition of the voyage, and was even copied into some of the London 
magazines, a happier literary hoax was perhaps never perpetrated. It 
is to George Pickering that we owe the truly original — " Ouk fruezen 
tharanno el tome van zien"' — to Thomas Bedingfield, the very ingenious 
criticism ; and to each of them a copy of verses called Translations — 
" as literal as the idioms of the two languages will admit ! ^ After 
leaving the north, he spent some time at the house of an intimate 
friend, Mr. William Cooke, then settled in Norfolk, but a native of 
Hexham. His manners were volatile in the extreme ; his abiUty for^ 
singing as well as writing, gained him admission into gay company, 
and he was often entertained at good tables ; but his unrestricted 
indulgence at the bottle became disgusting even to those who were not 
themselves very temperate. The latter part of Pickering's life seems 
to have been involved in much obscurity : some portion of it was 
probably spent abroad. On his return to the north of England, his 
declining years and impoverished circumstances withdrew him from 
pubUc notice. He was buried at Lamesley in the county of Durham. 
— Compiled chiefly from Ellis' Memoir ly Jos. Ridley. 

1826 (Aug. 5). -An iron, or suspension bridge, over the river Coquet, 
at Hepple, in Northumberland, was opened. It was projected by 
Mr. John Wilson, of Bimside. Its greatest span 90 feet, and was 
calculated to support a weight of six tons without suffering permanent 
alteration. The expense of erection did not exceed <£^30 ! ! — Local 
Papers. 

August 7. — ^A hackney coach was conmienced running at Gates- 
head, in the county of Durham. — Ibid. 

August 14. — A newly-erected extensive paper-mill at Scotswood, 
near Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire. Two engines from 
Lemington were immediately prociu*ed, and a person sent express to 
the Newca43tle Fire office for the engines belonging to that establish- 
ment, but such was the nature of the materials of the mill, that the 
premises were soon a heap of burning ruins. The flames had a most 
terrific appearance, and ignited a part of an adjoining coal staith, as 
also a hedge, and some trees in the vicinity. Towards the evening, 
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and after the engines had left, the large stock of paper and other 
materials, covered by the falling of the walls, &o,, ^ain burst into 
flames, and, owing to a strong southerly wind, burnt with great fury, 
when several cottages occupied by the workmen, and a coaJ tar man- 
ufactory adjoining, were set fire to, and, had it not been for the 
exertions of fho workmen in extinguishing the burning sheets of paper 
that were flying in all directions, they must have become a prey to the 
devouring element. An engine had again to be procured from New- 
castle, and the fire was at length extinguished, after a destruction of 
property to the amount of £8,000. — Local Papers. 

1826 (Aug. 27). — Being Sunday, a joiner waa placed in the stocks in 
St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle, nearly two hours, for having 
disturbed the congregation in the church, by exclaiming " Bell for 
Ever," whilst the service was proceeding. He was in a state of 
intoxication at the time. — Hid. 

St. James' chapel, Blachett-street, Newcastle, a pliun but exceed- 
ingly well-built stone edifice, with a fine massive portico, of the 
Grecian Doric order, was erected, from a design by John Dobson, 
esq., architect, at a cost of ^^2, 218, including the site. It was first 
opened for divine worship on August 31st, this year. The interior of 
the building is very tastefully fitted up, and will seat about 600 per- 
sons. It is occupied by a congregation of Independents, formerly 
meeting in Silver-street chapel. The north wall of St. James' chapel 
stands on the line of the ancient circummuration of the town, and 
one of its towers (Picket tower), stood on the ground now occupied 
by its portico. The register of birtha and baptisms belonging to this 
chapel commences in 1746. — MS. Col. Sep. of Pari. Com., 6fc. 
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1826 (Sep. 6). — About six o'clock on the morning, an explosion took 
place in Heworth colliery, when three men and two boys were unfor- 
tunately killed, and ten others scorched and bruised. This explosion 
dashed to pieces the stoppings, brattices, and props, and brought 
down the roof in several places. Some of the men who were working 
in a distant part of the mine, were unhurt and even unconscious, until 
they came to bank, of the accident having happened. — Local Papers. 

September 5. — The proprietor of AKone or Whitley castle, on the 
western borders of Northumberland, discovered, west of the bath, a 
large dung- hill, resembling a peat bog, and which he used in manuring 
his ground. It abounds with old shoes, all made right and left — 
those of men, clinker-built — ^those of ladies, without nails, but having 
ears for lace-holes, and under each hole a fringe of leather thongs, cut 
from scallop -shaped Vandykes between each ear. Also, abundance of 
fragments of earthenware, green glass, armillse of jet or fine cannel 
coal. The floors of the adjoining bath, made on pillars, first with a 
coating of mineral spar and lime, and then with layers of lime, brick, 
broken pottery, &c. — ^the spar such as is usuaUy found where lead ore 
has been separated from the minerals with which it was found inter- 
mixed in the veins. — Hodgson's Northd, 

September 23. — The lord bishop of Durham consecrated a new 
chapel of ease and a burial-ground attached, at Shincliffe, in the 
county of Durham. — Local Papers, 

September 28. — A public accommodation was given to the inhabi- 
tants of Newcastle, by the addition of minute hands to the dials of the 
clock in the tower of St. Nicholas' church. The additional work was 
executed by Mr. William Tweedy, clock and watch maker, an ingeni- 
ous mechanic, for Mr. John Smith, the keeper. The dials were also 
new gilt. — lUd. 

October 1. — The town of South Shields was first lighted with gas. 
— Ihid, 

October 27. — An explosion took place in the high pit of Benwell 
colliery, near Newcastle, by which two young men, named Joseph 
Whitfield, and William Peel, were killed almost instantaneously. 
Several men were much injured. There were upwards of 100 men 
and boys in the mine at the time. The cause assigned for this ex- 
plosion was, that Peel went with a candle into a part of the mine 
which he and the rest had been cautioned to avoid. — Ihid, 

November 1 6. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Nicholas Haswell, aged 
102 years. — Ibid. 

November 20. — The foundation-stone of the suspension bridge 
across the river Wansbeck, near Morpeth, was laid. A roll of 
parchment, containing the origin and issue of the matter, in a latin 
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inscription, a newspaper, coins, memoranda, &;c., in a bottle, hermeti- 
cally sealed, were deposited in a cavity of the stone. Robt. Clark, 
esq., of Highlaws, after securing the cavity, mounted the stone, and, 
in a brief and appropriate address, pointed out the advantages of the 
undertaking, and wished prosperity and long duration to the structure. 
The stone was lowered amid loud cheers, firing of guns, and a merry 
peal from the neighbouring clock tower, and success to the bridge 
was most heartily drunk by the assembled populace. This bridge was 
built by subscription, to which the members of parliament for the 
borough were liberal contributors. It was finished in 1827. — Local 
Papers. 

1826 (December 2.) — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, Jane 
B>obson, a poor woman, aged 100 years. — Ihid, 

December 9. — ^Died, at his father^s house, in Barnard castle, after 
a few months'* illness, Mr. William Vasey, aged 24 years. This 
young man who had been a clerk to an attorney in Newcastle, evinced 
considerable talents as a poet, a critic, and a moralist, and although 
he did not leave much behind him, yet what he did leave reflects 
honour on his memory ; his last piece is an " Address to the Breeze,"'* 
written during his return bom France, whether he had been in search 
of health ; but this was denied, and soon after his return, he fell a 
victim to a rapid consumption which consigned him to an early tomb. 
— Local Bee. 

December 22. — Died at Hexham, aged 70, the rev. Matthew 
Sharp, Roman Catholic minister of that place. Mr. S. was a native 
of Yorkshire, and previous to his settlement in Hexham, had spent 
many years on the continent of Europe, where he added to a respect- 
able knowledge of the classics, a familiar acquaintance with modem 
languages, particularly French, which he spoke with the facility of a 
native. But these acquisitions were only the ornaments of a mind 
eminently gifted with the most excellent qualities. His amiable 
manners, added to his venerable appearance, procured for him the 
respect of all parties ; whilst his charitable disposition towards those 
of another creed, shewed that it was no part of his religion to de- 
claim against that of others. He was regarded in the little sphere in 
which he moved with filial affection, and his removal was marked by 
an uniform feeling of regret. — /. R. in Tyne Mercury. 

This year, a wooden bridge across the river Tyne, near Haltwhistle, 
272 feet in length, was completed ; Mr. John Dobson, architect. It 
cost «£*700. raised by subscription of the vicar of Haltwhistle, and 
the neighbouring proprietors.— iocoZ Papers. 

A cairn, consisting of a vast heap of loose round stones, was 
opened in this year, in a field called the Callegers, half a mile 
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nest of the village of Netherwitton, Northumberland, and on the 
south side of the river Font ; hut had nothing remarkahle in it, 
excepting a few bonee, and the verj' ^at Bize of the water-worn 
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slab of Hmeetone which covered the kistvaon in its centre. There 
ia smotiier cairn in the same field, which haiS been partly despoiled 
of its stones, but apparently not rilled to its centre. — (Hodgson* 



338 LOCAL historian's [a. d. 1827. 

Northd.) The accompanying views of the barrow, which was about 
thirty feet in diameter, are from sketches by W. 0. Trevelyan, esq., 
communicated to the Society of Antiquaries, Newcastle, by whom 
they were engraved, and through whose permission they here appear. 

1827 (Jan. 4). — ^Died, at Bishop Auckland, Durham, Parkinson 
Wouldhave, aged 108 years. — Local Papers. 

January 8. — On the arrival in Newcastle, of the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the death of his royal highness the duke of York on the 
5th, the bells of the different churches commenced tolling at eight 
o'^clock on the morning, the flag on the castle was raised half-staff 
high, and the flags of the various vessels at the Quay were similarly 
hoisted. The churches were in a few days hung with black, and 
every token of mourning exhibited. January 20th, the day of the 
interment of his royal highness at Windsor, Newcastle exhibited 
an appearance of great solemnity. By a signal gun from the 
castle, at eight o^clock on the morning the bells commenced their 
solemn tolling, and the vessels in the river hoisted their flags half 
mast high. The market, according to a request from the mayor, 
having been held on the Friday, the shops were all kept shut. 
The society of Friends also showed their loyalty and attachment 
to the present reigning family, in general having their shops and 
offices closed. At the custom-house, literary and philosophical 
society, &c., all business was suspended. There were prayers at all 
the churches, and the mayor, sheriff, aldermen, and other members 
of the corporate body, all in full momning, preceded by their usual 
officers bearing the regalia, which were bound with black crape, went 
in procession to St. Nicholas' church, where service was most impress- 
ively performed by the rev. the vicar. The members of the Orange 
and Odd fellows' lodges went in procession to this church, displaying 
the ribbons of their orders. During the day several solemn peals 
were rung. At four o'clock, minute guns were commenced firing from 
the castle, which were continued until five o'clock, when the solemni- 
ties of the day ceased. The markets at Alnwick and Sunderland 
were also changed, on this occasion, from Saturday to Friday, and 
other signs of sorrow generally manifested. — Ihid. 

About halC-past five o'clock in the evening of the same day, the 
ship Ossian, of North Shields, lying in the Tyne, off Milbum place, 
was discovered to be on fire in her cabin. On the alarm being given 
several persons immediately went on board, some endeavouring to 
quell the fire, while others succeeded in getting the ship out of the 
tier, she being in the middle of about thirteen vessels. The progress 
of the fire was most alarming until the arrival of two engines, which 
confined it to the after part of the vessel, and about nine o'clock 
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succeeded in totally extinguishing it. How the fire originated could 
not be ascertained there being no one on board the vessel at the time 
it broke out. — Local Papers, 

1827 (Jan. 16). — A new chapel, denominated the Union chapel, was 
opened at Blyth, for divine service, by the rev. Mr. Gilmore, of North 
Shields, and the rev. Mr. Duncan, of Sunderland, each of whom 
delivered appropriate and eloquent discourses. The chapel was fur- 
nished with every necessary appendage, through the persevering activ- 
ity of a few ladies, in a manner honourable to themselves and expressive 
of their gratitude. — Ihid, 

January 16.— Died, at Berwick Hill, in the county of Northumber- 
land, aged 104, Mrs. Barbara Olive. — GenCs. Mag. 

January 17. — About one o**clock on the morning a fire broke out in 
Tanfield moor staith, at Dunston, near Newcastle. By the speedy 
arrival of the engines from the latter place, it was got under after a 
destruction to the amount of about ^500. — Local Papers, 

January 27. — In the building yard belonging to Mr. Mires, at 
South Shields, an attempt was made to launch the St. Hilda, a very 
fine ship of about 35Q tons, belonging to Hall and Mires, she went 
a few feet, but in consequence of the ways shrinking, there stuck fast. 
They started her again on the 29th, when she went into the Tyne in 
fine style, amidst a great concourse of spectators. — Ihid. 

January. — For several days the wind blew a complete hurricane. 
A new house in Brandling-place, near Newcastle, was entirely levelled 
with the ground, and the gable end of another thrown down. A new 
house in Grateshead also lost its gable. Numerous chimneys were 
thrown down, and the gardens and enclosures shewed its ravages. 
Several keels were sunk in the river Tyne ; one with a valuable cargo 
of crown glass. At Sunderland, in some streets, the people rose from 
their beds in alarm, they were so shaken by the wind, and the tiles 
were flying about in all directions. At Shields, also, several ships 
broke adrift, and a Sunderland sloop got upon an anchor and sunk. — 
Ibid, 

February 1. — Died, at South Shields, aged 34, Mr. Thomas Green, 
son of the late Robert Green, esq., of that place. This gentleman 
displayed his brave and humane character in rescuing, at the immi- 
nent peril of his own life, and when every hope had lapsed, the crews 
of two vessels wrecked near Tynemouth, on the 2d of December 
1825.— G^f 5. Mag. 

February 17. — The Betsy Cains of Shields, having sailed from that 
port with a cargo for Hambro' met with a heavy gale from E.S.E. 
and was obliged to bear up for Shields harbour, but when on Tyne- 
mouth bar, she struck, and was afterwards driven upon the rocks, 



340 LOCAL historian's [a. d. 1827. 

near the Spanish battery. This remarkable vessel would seem to 
have been built about the commencement of the seventeenth century, 
for before its conclusion, tradition reports that even then she was, "an 
old ship, but a lucky, and fast sailer.^ The first positive data which 
we have connected with her are that she was Thames built, and was 
purchased either by the prince of Orange, or some of his adherents, to 
form part of the fleet destined to effect the glorious revolution of 1688. 
It is also said that the prince himself came over in this yacht ; and that 
he gave it the name of the Princess Mary in honour of his illustrious 
consort, the daughter of James II.* With the success of her noble 
freight, her fame rose accordingly. During William's reign, she was 
employed as one of the royal yachts, but having undergone numerous 
and extensive repairs, her original build was greatly interfered with. 
She was at length the pleasure yacht of queen Anne, and was so 
known among nautical men. This we may safely term the meridian 
of her glory. On the death of her royal mistress, she was doomed to 
experience the vicissitudes inherent of all sublunary objects. By 
order of George I. she ceased to form part of the royal establishment ; 
still she weathered it bravely under the protection of one of the lords 
of the court. On his disgrace, change after change assailed her. 
About the middle of the last century she was sold by government to 
the Messrs Walters, of London, and was rechristened the Betsy 
Cains, in honour of some lady connected with the West Indies ; — ^in 
which trade she was long engaged. At length after manifold degra- 
dations, she was purchased by the Messrs Garlens, of London, and 
used by them as a collier^ and was employed in the conveyance of 
coals between Newcastle and the metropolis. In this deplorable con- 
dition, she still maintained her character as a "lucky ship, and 
fast sailer.'' While in this employ, she was purchased about 1825 
by George Finch Wilson, of South Shields, and under the command 
of Henry Wilson, was employed in the merchant service. After 
many weary years and heavy seas had rolled over her, and when 
she was still pursuing her latter avocation, her death blow was struck 
and an overwhelming sea threw her on the " Black Middens'' a tre- 
mendous reef, just north of the mouth of the Tyne. The weather 

• In the State Tracts <*(voL i. p. 56. fol. 1705,) it is said, that the Prince of Orange 
'embarked in a frigate of twenty-eight or thirty guns;' but this, from the date of the 
account, Oct. 29, evidently alludes to his first embarkation, and before the storm arose 
which forced back the fleet. On the second, and successful attempt, ** The Prince** says 
Bapin, (History of England, v. ii. p,776.) "on the 1st of November, in the afternoon, 
embarked in a new vessel called the Brill" This evidence makes questionable the 
seamens* tradition of the Betsy Cains being the vessel that brought over the prince, from 
Holland, in the revolution fleet. 



.. 1827.1 



TABLE BOOK. 



was remarkably unfavourable. A Bevere frost prevailed and a heavy 
fall of snow driven by a tempestuous nind raised the ocean to a ter- 
rible pitch of fury. In this fearful state of things, the old ship and 
its weather beaten crew were driven about by the enraged ocean 
with irresistible fury and no one expected the dehverance of one 
or the other; but the Northumberiaod life-boat, manned by a crew 
of hardy fellows, boldly put off and drove their vessel through the 
breakers with such success, that every human being in the ilI-Ea.ted 
vessel, was dehvered from a watery grave. The weather continued 
tempestuous but yet hopes were entertained that if there was a sub- 
udence of the heavy sea, she might be got off, as much damage 
had not yet been done to the sturdy vessel. Before the Ist of 
March however she went to pieces. Id this forlorn and melan- 
choly condition, she presented an apt emblem of fsJlen greatness, 
and excited great public attention ; indeed, at all times she was re- 
garded with surprising interest, and wherever she lay the sailors 
crowded to see her ; — the moie so, probably from a memorable pro- 
phecy said to be connected with the fate of this venerable ship, viz : — 
that "the Catholics would never get the better while the Betsy Gains 
was afloat," and now that ber hour viaa come, can our hardy mariners 
(as remarkable for their superstition as for their bravery,) be wondered 
at, when they regarded the loss of the Betsy Gains as a serious injury 
to the Protestant cause. From the repeated repairs which this ■ 
vessel had undergone, little of the original remained, yet the old 
siulor, and the practical shipwright could easily identify the peculiari- 
ties of her build. She was in length, eighty feet and three inches; 
in breadth (below the main wales) twenty-three feet. Sho had two 
decks, the height between which was six feet and a half. She was 
carsel built, was without galleries, square stemed and devoid of fignre 
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head. She had two masts, a trysail mast, and was square rigged, 
with a standing bowsprit. The remnant of the original ship, however 
small, was very fine. It was oak, richly and profusely carved, approach- 
ing in colour, from age and exposure, to ebony. There was literally a 
scramble among the populace to obtain fragments. Those who could 
not obtain them by manual labour, were made to pay most exorbitant 
prices by those who made it their business to supply themselves 
with a large quantity of the crude material. Persons in Shields 
received letters from all parts of the country for fragments, and per- 
haps nearly all the Orange lodges in the kingdom made similar appli- 
cations. Snuff boxes and other articles of memorial were made in 
immense numbers. Each of the members of the corporation of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne was presented with one of these boxes ; they are 
also very prevalent in the coal trade, being kept in memory both 
of the varied fortunes of the ship, and of the durability and inimi- 
table qualities of the British Oak.* — Newcastle Cour.^ — MecL Mag., — 
Brayley's Graph, Ultis,, — Whychcotte of St. John\ — Custom Home 
Books, Sfc. 

1827 (Feb. 22). — A young man named John Margetts, apprentice 
to a surgeon of North Shields, having been sent by his master, Mr. 
Greenhow, with some medicine to a sick person about five o'clock on 
the morning, most mysteriously disappeared, and has not since been 
heard of. He was about nineteen years of age. — Local Papers. 

February 26. — ^About four o'clock in the afternoon, Alexander 
Brodie, the eldest wherryman on the river Tyne, plied a small boat 
on the quay, Newcastle, to the amusement of numerous spectators, 
the Tyne having risen several feet higher than ordinary, owing to the 
rapid thaw of the snow, &c. Many of the cellars on the Quayside 
were inundated, the water extending considerably up the Broad-chare. 
Ibid. 

In the beginning of this year, the names of the streets, &c., in 
Grateshead were first put up. — Ibid. 

March 1. — The wind corn-mill belonging to Mr. Butterfint, in 
Hendon-lane, near Sunderland, was destroyed by fire, which broke out 
between six and seven o'clock, and the wind being very high, baffled 

* Of this Ship a painting was made by Mr. James Ferguson of North Shields, which 
was in the possession of the late Henry Hewetson, esq. of Seaton-born. A lithograph was 
executed from this picture by Mr. Wm. Dayison, of Sunderland. She was registered at 
Newcastle, March 16, 1825, number 167> at that time the property of Wilson. Th* 
same document from which this information is gained informs us that she was condemned 
as a prize to the high court of Admirality, I6th of June, 1807, as appeared by a certificate 
of registry granted at London, on the 11th of Nov, 1818, number 362. Her tonnage 
was 183" 
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every attempt to extinguish it, although the parish engines were 
speedily on the spot, and well supplied with water. The mill was 
insured for £600. supposed to be only half its value. — Local Papers. 

1827 (March 12).-Early on the morning, a rock of some tons weight, 
separated from its long abode, and came down with a tremendous 
tliundering noise from a height of twenty yards, against a house in 
Bridge-gate, Bamardcastle, occupied by persons named Green and 
Dickinson. Instantly the side of the house gave way, and two child- 
ren who were sleeping in a lower room were for some time buried in 
its ruins, but were taken out unhurt. When Dickinson awoke, who 
occupied an upper room, his bed was kept up by a holdfast to the 
other wall, the floor having given way, and the other side of the house 
having disappeared, he hung in his bed like a tenant of the air , but 
through assistance, all the inmates were rescued from their perilous 
situation. — Ibid. 

March 27. — This month there was a contested election for the 
representation of the borough of Berwick upon Tweed. The candi- 
dates were sir Francis Blake, bart., and sir David Milne. The p<dl 
commenced on the above day, when sir Francis and sir David were 
both proposed. At the close of that day, the numbers were — for Sir 
F. Blake 238 ; Sir D. Mibe 83. On the following day (Wednesday) 
another candidate, John Bayley, esq. of Upper Harley street, London, 
appeared and stated that the bui^sses resident in London were on 
their way to sapport him. The numbers this day were — Sir F. Blake 
231 ; Sir D. Milne 91 ; Mr. Bayley 3. On Thursday the poU finally 
closed when the numbers were — Sir F. Blake 312 ; Sir D. Milne 101 ; 
Mr. Bayley 4. — Ibid. 

This month, a neat and commodious Wesleyan Methodist chapel 
was opened at High Goniscliffe, near Darlington. Sermons were 
preached by the rev. Messrs. Leach and Lord, after which o&lO. 15s. 
were collected towards the building of the chapel. — Ibid. 

April 8. — ^A beautiful full-length figure of Christ, in stained glass, 
by Mr. John Gibson, of Newcastle, was placed in the great east 
window of St. Nicholas' church, in that town, at the expense of the 
corporation. It is an enlarged copy of a painting by Mr. Wm. 
Dixon, and the faithful manner in which Mr. (xibson has transferred 
it to the glass, evinces great skill as an artist, whilst the richness and 
pureness of his colours attest his proficiency in this very difficult art. 
Mr. Gibson, since that period, has produced many elegant and 
admired specimens, which have been introduced into windows, &c., of 
both public and private buildings. — Ibid. 

April 18. — As the workmen in the quarries at Fulwell, near Sun- 
derland, were removing a large block of limestone into a cart, and 
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finding it too large to lift, they broke the stone in two pieces, when, 
to their astonishment, an ask, about five inches long, with brown 
back and freckled belly, moved out of a cell in the solid block ! — 
Local Papers, 

1827 (May 5). — Died, the rev. Richard Wallis, A.M., rector of Sea- 
ham, and perpetual curate of St. Hilda, South Shields, Durham. Mr. 
Wallis was the eldest son of the rev. Richard Wallis, vicar of Car- 
ham (brother of the rev. John Wallis, the historian of Northumber- 
land), and of Elizabeth, sister of the rev. John Botheram, rector of 
Houghton-le-Spring. Mr. Wallis married the only daughter of the 
rev. John Robinson, rector and patron of the advowson of Seaham, 
by whom he had one son, John Wallis, A.B., of University college, 
who died unmarried, and three daughters, two of whom are living 
unmarried, and the third* is the wife of Thomas Surtees Raine, esq. 
Mr. Wallis was distinguished through life by his strictest integrity. 
His disposition was retired, and he buried in the shade talents and 
acquirements of no conunon order. He cultivated music, painting, 
and engraving; his copies from the old masters, and his original 
sketches (many of which are preserved by his family), possess high 
merit ; his knowledge of mechanics was very considerable, and several 
light essays and jeux d'esprit, in prose and poetry, attest his taste in 
composition. In his own circle, his discrimination and almost in- 
stinctive insight into character, and the originality and raciness of 
his observations, made him a most interesting companion. Mr. 
Wallis was the author of " Memoirs of the rev. John Rotheram,'" 
and of " The Group, a Poem,'' the plate of which includes portraits 
of thejtwo brothers Rotheram, of the author, his wife and child, 
his sister Agnes, afterwards wife of the rev. Christopher Robinson, 
and of some other relatives. He met the gradual approach of age 
and infirmity with calm composure and real Christian resignation. 
There is a fine portrait of Mr. Wallis painted by R. Edmondstone, 
and engraved by G. H. Philips, at the expense of his family for pri- 
vate distribution. Mr. Wallis lies buried, by his own desire, under a 
spreading sycamore on the south side of Seaham churchyard, near 
the brink of the romantic dean. — Local Bee. 

1827. — Through the exertions of the late rev. N. J. HoUingsworth, 
then incumbent of Haltwhistle, the new chapel at Greenhead, in the 
county of Northumberland was built, on ground given by colonel 
Coulson, from designs by Mr. Dobson, architect, Newcastle, and at 
an expense of about d&800 ; d&200 of which was contributed by Mr. 
HoUingsworth himself. It is fifty-four feet by twenty-five, with a 
tower eight feet square within, and is lighted by three lancet-shaped 
windows, between buttresses on the east, decorated with the arms of 
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the see of Durham, the earl of Carlisle, and colonel Coulson, besides 
other devices " beautifully delineated in stained glass by Mr. Gibson, 
of Newcastle." The north and south sides have each four lancet- 
shaped windows, also between buttresses. — HodgsorCs Northd. 

1827.-Thi8 year, was removed the tower of Seghill, Northumberland, 
with the exception of two finely arched vaults on the ground floor, 
with numerous bold projecting ribs, in excellent preservation. These 
vaults are now incorporated with an inn which has been built on the 
site of the tower, and are converted into a kitchen and cellar. It 
stands on the north bank of Seaton-bum, one mile north of Burradon. 
Its walls have been of great strength, as may be observed in the 
recesses of the loop-holenshaped windows of these apartments. Some 
of the upper rooms were ornamented with fine old tapestry and carved 
work in wood, which were only removed when the tower was taken 
down. The building consisted of three stories, with a lofty explora- 
tory turret at one comer, from whence, in clear weather, the York- 
shire coast was distinctly visible. The tower was covered with lead, 
and in tolerable repair, even until the period of its demolition. By 
the first record we possess respecting it, it appears to have belonged 
to the Priory of Tynemouth in the year 1097; after a lengthened 
period we again discover that the manor was in the possession of 
Walter de Selby, who, having joined the Middleton rebellion, forfeited 
it to the crown in 1317. At this time Bertram de Monboucher was 
proprietor of the neighbouring castle and manor of Horton, and 
having suffered greatly during the stay of the rebel troops in his 
neighbourhood, Edward II. (in the following year) as a partial com- 
pensation for the injury sustained, granted him the lately forfeited 
tower and manor of Seghill, or as it is named in our authority* 
" Syhal " yA\ki all of its appurtenances, for life. Subsequently it was 
held under the Monbouchers and their successors, by the Delaval 
family, for, about the year 1416 "The Tower of Seghale'''' occurs as 
the residence of William Delaval. In the 6th year of Edward VI. 
(1553) it occurs as the manor of a younger branch of the antient 
family of Mitford. Exactly an hundred years from this date Robert 
Mitford occurs-}" as proprietor of this place, and in 1 673 he added to 
the tower a mansion house which also has fallen to decay, together 
with a curious terrace garden with balustrades on the brink of each ter- 
race, and adorned with statues, formed no doubt at the same time ; but 
now sadly ruined and overgrown with rank weeds and filled with rub- 

* Galendarum Rotttlorum Chartarum. In the Tower of London, printed in Hodgson'i 
Northumberland. 

f Rentals and Rates for Northumberland (1663) printed in Hodgson. 
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bifili. This Kobert Mitford married Christian, daughter of the first 
Sir WiUiam Blaokett of Newcastle, and left three sons who all died un- 
married, and one daughter who married the Kev. — Laidman, vioar of 
Whalton. Their son, a surgeon in Morpeth, left no family. On their 
decease, Bertram Mitford (formerly a merchant at Bombay) claimed in 
right of settlement made on the marriage of his ancestors, to be enti- 
tled to a considerable sum of money charged on this estate, but died 
previous to a decision of his claim. He left an only child, Sarah Mit- 
ford, to whom, and to his wife, Sarah Mitford, he bequeathed all his 
property, share and share alike. The daughter married a person of the 
name of Spring, and the widow one of the name of Kedshaw, who 
after considerf.ble litigation, compromised their claims with Lancelot 
Allgood of Nunwick, esquire, the then owner of the estate. The 
Allgoods afterwards sold it to the late Sir Francis Blake of Twizell 
castle, whose son. Sir F. Blake, is the present proprietor. — Border 
Catitlm. Hoifiison. Mackenzie. M8. Col., ^c. 
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CHAPTER XV. 








UEHAM having been miraculously pointed out as 
the abiding place of the body of St. Cuthbert, 
after having suffered inhumation, exhumation, and 
removal, so often as almost to exceed belief, be- 
came at once the seat of the see and the centre of 
attraction to the religious of the past ages. During 
the lapse of centuries his tomb has been opened 
several times to satisfy the curiosity of the superstitious, the religious, 
the antiquary, and lastly (which it our particular province to record) 
on Thursday May 17, 1827, having been (until that period) suffered 
to remain undisturbed, for nearly three hundred years. The marble 
stone which had been placed over his remains in 1542, was removed 
and such discoveries were then made as proved that the grave which 
it covered, contained the reputed remains of the sainted patron of the 
church of Durham. The blue stone was found to rest upon soil eigh- 
teen or twenty inches in thickness, beneath which was a large slab of 
freestone of nearly a similar size. In a walled grave beneath this stone, 
of the form of a parallelogram, appeared a chest of a similar shape, 
in great decay, made strong originally by rods of iron, with iron 
rings in its sides and ends. This was the new coffin made in 1542. 
The remains of an earlier coffin next appeared, probably that de- 
scribed in the investigation of 1104 as covered with skins, for there 
were observed upon it, evident traces of some such envelope. In con- 
nection with the fragments of the lid of the second coffin, were dis- 
covered towards its lower extremity, in a confused state, numerous 
human bones, some of them those of children. These were proba- 
bly the relics preserved in the shrine at the dissolution, which might 
naturally enough have been enclosed in the new coffin prepared for 
the saint in 1542. These bones have been those passed off by the 
monks as the remains of the children slain by Herod. After these 
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relics were removed, a third coffin presented itself, which although 
in great decay, was of a character materially different from those 
already described. The character and decorations of the third chest 
proved it to be the self-same coffin, minutely described in 1104; 
and in consequence, the identical coffin in which the remains of St, 
Cuthbert were placed in Lindisfarne in the year 698. Its lid, and 
sides, and bottom, and ends, exhibited rude delineations in lines 
carved apparently with the point of a knife, of evangelists, apostles, 
saints, &c., and the inscriptions in connection with each figure were 
in characters used at the time of St. Cuthbert's death, and of a 
period long anterior to the settlement of the monks at Durham. 
In the lower end of this third coffin, and apparently placed beneath 
its lid, which was much broken, was discovered a full grown scull 
in a somewhat decayed state. This was probably the reputed scull 
of Oswald, king of Northumberland, the only human relic which was 
suffijred by the investigators of 1104 to remain in the coffin of Cuth- 
bert. When the fragments of the lid, sides, and ends of the last 
mentioned coffin were removed, its contents along with the bottom 
on which it rested were raised from the grave and placed by its 
side — and then it was discovered that the dark, dingy mass of mat- 
ter before the eyes of the investigators, consisted of a human skel- 
eton swathed in robes (originally) of great beauty, but most of them 
in great decay. The outer envelope, portions of which were adher- 
ing to the coffin, had apparently been of linen; and such was the 
liter envelope in which Cuthbert had been swathed in 1104. The 
t>ilior robes were so tattered, torn, and confused, that the exact 
situation of each could not be ascertained. One was of thin, amber 
coloured silk, ornamented with a pattern of an armed knight, riding 
on a richly caparisoned steed and other decorations, especially a 
border of rabbits. These ornaments had been covered with leaf gold 
portions of which still remained. A second was of thick soft silk, 
decorated with a pattern representing the sea, with porpoises and 
water fowl (perhaps the eider duck, still called Cuthbert's duck upon 
the Fame islands,) disporting themselves in its waves, in colours of 
red, yellow, and purple. The decorations of these two robes seem 
apparently to have reference to Lindisfarne, and its natural history. 
A third, of silk, had a ground of amber, with a diaper pattern of a 
lighter tint, the whole surrounded by a border of thick lace of a 
Boman patten woven in the loom. A fourth, of silk — colours, 
purple and crimson, ornamented with crosses; and a fifth, of silk 
also, — colours, purple and crimson, embellished with a pattern in 
oval of an urn supported by griffiins, &c. These robes seem to cor- 
respond with the general description of those in which the saint was 
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enveloped in 1104. Amid these decayed robes were found other 
relics of greater interest. 1. A coarse comb of ivory which corres- 
ponds most minutely with the ivory comb found and left in the coffin 
in 1104. This comb had been fabncated by Elfred ^e sacrist, 
abont the year 1022, for the purpose of assisting to cut the hair of 
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the saint, which was reported to require that operation periodically ; 
and as often as it was performed, a portion of the hair which was 
removed was exhibited to the spectators glittering like gold, and 
miraculously triumphing over the fire to which it was applied. Will 
it be believed that this pretended hair was in very reality gold wire 
itself; a quantity of which was found in connection with the scull 
of the skeleton during the investigation of which we are writing? 
2. A small tablet of wood covered with silver, probably the sil- 
ver altar spoken of as contained in the coffin in 1104. The thin 
covering of silver was so much broken during the removal, that a 
few letters only of an inscription upon its surface could be preserved. 
The tablet of wood, upon which the platform of silver had been 
laid, had apparently been used in its ornamental state for the same 
purpose of an altar, as it also contained an inscription in the char- 
acters of the seventh century proving that it had been fabricated 
in honour of St. Peter. 3. A small sacramental burse of the size of 
an octavo book, made of fine linen, and reduced by time to a dusky 
brown colour, as if it had been tanned. 4. A rich stole, woven with 
flattened threads of pure gold, and ornamented with inlet figures 
in tapestry work of prophets, and apostles, and evangelists, with 
the name of each in legible characters of silk, and an inscription 
in similar characters, proving that it had been made by command 
of ^Iflsed, for the pious Bishop Frithestan. 5. A maniple of the 
same material, similarly ornamented, and containing a similar his- 
torical inscription. These splendid specimens of ancient art and 
munificence could not be removed from the skeleton in an entire 
state, but the greater part of both was saved; and thus a moat 
valuable addition has been made to our knowledge of the Saxon art 
of weaving and embroidery. Frithestan, for whose use these robes 
were made, was consecrated bishop of Winchester in 909 or 910, 
nearly a century before Durham was pitched upon as the final rest- 
ing-place of Cuthbert ; and at that period there were three uSlflseds, 
one the daughter of king Alfred, and the wife of Ethelbert, earl 
of Mercia, a princess of great wisdom and resolution, and intimately 
connected with the civil and military liistory of her times. Another, 
Alfred's daughter-in-law, the wife of Edward the elder, his son and 
successor ; and the third, his grand-daughter, a nun in the abbey 
of Winchester; and in all probability, from her connection with 
that place, the princess by whose command these gorgeous habili- 
ments were made. At all events they were brought to Chester-le- 
Street, then the seat of our northern see, in the year 934, by king 
Athelstan, and offered to St. Cuthbert. 6. A girdle and two brace- 
lets, woven with threads of pure gold and scarlet silk ; the former 
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flattened like those of the stole and maniple above described, 7. A 
maniple of gold and scarlet silk of the most ingenious and orna- 
mental texture, but from its shape and character belonging to a 
period a full century posterior to the year 1104; and, therefore, 
placed within the coffin after that period, 8. A cross of pure gold, 
as has been ascertained by investigation, found upon the breast 
bone of the skeleton, slung from its neck by a coi-d of silk and gold 
thread, running through a bright loop of the latter material, and 
eet with fifty three stones, apparently garnets. The cross with the 
stones, weighs 15 dwts. 12 grs. When the skeleton of the saint 
was laid bare, the bones, although do longer connected by sinews 
and ligaments, were found to be perfect, and smooth, and dry, and 
in their respective places. Those of the right arm were in an ele- 
vated position, as if giving the benediction. The length which they 
occupied upon the bottom of the coffin measured five feet eight inches 
from tile extremity of the scull to the ancle. The ribs and the 
bones of the feet had fallen from their places. A portion of the 
front of the scull was faintly mai^ked with a tint of gold, of the 
breadth of a ribbon or fillet. In 1104, there was observed a fillet 
of gold, set with precious stones, upon the forehead of the saint. 
Portions of the face cloth, which at that time was not 'permitted to he 
raised, were also discovered ; and two round artificial balls, of a 
whitish colour, were found in the cavities once occupied by the eyes. 
We subjoin an engraving of the scull, from a drawing made on the 
spot, and have only to say that it strictly corresponds with the de- 
scription of the scull of Cuthbert, as it was seen through the cere- 
cloth, in 1104. The bone of the nose was then observed to turn 
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rapidly outwards, and the kip of his chin was furrowed with a line 
of such a depth that a finger might almost be laid in the cavity. The 
result of this investigation proved that these were the reputed re- 
mains of St. Cuthbert, and that the story of his incorruptibility was 
the invention of the monks of Lindisfame. With the exception of 
the bones already mentioned, the inner coffin appeared to have at 
no period contained animal matter, as no traces of flesh and blood 
wore found, even in their most decomposed state. The dust and 
ashes, in connection with the skeleton, were those of the various 
robes in which in which it had been clad from time to time, to give 
it the bulk and appearance of a body in a state of preservation ; 
and, still further, to keep up that appearance, the cavities of the 
eyes had been purposely stufled with a composition, that the face- 
cloth, which, as we have already stated, was not suffered to be raised 
in 1 104, might be fitly supported, and exhibit externally the form 
of eye-balls below. The bones of Cuthbert, and the other human 
reUcs found in his grave, were re-interred the same evening, in a 
new coffin, with the various fragments of the two external coffins 
already mentioned, and the grave was closed as before. Such por- 
tions of the inner coffin as were preserved, including one of its rings, 
with the fragments of the silver altar, and that of wood, together 
with the cross, the ivory comb, the stole, the two maniples, the 
bracelets, the girdle, the gold wire from the scull, the remains of 
the five outer robes, and some of the rings of the outer coffin made 
in 1542, were removed into the manuscript closet of the Library, 
where they are now carefully preserved. — Same's Dur. Cath.* 

May 22. — Died, in the poorhouee at Sunderland, Wm. Geddes, 
aged 101 years. — 

May 24. — Being Ascension day, there was an unusually grand shew 
to accompany that worthy magistrate, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, in the annual survey, according to ancient custom, of 
the boundaries of the river Tyne. This festive occasion was attended 
with some melancholy events. On the preceding day, at Messrs. 
Losh, Wilson and Bell's foundry at Walker, whilst the workmen were 
trying some new guns which they had prepared to salute the barges 
on the following day, one of the men named Andrew Percy was in the 
act of striking the ramrod with a hammer when the gun exploded, 
and his bowels were so lacerated that he died soon after reaching the 
infirmary. Another man was hurt, but his wounds were not serious. 
On the Thursday, as the barges were passing Mr. Reay's raff-yard, at 
Walker- quay, on their return from Shields, another man, named 

* From which also, are copied the two accompanying illustrations. 
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Thomas Bell, was bo dreadfully injured by the bursting of a large gun, 
that he died in a few hours after being removed to the Infirmary, at 
Newcastle. — Local Papers. 



iHriBHAUr, Newcastle, East Front (1827). 

1827 (May 29).— The new Catholic chapel at Darlington, though 
then in so unfinished state, was opened to the public, when high mass 
was celebrated by the right reverend Doctor Smith, ond an eloquent 
and impressive sermon was preached by the rev. Richard G-illow, of 
Ushaw college. The solemn service was attended by a numerous and 
respectable assemblage of persons of different religious persuasions, 
who testified their gratification by a subscription of ^31. 14s. lO^d. 
towards defraying the expenses incurred by the erection of the sacred 
edifice. This is a very neat and commodious place of worship, seventy 
feet long and forty feet wide, and designed by Ignatius Bonomi, esq. 
It is in the gothic style, yet simple and unadorned. About forty 
years ago, the whole catholic population did not exceed twenty indivi- 
duals, who assembled in a room. At present, independent of any 
influx of strangers, and though till the year 1824, they were attended 
but once a month by a priest from Stockton, the catholics of Darling- 
ton amount to about two hundred. The congregation from the 
country rather exceeds that number, and this circumstance, added to 
the bad state of the old chapel, rendered necessary the present erec- 
tion. The rev. Wm. Hogarth is the incumbent.— Zocw? Rec. 

May 30. — A neat and commodious chapel, for the use of the Inde- 
pendent denomination, was opened for public worship at Staindrop, 
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when the rev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, the rev. J. Jackson, 
of Green Hammorton, and the rev. J. Parsons, of York, preached on 
the occasion. — Local Papers. 

1827 (May 31). — The new Catholic chapel, at the east end of Old 
Elvet, in the city of Durham, and dedicated to St. Cuthbert, was open- 
ed with great ceremony. High mass was performed by the rev. Dr. 
Smith, bishop of Bolino, and vicar apostolic of the northern district, 
assisted by the rev. R. Gillow, of Ushaw college, the rev. Thomas 
Gillow, of North Shields, and others ; and an appropriate sermon was 
preached by the rev. James Wheeler. A band of fifteen musicians 
from Madame Tussaud"*s exhibition and the theatre, executed one 
of Mozart"*s grand masses with great effect. About 400 persons were 
present, and a collection made in aid of the building, amounted to 
upwards of <f 49, which was ultimately increased before the close of 
the day by private contributions, to upwards of df 90. — Ihid. 

May. — At this time the church at Newbum was undergoing con- 
siderable external and internal repairs, much of it being rebuilt ; the 
windows had all new stone mullions, and the altar window was con- 
siderably improved by stained glass being inserted. — Ihid, 

June 7. — Died, at Birch's nook, near Stocksfield-hall, Northum- 
berland, John Green, husbandman, aged 101 years. His descendants, 
at the time of his death, amounted to above 100 persons. — Ihid. 

June 8. — The London General Steam Navigation Company "*s 
Steam packet, the Hylton Jolliffe, with two engines of 100 horse 
power, arrived for the first time at Newcastle from London, which 
place she left on the 6th of June. She sailed from Newcastle on 
the 9th of the same month on her return to London, and to continue 
sailing between those places during the summer season. — Ihid, 

June 12. — A new bowling green was opened in Newcastle, on which 
occasion the members (about twenty in number) dined in a temporary 
hotel upon the ground. Mr. Crawhall acted as president, and Mr. 
George Burnet, as vice-president. The bowlers were honoured with 
the company of the mayor, sheriff, and town clerk. The bowling- 
green is on the north-west side of the town, without the walls, on a 
plot of ground, formerly called the Mayor's field, as also the Warden's 
close, adjoining the Bath-lane. — Ihid, 

June 13. — A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Edward S win- 
ton, cabinet-maker, in Fenkle-street, Alnwick. The engines belong- 
ing to the town were quickly on the spot, but the flames were not 
extinguished until the house was totally destroyed. — Ibid, 

June 14. — A fire broke out in a joiner's shop at Lumley Forge, 
which destroyed the building and its contents. — Ihid, 

June 18. — The foundation stone of a chapel of ease to Bishopwear- 
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mouth church, was laid in John-street, by the rev. Dr Wellesley, 
the new rector, who had arrived at that place on the 16th, and was 
inducted into the living on the 17th. This edifice was consecrated by 
the bishop of Durham, October 14th, 1829. — Local Papers, 

1827 (June 23) .-A handsome silver medal was presented to Thomas 
Wilson, of Holy Island, pilot, by the Royal Humane Society, for his 
meritorious conduct in rescuing the lives of his fellow creatures from 
a watery grave when shipwrecked. — Ibid. 

About this time, at Springwell colliery, near Ayton Banks, the 
trunk of an ash tree, measuring about four feet in length, was sawn 
into four divisions, when there was discovered in the very heart of the 
tree, a perfectly formed bird'^s nest with one egg. The trunk appeared 
perfectly sound with the exception of the part which contained the 
nest. — Ibid, 

July 3. — The lord bishop of Durham held visitations and confirma- 
tions, for the first time, in various of the towns of his diocese, 
commencing with his visitation at the city of Durham on the above 
day, and ending with his confirmation at Stanhope on the 3rd of 
August. — Ibid. 

Same day, an experiment was made at the head of the quay, New- 
castle, with an apparatus belonging to the North British Fire Ofiice, 
for the purpose of rescuing persons from the upper part of a house 
when on fire. It had a pole and a basket worked by mechanical means 
in the street, and completely answered the purpose intended. — Ibid. 

July 4. — The remains of the duke of Gordon, attended by several 
mourning coaches and six, decorated with all " the pomp of heraldry,"" 
arrived at the Queen'*s head inn, Newcastle, and departed northward 
the next morning. It was rather a singular circumstance, that on the 
11th as the remains approached Gordon castle, the east wing of that 
structure was in flames, and with its contents was destroyed. The 
duke'*s apartments were in this wing. — Local Bee. 

Same day, during the race week at Newcastle, Mr. Baird's bay colt. 
Freebooter, by Champignon, out of Orange Boven, when near ending 
his exercise on the morning of this day on the race ground, dropped 
down and expired. He was full of life and play at the setting off. 
The rider escaped without injury. — Ibid. 

July 5. — Two men were burnt to death at Morton lime kilns, near 
Staindrop. They had attended the kilns for several years, and on 
this day as a kiln did not sink aft^r they had added some fresh stones 
to it, they incautiously went upon it to make it do so, and unfortun- 
ately they both slipped in ; one of them to his waist, and the other 
nearly over head. — Local Papers. 

Same day, the lord bishop of Durham and suite, arrived at the 
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mansion-house, Newcastle, for the first time after his elevation to 
that see. His lordship held a visitation at St. Nicholas^ church, the 
next day, and afterwards entertained the clergy, the mayor, sheriff, 
&c., at the Assembly-rooms. The following day, his lordship held a 
confirmation in the same church. The mansion-house was his lord- 
ship'^s residence during his stay. — Local Papers. 

1827 (July 9). — The bishop of Durham held a confirmation at By- 
ton, and on the afternoon of the same day laid the foundation stone of 
the new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton in that parish. There was 
a masonic procession and a numerous assemblage of spectators. This 
church was opened and consecrated, September 9th, 1828. — Ibid, 

July 12. — The Scots church at Monkwearmouth, in connexion with 
the established church of Scotland, was opened for divine worship. 
The rev. John Wood, A.M., commenced the service; afterwards the 
rev. Henry Gray, A.M., of Edinburgh, and the rev. Robert Balfour 
Graham, of North Berwick, preached impressive sermons on the 
occasion. This building is from a design by Mr. John Dobson, of 
Newcastle, architect. — Ibid. 

July 16. — About eleven ©"'clock in the forenoon, a colunm of dust, 
&c., arose, as if caused by a whirlwind, at the south-east comer of 
the ballast-hills, near Newcastle. It assumed the form of a pyramid, 
about seventy feet high, and moved in a direction towards the row of 
houses on the north-east side of the open space in front of the burial 
ground, against which it broke and nearly smothered a poor woman 
who was carr}ang a basket of earthem ware. It was partly composed 
of small stones and cinders, and was as broad at the bottom as a large 
hay stack. — Ibid. 

July 20. — About four o'clock on the morning, nine men were burnt 
by the fire-damp in the Charles pit, Liunley colliery ; some of them 
severely. The accident was caused by a young man named Foster, 
going to a wrong part of the pit with his candle. There were up- 
wards of 200 men and boys in the pit at the time. August 3rd, 
Robert Oughton, one of the sufferers, died in consequence. — Ibid. 

Same day, the burgesses of Berwick in guild assembled, unani- 
mously voted an honourary ticket of the fi-eedom of the borough to 
the lord bishop of Durham, then in that place on his first tour through 
his diocese. The worshipful the mayor, and bailiffs, town-clerk, and 
coroner, accompanied by David Logan and John Steavenson, esqrs., 
waited upon his lordship at the inn, and presented him with it. His 
lordship expressed himself highly gratified by the honour. — Ibid. 

July 23. — The committee of the comimon council of Newcastle, to 
whom the subject had been referred, determined upon the model on 
which the new chapel of St. Thomas was to be constructed near the 
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Ban-ae-bridge, at the north entrance of the town, in lieu of the old 
chapel at the north end of Tyne-bridge, then about to be taken 
down to widen the entrance from the southward. Three models 
were exhibited, and one of the two brought forward by Mr. Dobsoa 
was preferred. The model which was of the style of the 13th cen- 
tury, was executed under Mr, Dobson'a directions by Mr. Welsh, 
junior, of Gateshead. The other model was furnished by Mr. Green, 
of Newcastle, architect, to whom the decision was officially communi- 
cated in very handsome terme by the town-clerk, stating that the 
committee considered his design as highly creditable to his talents, 
although the resolutions to which they had come, not without diffi- 
culty, occasioned the adoption of another. — Local Papers, 



1827 (July).— Died, at Mitford, near Morpeth, aged 22, Mr. Henry 
Walker, a native of Jam^ca ; who by his will, left ^l. and freedom 
to every slave on his estate there. — Genfs. Mag, 

July 31. — The corner stone of a new Presbyterian chapel was 
laid at Warkworth, in Northumberland, for the congregation in 
connexion with the united secession church of Scotland, by the rev, 
David Patterson, of Alnwick, in the presence of the committee of 
managment, and several of the respectable members from Alnwick 
and the neighbourhood. There was a deposit of the several coins of 
George IV., and several silver coins of an ancient date, also a MS. 
bearing the date of the building, names of the committee, architect, 
and contractors for the building, inclosed in glass, sunk in the stone 
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and covered with a plate of iron. Sunday, May 1st, 1828, this 
building was first opened for divine service, on which occasion the 
rey. James Pringle, of Newcastle, preached on the morning ; the rev. 
Henry Lawson, of South Shields, in the afternoon, and the rev. 
Robert Pollock, in the evening, when collections were made towards 
defraying the expences of the building. — Local Papers, 

1827 (Aug. 4). — Under this date the following notice was given : — 
" Notice to Farmers.'** — The hiring of labourers and reapers for the 
harvest will not be permitted as heretofore at Sandgate, or within 
any part of the liberties of Newcastle, on the Sabbath day. — ^Archi- 
bald Beed, mayor.^ In consequence of this notice a bill was posted 
stating that a hiring would be held at the Westgate, on Sunday, the 
19th, after church hours, which took place accordingly, for the first 
time, and was continued during the time of harvest, annually till the 
year 1842, when, by an order of the town council, it was discon- 
tinued. — Ibid,^ Sfc. 

August. — ^This month, great damage was caused in Glendale Ward, 
Northumberland, by immense floods. — Ibid. 

August. — In the foundation of an old house, which had this month 
been pulled down in Tynemouth, large quantities of human bones 
were dug up, many in a perfect state. — Ibid. 

August. — At this time there was residing in good health at Ferry- 
hill, Durham, a woman, named Catherine Moralee, then in the 107th 
year of her age. At the time the great flood carried away Newcastle 
bridge (1771), she was confined to her bed, in childbirth, and was 
carried out of the house to a place of safety. — Ibid. 

September 5. — ^An explosion of gas took place at Fawdon colliery, 
near Newcastle, when three young men were much burnt, two of 
whom shortly afterwards died.— Ibid. 

September 8. — John Ghisholm, apprentice to a butcher in Berwick, 
was sent to the Magdalen Field to bring in a sheep for slaughter. 
He caught it near the Redout, where the beach is very precipitous ; 
the animal began to struggle, and, being on the verge of the precipice, 
not less than forty or fifty feet high, both tumbled over. Fortunately 
for the lad, the sheep was undermost, and was killed on the spot. 
The young man was completely stunned by the fall, and received some 
very severe contusions. He was carried home in a state of insensibil- 
ity, but finally recovered. — Ibid. 

September 9. — A new Wesleyan Methodist chapel was opened at 
North Cowton, near Darlington, when sermons were preached by the 
rev. N. Bann, of Bamardcastle, and Mr. John Kepler, of Darlington, 
and collections were made in aid of the funds. — Ibid. 

September 24.— His grace the duke of Wellington visited Stock- 
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ton, on which occasion, at the entrance to the High street, a lofty 
triumphal arch was erected, formed of laurel, &c., surmounted by 
seven flags, with appropriate mottoes. As he had to dine at Wyn- 
yard, the seat of the marquis of Londonderry, there was a grand pro- 
cession of the nobility, gentry, &c., in carriages, and on horseback, 
to meet the hero of Waterloo, which they did at Yarm bridge. 
His grace immediately entered lady Londonderry'^s carriage, which 
was drawn by six horses ; the procession then returned to Stockton. 
Previous to entering that town the horses had been taken from the 
carriage in which he rode, and he was drawn by a number of men, 
wearing blue ribbons, inscribed " Wellington for ever,**** through the 
triumphal arch to the Town-haJl, amidst the firing of cannon, &c. 
On the arrival of the illustrious stranger near to the Town-hall, the 
mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Stockton, and the mayor, re- 
corder, and aldermen of Hartlepool, in their robes, approached 
the carriage to present an address from each of those corporate 
bodies; and colonel Grey also advanced with an address from the 
inhabitants of Stockton and its neighbourhood ; to each of which his 
grace repUed. The illustrious party afterwards partook of a cold 
collation in the assembly-room which was most tastefully and appro- 
priately fitted up for the purpose. After many healths had been 
drunk, his grace intimated to the mayor of Stockton that a party 
was engaged to meet him at dinner at Wynyard ; his grace and other 
visitors then rose, and, bowing to the company, took leave amidst the 
most deafening cheers. The party assembled by invitation of the 
marquis of Londonderry to meet the duke of Wellington at dinner, 
were the earl and countess Bathurst, earl Grey, marquis of Douro, 
the bishop of Durham and his lady, lords Beresford, Ravensworth, 
and Castlereagh, hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley, hon. Henry Thomas 
Liddell, sir John and lady Ann Beckett, sir Roger and lady Sophia 
Griesley, sir Henry and lady Emily Hardinge, sir Thomas Lawrence, 
sir Henry Browne, sir Cuthbert Sharp, generals Aylmer and Seddon, 
Matthew Bell, esq., M. P., Rev. Dr. Phillpotts, R. Burden, esq., 
colonel Freemantle, Dr Forbes, and Mr. Stapleton. — Local Papers. 

1827 (Sep. 28). — His grace arrived in Newcastle, where every pre- 
paration had been made to receive him. A temporary platform was 
erected in front of the Guildhall. It was of wood, but coloured to 
resemble stone ; the steps and stage were covered with cloth. The 
Guildhall was decorated with flags, and several were suspended from 
the windows of private houses. The ships in the river had all their 
decorations floating in the air. A new flag was prepared for the 
castle, containing 500 yards of cloth, the seaming of which extended 
1,500 yards. About half-past two o'clock the Tyne hussars, com- 
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manded by Heut.-col. Campbell, and the Northumberland and New- 
castle cavalry, and the dismounted troop, commanded by lieut.-col. 
Bell, mustered on the Town-moor, for the purpose of being inspected 
by his grace. The lancers from the barracks kept the ground. A 
few minutes before three o'*clock a guard of honour of the lancers pass- 
ed into Ghbteshead, to receive his grace.* About an hour after, the 
bells of Gateshead church announced that the duke was at hand, and, 
on his reaching the blue-stone on Tyne-bridge, the roaring of the 
castle guns, and those of the ships in the harbour, and the ringing of 
the bells of all the churches, announced that the "Hero of Waterloo,*" 
was then making his entry into " Canny Newcastle." His grace had 
left Wynyard that morning, accompanied by most of the illustrious 
visitors who had assembled at that place on the 24th to meet him, and 
the whole had come forward in carriages to partake of the well-known 
hospitalities of the mansion-house of Newcastle. At the head of 
Gateshead the horses were taken irom the open carriage which con- 
tained his grace, the marquis and marchioness of Londonderry, and 
field-marshal Beresford, preceded by an excellent band of music, and 
twelve men bearing banners inscribed with the names of his grace's 
greatest battles; it was drawn by the people to the front of the plat- 
form on the Sandhill. His grace then alighted, and, handing out the 
marchioness, who leaned on his arm, ascended the steps, and received 
the hearty welcome and congratulations of the right worshipful Archi- 
bald Beed, esq., mayor, and the numerous group of members of the 
corporation, and other individuals. The other carriages drove up in 
rapid succession, and the distinguished visitors having alighted, they 
were received by the mayor, the aldermen, sheriff, and common council, 
and their friends. The recorder then proceeded to read the address of 
the corporate body, after which the mayor presented the freedom of 
the town to his grace, who in very courteous terms returned thanks. 
The mayor then, filling a glass of wine, stepped to the front of the 
platform, and said, " my friends and fellow townsmen, I drink to the 
health of the illustrious hero, his grace the duke of Wellington." This 
was followed by three hearty cheers from the multitude assembled in 
front, amid the thunder of cannon and the ringing of bells. His 

* On the visit of the duke of Wellington to Newcastle, a circumstance took place on 
Gateshead Fell, which is worthy of record. — While fresh horses were putting to the 
marquis of Londonderry's carriage, at the sign of the Cannon, a veteran accosted his 
grace, and the latter entered into familiar conversation with him. The duke, finding 
this individual had been with the British army in several of the victories gained by his 
grace, generously gave him a sovereign to drink his health, which the old soldier would, 
no doubt, punctually observe, as he facetiously replied, that he always strictly attended to 
the orders of his superiors. 
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grace briefly returned thanke. The vicar of Newcastle and several 
of the clergy were then introduced to his graee. Christopher Oook- 
son, esq., then presented to his grace the address of the inhabitants 
in an elegant speech, in which he was much applauded. The duke 
seemed to listen with much attention, and as soon as Mr. Oookeon 
had concluded, his grace addressed that gentleman and the other 
members of the deputation from the inhabitants of the town. The 
above proceedings having terminated, the carriages were ordered up, 
and the illustrious party took their seats, and, according to previous 
arrangements, the procession moved off to the moor, the carriage in 
which his grace sat being drawn by the populace. At the Ban-as- 



362 LOCAL historian's [a. d. 1827, 

bridge his grace, accompanied by his gallant companions in arms (the 
marquis of Londonderry and field-marshal lord Beresford), alighted, 
and, mounting their chargers, proceeded to the Town-moor, to in- 
spect the troops there assembled. It was near six o'*clock before 
the review was finished, and, as the evening had set in foggy and wet, 
all hurried off the ground as quick as possible. The dinner at the 
mansion-house was of the most splendid description. It was served 
up in three rooms, and the number that sat down was about 240. 
An excellent band of music played during the dinner, and the toasts, 
&c., given by the mayor, were announced to the rooms by the sound 
of the horn. To give the loyal and appropriate toasts and speeches 
(hiring this festive occasion would far exceed our limits. The ball 
at the Assembly-rooms was attended by 656 ladies and gentlemen. 
The merry dance was led off by lord Ossulston and the marchioness 
of Londonderry, to the tune of "The Keel Row.*" The duke of 
Wellington left the rooms about one o''clock for Bavensworth castle, 
where he slept. The carriage was attended by twelve torch bearers 
on horseback, six before and six behind. By a request from the 
mayor, the shops were all closed on this occasion. A view of his 
CTace'*s reception on the Sandhill was etched by Mr. John Archer. — 
Local Papers, 

1827 (Oct. 4). — The duke of Wellington visited Sunderland, when 
a grand dinner was given to him in the exchange. The ladies of 
Sunderland and the Wearmouths having entered into a subscripton to 
form a triumphal arch across the High- street at Sunnyside, a most 
elegant structure, covered vrith evergreens and flowers, was raised at 
their expense. On the top of the arch, in the centre, a standard, 
bearing the arms of the United Kingdom, waved majestically, and 
over it was a long streamer inscribed "The Ladies^ Welcome to 
Wellington.'' On each side of these were three flags, bearing the 
names of some of the duke's splendid victories. The arch was an 
object of universal admiration. At night an ef&lgent star produced 
by gas, was suspended under it, and had a most brilliant effect. On 
the front of the exchange were the words " Welcome to Wellington 
AND HIS BRAVE COMPANIONS IN Arms." This buildiiig was also decor- 
ated, exterior and interior, with variegated lamps. The duke reached 
Sunderland about five o'clock ; he was drawn into the town by a num- 
ber of men who had taken the horses from his carriage. In passing 
under the triumphal arch; roses and crowns of laurel were dropped 
into the carriage of the duke by three young ladies dressed in white 
who were placed on the centre of the arch. The pressure in the 
High-street as the duke advanced towards the exchange was really 
frightful. On arriving opposite to the exchange, his grace alighted 
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from the carriage, and, accompanied by the marquis and marchioness 
of Londonderry, &c., proceeded to a platform erected in the street, 
and was there received by George Robinson, esq., sir Cuth. Sharp, 
Addison Fenwick, esq., and other gentlemen of Sunderland. An 
address was then read and presented to his grace by Mr. Robinson, to 
which his grace made a suitable reply. Three hearty cheers were 
then given by the gentlemen within the exchange, and immediately 
answered by the multitude without. On leaving the platform, the 
distinguished visitors entered the exchange, and about half past six 
o'clock proceeded to the spacious dining-room (news-room), which was 
very tastefully fitted up for the occasion. The marquis of London- 
derry, at the request of the committee of management, took the chair, 
having on his right hand earl Bathurst, the marquis of Douro, lord 
Beresford, hon. captain Cochrane, sir Henry Hardinge, lord Castle- 
reagh, and Mr. Stapleton ; and on his left, the duke of Wellington, 
lord Ravens worh, sir Walter Scott, hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley, hon. 
H. T. Liddell, sir Roger Griesley, and the hon. Thomas Liddell. Sir 
Cuthbert Sharp filled the vice-president's chair. The number who 
partook of the dinner was 204 ; above 100 applications for tickets 
were refused, the arrangements not admitting a larger number than 
the party accommodated. After many healths and toasts and several 
excellent speeches, the chairman intimated to the company that his 
friends and himself must bid them fareweU, their attendance at the 
ball-room being expected. The assembly-rooms were crowded to 
excess, and the noble party did not retire until after one o'clock. The 
ball was opened by the marquis of Douro and marchioness of London- 
derry, and they were followed by the marquis of Londonderry and 
lady Sophia Greisley. — Local Papers. 

During his grace's stay in the northern counties he visited the 
bishop of Durham, at Durham castle, where, with the nobility and 
gentry of the county, he was entertained with a very splendid ban- 
quet. The duke also paid a visit to John Buddie, esq., at Painsher, 
where he partook of a cold collation, and afterwards visited some of 
the collieries, in company with that gentleman. — Und. 

1827 (Oct. 4). — A new methodist chapel was opened for divine 
service at Hurworth, near Darlington, by Mr. WiUiam Dawson, of 
Bramham, near Leeds, and the rev. Robert Wood, of York, after 
which £2Z. 10s. were collected in aid of the funds. — Ibid, 

October. — ^A human skeleton apparently that of a full-grown man, 
was found at Hayston-hill, near Houghton-le-spring. Two men 
employed at the limestone-quarry at that place having been ordered 
to remove the soil from a part of the hill opposite to the quarry, 
found the skeleton at a depth of about two feet from the surface r 
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It waa doubled up in a manner which left no doubt of iHurder having 
been committed. The teeth and a part of the hair still remained 
attached to the akull, and the marl around the skeleton was much 
diflcoloured, apparently by the recent deoompoaitioQ of the body. — 
Zoeal Papers. 

1827. — This year, as the ship Ann, captain Hutchinson, of Shields, 
was leaving Aberdeen for Newcastle, a pair of sparrows were observed 
to conunence building their nest under the slings of the fore-yard, and, 
what appears very remariiable, on the vessere arrival at Dent's Hole, 
on the river Tyne, a little below Newcastle, the birds went on shore 
and brought materials to finish their house. — Hid. 



CoTT*OES, dent's Hole. 

November 3. — The freeholders of Northumberland, and friends of 
Matt. Bell, esq., presented him, at the assembly-rooms, Newcastle, with 
an elegant piece of silver plate, a candelabrum, value ^500. — Jhid. 

November 9. — The marquis of Londonderry was presented with 
the freedom of Newcastle, on which occasion, the bells of St, Nicho- 
las' church rung several merry peals. — Ibid. 

On this occasion, during the ringing of the bells of St. Nicholas^ 
church in Newcastle, one of the pinnacles at the top of the lantern 
was observed to be in a very tottering condition, in consequence of 
which, a scaffolding was erected and the steeple examined, when it 
was found to require very considerable repairs. The iron cramps, 
from the coverings of lead having been torn off by the violence of the 
wind, were much decayed, and the cement with which it had been 
filled in various places about thirty years befo>e, was in a great 
measure destroyed. It therefore became necessary that the steeple 
should midergo a thorough repair by the insertion of new cramps of 
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copper instead of iron, and filling up with Soman cement those places 
which required it. Several of the small pinnacles were replaced with 
new mason work, the vanes were repaired, the whole of them re- 
gilt, and the steeples pointed. Strong iron bands were also put 
round the pinnacles at the comers of the tower, and inserted into the 
cross beams. These repairs continued until December 21st, when 
the scaffolding was taken down. — Local Papers. 

1827 (Nov. 11). — Died, Thomas Graham, aged 102 years, he was 
a native of Northumberland, and was employed to drive a baggage 
waggon at the time of the rebellion in 1745. — GenCs. Mag. 

December 5. — ^About eleven o^dock in the forenoon, as Mr. John 
Nicholson, son of Mr. John Nicholson, of Newcastle, and pupil of Mr. 
Henzell, surgeon, was riding along Sandyford-lane, near Newcastle, 
his horse ran away, and in making the turn at Sandyford-bridge, the 
animal struck the battlement and fell, but it immediately rose and 
leaped from the bridge into the rocky channel below, being a depth of 
thirty-six feet perpendicular. The unfortunate young man was so 
dreadfully bruised and injured, that he lingered, in an insensible state 
imtil seven o^dock in evening, when he expired. It is a singular fact, 
that when the horse struck the battlement, the coping stone which 
had " Lambbbt^s Leap'^ cut upon it, was thrown off into the dean 
below and broken in pieces. There is a strange coincidence in these 
two accidents : — They were both young men, and the leaps had been 
both made at the same part of the bridge. The only difference is 
that Mr. Lambert survived and his horse was killed, but in this 
instance the horse was so little injured, that a person rode it into 
town for assistance. — Local Bee. 

December 9. — ^Died, at Morpeth, aged 101 years, Elizabeth, widow 
of John Butherford, who was son to Baldric, the last lord Butherford, 
and heir to the title and estates. — Genu's. Mag. 

December 24. — ^Died, at Chelsea, near London, Mr. John Scott, 
the celebrated animal engraver. Mr. Scott, who was a self-taught 
artist was a native of Newcastle, where he served his time as a tallow 
chandler. His first piece which came before the public, was an en- 
graving, in group, of the king, queen, and dauphin of France, for the 
" Historical View of the French Bevolution,'' published by M. Angus^ 
in 1 796. This astonishing performance was done without any previous 
instruction. Mr. Scott afterwards removed to London, where he 
finished several hundreds of engravings, which are all in high esti- 
mation. "The Sportsman^s Cabinet,'^ "The Sporting Magazine,^' 
Mr. DaniePs " Bural Sports,'^ and other works of a similar nature, 
owe much of their reputation to the exquisite delicacy and truth of 
Mr. Scott's graver. His engraving of " The Cottage '" in tiie " Fine 
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Arts of the English School,^^ is peiiiaps his finest pieee, but what 
established his fame most were his two large prints '^Breaking 
Cover ^' and "The Death of the Fox,'* after Gilpin and Beinagle. 
For these exquisite specimens of the art, Mr. Scott was on the 28th 
of May, 1811, presented with a large gold medal by the Society of 
Arts, and at the same time received a very high compliment from his 
royal highness the duke of Sussex, in the presence c^ a large assem-i 
bly of the nobility and gentry. These prints are possessed by every 
lover of art who prize pictures of animals and field sports. In March 
1821, this artist sufiered a sever paralytic stroke, from which he 
never afterwards recovered. Mr. Scott published in 1823 a portrait 
of his mother, Mrs. Mary Scott. There is a good portrait of this artist 
painted by Mr. Jackson, R.A., and engraved by Fry. — Locai Bee, 

1827. — Horton chapel, Northumberland, was rebuilt. The old 
chapel was of very ancient foundation. The parish registers contain 
entries of baptisms from 1648, of marriages from 1660, and of burials 
from 1725. — HodgstnCs Northd. 

1828 (Jan. 11). — Died, in Pilgrim street, Newcastle, after a short 
illness, aged 62, Mr. William Henderson, a native of Northumber- 
land. In the early part of his life he worked as a pitman, and hav- 
ing received an injury, he was admitted a patient of the Infirmary, 
Newcastle. Here he contracted an intimacy with one of the nurses 
of that institution, whom he married. On the erection of the House 
of Recovery in 1804, Mrs. Henderson was appointed matron, and 
Mr. Henderson became inspector, which situation he held until 
his wife's death. Having during the time he was attached to this 
institution, acquired (as he said) more knowledge of medicine 
than all the faculty put together, he added Doctor to his name, and 
published a very ludicrous and eccentric book entitled '^ Every Man 
his own Doctor, in the treatment oS Fever, and other important 
diseases incident to the human frame. Being the result of 22 years' 
practice and observation of the treatment and <;ure of various diseases. 
With Bhymes to gratify tiie mind. By William Henderson, late 
Inspector of the Fever Hospital, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,'' with a por- 
trait prefixed. As a specimen of his abilities in liie rhyming way, 
it is only necessary to give the memoraUe lines from the title-page 
of his book. 

<*In the country and the town, 

Here wisdom may be fomid; 

This book in a pupil's hand, 

Will make him a wiser man; 

His voice may give the sound, 

And say, 'tis worth a hundred pound " ! ! 
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For this hundred pounds'* worth of invaluable information, he mod- 
estly charged 3s. 6d. It was " Printed for the author by J, Mar- 
shall, Old Flesh Market, 1827."" It consists of 86 pages; the por- 
trait, which is prefixed to this morceau of a book, is engraved by 
Mr. Isaac Nicholson, from a painting by Parker, and is an excel- 
lent likeness. This work is a treat as it is, but what would it have 
been, if given in its original orthography ! After the doctor's pub- 
lication appeared, he received various letters signed " Robert Sou- 
they^' and other fictitious names, lauding his [»*e-eminent abilities ; 
all of which this very simple man believed to be genuine, and carried 
them about his person for exhibition ; indeed there seemed nothing 
in the shape of praise too m(»istrous for him. — Local Bee. 

1828 (Jan. 17). — John Greorge Lambton, esq., M. P., for the county 
of Durham, having been created a peer by the style and title of baron 
Durham, of the city of Durham, and of Lambton castle, in the county 
of Durham, a new writ for an M. P. for the county was issued 
January 29th, when he was succeeded on the 13th of February in the 
same year, by William Bussell, esq., of Brancepath castle, Durham. — 
Ibid. 

January 27. — Sunday evening lectures commenced in St. John''s 
church, Newcastle, for which purpose it was first lighted with gas. — 
Local Papers. 

January 28-29. — Died, in Pandon bank, Newcastle, within a few 
hours of each other, John Anderson, mustard manufacturer, and 
Mary his wife. She died on the evening of the 28th. and he on the 
morning of the 29th. They were both interred in one grave, attended 
by a la,^ number of friends. 

" John Anderson, my Jo, John, 

We clamb the hill thegither, 
And mony a canty day, John, 

We've had with ane anither : 
Now we mami totter down, John, 

But hand in hand we'll go. 
And sleep thegither at the foot, 

John Anderson, my Jo." Genfs. Mag. 

About the beginning of this year, a curious phenomenon astonished, 
and not a little alarmed, the villagers of Norton, in the county of 
Durham. In a field in the immediate vicinity of that place, an 
aperture in the ground was discovered, from which a hissing noise 
issued, louder than can be imitated by the human voice. It was 
examined with some attention by several gentlemen who had the 
earth removed, by digging to a considerable depth around the hole, 
with a view to ascertain the cause, but without efiect. Some of the 
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lees enlightened believed the whispers whioh proceeded from the aper- 
ture to be hints of an approaching earthquake, while others fancied 
they could hear, through the fissure, the sound of hammering in the 
lower regions. Gerttun it is that for some time the noise was daily 
and hourly heard. It is probable that it was occasioned by a rush 
of some description of gas, with which the earth, in that particular 
place had been overcharged ; and, if so, its escape was more likely to 
prevent, than portend, an earthquake. — Gmft. Mag. 

1828 (Feb. 11).— Died, at Wallsend, Ann Usher, aged 102 years, 
who, during the last thirty years of her life, had received parochial 
relief to the amount of <£157. ISs. from that plaoe. — Local Papert. 

' This month, the new gaol and house of correction at Newcastle 
were finished, and the prisoners, jec, were removed to that building 
from the castle. — Ibid. 
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CHAPTER XVr. 



N Sunday the 17th of February, 1828, be< 
tween one and two o'clock, M two boys, 
named John Martin and WUliam Lee, 11 
and 12 years of age, (the former belonging 
to PandoD, the latter to Pilgrim street, 
Newcastle), were sliding on a pond in the 
brick-yard, at the Shield-field, unfortunately 
the ice broke under Lee''8 feet, and he sunk ; 
but, rising again, he caught hold of the 
firmer part of the ice. Martin, perceiving the dangerous mtuation of 
his companion, hastened to assist him, and in endeaTOuring to pull 
him out of the water, more of the ice gave way, and they both sunk ; 
poor Martin to rise bo more ! but Lee again appeared and again 
caught hold of the ice, and kept his head above water. By this time 
many people had gathered about the pond ; but none of them ten- 
dered efficient assistance, till a young man, named Matthew Bob- 
insoD, apprentice to Messrs, Mackenzie and Dent, printers, came to 
the spot, who, at the peril of his own life, went along a plank, and 
though the ice broke in with him, and he was immersed to the arm- 
pits, he happily succeeded in rescuing Lee from a watery grave, — 
Local Pap&rt. 

February 18. — At Barnard-castle, a woman, aged 63, engaged to 
walk one hundred miles in twenty-four hours, which she completed 
in twenty hours .' — IHd. 

February 18. — A splendid ball and supper were given by the 
bachelors of Durham and its neighbourhood, to the ladies and 
gentlemen of that city and the adjacent country, which took place 
at the Assembly-rooms. The company began to assemble soon 
after nine o'clock, and before ten most of the visitors had arriv- 
ed. The room at that period presented a perfect galaxy of beauty, 
VOL. ui. 3 B 
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rank and fashion. The dresses of the ladies were remarkably splen- 
did and tasteful, and the coup d^oeil extremely brilliant. The danc- 
ing commenced at ten o'^clock, and was kept up with spirit till 
one o'clock, when the party was summoned to the most elegant 
supper ever served ra Duriiam upon any occasion. John Allan, 
esq., of Black-well, presided, and he gave a peculiar zest to the 
entertainment by the felicitous manner in which he acquited him- 
self in the chair. He delivered a very entertaining speech in 
proposing the health of the ladies who had honoured the bache- 
lors with their company, and concluded, by expressing a hope, 
that their fascinations might have the happy effect of inducing 
some of his fraternity to change their state of life. The supper 
being concluded, and several appropriate toasts drunk, the party 
returned to the ball room, when dancing was resumed and kept up 
with unabated spirit until a late hour in the morning. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Feb.). — This month a sepulchre of large dimensions, and of 
rude form and construction, was discovered at Millfield-hill, in North- 
umberland. It differed entirely from any of the tumuli which had 
before been opened in that neighbourhood. Some teeth and pieces 
of bone, evidently the remains of human bodies were found, and also 
several teeth, so large, that they must have belonged to an animal 
of no less size than a full-grown horse. — Ibid. 

March 4. — Early in the morning, a pugilistic encounter took place 
in a field near the town moor, Newcastle, between Miles Eailton, a 
butcher, and Robert Entwhisle, of the Close, in that town, in which 
the latter was so severely bruised, that he died in a few hours. 
Bailton, who, with others his companions, had been before the judges 
at the preceding assizes for Newcastle, was committed by the coroner, 
for trial on a charge of Manslaughter. — Ibid. 

March 13. — The Tyne yeomanry hussars were finally disbanded, and 
returned their arms and accoutrements to the stores in Gateshead. 
In taking leave of the corps, lieut. col. Campbell addressed them 
at considerable length, thanking them for the gratifying attention 
he had at all times experienced, during the many years he had served 
in the regiment, and more particularly for the zeal and alacrity evinc- 
ed in obeying his orders, during the period he had had the honour 
of commanding them. The corps had existed since the year 1794, 
it being then first embodied under the command of lieut. col. Peareth 
of Usworth house. How often they had been called upon to aid the 
civil power, both in the county of Durham and Northumberland, 
it is not necessary to state precisely ; though it may be safely averred 
that, upon all occasions affecting the public peace (and these, from 
various causes, had not been few in the neighbourhood of New- 
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castle, during the thirty-four years they were embodied), their 
able services — ^tendered with mildness, and yet efficiently — ^had essen- 
tially contributed to the preservation of order, and in fact, had very 
frequently accelerated the moment of tranquility. — Local Papers. 

1828 (March 15). — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event eight men lost their lives. No exact account 
of the cause of the accident could be given, but the coroner and jury 
were satisfied that no blame could attach to any person, as the pit 
Was considered in a good state and well ventilated. — Ibid, 

March 18. — The town of Sunderland presented an unusual degree 
of bustle and excitement. It having been previously determined by 
a large portion of the inhabitants that, on the departure of the depot 
of the 83rd Regiment from that place for Hull, some mark of respect 
should be paid for the humane disposition manifested by major Sum- 
merfield and his brother officers, and the good and soldier-like con- 
duct of the privates, whilst stationed there, at six o'clock, a.m. the 
whole population seemed in motion. A chair, profusely decorated with 
evergreens and ribbons, was waiting at the barrack gate, into which 
the gallant major was invited, or rather forced, by the crowd to enter, 
and amidst the ringing of bells and huzzas of the almost countless 
multitude, was carried shoulder height at the head of the division, 
nearly to the first toll bar on the road to Durham. The band play- 
ing " God save the King,'* the major here left the chair, and mount- 
ing his charger, addressed the regiment and the people, in a manly, 
soldier-like and aflFecting manner. This address was immediately 
followed by "Rule Britannia'' from the band, and after three cheers 
by the soldiers, they marched off, amidst the acclamations of one of 
the largest numbers of people ever assembled in Sunderland. — Ibid. 

March 23. — Died, at Alnwick, Mr. Alexander English, formerly of 
Rothbury, aged 107 years. — Ibid. 

March 27. — Died, aged 72 years, highly respected, Mr. Ralph 
Dees, who held the situation of master of St. Nicholas' and All 
Saints' free-schools in succession for forty-two years, and had been 
secretary to the Schoolmasters' association for above thirty years. 
He was an unassuming and upright man, an excellent penman, and 
a good teacher. — Ibid. 

This month, an elegant window, in stained glass, by Mr. John 
Gibson, of Newcastle, was put up in Stockton church. The centre 
represents Christ bearing the cross, with other attributes, pourtrayed 
in a very superior manner. The placid countenance of the Redeemer 
is finely expressive of a heavenly meekness and resignation. The 
remainder of the window is filled with most beautiful and chaste orna- 
mental work, and the whole so harmonises as to give it a most impos< 
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ing and atriking appearance. Mr. Cribsoo's colouring, in point of 
brilliancy, is alloweil to snrpass every thing of the kind hitherto exhi- 
bited. — LoeaX Popart. 



1828 (April 1). — A meeting waa held at Mitford, near Morpeth, and 
a subBcription was entered into for the purpose of erecting a wooden 
bridge over the river Waasbeck, at the High Ford, where many lives 
had been lost in attempting to cross at that dangerous place. From 
the liberality of the neighbooring and other gentry, it was resolved 
that a bridge of stone should be erected. — Ibid. 

About ten o'clock at night, a fire broke out in Mrs. Orowther's 
premises at the Ousebum, near Newcastle, the under part of which 
she occupied as an iron-foundry, and above was a steam corn-mill, in 
the occupation of Mr. Hetherington, and a small shop rented by an- 
other person. It was supposed that the fire originated in some timber 
attached to the engine of the mill, and the whole of the building being 
of wood, such was the rapidity of the flames, all was soon a mass of 
burning ruins. The soap manufactory on the opposite side of the road 
was in imminent danger, but was saved by the playing of the engines 
and the exertions of those in attendance. Mr. Hetherington had in 
the mill about two hundred bolls of wheat, and a large quantity of 
flour, which were totally destroyed ; but his stock, as well as the 
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whole of tho premiaes and the goods were insured, with the exception 
of the Btock of the poor man who rented the shop. — Local Papers. 

1828 (April 6). — On the evening of this day (Sunday), tho ancient 
chapel at the west end of Durham cathedral, called the Galilee, was 
opened for the first time for evening lectures, and divine service was 
performed by the rev. P. Cfeoi^, one of the minor canons, assisted by 
Mr. Stimpson, one of the choriat^ra, as clerk. After which the rev. 
W. N. Darnell, delivered an excellent lecture. — Ibid. 

April 11. — A fire was discovered in a stable of Mr. R. Lamb, in 
Blue Anchor-chare, on the Quayside, Newcastle. There wore two 
horses in it ; one of them was so much burnt, that it was considered 
necessary to kill it, the other died from the effects of the fire, which 
waa aoon got wider. — Ibid. 



April. — Whilst the workmen were trenching the ground, for plant- 
ing, at Villa reaJ, near Sandyford, Newcastle, they found a curious 
rude stone coffin, composed of six flag stones, containing the skeleton 
of a tall man, in complete preservation, with an mn standing by the 
mde of his head. It appeared to be one of the most perfect specimens 
of the ancient British sepulchral vases that had been found. Mr. 
Blackbird, the proprietor of Villa real, presented it to the Society of 
Antiijuaries, Newcastle.— Ibid. 

April 21. — The branch from the bank of England commenced 
buEnness in a house at the south west comer of Bailiff Ciate, in New- 
castle. The notes are the same as the parent institution, excepting 
that they are dated Newcastle. — Ibid. 

April 22. — The foundation stone of a new catholic chapel was laid 
in Hexham, 1^ the rev. Mr. Singleton, of that place. Although tho 
time of the ceremony had not been previously announced, yet a 
great number of spectators were present. — Ibid. 

April 23. — About six o'clock on the morning, a fire having a most 
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terrific appearance, broke out in the extensive paper manufactory 
of Mr. Smith, at Langley, near the city of Durham. When first 
discovered, the flames were ascending through the ventilators on the 
roof of the new part of the building, and very near to Mr. Smith'^s 
dwelling house. The alarm was instantly given, and in a few minutes 
Mr. Smith'^s workmen and neighbours were on the spot. Intellig^ice 
having been speedily conveyed to Durham, the fire engines soon after- 
wards arrived at Langley, where also a great number of persons 
had assembled, who made the most praiseworthy exertions to subdue 
the destructive element. The room in which the fire broke out was 
used as a drying loft, and a great quantity of paper, in an unfinished 
state, was hanging upon lines within it. This burnt with amazing 
rapidity, and the timbers of the roof becoming ignited, very soon 
gave way under the weight of the slates, and the whole fell in with a 
tremendous crash. Masses of burning paper now rose into the air, 
and were scattered to a considerable distance. The fall of the roof, 
by checking the flames, gave an opportunity to those who worked the 
engines to play upon the building with effect, and the opportunity 
was not lost. From the great efibrts now made, the fire was entirely 
subdued before nine o'*clock. The damage was estimated at about 
dp 1,000. The property was insured. — Local Ptxpers. 

1828 (April 30). — The remains of the late Mr. George Henderson, 
of St. Ann's row, Newcastle, were interred in the burial ground at- 
tached to St. Ann's chapel in that town ; and from its being the first 
interment in this extensive ground, a large concourse of people assem- 
bled on the occasion, and the solemn and impressive service was read 
by the reverend the vicar (Dodd), to whom the public are indebted 
for tiie great desideratum,-^an. additional cemetery, connected with 
the established church, which has since been opened as a place of 
general sepulture. The chapel and chapel-yard were consecrated by 
bishop Trevor, in 1768. — Ibid, 

Died, at Bath, aged 93 years, sir John Trevelyan, bart., of Nettle- 
comb, Somersetshire, and of WalUngton, Northumberland. Sir John 
was returned member for Newcastle, March 14th, 1777, after a severe 
contest with the celebrated profligate adventurer, Andrew Bobinson 
Stoney Bowes. Sir John was a member in the three succeeding par- 
liaments for Somersetshire. — Ibid. 

This month, while some workmen were employed in draining a field 
near Seaham, Durham, the property of the rev. O. J. Cresswell, rec- 
tor of that place, they discovered in a very marshy part of it, and at 
a depth of about eight feet from the surface, an oaken coffin, contain- 
ing human bones. The coffin fell to pieces on being exposed to the 
air. — Ibid. 
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1828 (May 1). — ^A new Presbyterian chapel belonging to the United 
Secession congregation at Warkworth, Northumberland, was opened 
for divine service, and after appropriate sermons by the rev. James 
Pringle, of Newcastle ; the rev. Henry Lawson, of South Shields ; 
and the rev. Robert Pollock, of Buckhaven, on that day and the 
following Sabbath, the sum of ^28. 1 4s. 8d. was collected for defray- 
ing the expences of the building. The chapel is conveniently situated 
in the suburbs of the town, by the side of the Coquet. It is built in 
a substantial manner, and commodiously fitted up in the interior. 
The entrance front is of polished stone, well executed, and the whole 
has a very compact and neat appearance. — Local Papers. 

May 2. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, John Clay, aged 100 years. — 
lUd. 

May 6. — Hude chapel (Baptist), Middleton Teesdale, founded. 
The register of births, 18 entries, extends from 1829 to 1836. — Bep. 
of Pari. Com. 

May 7. — The Court of Conscience first established in Newcastle in 
the year 1689, and held every three months, was, on the above day, 
conmienoed being held monthly. — Local Papers. 

May 14. — 'Died, in Newcastle, in his 87th year, Archibald Hen- 
derson, better known by the appellation of " Bold Archy.*" He was 
of great stature and muscular power, and though his appearance to 
many was terrific, yet he was very inofiensive in his manners. Bold 
Archy is immortalized in several local songs written by Mr. Robert 
Gilchrist in the Newcastle dialect. He also forms one of the char- 
acters in the group of " Newcastle Eccentrics,'' painted by Mr. Par- 
ker, and engraved by Mr. Armstrong. In this group (14), all living 
in 1819, there is now (1843), only one in existence ; — ^viz : Whin 
Bobby. — Ibid.^ Sfc. 

May 24. — Saturday, Mr. John Samuel Fenwick. eldest son of 
Mr. John Fenwick, of Brinkhaugh, near Felton, Northumberland, 
met with a premature death by the hands of his own father, and in 
the foUowing manner. Between nine and ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, the deceased, his father, and the servant girl, were all in the 
parlour together. The deceased was standing at a desk, and his 
father close to him, with a gun in his hand, which he told the ser- 
vant girl he meant to take to Morpeth with him that day, intending 
to go thither on business. The son handed to the girl a key, and 
requested her to go to a closet up stairs, and bring down a bottle of 
spirits, in order that his father might take some before going away. 
The girl took the key, and when just about leaving the room, the 
deceased's father presented the gun to his son's left side, and, melan- 
choly to relate, fired it off, the contents penetrated his side, passing 
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through his body and coming out at his right side. He immediately 
fell down, sprang up again, rushed out of the room, and ran towards 
the bam, a few yards from the house. On reaching the bam doc«r, 
he fell down. The bam man came out, and asked him what had 
befallen him ? He said his father had shot him, but for what reason 
he could not tell. Others of the work people near at hand had col- 
lected around him to give him succour, and in the agonies of death 
he shook hands with them, and immediately expired. The deceased 
was a fine young man, just about twenty-four years of age, and was 
much esteemed and respected by all his acquaintance. The deceased's 
father had loaded the gun with a piece of brass to accomplish the 
horrid deed. He was committed under the coroner's warrant, to 
the county gaol at Morpeth, on a charge of wilfull murder ; and at 
the Northumberland assizes, held at Newcastle, on the 8th of August, 
following, he was tried, and acquitted on the ground that he was 
insane at the time of committing the oflFence. — Local Papers. 

1828 (May 29). — The ancient custom of singing on the steeple of 
the cathedral at Durham, on the anniversary of the above day, was 
revived at that church. At the close of divine service, the choristers 
ascended the steeple, and sung the three anthems formerly used on 
that elevated station. — Ihid. 

June 5. — The " United Kingdom" steam packet, of 1,000 tons, 
came into the river Tyne for a supply of coals. This vessel, which 
was then the largest of the kind belonging to Great Britain, was on 
its passage from London to Leith.— TZirf. 

June 11. — The farm-house at Snipe house, near Alnwick, occupied 
by Mr. John Marshall, was destroyed by fire, supposed to have been 
occasioned by a foul chimney. — Ihid. 

Juno 11. — The northern Academy of Arts, which was commenced 
building in Blackett street, Newcastle, September 15th, 1827, was 
first opened to ihe public, with a very superior display of paintings 
by London, native, and other artists. There were also exhibited 
very splendid and costly models of St. Paul's, London, and St. Peter's, 
at Bome, the property of lady Bavensworth, who, for the grati- 
fication of the public, sent them from the museum at Bavensworth 
castle. This exhibition closed on the 13th of September. This 
building was again opened, October 6th, for the "Exhibition of 
pictures by the most celebrated, ancient, and deceased masters, se- 
lected from the best collections." The building, both exterior and 
interior, does great credit to the projectors. The first exhibition 
of drawings in water colours took place in this institution on the 
31st October, 1831. presenting another display of superior talent. — 
Ihid, 
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1828 (June U). — The ceremony of laying the foundation stone (at 
the entrance door) of the rectory-house, for the parish of St. John, 
Oateehead fell, was performed by the workmen. Refreshments were 
distributed to the persons present, and oa«h was presented with a 
card containing the following inscription : — " The foundation stone of 
the building intended for the Bectory-house for the parish of St. John, 
Gateshead Fell, was hud this 11th of June, 1828, ou which day the 
site was named and will ever afterwards be called Hawksbury Hill." 
— Local Papers. 

June 20. — During a violent storm of thunder and lightning, Robert 
Tnmbull, a married man, 32 years of age, servant to H. Dinning, 
esq. of Newlands, near Belford, Northumberland, while driving a cart 
of manure, was, together with the horses, fltniok instantly dead by the 
li^tning. The unfortimate man's bat was rent to pieces, one of hia 
temples, hia breast, and the under side of one of his cheeks were a 
little blackened. There was uo mark on either of the horses, nor did 
the cart, chains, or trapping receive any injury. — Hid. 

June 22. — Died, at Pelton, near Cheater-lo-street, Isabella Eddy, 
widow, in her 107th year. — I6id. 



June 25. — The common council of Newcastle, est^Iished a new 
corporate company, entitled " The Company or Fraternity of Scri- 
veners of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Nathaniel Clayton, Christ- 
opher Fenwick, Percival Fenwick, Armorer Donkin, John Adamson, 
Peregrine George Ellison, John Brown, John Clayton, Henry Ingle- 
dew, Robert Anthony Purvis, Geoi^e WiDiam Cram, Thomas Wil- 
liam Keenlyside, Thomas Dove, Matthew Clayton, Richard Hill Gee, 
Edward Hemsley and Ions Hewison (attorneys), free burgesses, were 
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declared members, and they were consequently enabled to bestow the 
freedom of the town upon their apprentices. The preceding wood- 
cut shews the arms of this new corporate company, by whose permis- 
sion it is here inserted. — Local Papers^ ^c. 

1828 (June 27).— Died, in the mill-entry, head of the Side, New- 
castle, aged 103 years, Thomas Thompson, an old soldier, a native of 
Woodhom, Northumberland. He was at the battle of Minden in 
1759, where he had his skull fractured, and he wore a silver plate 
over the fracture to the day of his death. At the close of the war in 
the year 1763, he travelled over Europe, and part of Asia and Africa 
in the service of captain Younghusband. He afterwards supported 
himself by turning a wheel for a glass cutter in the Close, Newcas- 
tle, as long as there was employment in that line. On the visit of 
the duke of Wellington to Newcastle, a petition was presented to his 
grace on his behalf, stating his great age and services, and that his 
means of support had been materially affected by the loss of his two 
sons, one at the battle of Trafalgar, and the other under his grace 
at Waterloo. The effect of this petition was to obtain for him an 
enlargement of his pension to Is. 8d. per day. But it had a still 
more beneficial effect in raising up for him a friend and protector 
in the person of Colonel Arnold, who having been employed to an- 
nounce to the veteran the above piece of good fortune, took so kind 
an interest for him, as very materially added to his comfort during 
the remainder of his life. — Ibid. 

June 30. — A new theatre was opened at Sunderland, when the 
justly celebrated songstress, Mistf Hughes, from London, a native of 
Sunderland, made her first appearance there. She was received with 
the most rapturous applause, and was encored in all her songs. The 
house was crowded to excess. — Ibid. 

This month a sparrow built its nest upon the quarter block of the 
main yard of the ship Friends of North Shields, whilst lying in the 
river Tyne, and therein deposited several eggs. — Ibid. 

July 2. — Wednesday evening, Mr. James Wright, the manager of 
the soap manufactory, in the Close, Newcastle, and thirty-two of the 
workmen, sat down to an entertainment in the interior of a newly 
erected soap copper. The healths of their employers, and other 
appropriate toasts were drunk with much applause, and the company 
did not separate till a late hour. — Ibid. 

July 12 and 13. — Saturday and Sunday, there was a continuous, 
and often very heavy rain throughout the northern counties, which 
was followed with excessive floods, causing much loss and damage to 
the lands and crops oh the low grounds and banks of the rivers. 
The Tyne rose to a great height, laying corn-fields waste, pikes 
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of hay were floated down, also live stock, consisting of sheep and 
pigs, and numerous geese and ducks were hurried away from their 
domiciles by the impetuosity of the current, and lost to their own- 
ers. Several trees were torn up by the roots, in the fullness of their 
summer foliage, and floated down the stream. The vast accumula- 
tion of water that rushed from the high lands in the county of Dur- 
ham, overflowed the river Team, and a great number of the fields on . 
each side were inundated, the whole presenting the appearance of an 
extensive lake. Considerable damage was sustained, as much new- 
made hay was carried off by the force of the water. The houses in 
Dunston and its vicinity were completely surrounded by the water, 
and the inhabitants had no means of escaping except by boats. 
Here also a number of keels, and small craft, .were driven from their 
moorings. The gable end of Mr. Harrison's paper mill, erecting at 
the west end of Pipewellgate, Gateshead, was thrown down by the 
water running into the building, and bursting away the foundation. 
The river Darwent rose higher by several feet than the eldest people 
in the vicinity could remember, and rushed down its woody dells with 
great impetuosity, and the broad and shelving rocks that in many 
places form its bed, foamed with surge, as the vast body of water 
flowed through the numerous windings of that romantic stream into 
the Tyne. Most of the wooden bridges upon this river were carried 
away, and the damage done at the paper-mill at Shotley Grove, was 
very great. The whole of the dam head and apron, together with 
great part of a new quay, for the erection of another mill, being 
swept away. A water-spout fell at the foot of the bank near Ham- 
sterley lodge, and did great damage to the road. The low lands ad- 
jacent to the river Wear, were for a long time under water, so that 
fine crops of every description were completely destroyed. A vast 
quantity of hay in pikes passed down the river. At Sunderland a ship 
was driven from Hetton-staith to the low part of the harbour, and 
some keels were driven from their moorings out to sea. At an early 
hour on the Monday morning (14th), a fine large black horse was taken 
out of the river dead, at the glass-house quay of Addison Fenwick, 
esq. It had the shafts and harness of a gig attached to it, but the 
body of the carriage was not found. On Sunday the (13th), as Mr. 
Cook, blacksmith at Nesham colliery, his brother-in-law, and their 
wives, were proceeding home from Newcastle, in a cart, the river 
having overflowed, had extended into the lane near the new bridge, at 
Lambton park. In attempting to turn back, the horse, being nearly 
overhead in water, stumbled, and was immediately drowned. After 
Mr. Cook and his friends had called out a long time, some persons 
walking to see the river, went to their assistance, and ropes were 
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procured. Several persons attempted to swim to them with ropes, 
but were unable to come near them, the water being several feet deep 
in the lane, and coming very rapidly down the new bridge field. Mr. 
Storey, of Picktree, sent a horse and sledge to Lambton, to bring a 
boat to the new bridge, when John Ferguson, boatman (a sailor), 
John Briggs, gamekeeper, at Lambton, and Joseph Laverick, formerly 
of Lumley ferry-boat, proceeded in the Lambton boat, to rescue them 
from their perilous situation, having ropes made fast to the boat. 
The ropes were thrown to the people to make fast to the trees, 
whither they had swam, to render aJl the assistance in their power to 
the unfortunate persons, as the water had risen, and they were stand- 
ing in the cart up to their shoulders. After three of them were 
removed from the cart, it was carried away by the stream, and the 
other man jumped into the water and caught hold of a rope that was 
thrown from the boat. As they were dragging him to the boat the 
rope broke that was tied to the tree, and the boat was taken by the 
strong current over the tops of the trees, and every person thought it 
would upset, but Ferguson by his skill brought the boat ashore in the 
plantation belonging to lord Durham, near Mickleton, to the surprise 
of a great number who had assembled. They had been in their 
perilous situation about four hours. A great mumber of leverets 
were observed clinging to the pikes of hay as they floated down the 
Wear. Same day, a valuable cart mare belonging to Mr Thomas 
Wailes, of Meldon, was carried down the river Wansbeck, and 
drowned. By some means she had backed the cart into the swollen 
torrent, and was hurried away by the stream. Incalculable damage 
was done by this visitation, but it was not ascertained that any human 

Papers. 

1828 (July 21).— Died, George AUan, of 
Blackwell Grange, esq. M.A., F. A.S., a 
magistrate and deputy lieutenant of the 
county of Durham, only surviving son of 
George Allan, of Blackwell Grange, esq. 
an eminent antiquary and collector, and 
descended from an ancient and respectable 
family. He was elected representative 
for the city of Durham in 1813, and was 
a candidate at the next election, but 
declined a poll, though it was confidently 
asserted, that if he had persevered in his intentions, he would have 
been again returned, but the heavy pecuniary sacrifices of the first 
election, did not warrant his perseverance in a second contest, and he 
manfully declared his " inability to command such pecuniary resour- 
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ces as would be neceseaiy to secure his election.'^ When this deter- 
mination waa cotnmuDtoated to the freemen, it was received with 
sentimenta of uoiversal regret, highly honourable to al) parties. He 
immediately afterwards, retired to France, and lived at St. Omers 
for several years greatly respected. He died, after a short but severe 
illness, in the 60th year of his age. His remains were interred in the 
family vault, at Darlington. — Sharp's Burg, of Dur., Src 

1828(July 23).— In the afternoon, the inhabitants of Hexham experi- 
enoed such a deluge in the low part of the town, called Cockshaw, and 
Giles place, as never occurred in the memory of the eldest inhabitant. 
After a tremendous shower of rain, the two rivulets which run in that 
quarter, became instantaneously swollen to an alanning height, and 
overflowed a considerable extent from their regilar channels. It was 
a fortunate ciroumstanee ibat it happened at the hour it did ; had it 
taken place during the night, much more damage might have been 
snstained, uid perhaps attended with the loss of lives. Qreat injury 
was done to the tanneries and gardens by being completely inundated 
A great quantity of nun also fell at Durham, and did great injury to 
the hay, not only in pike, but also that whioh had been stacked, as 
the water penetrated to a surprising depth. — Local Palters. 



July 23, — As the Wonder coach, on its return from Alnwick to 
Newcastle, was passing along the bridge at Morpeth, it was met by 
some carts, which caused delay, and one of the horses eager to get on, 
began to plunge, and drew the coach against one of the guard stones 
on the east side ; on which the wheel rising, threw the coach upon 
the battlement of the opposite side. Part of the battlement was 
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knocked down, and three of the outside passengers, two men and one 
women, trunks, coats, &c. were thrown over into the water. , One of 
the passengers, Mr. Elliott, jun. of Newcastle, whitesmith, had a very 
narrow escape from drowning. Great praise is due to Mr. Joseph 
Thew, currier, John Stephenson, and Joseph Hedley, for their exer- 
tions in rescuing the passengers from the water. Doubts were enter- 
tained at one time for the safety of Mr. Thew and Mr. Elliott, who 
caught Thew by the legs, and kept him imder water for some time ; 
but by the assistance of Stephenson, they were rescued from their 
perilous situation, and fortunately no serious injury was sustained. 
Mr. Thew had only time to throw off his coat and silk neckcloth, 
before he plunged into the river, to endeavour to save the lives of the 
unfortunate travellersik during which some miscreant purloined the 
latter. Mr. Elliott reached Newcastle the same evening in a gig. 
Scott, the driver of the Wonder, had a narrow escape, and it was 
owing to the firmness with which he held the reins, that he was not 
precipitated over the bridge. Had the accident occurred on the 
preceding day, great doubts might have been entertained that any 
would have been saved, as the Wansbeck was much swollen by the 
heavy rain. A few weeks after this accident, through the benevo- 
lent influence of his grace the duke of Northumberland, the Boyal 
Humane Society of London, of which his grace is president, remitted 
to the rev. Frederic Ekins, rector of Morpeth, the sum of ten pounds, 
with a request that it should be divided in the following manner: — 
To Joseph Hedley, 51. ; to Joseph Thew, 31. ; and to John Steven- 
son, 21. There was also a subscription of nearly 402. for the same 
object, to which his grace was a liberal contributor. The donation 
from the Royal Society was accompanied with a letter, feelingly ex- 
pressive and complimentary to the persons who had so promptly and 
readily risked their own lives for the safety of others. — Local Papers. 

1828 (July 27). — Died, at Warkworth, in Northumberland, aged 
100 years, Mrs. Ann Taylor, widow of Mr. Cuthbert Taylor, of Tan- 
field, Durham. — Ibid. 

July, — In removing the old battlements of Framwellgat^bridge, in 
the city of Durham, a large living toad was found in the very middle 
of the wall where it must have been confined for a number of years. 
The bridge was built by bishop Flambard in the year 1 120, but when 
the battlement containing the animal was built, was not known. — Ibid. 

This month, died, in London, suddenly, Mr. Thomas Fryer Ban- 
son, an engraver of considerable eminence. Mr. Banson was born at 
Sunderland, in the year 1784, but his parents shortly after removed 
to Newcastle, where he was bound apprentice to Mr. J. A. Kidd, 
engraver. After completing his apprenticeship he remained in New- 
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castle a few years, during which he executed several pieces with great 
taste and delicacy. He then removed to London, and soon became 
distinguished, and in the year 1814 received from the Society of Arts 
a silver medal, for the engraving of a portrait, supposed to be that of 
sir Thomas Gresham. On the 15th of April, 1818, he sent to the 
Society of Arts the copy of a new bank note, exhibiting specimens of 
the highest excellence in the graphic art. The vignette in the centre, 
etched and engraved by himself, from a drawing by Thurston, is a 
most beautiful production of art. Messrs. Archer and Turrell also 
contributed their skill, and the writing is well executed by Mr. Lam- 
bert, of Newcastle, engraver. This plate, and Mr. Banson'^s letters 
were afterwards published by the Society of Arts. In June, this 
year, Mr. Banson, published " An interior view of Goldbath-fields 
prison, in which Thomas Banson was unlawfully confined by the Bank 
of England, for holding an alleged forged One Pound Note (that he 
paid forty shillings for), which was proved to be genm'ne in a Court of 
Justice. Dedicated, without permission, to the Grovr. and Company 
of the Threadneedle-street paper establishment.^^ He contended that 
the bank had no right to impound notes the property of others, and 
that the inspectors could not always distinguish between a forged and 
a genuine note. The question was decided in his favour, and he 
received much merited praise for his noble stand against an illegal 
assumption of power by the bank. In the year 1821, he received, 
from the Society of Arts, the gold Isis medal, for his portrait of the 
late duke of Northumberland, an engraving in the line manner, which 
has seldom been equalled; and, in May, the following year, he again 
received the gold Isis medal from the same society, for an engraving 
of Wilkie'^s " Duncan Gray.*" — Local Papers. 

1828 (July). — This month, when two men were mowing a fidd 
belonging to Mr. James Dixon, at High Collierly, in the parish of 
Lanchester, Durham, they found a partridge with six chickens, ap- 
parently three weeks old, which this foster mother was nursing ! It 
was supposed she had found a hen''s nest and sat upon the eggs. — 
Ibid, 

August 3. — A new church was opened for divine worship at Bed- 
car, in the county of Durham. Service commenced at half-past 
10 in the morning, by the rev. L. Vernon, rector of Stokesley, who 
did the whole of the duty in the morning, and likewise preached in 
the afternoon. After service, a collection was made each time, in aid 
of the fund, which amounted to <£73. Is. 8d. — Und, 

August. — Workmen were at this time employed in building a 
bridge at the Link-house, near Blyth, the expense of which to be de- 
frayed by private subscriptions. — Ibid. 
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1828 (Aug. 9). — An anonymous letter of which the following is a 
copy, was received by sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., M. P., who 
gave the money to the dispensary of Newcastle. 

" Newcastle, Aug. 9, 1828. 

"Sir, — I swindled your late father out of £^, 3s. about thirty 
years since. I am extremely sorry for what I did ; I have enclosed 
the amount. May the Lord bless you, dear Sir, and all your family, 
is the prayer of your obedient servant."" — Local Papers, 

August 14. — About five o'*clock on the morning an alarming fire 
was discovered in the premises of Mr. Musgrave, mustard manufac- 
turer in Stockton, which burnt for a considerable time with great 
fury. The roofs of the building soon fell in, but from the great exer- 
tions made, and a good supply of water, it was fortunately got under 
about eight o'clock. — Ibid. 

August 22. — As Balph Pyle and James Oram were descending the 
pit at Benwell, the rope unfortunately broke, by which they were 
precipitated to the bottom, and killed on the spot. — Ibid. 

August 23. — In conformity to a new act for regulating the town of 
North Shields, watchmen were appointed, and put on duty for the first 
time, on the night of the above day, Saturday. — Ibid. 

Septem. 1. — ^An explosion took place in the new pit at Houghton- 
le-spring, belonging to lord Durham, when three men and four boys 
were burnt to death. The accident was attributed to the sufferers 
themselves having incautiously left open a door in the mine on the 
Saturday. The foul air had by this means accumulated in Uie 
workings, and on the return of the pitmen on the morning with their 
lights, it immediately exploded and occasioned the fatal result.-^ 
Ibid. 

September 1. — ^Peter Macmillan undertook to walk 110 miles in 24 
successive hours, on a half-mile piece of ground near the race course, 
Newcastle. He commenced his arduous undertaking at five o''clock in 
the afternoon, and completed in within the limited time. On the 
15th Mary Macmillan, his mother, aged 64 years, undertook to walk 
92 miles in 24 successive hours, on the race course, which she also 
completed. Numbers attended to witness these pedestrian feats. — 
Ibid. 

September 7. — The new chapel built at Brandling place, near 
Newcastle, was opened for the use of the Wesleyan Methodists, on 
which occasion sermons were preached by the rev. Francis A. West, 
and the rev. William Naylor, to crowded audiences. — Ibid. 

September 9. — When the sloop Hunter of Arbroath was loaded 
with coal, and waiting the tide in the Tyne, two of the men went 
down into the forecastle with a lighted candle, previous to sailing ; 
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when on a sudden an explouon took place, in consequence of foul air 
brought on board with the coals, by which the two men were severely 
Bcorched. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Sep. 9). — A part of the east wing of the ancient cathedral of 
Hexham, now used as the parish church, fell with a tremendous crash, 
and broke through the roof of the building adjoining, called the old 
school, in which were deposited the town lamps, all of which were 
demolished. — Genfs. Ma^. 



Old Toveb, Mabeet-Fi^ce. Hexhak (ISW). 

September 9. — The new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton, in the 
parish of Eyton, Durham, was opened. The lord bishop of Durham 
arrived at Axwell park, the preceding day, where he remained dur- 
ing the night, and, at eleven o'clock the next morning his IcH^lship 
arrived at the school-house, Winlaton, and was joined there by sir 
Thomas Glavering bart., C. J. Clavering, esq., and the principal 
inhabitants of the parish, all of whom carried white wands. The 
company went in procession, preceded by the Winlaton band of music, 
to the church (though the morning had been very wet and stormy), 
which was filled with a very respectable congregation. On the bishop 
arriving at the church, he was met at the west door by the rev. 
Charles Thorp, rector of Byton ; the rev. John Dodd, vicar of New- 
castle ; the rev. John CoUinson, rector of Gateshead ; the rev. Mr. 
Collinson, of Lamesley, and several other clergyn-en. The usoal 
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petiti(m was presented to the bishop praymg that he would coosecrate 
the church, and, after being read by the ref^strar, the procesaion 
moved to the vestry, where the bishop enrobed himself. The " Morn- 
ing hymn'" waa sung by a choir, accompanied by the bond; after 
which the ceremony commenced with the procession moving up the 
middle aisle from the west door to the communion table, the bishop 
and the clergy repeating alternately venses from the 24th PBalm. 
His lordship and his two chaplains then stepped within the i^ls of 
the altar ; when the usual prayers were read. The procession then 
proceeded to the church-yard, where the act of consecrating the 
burial-ground was read by the rev. Mr. Baker, the chancellor, and 
signed by his lordship, who offered up a suitable prayer, and again 
returned to the altar ; the chancellor then read the sentence for the 
consecration of the church, and it being signed by his lordship, was 
laid upon the communion table. The service of the day was then 
delivered by the reverends Heniy Wardell and John Reed (the latter 
being appointed curate), and an excellent and pathetic sermon was 
prea«hed by his lordship, from Psalm 26th, verse 8th — " I<ord I have 
loved the habitation and the place where thy honour dwelleth.'" The 
choir then sung with great eSect " Lord dismiss as,'' Sec. His lord- 
ship then read a suitable prayer, and concluded with the apostolic 
blessing. After the ceremony, his lordship, the clergy, &c., partook 
of a cold collation at the house of Mr. Belt, after which his lordship, 
the clergy, &c., drove off to the rectory-house at Byton, and honoured 
the rev, Mr. Thorp, with his presence to dinner. Mr. Belt presented 
to the church a peal of five bells, which were rung at intervals during 
the day. The tenor bell which weighs 10 cwt. bears the following 
inscription on the front : — *' This peal of five beUs was presented to 
the church of St. Paul, by Eobert Belt, esq,, Winlaton, Anno Dom. 
1828." and on the reverse — " Oharies Thorp, B. D., rector of Byton ; 
Heniy Wardell, M. A., John Heed, B. A., cnrates; Robert Watson, 
Newcastle Tyne, founder." — Local Fapers. 

1828 (Sep. 9).— This being the day on 
which sir M. W. Ridley, hart., attained 
his 21st year, all the bells in the churches 
of Newcastle, rung several merry peala on 
the oeoasion. The day was celebrated 
with much festivity and rejoicing at Bk^ 
don, and other places in the vicinity of 
the honourable baronet's domain. At 
' Blyth all business was suspended, and the 
gentlemen of the place and its noigh- 
bomrhood, with the masters of the ships 
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in the harbour dined together in celebration of the event. All the 
workmen at Oowpen colliery and Blyth, employed under sir Matthew 
White Bidley, bart., were liberally regaled, and the sailors belonging 
to the ships in the harbour were not forgotten. Such a festive day 
had not taken place at Blyth since April 18th, 1799, when the wor- 
thy baronefs father attained his 21 st year. — Locai Papers. 

1828 (Sep. 15). — Died, at Hedley, near Beamish, in the county of 
Durham, Mr. Matthew Pratt, formerly a farmer at Urpeth, who 
had completed his 100th year on the 9th of the preceding June. — 
Ihid. 

September 16. — At night, a most distressing accident occurred at 
Bishopwearmouth. Mr. William Hunter, land-agent to William 
Bussell, esq., M. P. of Brancepath castle, was attending on business, 
at the Bridge inn, and retired to rest in good health ; but, dreadful 
to relate, in the middle of the night he arose in his sleep, opened the 
chamber window, and walked out, when he was precipitated to the 
ground, a height of three stories, which caused almost instantaneous 
death. — Ibid. 

September. — A part of the Town Hall at Hartlepool having been 
fitted up as a theatre. One evening about the middle of this month, 
the performances were under the patronage of the marquis of Cleve- 
land and family, who were present. During the performance a part 
of the timber of the gallery gave way, to the great alarm of the au- 
dience, who rushed into the street en masse. Several persons were 
much bruised, and the whole audience terribly frightened, but no 
lives were lost. — Ibid. 

September 18. — In the evening, as a gentleman was driving his 
carriage down the hill near Walbottle, on his way from Newcastle 
to Hexham, the vehicle ran amain, and was precipitated over the 
bridge at the foot of the bank. The height from the bridge to the 
dean below is nearly thirty feet, and, wonderfid as it may seem, the 
horse was only slightly hurt, and the driver merely stunned. The 
carriage, which was considerably damaged, was new, and had just 
come from London, by the steam-packet, to Newcastle. — Ibid. 

September 27. — Saturday, on old man, on his way to Newcastle, 
was attacked by a furious cow, grazing on the Haughs near the 
Herd^s House, on the Elswick estate, and gored in a serious man- 
ner. A boat, in which were several persons, was passing up the 
river at the time, but before it could reach the shore, a person 
with an umbrella, attracted the attention of the furious animal, 
and thus saved the life of the old man. He was conveyed to a 
neighbouring house in a state of complete exhaustion. — lUd. 

September 29. — A luminous arch appeared stretched across the 
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heavens in a direction nearly N. E. and S. W. It was first seen 
about seven in the evening issuing from dark clouds near the horizon, 
quite across the zenith, where it intersected the Milky Way to the 
opposite horizon. Its width continued uniform for some time, being 
about S"". The greater part of the sky was clear, and thickly studded 
with stars, which were quite visible through the arch. It remained 
perfectly steady for some time, and then assumed the fleeting shadowy 
nature of the Aurora Borealis. The light in the northern horizon, 
which had hitherto not been remarkable, suddenly brightened into a 
most vivid and sublime exhibition of the Aurora — ^the brilUant stream- 
ers of which extended nearly to the zenith, and frequently covered, 
without obscuring, the stars of the constellation of the Great Bear. 
The arch, which had disappeared, again became visible, extending in 
a direction parallel to its former one, but much further south, of 
considerably less altitude, and very obscure, resembling a reflection, 
or rainbow of the Aurora. The preceding day was windy with 
several heavy showers. The evening, during the above appearances, 
was fair, and several flying stars shot across the heavens during their 
continuance ; the air rather frosty, and a strong wind blew from 
the W. or N. W. The atmosphere had been close and warm for 
some days before, and the barometer had a sudden and consider- 
able depression a short time previous to these appearances. — Local 
Papers. 

1828 (Sep. 29). — A new post coach commenced running between 
Penrith and Hexham, being the first public conveyance that had 
traversed the extensive mining district of Alston moor, and the 
beautiful and romantic scenery adjoining the mountainous ridge in 
which it is situated, thus affording great facilities for visiting the 
lead mines, and opening out an entirely new Une of communication 
across the kingdom, no less advantageous to commercial travellers than 
interesting to men of science, to whom a large field of observation, 
especially in mineralogy and geology, is rendered easily accessible, 
while in this ride, the tourist in search of the ^^ picturesque'" will be 
gratified with an extent and variety of scenery unequalled in the 
north of England, and little, if at all inferior to the far-famed and 
often-sung romantic beauties of the Scottish border. The road tra- 
verses, for several miles, the elevated and dreary moors, among which 
the rivers Tyne, Tees, and Wear have their source, and in which are 
situated the valuable mining districts, for which this part of the coun- 
try is celebrated. After leaving Alston, a town containing nearly 
two thousand inhabitants, and said to be the highest market town in 
England, the road ascends by a raised mound to Lowbyer inn, and 
thence continues along a fine terrace, commanding a beautiful view 
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of the vale of South Tyne, with the moantain of CroBsfell, on the 
southern, and tho bold elevations of the Penine chain on the western 
horizon. On the oppodte banks may be seen the extensive remains 
of the Eoman Station at Whitley. On gaining the summit of Whit- 
field-fell, a fine view over the county of Northumberland is afibrded, 
terminated by the hills of Cheviot, Hedgehope, and Simonaide, and 
by the Grerman ocean. An interesting prospect is then had of the 
vales of West Allen and Whitfield : the road passes through Uie latter 
by a viata of highly-romantio scenery, in a well-wooded and narrow 
vale, beautifully mtuated, in which is the mansion-house of William 
Ord, esq., M. P. ; its vicinity richly adorned \vith luxuriant foliage. 
The extremity of the vale is formed by a nearly perpendicular scar of 
great height, rising immediately from the eastern banks of the united 
streams of East and West Allen, over which is a handsome stone 
bridge of three arches. The formidable ascent of Cupola Bank is 
effeoted by a road gradually rising up the face of the steep, and 
turning by very acute angles ; in about half a mile, it gains the sum- 
mit, and passes near the verge of this tremendous precipice, from 
whence the vale of Whitfield agun appears to great advantage, but is 
far surpassed when, continuing a little further eastward, the romantic 
and precipitous banks of the Allen, nearly covered with wood, are 
gradually unfolded to the view — receding in beautiful prespective, 
while the rocky bed of the river, at an immense and nearly perpen- 
dicular depth below, and the ruins of Staward le peel above, form 
a scene wbioh never fails to excite the liveliest admiration. The 
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road then continnea past the extensive smettr-mills belonging to 
Greenwich Hospital, and thence through a naiTow and woody glen, 
in which the majeetic rains of Langley castle, suddenly burst on the 
view, to Hayden Bridge, where it joins the road from Carlisle to 
Hexham. — Local Paper*. 

1828 (Oct. 3).— Died, at his remdence in 
Portsmouth dockyard, after a long and pain- 
ftil illness, aged nearly 61, the honourable sir 
Geoi^ Grey, bart., K.C.B., captain in the 
Boyal Navy, resident comnusaoner of Ports- 
mouth dock-yard, marshall of the Vice-Ad- 
miralty court at Barbadoes ; an alderman of 
Portsmouth, vice-president of the Naval and 
Military Bible Society, &o., and younger 
brother of earl Grey. He was bora October 
_ 10, 1767, the fourth but third surviving son 

of Gen. Charles the first earl Grey, by Elizabeth, daughter of Goo. 
Grey, esq., of Southwick in the county of Dorfaam. Sir George wa« 
a lieutenant of the Resolution in Bodn^'s action in 1 782 ; in 1 793 
he obtained post rank in the Boyne, bearing the flag of ur John 
Jervis, with whom he served during the West India campaJgn, and 
commanded that ship when she was aecidentally burnt at Spithead. 
At the siege of Guadaloupe, he commanded a detachment of 500 sea^ 
men and marines, landed to co-operate witlt the army. Sir George 
subsequently commanded tlie Glory, 98 guns, forming part of the 
Channel fleet ; and in Uie following year, the Victory, bearing sir 
John Jervis^s flog, with whom he continued during the whole period 
that ofScer held the command on the Mediterranean station. He 
consequently assisted at the defeat of the Spanish fleet, off Cape St. 
Vincent, in 1797. On earl St. Vincent hoisting his flag, in 1800, <ni 
board the Ville do Paris, as commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet, 
shr George took the command of that ship. In 1801 he was appoint- 
ed to one of the yachts in attendance on the royal family at Wey- 
mouth, and continued in that service till 1804, when he succeeded sir 
Isaac Coffin as commissioner of She^niess dock yard, &om whence he 
removed to Portsmouth. In 1814, George IV. (then on a visit to 
tlie fleet at Spithead, in company with the allied sovereigns,) pre- 
sented him with the patwit of a baronetcy, and in 18S0, with the 
order of K. C. B. Sir George Grey married, in July 1796, Maiy, 
daughter of Sam. Whitbread, esq., by lady Mary Gorawallis, and 
sister to the late Sam. Whitbread, esq., M.P. for Bedford, who had 
m 1788 married sir Geoi^'s eldest sister lady Elizabeth Grey. By 
this lady, who survived him, sir George had issue six daughters and 
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three sons. He is succeeded in his title by his eldest son, now sir 
George Grey, bart. — GewCs, Mag. 

1828 (Oct. 5). — Sunday, at night, a rick of hay belonging to P. 
Corker of Bamardcastle, was maliciously set on fire, and threatened 
destruction to two other ricks adjoining, belonging to baron Hullock. 
The fire was got under by great exertions, and some part of the stock 
was saved. Baron Hullock generously gave the sufiFerer ten pounds. 
— Local Papers, 

October 6. — ^As Mr. Gray, of Southwick, near Sunderland, was 
crossing the Wear, at the Ford, near Ohester-le-street, in a gig, (the 
Wear at the time rising from the rain that had fallen on the preced- 
ing Sunday night), he succeeded in getting on shore, but the horse 
and gig were carried away, and found that evening m the river, near 
the race-ground at Lambton, about a mile from the ford. — Ibid, 

October 9. — His grace the duke of Northumberland reviewed on 
Newcastle town moor, the Northumberland and Newcastle Yeomanry 
Cavalry, mounted and dismounted, who were then on duty in that 
town, imder the command of lieut. col. Bell, M. P. His grace was 
dressed in a general^s uniform, and the regiment performed before 
him, in excellent stile, all the manoeuvres of a grand field day, and 
were rewarded with his grace'^s approbation. The day was fine, and 
there was an immense assemblage of spectators upon the ground. — 
Ibid. 

October 11. — A new two-horse coach, called the "Adventure,''' 
commenced running between Newcastle and Bedlington. — Ibid. 

October 16. — A most splendid entertainment was given by the 
hon. H. T. Liddell, M. P., and Mrs. Liddell, at their seat at Esling- 
ton house, Northumberland, to celebrate the baptism of their young- 
est daughter. At half-past five o'clock, p.m., the ceremony was 
performed by the rev. H. G. Liddell, in the presence of a select party 
of relatives and friends. Her grace the duchess of Northumberland, 
Miss Seymour, and the hon. Mrs. Dawson, were the sponsors. A 
beautiful china font was presented for the occasion by her grace, and 
the infant was named Florentia, from her grace's second name. 
After the ceremony, the distinguished party sat down to a sumptuous 
dinner at 6 o'clock. At half-past nine o'clock, the ball company 
began to arrive, and the elegant ball-room was thrown open to the 
admiring assemblage. The ball was opened by the hon. Mr. LiddeU, 
and her grace the duchess of Northumberland, and the dancing was 
kept up with great spirit till one o'clock, when the company retired 
to a splendid and elegant supper. The health of the lord lieutenant 
of the county, and of her grace, was proposed in a* neat and appro- 
priate manner, by the hon. Mr. Liddell, and was drunk with long and 
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loud applause, after which the healths of the hoaouFable host and hoet- 
ess were proposed in a most gratifying manner by his grace, and loud 
cheers accompanied this toast. The healths of the distinguished spon- 
sors were then proposed by Mr. Liddell, and received with great ap- 
plause. The healths of lord and lady Kavensworth and family, were 
giyen and drunk with great enthusiam. The company then returned to 
the ball room, and a varied Buccesaton of waltzes, quadrilles, and other 
dances, were continued until the dawn of the morning warned the 
happy party of the necessity of quitting the scene of festivity. The 
ball-room wa^ most tastefully decorated with wreaths of flowers and 
evergreens, beautifully arranged in various devices ; and the name 
bestowed by her grace the duchess of Northumberland, upon the 
young christian, was distinctly seen at the head of the room in large 
gold tetters, intermixed with moss and flowers ; and on the side of 
the room were seen the initials of the duke and duchess, with their 
respective coronets, most skillfully executed by Mr. Athey, of Aln- 
wick. There were about 160 persons present upon this occasion, com- 
prising several of the most distinguished families in the county. — Local 
Papers. 

1828 (Oct.) — This month, aa Joseph Forster, of Lumley, was pro- 
ceeding along the Wear side, near Finchale abbey, on his road to 
Nediam, a stone, about a ton weight, was put over the hank by 
some men working above the road : it fell upon him, and killed him 
upon the spot, — Ibid. 
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LEASE of the coal under a certain part of the 
Town Moor, Newcastle, having some years 
previously been granted by the corporation of 
that town, to the rev. Ralph Henry Brandling 
(who possessed the adjoining land) and Mr. 
Jobling the sub-lessee having broken the ground 
at a stone quarry on the west side of the bar- 
racks, where he opened a pit, constructed a 
railway, and erected a staith or place of de- 
posit. About the middle of October, 1828, the stewards of the incor- 
porated companies, who had long been aware of these proceedings, and 
contended that they were without right, bestirred themselves, and on 
the 27th of the same month appointed a deputation to inspect the 
lease. On the 31st a meeting of the stewards was held, when the 
deputation reported, that the Town clerk had informed them, that, 
by a lease granted to Mr. Brandling, in 1825, of the Town moor coal, 
no power was given to break the surface of a«y part thereof ; but that 
an additional lease had been agreed on by the common council, giving 
Mr. Brandling power to break the surface, at or near the quarry, to 
work and bring to bank coals there, got from the moor, and also got 
from any adjoining lands or collieries, such additional grant being 
made without any compensation. The company met, and on the 7th 
of November the stewards assembled, and found that twenty two of the 
companies opposed and two favoured the working of the coaJ. The 
companies determined to support legal proceedings and recommended 
that the opinion of Mr. Edward H. Alderson, a celebrated counsel 
be obtained. On the 28th November the stewards met and read 
Mr. Alderson^s opinion, who contended that the right of the corpor- 
ation to grant the lease must fail unless they could prove that such 
acts had before been done and submitted to. That the fact of the 
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coals being hitherto worked by outatrokes, was in favour of the free- 
men. That the right to work atone does not imply the right to work 
coals, and that it wa§ possible to restore the land to grass after the 
working of the former, but not after the latter, thereby shewing that 
the case in question was prejudicial to the rights of the freemen. 
That, (in conclusion) if any of the act« done by Mr. Brandling were 
prejudicial to the herbage, or if there was a deficiency after these acts 
wore done, any one of the burgesses, entitled to a right of common by 
act of 14th Geo. III. might try the question in an action on the case. 
On the 29th November, the secretary gave notice to Mr. Brandling 
that if all the erections &o. at the coal mine were not immediately 
removed that the same would be prostrated by the stewards. This 
order having been disregarded the report of the opinion of the com- 
panies was received at a meeting of the stewards on the 4th of 
December, when twenty-one of the companies determined to level and 
fill up the quarry, remove aJI erections, and to support legal proceed- 
ings if necessary. Two companies dissented and, one sent no opinion. 
It was then resolved that the stewards should meet on the next day 
to carry these resolutions into eflect. At ten o'clock on the morning 
of Friday the fith of December the stewards met at the colliery, a 
duplicate of the notice to Mr. Brandling having been read and the 
same appearing not to have been complied with, the stewards dis- 
placed the railways, laid off the workings, removed the door at the 
mouth of the shaft, demolished the staitb, and razed every other 
erection. They then gave notice to the under viewer and to other 
persons present that one week would be allowed for the removal of 
the materials, and after that period, the pit would be filled up and the 
surface restored to its original level. On the same day a handbill 
was issued intimating that the pit and other excavations were open as 
a deposit for rubbish. Na action followed these proceedings. — Minutea 
of the Body of Stewardi, Sfc. 

1828 (Oct. 21).— Died, in Grafton-street, 
London, Richard Wharton, esq. F. R. S. of 
Old Park, in the county of Durham. He 
was the third son of Thomas Wharton, of 
Old Park, M. D.; was a barrister-at-law ; 
and was elected M. P. for the city of Dui^ 
ham, 1802-6, 1807-12. He was some time 
chairman of the Conunittee of Ways and 
Means; and afterwards joint secretary of 
the Treasury. He was the author of " Ob- 
servations on the Authenticity of Bmce*s 
Travels in Abyssinia," 1800, 4to. ; " Fables from the Italian Poets," 
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1805, two vols. 8vtf. ; " Remarks on the Jacobinical tendency of the 
Edinburgh Review,^ 1809, 8vo. ; " Eoncesvalles,'' a Poem, dedicated 
to the princes Elizabeth, 1812, 4to. He married, June 7, 1792, 
Henrietta, daughter of — Farrer, of Lincoln^s Inn, esq. — Gmts. Mag. 

1828 (Oct. 23), — Soon after six o'*clock in the morning, a respectable 
young woman went from Byhope into a field near the sea shore, and 
on her opening the field gate to return, she was prevented by a man 
dressed in a blue jacket and trowsers, in consequence of which she 
fled to IJie sea shore, and ran along it towards Byhope Dean ; but 
before she had reached the latter place, she was overtaken by the 
man, who ultimately threw her into the sea and left her. The girl 
managed to escape from drowning, and reached her hotpe about eight 
o^dock, but in such a nervous state, that she was imable or unwilling 
to relate the particulars of the affair. She subsequently manifested 
symptoms of a disordered mind, and attempted self-destruction, — 
Local Papers, 

October 24. — His royal highness the duke of Sussex, passed 
through Newcastle, on a visit to earl Grey, at Howick, and returned 
to the south on the 27th. His royal highness had for some time pre- 
vious been at Baby castle, the hospitable mansion of the marquis of 
Glevelajid ; where lord Durham, Mr. Brougham, and a distinguished 
party had been invited to meet his royal highness. October 14th, 
his royal highness made a short tour through the country ; passing 
over Winston bridge, he proceeded by Thorpe to Greta bridge, where 
he partook of refreshment at Martin'^s new inn ; from thence crossing 
the Abbey bridge, they returned to Baby castle through Bamardcastle. 
His royal highness was highly gratified with his excursion through 
that beautiful neighbourhood. He was invited to Brancepath castle, 
the seat of William Bussel, esq., M. P., but this he declined on 
account of the death of his sister the queen of Wirtemberg.^— iSw?. 

October 24. — A meeting of the inhabitants of Durham, and its 
neighbourhood was held at the Town-hall in that city, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration a plan for the improvement of the great 
North Bead, between Framwellgate Toll Bar, and the north end of 
Framwellgate bridge. The meeting, which was most respectable, was 
addressed by Dr. Fenwick, who stated that a plan was in contempla- 
tion to change the line of the great North road, so as to avoid the city 
of Durham altogether. It was intended that the road should turn off 
a short distance from the city, and go across the country by Durham 
Moor Houses and Neville^s cross, to Farewell hall, a measure which, 
if carried into effect, would greatly deteriorate the value of property, 
and do incalculable injury to the city of Durham ; and, therefore, it 
was the duty of the inhabitants to look to their own interests, and by 
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makiog auoh improvemeots ia the present I'oad aa were practicable, 
hold out an inducement for the continuance of the road throuj^ the 
city. F. D. Johnson, esq. of Aykley Heads, who addressed the meet- 
ing, stated that he had met with no opposition from the proprie- 
ton of the property through which the intended road would paae ; 
but that, on the contrary, Thomas Wilkinson, esq. and W. L. "Whar- 
ton, esq. had liberally given a portion of their fields through which 
the road would go. Besolutiona were passed deprecating the intend- 
ed road by Dniham Moor Houses ; and approving of the plan snb- 
mitted to the meeting, for removing the houses at the north end of 
FnunweQgate bridge, and oanying a road aeross, to re-join the North 
road again a short distance from the Toll Bar. W. L. Wharton, 
esq. and F, D. Johnson, esq., were appointed to present a memorial 
to the Tnistees of the Durham and Tyne bridge road on the following 
Tuesday. The plan recommended by the meeting was finally adopted 
by the trustees and constables one of the greatest improvements ever 
effected in the district. — Local Papat. 



1828 (Oct, 27). — The post office, in Newcastle, was removed from 
Mosley street to St. Nicholas' church-yard, a situation generally oom- 
pl^ned of, but on the Slst of August 1832, it was removed to the 
royal Arcade in Pilgrim street, a more dearabte, though still ineli- 
gible and inconvenient situation, conBidering the greatly altered and 
improved state of the town. — Ibid. 

October 29. — A singular phenomena was exhibited at the Gow-hill 
fair, Newcastle, viz., a blood mare called Pincushion, with seven legs, 
three of which did not appear till she was three years of age, and 
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after she bad won two raoee. An dghth leg was fonning at the above 
period. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Oct. 30).— The ancient chapel of St. Thomaa & Becket, Tyne- 
bridge-end, Newcastle, was opened for a week-day lecture. A very 
interesting and imprasBive'BerniOD was preached on the oooauon, by 
the rev. J. Taylor, lecturer of St. John's in tliat town, to a very re- 
spectable eongr^ation,-~Ilnd. 



At the general ijnarter sessions of the peace for Newcastle upon 
Tyno, held this month, six pilots, some of them respectable men in their 
line of life, and all of South Shields, plesided guilty to an indictment for 
a riot and assault upon the river Tyne. The case was this — On the 
Slat July preceding, Mr. John Benwick, the master and owner of the 
Elizabeth steam-boat, was about to tow a vessel out of Shields faar^ 
bour to sea, and the pilots having for some time felt that this mode of 
getting vessels out to sea interfered with their occupation, oame to 
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the unlawful determination of putting a stop to it by force, and ac- 
cordingly they assembled in their boats upon the river, to the number 
of fifty or sixty men, and having previously provided themselves with 
stones, they followed the steam-boat as she was towing the ship down 
the river,^ and pelted the people on board with stones, to the imminent 
danger of their lives ; and one man at the helm, named James Black, 
was knocked down, and laid as if dead for some time. Mr. John 
Benwick, being a cool determined man, would not be beaten from his 
purpose, and he persevered in getting the ship out to sea. The de- 
fendants having expressed great contrition, the recorder, after giving 
them a very suitable admonition, sentenced them to pay a fine of one 
shilling each, and costs; to enter into their own recognizances in 
^40. each for keeping the peace for six months, and to pay the 
damage done to the boat. — Loeal Papers. 

1828 (Oct). — ^A cast of the Milo of Lough was received by the 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, and is now in their 
library. This noble piece of art is a present from the sculptor himself, 
who can hardly receive adequate thanks for such a valuable mark 
of his liberality^ The statue is a standing figure, which, with the 
pedestal, reaches to about the height of 14 feet. Milo attempt- 
ed in his old age to tear up a tree by the roots, and to break it 
to pieces ; but his hands or arms becoming entangled in a cleft which 
he could not open, he was torn to pieces by wild beasts. In this piece 
of sculpture, one arm of Milo is in the cleft, a wolf is at the throat 
of the figure, and the other hand is reaching behind with a sort of 
mistaken instinct of intolerable agony, as if to seize the wolf in that di- 
rection, or as if the hand was almost unconsciously directed to the part 
where the devouring animal inflicted greatest pain. The breast and 
back of the figure form one of the finest muscular displays of modem 
statuary. The countenance is minutely expressive of what may be 
conceived to be the feelings of such a moment, but it hardly bears the 
appearance of sufficient age. The backdrawn hand and arm resemble 
the congelation, or the enstonmg, if one may use the word in reference 
to the original statue, of life itself. It may not be uninteresting to 
mention, that Mr. Lough is the son of a small farmer in Northum- 
berland, from whence he was taken, at a very early age, to Low Mug- 
gleswick, near Stanhope, in Durham, where he distinguished himself, 
among his playmates by his skill in forming small clay models of the 
figures of men and animals. These attracted the attention of the 
clergyman of the village, by whom he was encouraged to proceed. 
Lough was apprenticed to a stone mason, and first evinced his skill 
and taste in the execution of a monument in Allendale church. He 
afberwards removed to Newcastle, where he worked at his trade for 
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some time, imnoticed and miknown ; but all his spare homrs w^*e de- 
voted to the art of modelling in clay. At length he conceived the 
bold idea of executing the above colossal work, which he accomplished 
at his humble lodgings in London, under circumstances of extreme 
difficulty ; but when his task was completed, artists, noblemen, and 
amateurs hastened to gaze upon and admire the extraordinary work 
of this untaught genius, and numerous orders were pressed upon him. 
Several other original and boldly conceived works have, since that 
time, proceeded from his studio. — New Mon. Mag,. Sfc, 

1828 (Oct). — In making an excavation for a new harbour at Sea- 
ham in the county of Durham, a human skeleton was found about three 
feet below the surface of the earth, with the head doubled forward 
upon the breast. It was supposed to be the body of some person 
who had been murdered at a remote period ; most of the small bones 
were decomposed. — Local Papers. 

There was at this period residing at the village of Wallsend, 
Northumberland, an ancient matron, who had attained the patri- 
archal age of 104 years; was in the possession of all her faculties; 
in the enjoyment of good health, and had for upwards of half a cen- 
tury received parocUal relief from the township of Westgate, New- 
castle. — Ibid. 

November 8. — Died, at his house in Qtiteshead, in the 76th year 
of his age, Thomas Bewick, the celebrated engraver on wood. He 
was bom in the year 1753 at Oherrybum, near Ovingham, in North- 
umberland. Manifesting an early proficiency in drawing, he, at the 
age of fourteen years, was bound apprentice to Ralph Beilby, an en- 
graver in Newcastle, who was a man of considerable talent. Bewick 
was first brought before the public by his wood cut of " The Old 
Hound,*" which gained the premium of seven guineas from the Society 
of Arts in the year 1775. This no doubt encouraged his genius, and 
laid the foundation of his success in after life. He cut in wood the 
mathematical diagrams for Hutton^s Mensuration, in quarto, pub- 
lished in Newcastle in the year 1770. Soon after the expiration 
of his servitude, he was taken into partnership by his master, under 
the firm of Beilby and Bewick, and in the year 1790 appeared his 
"History of Quadrupeds." In the year 17.^5, he, with his brother 
John, were engaged by William Bulmer, printer of London, (a native 
of Newcastle) to embellish an edition of Goldsmith's Traveller and 
Deserted Village, and PamelPs Hermit. The success that attended 
this volume, induced Mr. Bulmer to engage in the publication of 
Somerville''s Chase as a companion. This was produced the year 
following. After John Bewick had finished on wood the whole of 
the designs, except one, which embellish this work, he left London 
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for Ovicgham, where he died on the 6th of December 1796, aged 
35 years, and lies buried at Ovingham church. After the death of 
his brother, Bewick bestowed every possible attention in engraving 
these blocks. In the year 1797 he published the first volume of 
British Birds; in 1804 the second volume; and in 1818 appeared the 
Ust of his published works, " The Fables of .^sop and others." At 
the time of his death he had cut in wood several illustrations for a 
History of Fishes. Many of his tail pieces have particular allu' 
sions : — once a fellow cheated him of a cart of coals, and to punish 
and expose the fellow, Bewick sketched his likeness, and made the 
devil drive him (piotorially) to the gallows in his own cart ; this oat 
is in vol. i, page 114, of his British Birds — and the tail piece on the 
last page of his Fables represent his own funeral, with a view of 
Ovingham church; below the out appears the significant word 
" Finis/' He was buried at Ovingham church on the 13th of Nov- 
ember, and was attended to the grave by many of his old and valued 
friends. Mr. Bewick possessed a rare union of talent, being a na^ 
uraliBt, a draughtsman, and an engraver. To enumerate the whole 
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of the works embelliehed by Mesers. Thomas and John Bewick would 
far exceed our limits, but we enumerate a portion done by the 
former. On copper — Illustrations to Gonsett'a Tour in Lapland, 
the Whitley large Ox, and another prize Ox. His lai^ wood cut« 
are, — "The Wild Bull of the ancient Caledonian breed, now in the 
park at Chillingham caatle, Northumberland, 1789." This is his 
hu^est wood cut. A Zebra, an Elephant, a Tiger, and a Lion; 
these were designed and cut on wood for Mr. Pidcock, while he was 
in Newcastle with his celebrated collection of wild beaat« in 1799. 
He also designed and cut on wood, a lion for Mr. Ghamley of New- 
eastle. This gentleman has gratified ooUectore, by gathering a num- 
ber of Bewick's blocks which had strayed from Newcastle, which he 
published in 1820, in a very neatly printed volume, under the title of 
*' Select Fables." This contains an original portrait, cat on wood by 
Charlton Nesbit, also reduced copies of all the portnuts of Bewick 
which had then been engraved. They are four in number. There is 
also a very fine marble bust of Bewiek, by Bailey, in the Literary and 
Philosophical Society of Newcastle ; it was placed there by a sub- 
scription of his friends and admirers. The accompanying portrait is 
a very eariy specimen of Mr. John Jackson's engraving, we believe 
between the years 1818 and 1820. — Local Itec., Src. 

1828 (Nov. 9). — A fire occurred in AH Saints' church, Newcastle. 
When the congregation assembled at 3 o'clock, for divine service, 
there was a great deal of smoke in the church, which increased so 
much during the sermon, that many of the congregation were obliged 
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to retire, and therefore the minister (the rev. W. A. Shute), who was 
preaching, thought it best to conclude abruptly. The church being 
warmed by a stove, it was found that the upright flue or chinmey 
had been filled with soot, and this having ignited, had heated the 
iron flue red hot, and as this passed near one of the main timbers of 
the roof, and was seperated from it only by lime, the beam had caught 
fire, and the flames had communicated to some of the rafters which 
it supported. Fire engines being immediately sent for, the devour- 
ing element was apparently overcome about a quarter past six 
©''clock; it however partially broke out again about half-past ten, 
but as one engine and the firemen were still on the spot, it was 
immediately discovered and finally extinguished about eleven o^clock 
at night. It was supposed that in half an hour more, the conflagra- 
tion would have become general and reduced this elegant structure 
to a mass of ruins. So great was the anxiety for the preservation 
of the church, that the corpse of Mr. Lax, which was in waiting at 
four o'^clock, could not be interred until between six and seven 
o^clock. The damage amounted to about <£'260. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Nov. 10). — Two most shocking murders were committed at 
Oo^ey house, near Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, by a man 
named Joseph Hutchinson, on the bodies of his father and brother, 
named John and Israel Hutchinson, who were joint occupiers of the 
farm. The family consisting of the father, two sons, a daughter, and 
her husband, were all sitting at dinner between twelve and one 
o'^clock, and before the others had finished their meals, Joseph Hut- 
chinson rose and left the table (his usual practice) without any pro- 
vocation, and retired into a back kitchen, from which, however, he 
soon returned with a large poker, and with it inflicted a tremendous 
blow on the head of his brother, which brought him to the ground 
nearly lifeless. He then aimed a blow at his brother-in-law (Lamb), 
which grazed his forehead, but he was fortunately able to efiect his 
escape with his wife and children, without further injury. After 
this, Joseph attacked his father in a furious manner with the same 
weapon, and continued to do so until life was nearly extinct, when 
he left the house for a hammer, with which he returned, with the 
servant girl, (who had been in the yard during the murders) whom 
he desired to go into the house and get her dinner, apparently re- 
gardless of the horrid slaughter he had committed. On re-entering 
the kitchen, the murderer again commenced beating the heads of his 
victims with the hammer ; he then saddled a fine spirited horse and 
rode to Durham, as deliberately at if nothing had happened. He 
went to Mr. ForsythX the Newcastle arms, in New Elvet, the house 
which the family usually went to in Durham, between one and two 
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o'^dock in the afternoon, but left soon after on his return home. By 
this time a constable of Sedgeiield, named Grossling, having been 
dispatched in pursuit of him, succeeded (with the assistance of two 
gentlemen in a gig, whom he accidentally met), in securing the mur- 
derer near Coxhoe. He was committed to Durham gaol on the 
coroner's verdict of wilful murder. Two indictments were preferred 
at the Durham spring assizes, 23rd February, 1829, against Joseph 
Hutchinson, for the murder of his father and brother, John and 
Israel Hutchinson, at Sedgefield, but the grand jury returned them 
with the following words written at the bottom : — " We find that 
Joseph Hutchinson did cause the death of John and Israel Hutchin- 
son, by the means named in the indictment ; but we do not find that 
bill for murder, as it appears to us that the prisoner was insane at 
the time of committing the act.*" The prisoner was brought up and 
arraigned on the coroner's warrant for the above named murders, 
and when asked whether he was guilty or not guilty, he replied " I 
did it, but were they Christians or not f '' He seemed perfectly col- 
lected, and manifested the greatest indifference to what was passing. 
Mr. Justice Bailey at first thought that it would be best for the 
court to put in a plea of " not guilty'' for him, as he did not answer 
satisfactorily. The clerk of the court was proceeding to swear the 
jury, and on the prisoner being told that he might object to any of 
the jurymen if he thought proper, he said — " I'll tell them what I'll 
do, I'll bring a speech box for them." The evident insanity of the 
prisoner altered his lordship's mind, and he said he thought it would 
be much better to swear the jury for the purpose of enquiring whether 
the prisoner was insane or not, and in a fit state of mind to take his 
trial. The jury were accordingly sworn, and examined Mr. Frush- 
ard, the governor of the gaol, his assistant Milbank, Mr. Hepple, 
surgeon to the gaol, and Mr. Oswald, surgeon, Sedgefield, all of whom 
stated their decided conviction that he was in an unsound state of 
mind ; and the latter gentleman said that he was sent for to attend 
him more than two years previously, and at that time recommended 
his family to send him to a lunatic asylum, as he was not fit to go at 
large. The jury immediately expressed their opinion that he was of 
unsound mind, and unfit to take his trial. He was then taken back 
to the prison and ordered to be detained.— ioca? Papers. 

1828 (Nov. 10). — Two boys, named Donnison and Lamb, the one 
eleven, the other twelve years of age, were unfortunately killed in a 
quarry, situated in Diana's grove, on the north Elswick estate, near 
Newcastle, where they had been sent by their employer, Thomas Col- 
vin, of Gallowgate, tharm maker, to dig coals. In the quarry, there 
was a passage to an old coal pit, where they dug out the coals which 
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supported the roof, when a huge rook, of about fifteen tons wdght fell 
upon them and onished them to death. The rock hod to be broken 
into pieoea, before the bodies could be recovered. The boye wwe eon 
and grandson of a man named Donnison, a tailor, who perished in a 
Btorm a few years before, at the Gowgate, near Newoastie, in return- 
ing from Woolsington. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Nov, il). — The dead bodies of two females were discovered 
in the ooach-offioe of the Turf hotel in Newcastle. One came by the 
Highflyer coach from York, and the other was brought by a man to 
be booked for Edinburgh. In consequence of suepicions a police 
officer was sent for, and the man was taken into custody. The pack- 
ages were directed to different parties in Edinburgh. Inquests were 
held on the fallowing day by the coroner for Newoaatle, and no mai^ 
of violence appearing on the bodies, the verdict was to that e^ct, 
and they were interred in St. John's ohunth-yajxl. The package 
from York came to Newcastle first on the 8th, and being suspected, 
was returned thither ; and the ooach proprietors at York sent it 
back by the some ooach. The man who took the other box to the 
coach-office was tried and acquitted. — Ibid. 



f St. John's CHUBcn, Newcastle <IBtf). 

November 13. — Between three and four o'clock on the morning 
a fire broke out in the premises occupied by Mr. W, Scott, oa a 
joiner's shop, situated above the brew house belonging to the Bee 
Hive public-house, in the Close, Newcastle. It was supposed to have 
originated from some sparks of fire which had been left burning during 
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the night, coming in contact with the joiner^s shavings. The flames 
were observed issuing from the roof by some keehnen on the river, 
who gave the alarm. Fire engines being shortly in attendance, with 
oiheir assistance, the destructive element was confined to the house 
wherein it broke out, and in a short time was wholly suppressed. 
The roof fell in, and other considerable damage was done to the 
amount of about <£150. The premises were the property of Mr. 
Jabez Hood. — Local Papers. 

1828 (Nov. 13). — The bell tower of the new Catholic chapel, then 
building at Hexham, fell with a tremendous crash, which did consid- 
erable damage. Fortunately no lives were lost, as it occurred during 
the workmen^s dinner hour. No blame was attached to the builder, 
Mr. William Oliver, of Durham, as the part that fell was under the 
direction of the Bev. Mr. Singleton, a difference having taking place 
betwe^i Mr. OHvot and the committee. — Ibid. 

November 14. — Tuesday, Abraham Hartz, an Israelite, bom near 
Warsaw, in Poland, renounced Judaism, and was baptised in the 
Ghristian faith, in St. Nicholas^ church, Newcastle, under the name of 
John Abraham Hartz, by the rev. John Dodd, vicar. — Ibid. 

November 20. — ^A dreadful explosion took place in the Eye Pit, at 
Washington colliery, upon the river Wear. There were fifteen per- 
sons (eleven boys and four men) in the pit when it occurred, all of 
iif^om were killed, excepting a man named Michael Hall, the onsetter^ 
who was much burnt. The report was awfully loud, and the blast so 
powerful, that the machinery at the mouth of the pit was blown down 
and scattered about to some distance, with corves and other weighty 
bodies from the bottom of the shaft. The colliery had been examined 
in the morning, and was considered to be in a state of perfect ventila- 
tioa. — Ibid. 

November 28. — At the rent day of the marquis of Londonderry, 
held at Wynyard park, the silver tankard, promised by his lordship to 
that tenant whose farm should this year be found in the best state of 
cultivation, was awarded to Mr. Matthew Ryle, of West HOTrington, 
bearing the following inscription : — " Presented by Charles William 
Vane, marquis of Londonderry, for the best and most striking ex- 
ample of industrious labour, and able exertions in husbandry, in the 
management of his farm and lands, in the year 1828, of all the tenan- 
try.'*^ The marquis also highly complimented many others of his 
tenantry, on the excellent state of their respective farms ; and for th& 
better encoiu^gement of agricultural improvement, his lordship sig- 
nified his intenticm to give a piece of plate annually in a similar 
manner. — Ibid. 

November 28. — This being the day appointed for laying the founda- 
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tion stones of the new harbour and town of Seaham, in the county of 
Durham, an immense concourse of people had assembled to witness 
the imposing ceremony. The marquis and marchioness of London- 
derry, accompanied by lord Bayensworth and family, and other distin- 
guished friends, arrived in their carriages, a little before one oVlock. 
They then alighted within a short distance of the harbour, and on 
the line of road which led to it. Here " The Wellington Oar,'' (that 
in which the illustrious Wellington passed along the colliery waggon- 
ways, when he visited the county of Durham, the preceding year,) 
was ready to receive them, and into which the distinguished party im- 
mediately entered, and were conducted down the railway towards the 
site of the new harbour, preceded by the marquises band of music. 
On reaching the spot where the ceremony was to take place, the mar- 
quis of Londonderry, sir G. Sharp, and John Buddie, esq., alighted, 
cheered by the loudest acclamations; this was a most interesting 
moment, as Seaham-hall, the church, and many of the neighbouring 
farm-houses, a wind-miU, and the temporary erections near the har- 
bour, were decorated with flags. Mr. Buddie having mounted the 
stone, he presented his lordship with a splendid silver trowel, on one 
side of which was engraved a plan of the new harbour, and on the 
other the Londonderry arms, and the following inscription : — " This 
trowel was presented to the most honourable Charles William Vane 
Stewart, Marquis of Londonderry, by John Buddie, on laying the 
foundation stone of the north pier of Seaham harbour, this 28th day 
of Nov., 1828."" The handle was formed of Bainton coal, hi^y 
polished. Mr. Buddie in presenting this trowel, complimented his 
lordship as having spent great part of his life a« a soldier, and on his 
now shewing a desire to preserve the lives of British seamen, as he 
regarded this harbour as an undertaking commenced, less to serve his 
own interest, than from the patriotic motive of affording a place of 
refuge for shipping on that coast, where a few years ago such dissA- 
trous wrecks had taken place, and which he was well assured would 
have been prevented had the vessels had such a port of safety to have 
recourse to, as was now about to be constructed. Sir Guthbert Sharp 
also spoke on the occasion, and expressed himself of opinion, that 
this great undertaking, so far from being injurious to the town of 
Sunderland, as had been conjectured, would be beneficial to it. In a 
speech of considerable length, sir Guthbert was repeatedly and loudly 
cheered, and having passed a high eulogium upon the noble marquis 
and his lady, he presented to the latter a flag having the armorial 
bearings of the noble family, encircled with the motto of ^^ Success to 
Seaham Harbour."" The marquis of Londonderry then laid the found- 
ation stone of the north-east pier of the inner harbour. His lordship 
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observed, that he was ddighted to see so many friends around him on 
this oooasion ; he had commenced, he said, the great undertaking, in 
honour of which they were now assembled, less for his own advantage 
than for serving the public, and for advancing the commercial interests 
of the county of Durham. He had begun it by the advice of his 
valued friend Mr. Buddie, and when he considered that he not only 
had the opinion of Mr. Chapman, the engineer, but also of Mr. Tel- 
ford, and of Mr. Bennie in his favour, he could not help confidently 
looking forward to a successful termination. The cheering which 
followed his lordship^s speech, which had been delivered with much 
feeling, lasted for some time, and a salute of 34 guns was fired from 
the neighbouring cliff to signify the conclusion of the first ceremony. 
As the car was drawn from the beach, the noble family was again 
loudly cheered. On reaching the summit of the bank, Mr. Chapman, 
the engineer, presented himself, and handing to the noble marquis a 
plan of the harbour, took occasion to deliver a few observations on 
the forwardness of the work which had been so recently commenced, 
and on the future extent of its utility. Mr. Chapman'^s speech was 
loudly cheered. The marquis and marchioness, and their friends 
having alighted from the car, walked round the limits of the harbour 
to inspect the progress of the works, and then re-entering their bar- 
ouche, drawn by four beautiful horses, they proceeded to the spot 
where the foundation stone of the first house of Seaham town was to 
be laid by viscount Seaham. The marquis and his interesting little 
boy, here descended from the carriage, and were received by John 
Dobson, esq., of Newcastle, architect, who in presenting a plan of the 
intended town to lord Seaham, who was to lay the foundation stone, 
observed, that in preparing the design, he had calculated on that place 
becoming a port of considerable eminence, and he trusted that his 
gallant father and accomplished mother would have cause to look 
back with pride on the proceedings of that day. Mr. Dobson then 
presented the young lord with a very handsome silver trowel, the han- 
dle formed of limestone of a very fine description, with which the 
Seaham estate abounds. Lord Seaham, who had not attained his 
eighth year, replied to Mr. Dobson, as follows : — " Mr. Dobson, I 
thank you. I cannot make a speech, but I wish success to the town, 
and happiness to the people.'' His lordshifi having completed the 
ceremony, the cheers of the assembled multitude, were followed by 
another salute of 34 guns from the cliff, and the crowd then moved 
gradually to the northward, notice having been given that all persons 
were required to retire beyond a certain barrier, prior to the firing of 
a mine, which was to blow into the air a large mass of rock, to com- 
memorate the occurrences of the day. Sufficient time was given for 
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this purpose, and a signal gun was fired two minutes before the spring- 
ing of the mine, that all persons might be upon their guard and look 
to their own safety. The exploiuon at length took place, and the rock 
was shivered to pieces in a moment, and parts of it were huried into the 
air and scattered for some distance round. Three persons who had not 
attended to the caution were injured by the fall of the fragments, one 
man havbg a shoulder dislocated, another his arm broken, and a boy 
received a severe contusion. The marquis and marchioness of Lon- 
donderry and their friends, after witnessing the explosion, retired to 
Seaham hall, where a sumptuous banquet was provided for a very 
large assemblage of the most respectable gentry in the county of 
Durham, and of the adjoining counties. The health of the marchi- 
oness of Londonderry preceded aU others, and waa drunk with 
repeated cheers. '^The marquis of Londonderry,^ ^^Lord Seaham, 
and the junior branches of the family,'^ and ^^ Success to Seaham 
harbour,^^ followed, and were received with the most enthusiastic 
applause. The company, consistmg of nearly 400 persons, were not 
less gratified by the elegant profusion on the board, than with the 
courtesy, kindness, and condescension of the noble host and hostess. 
The proceedings of this day will be long recollected with pleasure and 
satisfaction, as well by those who partook of the splendid hospitality 
of Seaham hall, as by those who were spectators of the noble and 
important proceedings of laying the foundation stones of a new har^ 
bour and town. The number of persons present, at the most modern 
ate calculation, may be stated at 7,000. The brass plate, hermeti- 
cally sealed in a glass case, deposited beneath the pier, bore the 
following inscription : — 

"Charles William Vane, 

Third Marquis of Londonderry, 

Viscount Castlereagh and Baron Stewart, 

Of Mount Stewart, and of Ballilawn in Ireland, 

Arid 

First Earl Vane and Viscount Seaham 

Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

K. C. B., G. C. H., K. B. E., K. R. E., K. S. G., K. S., K. T. S., &c. &c. 

Laid the Foundation Stone 

Of Seaham Harbour, 
A. D., 1828, Nov. 28th. 
Having married Frances Anne Vane Tempest, only daughter of Sir 
Henry Vane Tempest, bart., by Anne, Countess of Antrim, he became 
possessed of the estates and collieries of the Vane and Tempest &milies of 
the county of Durham, and having added and annexed the estate of 
Seaham to the same, he embarked in the construction of this harbour, with 
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an humble and confident hope of facilitatmg the exportation of the produce 
of the mines, and of augmenting the commercial interest of the count j of 
Durham. In this undertaking, the founder has been chiefly advised by the 
tried experience and inde&tigable industry of his valued friend and agent, 

John Buddie, Esq., of Wallsend. 



William Chapman, Esq., Engineer. 
The inscription on the plate placed in the foundation stone of the town 
was as follows : — 

" George Henry Robert Charles Vane, 

Viscount Seaham, 

Laid the Foundation Stone 

Of the First House of Seaham Town, 

Nov. 28tii, 1828, A, D. 



John Dobson, Esq., Architect." 

— Local Papers. 

1828 (Nov. 29). — Saturday, at night, a heavy rain conunenced, and 
was incessant during the whole of Sunday, the 30th, by which the 
Tyne was swollen to a considerable height, and a float of timber, from 
above Newoastle bridge, and various other property was carried down 
the stream. The Tyne also flowed into some old workings at Townley 
main colliery, near Stella, and unfortunately drowned one man and 
fourteen horses, in the Star fleet pit. The water was several feet 
deep in the mill and other buildings at Scotswood. Part of the 
battlement of Wallsend bridge, on the Newcastle and North Shields 
turnpike was carried away by the flood in the brook. Mr. James 
Lamb, of Harbottle, Northumberland, surgeon, unfortunately came 
by his death from the same cause. He and other persons had been 
fishing for salmon trout in the Coquet with leisters; an unlawful 
practice in a close time, but conunon in that neighbourhood. He 
afterwards spent some time at a friend^s house in Allenton, which he 
left with a boy in the dark. His clothes being wet, it is supposed 
he attempted for nearness to ford the river, as the boy missed him. 
The water being high he was carried down the stream three miles, 
where his body was found the next day. — Ibid. 

Novemb^ 30. — Considerable anxiety was felt in Newcastle for 
several days in consequence of Mr. Thomas Gibson, the comptroller 
of the customs, and eldest son of the late Benjamin Gibson, esq., 
having on the above day (Sunday), left his own house at Chinmey- 
miUs, on the edge of the Leazes, at five o^clock in the afternoon to 
take his usual walk (his custom whether rain or fair), and did not 
return, Mr. Bidley, a ndgfabour, saw him go out at the gate on to the 
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moor, and take the direction of the race course. Not coming home 
to tea, Mrs. Gibson became rather alarmed, and, accompanied by a 
friend, went out with lanterns late that night, and again by three 
o'clock on the morning, (being moon -light) but no traces of him could 
be found. Search of every description was made during the week, and 
it was only on Friday afternoon that Mr. Taylor Gibson, his brother, 
got information that a straw hat had been taken up on Monday morn- 
ing in the bull's park at the south end of the Town moor, which proved 
to be the hat Mr. Gibson had on when he went out. Mr. Bidley above 
named, hearing of this, took a survey of the neighbourhood, and very 
soon almost made himself certain that Mr. Gibson had slipped into 
a runner of water near the mouth of a large conduit (on the north 
side of the new water pond on the moor) that took its course into 
the bull's park, and on exploring this on the Saturday the body was 
found. W. Fife, esq., the coroner, held an inquest on the body the 
same evening, and the following verdict was given : — " On Saturday 
the 6th day of December inst., the body of Thomas Gibson, who had 
been missing since Sunday the 30th of November, was found drowned 
and suffocated in a certain conduit situated on the Town moor, in the 
parish of St. Nidiolas, in the town and county of Newcastle upon 
Tyne ; that the said Thomas Gibson had no marks of violence ap- 
pearing on his body, otherwise than might be occasicmed by having 
passed a considerable space along the conduit, and that the jurors 
are of opinion the said Thomas Gibson had fallen into the entrance 
of the said conduit, and had been swept away by the violence of the 
flood which at that time prevailed, in consequence of a long and con- 
tinued rain which had fallen on Saturday and Sunday the 29th and 
30th of November.'' Mr. Gibson, when found, was very little alter^ 
in his appearance. He was in his 64th year, was a man of mild and 
affectionate disposition and very charitable to the poor. The flood, 
as so<Hi as Mr. Gibson's body had stopped, had burst the conduit 
upwards in the bull's park, and the hat had been thrown up through 
the aperture. Two pit boys had been employed to explore the con- 
duit from the mouth, and air holes were occasionally made for them 
until they came to the body of the unfortunate gentleman at the dis- 
tance of 250 yards. Mr. Gibson had been at church with his brother 
on the Sunday morning, and afterwards took a walk before dinner. 
After he had dined, he put on his old clothes and assisted the ser- 
vant in clearing the yard which was much flooded by the run, and 
then went out as above stated. The mouth of the conduit was three 
feet high, and it was satisfactorily proved on the inquest, that Mr. 
Gibson had met his death, by getting, through mistake in the dark, 
into the ditch or line of the conduit, and by the impetuosity of tiie 
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flood had been thrown down and forced into it without the least 
possibility of extricating himself. — Local Papers. 

1828 (December 1). — On the morning of this day, (Monday) at 
three o^dock, the wind commenced blowing a most terrific hurri- 
cane from E. N. E. It came on in a moment (the wind previously 
west), and catching several coasting vessels in shore, the conse 
quences were most disastrous. Near Seaham, there were on shore, 
the Pilot, and New Concord, both of Sunderland; and the St. 
Helena and the Granicus, both of Shields, the latter a total wreck. 
The people on board these vessels mistook the lights on the erections 
going on at the new harbour at Seaham, for Sunderland harbour 
lights; and it was not until day-break, they discovered their real 
situation. The schooner Triton, of Arbroath, Thomas Ford, master, 
with a crew of four men, three boys, and one passenger, laden with 
rye, from Liebau (Baltic) bound for Newcastle, struck on a rock off 
Newton by the Sea, Northumberland, and was driven on shore a 
complete wreck, where she was discovered about six a. m., with the 
hands clinging to the rigging. No time was lost by lieut. Brunton, 
R. N., of the preventive service, in getting captain Manby^s apparatus 
down to the beach, but several shots were fired without being able to 
reach the wreck ; and by this time the strength of the poor sufferers 
was so exhausted, that they were seen one by one dropping into a 
watery grave, when lieut. Brunton, gallantly offered to attempt 
reaching the wreck in a fisherman^s coble, if four fishermen would 
accompany him. Four brave fellows instantly volunteered to risk 
their lives to save their fellow-creatures, and after being twice driven 
back by the tremendous surge, they at length reached the vessel. 
There were then three men alive, but melancholy to relate, only one 
(James Patterson) had strength to avail himself of the preferred 
assistance. The surf was now so high, that to remain by the wreck 
was impossible, and every exertion to get the boat clear became 
necessary : in this they had scarcely succeeded, when she unfortu- 
nately swamped, and her crew were plunged at once into that peril, 
from which they had been so laudably endeavouring to save their 
fdlow-creatures. Fortunately, from the circumstance of a line being 
attached to the boat, previous to her putting off, those on shore were 
enabled in their turn, to render assistance, and ultimately all the 
boat^s crew were got safe on shore. The bark, Mary, of Leith, 
Davidson, master, timber laden, drifted on Bondicar rocks, near 
Warkworth. About eight o'clock, six of the crew took to the jolly 
boat, and made for the shore. In a few minutes the boat was 
swamped ; four of them reached the land by the assistance of the 
spectators ; the other two sunk to rise no more. There were then 
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ten people left on board ; the fore-mast gone, also the main-top-mast, 
and the sea making a constant passage over her. At ten o''clock, 
being high water, the vessel went athwart ; the long boat was washed 
off her deck, and fell on its bottom, when two of the crew got in for 
the purpose of bailing it. Providentially it was soon after stove, 
which in aU probability prevented the crew from sharing a similar fete 
to that of their unfortunate companions. At two o^dock p. m., Mr. 
John Muers, agent for Lloyd^ made a signal for a buoy to be put 
over, and at the same time requested four young men, fishermen 
of Hauxley, to go off in a coble, which had been procured for the 
purpose. They succeeded in getting the line, which was landed ; but 
the pec^le on the shore being numerous and anxious, it was broken 
in their exertions. The boat returned, and got a second, which 
was tied with more caution, and at length got a warp ; the boat then 
laid about 50 yards from the vesseFs bow, and about a 100 from 
the shore. The end of the warp was held by the peoj^e on the beach, 
and by that means the crew were lowered into the coble, and safely 
landed. A few days subsequent to these disasters, the managing 
committee of the Boyal National Shipwreck Institution of London, 
awarded their gold medallion to lieut. Brunton, for his gallant and 
humane conduct in rescuing the only surviving mariner from the wreck 
of the Triton, together witii twenty pounds to the four fishermen who 
assisted him with their coble on that occasion. The rev. Joseph 
Cook and captain Cook, both of Newton hall, also gave £1. each, to 
the Hauxley fishermen, who went off to the assistance of the crew of 
the barque Mary, on Bondicar rocks. — Local Pa/per%. 

1828 (Nov). — About the close of this month, the ground sunk con- 
siderably on the turnpike, west of Newcastle, opposite to Fenham, 
supposed to have been caused by the creepmg of some old coal pit 
underneath. — lUd. 

December 1. — About five o^clock on the morning, a fire was dis- 
covered at the mill occupied by Mr. Thomas Tickell, at Houghton-le- 
Spring, caused, it was supposed, by the machine breaking away all 
the fastenings, from the heavy gale which blew that night. With the 
assistance of the neighbours, who ran great risk of their lives, the 
fire was fortunately extinguished. — Ibid. 

December 3. — On the evening of this day (Wednesday), as an 
apprentice to Mr. W. Nesom, butcher, Sunderland, was driving two 
oxen into that town, they both took fright. One of them ran to the 
sea beach and was soon secured, but the other galloped on to the 
Pier, and lept into the sea, and swam to the buoys about 400 yards 
from the entrance of the harbour. It was quite dark at the time. 
Fortunately a coble was at hand, which put to sea, and the crew, 
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after a good deal of difficulty, succeeded iu getting a rope round the 
neok of the animal. They then towed it into the harbour, where it 
was safely landed. It then walked quieUy to Mr. Neeom*s shop, 
amidst a great crowd of spectators. — Loctd Parpen. 

1828 (Dec. 6). — About five o'clock in the evening, a small com loft, 
the property of Mr. Scott, maltster, at the foot of the Bottle Bank, 
Gateshead, came down with a heavy crash, to the no smaU alarm of 
the neighbomiiood. The building had not been erected above ei^t 
or nine years, and decay was no way perceptible. There was about 
Uiirteen lasts of bariey in it at the time. The maltman and bis son 
had a narrow escape ; they were going up the yard on their way to 
the building at the moment of its giving way. — Ibid. 

December 8. — As a coachman was returning from Whitley towards 
North Shields witii a carriage and pair, the horses taking fright, 
darted forward, threw the driver from his seat, and continued at a 
rapid pace, clearing all the turns until they arrived at Shields, where 
they passed along several streets, and finished their comet by run- 
ning down the long and steep steps that lead from Dookwray-square 
to the Low-Light, without any other injury than a broken polo. 
The coachman was not much hurt. — Ibid. 

December. — A very splendid organ was erected in the parish 
church of Byton, Durham, which, both toe quality of tone and power. 
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is exceeded by very few in this part of the country, and does infinite 
credit to the builders, Messrs. Wood, Small, and Comp., of Edin- 
brough. — Local Papers, 

1828 (Dec. 12). — A few minutes before twelve o'clock, a bullet 
entered through the upper part of a window in the Guildhall, New- 
castle, into a room where Mr. Thomas Forsyth, the town marshal! 
and several of the police officers were sitting. It struck against the 
opposite wall and fell upon the floor without injury to any person. 
No discovery was made whence, or from whom it came, though no 
doubt was entertained that the object was an attempt of some mis- 
creant on the life of Mr. Forsyth. — Ibid. 

December 20. — As some workmen were digging in the kitchen of 
an old house in Warren street, Sunderland, for the purpose of low- 
ering the floor, they found a human skeleton, quite entire, about two 
feet below the floor which had been a flagged one. Conjectures with 
respect to this deposit were numerous, but none satisfactory, so that 
the circumstance relating to the interment of the body remained 
veiled in mystery. — Ibid. 

December. — This month the Royal Humane Society presented £5. 
to Edward fiimey, joiner at the Glass-works of sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart. and Co., Newcastle, for having on the 30th of September pre- 
ceding, rescued from drowning, Eleanor JobUng, a little girl who had 
fallen into the Tyne. The reward was obtained through the benevo- 
lent interference of the duke of Northumberland. — Ibid. 

Died, this year, at Chatham, North America, highly respected, 
aged 88, Robert Reid, esq. fonuerly high sheriff and register of the 
county of Northumberland. He held the sheriffidty 21 years, and 
kept the registry till 1 823. In early life Mr. Reid acted ten years 
as amanuensis to Dr. Adam Smith, the celebrated author of the 
Wealth of Nations. He was well known to several people who are 
still alive in Scotland, and various anecdotes are still current of him 
and his illustrious employer. The apartment is yet to be seen at 
Kirkaldy, where the one dictated and the other transcribed that cele- 
brated work. The positions can still be pointed out where the am- 
anuensis sat at his little table, and where the philosopher sat in his 
chair by the fire, leaning his head to the wall. — Genfs. Mag. 

This year, the following whimsical exemption from the militia 
appeared amongst the returns posted on the door of St. Mary^s 
church, in Gateshead: — "Exempt — a recruiting sergeant in the 
army of Immanual, whose kingdom is not of this world, viz. — ^a licen- 
sed Wesleyan Methodist Preacher ."*" Signed. " Hodgson Casson."*' 
Mr. Casson at the time was the minister of the methodist chapel in 
Guteshead. — Local Bee. 
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1828. — Died, thia year, in Paiis, Miss Helen Maria Williams, 
pre-eminent amongst the violent female partisans of the French 
Bevolution. She is said to have been bom about the year 1762 ; 
was a native of the north of England, and resided some time at 
Berwick. Miss Williams went to London at the age of eighteen, 
and was introduced to the world, as a writer, by Dr. Kippis. 
She was the avowed author of many works. Her first poem wa^ 
" Edwin and Elfrida," a legendary tale, in verse, published in 1782. 
Shenext produced, in 1783, " An Ode on Peace ; '^ in 1 784, " Peru," 
a poem ; in 1786, in two volumes, "A Collection of Miscellaneous 
Poems ; " and, in 1788, " Poems on the Slave Trade." About the 
last mentioned year, she visited France, where she formed many 
lit«rary and political connexions, and where she published several 
works, the effects of which were, to render the French Revolution 
popular amongst certain parties in England, and to recommend their 
author to the Brissotins at Paris. In the succeeding clash of fac- 
tions, she was in great danger, and was actually confined in the 
Temple ; but, on the fall of Bobespiene, she was released. After 
her liberation, she resumed her literary labours, and for some years 
wrote that portion of the New Annual Begister, which related to the 
ai&Jrs of France. Subsequently Miss Williams appeared only as the 
enemy of the revolution, and a friend to the Bourbons. — Mon. Mag. 

This year the library of the Botanical and Horticultural Society 
of Northumberland and Durham was established. — Ihid. 
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233,299,391. 
Chesters, 56. 
Chesterhope, 141. 
Cbillingham, 197. 
Chilton, 205. 
Chirton, 104, 139, I70. 
Chisholm^ name of, 79. 
Chipchase, 163. 

Clanny, name of, 165, 176, 229, 252. 
Clark, name of, 46. 
Clarke, name of, 288. 
Clavering, name of, 385. 
Clajrter. name of, 258. 
Cleasby, 106, 144. 

Clennell, name of, 18, 39, 81, lOl, 259. 
CliffordVfort, see Shields, North. 
Cloyd, name of, 69. 
Coaches, 285, 332, 388, 391. 
Coates, name of, 227. 
Coal-trade, 3, 80, 91, 98, 107, 127, 139, 

179, 183, 256,258,293. 
Cocken, 44. 

Cockfield, 85. 

Coinage, 111, 173. 

Collieries. — Ben well, 334, 384. Bewicke 
main, 80, 98. Byker, 4. Burradon, 2d4u 
CoUingwood-main 126, 139, 192. Cow- 
pen, 130. Cowton, 358. Coxlodge, 127, 
220. Fatfield, 127. Fawdon, 146, 358. 
Felling, 115, 131. 176, 228. Fenham, 
412. Harraton, 77, 175, 314. Hartford, 
131. Heaton, 148. Hebbum, 50, 319. 
Herrington, 120. Hetlon, 247,257. Hew- 
orth, 334. Houghton-le-spring, 384. 
Jarrow, 99, 180, 178, 211, 322, 371. 
Kenton, 127. Killingworth, 53, 86. 
Leafield, 143. Lumley, 202,299,366. 
Miscellaneous, 91, 107, 139, 148, 179, 
183, 229. Nesham-main, 158. New- 
bottle, 12, 151, 153, 228, 302. Ouston, 

180. Oxclose, 50. Percy-main, 20, 135. 
Rainton, 181, 220, 282, Sheriff-hill, 
153, 159, 176,178, 198,216. Shiney- 
row. 120. South Shields, 99. South 
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Collieries. 
moor, 192. Springwell, 321, 355. Tan- 
field, 339. Townley-main. 328. WaU 
bottle, 163. Wallsend, 30, 146, 190, 
228, 293. Walker, 277. Witton, 231. 
Washington, 406. 

Collierly, High, 383. 

Collingwood, name of, 61, 90, 97, 106, 126, 
129, 257, 313. 

Collingwood-main, 126, 129, 192. 

Collinson, name of, 142, 283, 291. 

Colling, name of, 106. 

Common, name of, 187. 

Comet, a bull, 106. 

Coniscliffe, 343. 

Conyers, name of, 99. 

Cook, name of, 308. 

Cooke, name of, 120. 

Cookson, name of, 142. 

Corbridge. 76, 146, 235, 303. 

Comhill, 42. 

Cornsay, 114,284. 

Coronation of Geo. IV. 220. 

Coulson, name of, 65, 129. 

Cowley house, 402. 

Cowpen, 33, 130. 287. 

Coxlodge, 127. 

Cramlington, 57. 

Cresswell, name of, 252, 374. 

Cullereoats, 66, 98, 217, 237, 255, 310. 

Culley, name of, 125, 197. 

Cumby, name of, 178. 

Cuthel, name of, 285. 

Cutbbert, St. 347. 

Cuzen, name of, 49. 

D. 
Dam house, 216. 
Dalton, 324. 
Darlington, 59, 68, 115, 121, 137, 161, 166, 

173, 178, 214, 215, 234, 263,317, 35a 
Davison, name of, 52, 185. 
Davy, Sir H. 179. 
Davyshield, 188. 
Dead Bodies, 404. 
Dearth, 1. 
De Camp, Mr. 263. 
Deer, 79. 

Dees, name of, 371. 
Dekval Seaton. See Seaton Delaval. 
Delaval, name of, 9, 70, 142, 344. 
Dennett's Rockets, 303. 
Denton, 5, 45, 106, 260. 
Dent's hole, 364. 
Denwick, 187. 
Deptford, 295. 
Dissington, 5. 
Dobson, name of, 250, 276, 291, 335, 357, 

406. 
Dodd, name of, 374. 
Doddington, 142. 
Dogs, 50. 

Donkin, name of, 343. 
Doubleday, name of, 262. 



Dukesfield, 318. 

Duncan viscount, 42. 

Dummy, 165. 

Dunston, 339. 

Durham Ox, 61. 

Durham, Bishops of, Barrington, 16, 47, 
109, 190, 227, 326. Thurlow, 17. 
Van Mildert, 327, 355, 356, 385. 

Durham, County of. Population, 13, 113, 
130. Members, .309, 367. 

Durham, City of. Accidents, 10. Assizes, 
194. Banks, 85. Boundaries, 117. 
Bridges, 233, 382, 396, Balls, 369. 
Courts, 81, 194, 216 Charity, 1. 
Cathedral, 78, 347, 373, 376.. Chap- 
els, 77, 121, 354. Eccentrics, 69, 173, 
191, 278. Executions, 20, 28, 48, 168, 
199,252. Fires, 33. Floods, 161, 381. 
Freemen, 63, 117. Free Masons, 81, 
105. Gas V/orks, 282. Gaol, 105. 
173. UJuminations, 135. Library, 
219. Lighting, 282. Longevity, 5, 
10 68, 147, 173, 189. Meetings, 395. 
Members, 2, 126. Military transactions, 
31, 34. Moors, 16, 182. Mourning, 
180. Natives, 14, 21, 36, 126, 238. 
Newspapers, 143, 207. Ox, 61. Poor- 
houses, 1, 68, 173. Population, 13, 230, 
Rejoicings, 135, 137. Register-office, 
216. Roads, 395. St Cuthbert, 347. 
Soup-kitchens, 1. Schools, 121. 
Storms, 233, 263. Town-hall, 395. 
Trials, 20, 220, 402. Visitors, 63, 363. 
Walls, 216. Wellington at, 363. 

E. 
Eachwick, 129. 

East Lilburn — See Lilburn, East. 
Eccentrics, 1, 4, 5, 10, 17, 22, 23, 33, 65, 69, 

133, 138, 165, 166, 173, 187, 191, 216, 

248, 278, 328, 375, 378. 
Eden, name of, 1 19. 
Edwards, name of, 262. 
Eels, 62. 
Egglescliffe, 29. 
Elections, 325, 329. 
Elibank, lord, 48. 
Elswick, 387. 

Ellison, name of, 68, 142, 162. 
Elvet — See Durham. 
Eldon, lord — See Scott, name of. 
Elsdon, 16. 
Elwick, 131. 
Emery, name of, 251. 
Emigrant Clergy, 20. 
Eshe, 57. 
Eslington, 391. 
Etal, 309. 
Ewart Park, 134. 
Executions — See each place. 



Fallowden, 64. 
False alarms, 34. 
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Falstonc, 191, 316. 

Farn Islands, 20, 107,311. 

Farnham, low 255. 

Fatfield, 127. 

Fawdon, 146, 359. 

Featherston, 290. 

Felling, 107, 116, 130, 161, 174, 176, 228. 

Fenham, 237, 412. 

Fen wick, 51. 

Fi'Hwick, name of 31, 375. 

Ferry-hill, 358. 

Fire escapes, 355. 

Fishes, 287. 

Fisher's garlands, 231. 

Flodden, 99. 182. 

Floods. — Rivers, Coquet, 84, 188, 409. 
Darwent, 378. Glen, 358. Team, 
178. Tees, 82 378. Till, 358. Tyne, 
51, 63, 84, 103, 120, 160, 303, 34.2, 
878,381,409. Wansbeck, 381. Wear, 
378. 

Ford, 79, 372. 

Forsyth, name of, 281, 414. 

Fossils, 247, 257. 

Foxes, 35. 

Framlington, 147* 

Framwellgate. See Durham. 

Frogs, 192. 

Frosts, 131. 

Fuller, name of, 319. 

Fulwell, 196, 279, 343. 

G. 

Gainford, 59. 

Gallowhill, 42. 

Gamer, name of, 128. 

Gateshead. — Accidents, 15, 16, 20, 127, 
176, 413. Boundaries, 291. Chapels, 
121, 230, 283, 414. Churches, 89, 102, 
205, 230, 285, 291, 376, 414. Collieries, 
176. Coins, 291. Enclosures, 147. 
Fires, 13, 21, 32, 53, 95, 185, 225, 286. 
Glassmakers, 279. Hackney coaches, 
312. Hospitals, 283. Illuminations, 
214. Longevity, 20, 37, 53, 107, 119, 
126, 161, 205, 279, 282, 283. Medals, 
291. Military Transactions, 9, 31, 34, 
42, 72. Miscellaneous, 53. Mourning, 
62, 180. Murder, 20. Natives, 59, 
100, 161, 205, 230, 291, 399, 414. 
Poorhouses, 279, 282. Population, 13, 
113, 230. Processions, 279. Rejoic- 
ings, 9, 13, 18, 214, 224, 279, 283. 
Rectory, 283. Roads, 302, Robberies, 
16, 20. Schools, 230. Storms, 145, 
228, 263. St. John's church, 291, 376. 
Streets, 342. 

Gateshead fell, 89. 

George III, 87, 104. 

George IV, 208, 220, 253. 

Gibside, 118. 

Gibson, name of, 281, 343, 344, 371. 

Gil more, name of, 288. 

Glebe, 283. 



Glendale, 358. 

Glover, name of, 70. 

Gordon, name of, 106. 

Gordon, duke of, 355. 

Gosforth, 19, 78, 143, 205, 285. 

Gray, name of, 204. 

Green, name of, 339, 367. 

Green's Balloon, 310. 

Greenhead, 344. 

Greenwich Hospital, 191. 

Great Northern Diver, 298. 

Great Aycliffe — See Aycliffe Great 

Great Whittington— See Whittington 

Great. 
Greatham, 214. 282. 
Greathead, name of, 18. 
Grey, name of, 43, 64, 67, 182, 277, 302, 

325, 330, 390, 395. 
Greystead, 191. 

H. 

Haogerston, 99, 183, 263. 

Halton, 24, 275. 

Haltwhistle, 335, 

Hamsterley, 24. 

Harbottle, 13. 

Hardriding, 186. 

Harle, Little, 294. 

Harraton, 77, 176. 314. 

Harrison, name of, 21. 

Hartbume, 309. 

Hartford, 131. 

Hartlepool, 115, 121, 195, 368 ,387. 

Hartley, 49, 98, 178, 316. 

Hastings, baron, 232. 

Hastings, name of, 14. 

Haswell, name of, 101, 178. 

Hatherwick, 192. 

Haugbton, 63. 

Hawksbury hill, 377. 

Hawkshill, 194. 

Hawks, name of, 291, 377* 

Hawthorndene, 299. 

Haydou, 60, 66, 161, 162, 227. 

Hayston, 50, 363. 

Heathery Bum, 211. 

Heaton, 16, 14a 

Hebburn, 60, 62, 70, 142, 319. 

Heckley Grange, 193. 

Heddon, 92, 127. 

Uedley, 387. 

Hedley, Joe, 320. 

Hedston, 281. 

Heighington, 125, 178. 

Hendon lane, 342. 

Henderson, name of, 366, 374. 

Hentlaw, 43. 

Hepple, 332. 

Heron, name of, 16, 88, 100. 

Herrington, 120, 405. 

Hesleton, name of, 130. 

Heton, 73. 

Hetton, 247, 257. 378. 

Heworth, 118, 127, 183, 219, 235, 334. 
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Hexham. — Abbey, 66, 288,385. Anti- 
quities, 66. Bridges, 311. Chapels, 314, 
336, 373, 406. Fairs, 327. Fires, 77, 
191. Floods, 63, 381. Lighting, 302. 
Longevity, 43, 144, 147, 174, 181, 264, 
319. Miscellaneous, 50, 268, Natives, 
27, 288, 336. Roads, 38a Storm, 10. 

Hilton, 36, 217. 

Hilton Jolliffe, the, 364. 

Hindmarsh, name of, 282. 

Hodgson, name of, 1, 127, 260, 256. 

Hollingsworth, name of, 68, 344. 

Holy Island, 16, 32, 169, 866. 

Homer's lane, 320. 

Horses, 261, 275,396. 

Horsley, Long, 16, 194, 211. 

Horton, 81, 366. 

Houghton-le-Spring, 384, 412. 

Houghton gate, 76. 

Houseteads, 238, 250. 

Howick, 67, 323, 326, 390, 396. 

Howick, lord, 326. 

Hughes, name of, 378. 

Humane Society — See Medals. 

Humshaugh, 191. 

Hunnum, 276. 

Hunt, name of, 38. 

Hunter, name of, 387* 

Hurworth, 363. 

Hutchinson, name of, 135. 

Hutchinson, Israel, 402. 

Hutton, name of, 263. 

L 

Iluctt Distillery, 237. 
Ingham, name of, 123. 

J. 

Jackson, name of, 401. 

Jarrow, 30, 101, 116, 130,146,211,283, 

322, 871. 
Jennison, name of, 126, 300. 
Jesmond, 86, 108, 330. 
Joe the Quilter, 320. 
Joint Stocks, 62. 
Jopling, name of, 62, 100, 108. 
Jubilee, 87, 104. 

K. 

Keelmen — See Coal trade. 
Kemble, name of, 238. 
Kenton, 107, 127, 179. 
Ketton, 61. 

Killingworth, 16, 63, 8a 
King, name of, 230. 
Kingswood, 35. 
Kirkly, 21. 

L. 

Lambton, 196, 228, 380. 

Lambton, name of, 81, 179, 196, 228, 330, 

367. 
Lamshaw, name of, 62. 
Lamesly, 98, 332. 



Lanchester, 106. 

Langley, co. Dur., 373. 

Lartington, 276. 

Launches — See each place. 

Lawson, name of, 276, 291. 

Leafield, 143. 

Leopold of Belgium, 198. 

LesDury, 109. 

Leslie, general, 129. 

Lemmington, 263. 

Light-houses, 33, 63, 100, 107, 311, 325. 

Life Boats, 18, 20, 32» 39. 186, 226, 341. 

Liddell, name of, 321, 326, 329, 391. 

Lilburn, East, 77. 

Lilbum Allers, 112. 

Linden, 211. 

Lindisfame, 169. 

Link House, 383. 

Linemouth, 252. 

Little Harle — See Harle, Little. 

Little Houghton, 67* 

Locomotive Engines, 127, 267. 

Londonderry, marquis, 369, 364, 406. 

Longevity. — Aisbert, 114. Allen, 161, 
324. Anderson, 109, 205, 367. Angus, 
68. Appleby, 161. Armstrong, 181,217. 
Barnes, 310. Beaufront, 62. Bentley, 
107. Bickett,62. Blackett, 161. Blakey, 
107. Bowmaker, 101. Broderick, 
170. Brown, 5, 168, 323. Buddler, 16. 
Bumside, 178. Bum, 279. Garr, 20, 
212, 284. Carpenter, 161. Charlton, 
147. Chisholm, 79. Clark, 116, 193, 
206. Clay, 375. Clazton, 276. Coag, 
63. Connell. 144. Corby, 139. Coul- 
son, 162. Crowe, 10. Crozier, 108. 
Cummins, 307. Cumming, 148. Davi- 
son, 181. Dees, 286. Dixon, 23, 51. 
Dobson, 286. Douglas, 99. Drew, 
327. Dryden, 217, 327. Dunn, 42. 
Eddy, 377. Elliott, 170. English, 137. 
Ewart, 183. Farrer, 6. Ferguson, 62, 
198. Fletcher, 327. Forster, 162. Gant- 
ney, 12a Garnett, 209. G? rrow, 134, 
Geddes; 362. Geoi^ 236. Gibson, 
109, 146. Glanton, 62. Gofton, 176, 
Gold, 126. Goring, 182. Gordon, 63, 
Gowland, 96. Graham, 366. Green, 
198, 256,' 364. Gregory, 299. Grey, 
197. Gu8tard,283. Hall, 101,288. Has- 
well, 334. Henderson, 162. Ho<^^n 
76. Holmes, 39. Houtiim,76. Hudson, 
80. Huntley, 89. Jackson, 107. Jameson, 
302. Jewitt, 147. Jowsey, 170. Ken- 
li8h,207. Kidd,60. Kirkley,284. Lee, 
211. Long, .304. Lowery, 178. Mac- 
donald,183. Maclaine. 13L Maddison, 
53,147. Mahon, 16a Manners, 310, 
Mandeville, 73. Marshall, 216, 218, 234. 
Melville, 67. Middleton, 144, 324. Mil- 
burn, 107. Mills, 204, 266. Mofett, 
165. Moralee, 359. Morrison, 23, 178, 
234. Moulter, 178. Nichol, 316. Oliver, 
339. Orean, 73. Paddison, 147. Par- 
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Longevity. 
kin, 37. Pattinson, «0. Phillips, 1G5. 
Porch, 141. Potter, 9». Potts, 192. 
Pratt, 3S7. Purvis, 194. Ramsey, 66. 
Richardson, 6, 129. Richardby, 189. 
Roan, 205. Roberts, 56. Robinson, 183. 
Robson, 10, 23, 123, 140, 279. 335. 
Robley, 67. Rowland, 216. Rutherford, 
93, 214, 365. Rule, 220. Sanderson, 
79. Sharpe, 119. Sheriff, 147. Skin- 
ner, 119. Simpson, 214. Smith, 108, 
162. Snowdon, 123. Stanton, 234. 
Stephenson, 178, 204. Taylor, 134. 
Thompson, 147. Todd, 120. Tours, 
134. Tulip, 144. TumbuU, 74. Tur- 
ner, 32, 115, 194. Usher, 183, 368. 
Verdy,314.. Wallace, 23, 162. Walls- 
end, at, 399. Watson, 89, 147, 194. 
Waters, 197. Wayman,295. \Vebster, 
165. White, 194, 204. Wilson, 5. 
Wolfe, 101. Wouldhave, 338. Young, 
281. 

Long, Dr.. 22. 

Long Horsley — see Horslcy, Long. 

Long Newton — See Newton, Long. 

Lonning-burn, 325. 

Longhurst, 291. 

Loosing Hill, 323. 

Loraine, name of, 142. 

Lough, name of, 398. 

Lowrey*8 Mill, 67. 

Lowick, 2:^0. 

Low Tide, 294. 

Low Row, 165. 

Lumley, 66, 75, 194, 202, 209, 351,356, 
392. 

Lynch, count, 153. 

M. 
Machine, 111. 
M'Crea, name of, 35. 
Machell, name of, 116. 
Mackenzie, name of, 202. 
Maddocks, name of, l5, 
Manby^s Apparatus, 303< 
Mandeville, name of, 73. 
Margetts, John, 342. 
Marshall, name of, 276. 315. 
Martin, name of, 138. 
Mason Dinnington, 134, 216. 
Matfen, 24, 181. 
Maximilian of Russia, 192. 
Meadley, name of, 193. 
Medals, 18, 39, 47, 81, 100, 109, 115, 116, 

125, 137, 165, 176, 185, 187, 229, 276, 

355, 412. 
Meldon, 380. 

Members of Parliament — See each place. 
Merry Shields, 52. 
Meteors, 282, 327, 367, 387. 
Michael of Russia, 189. 
Micklev, 168. 

Middleton, Northd., 41, «5. 
Middleton, Tccsdale, Go, 370. 



Milbanke, name of, 139, 147* 

Milbourne,118, 162. 

IMill Green, 6. 

Milfield, 182,277,370. 

Milne, name of, 343. 

Milo, 398. 

Militias — See each place. 

Mitchell, name of, 18, 196. 

Mitford, 117,367,372. 

Mitford, name of, 344. 

Moises, name of, 138. 

Monboucher, name of, 344. 

Monk Heselden. 193. 

Monk, name of, 88, 

Monkton, 193. 

Monk Seaton, 217. 

Moors — see each place. 

Moorhouses, 220. 

Moorsley, 262. 

Morrison, name of, 65. 

Morpeth Accident, 381. Antiquites, 

249. Banks, 172. Bridge, 334. Dis- 
pensary, 182. Executions, 16, 76, 85, 

195, 226. Floods, 381. Gaol, 2, 13, 

196, 249. Longevity, 23, 365. Me- 
chanics Institution, 319. Markets and 
FailSf 47. Meetings, 329. Natives, 
230, 286, 328, 366. Printing intro- 
duced, 61. 

Morton, name of, 229. 
Morwick, 62, 

Municipal Reform Act, 8. 
Musical Festivals, 143, 297. 

N. 
Natives, eminent, — Allan, 3, 380. Ander- 
derson, 146, 299. Atlee, 7. Aubone, 
8. Baillie, 69. Bailey, 197. Back- 
house, 126, 137. Bedingfiekl, 331. 
Beilby, 172. Bell, 276, 364. Bewick, 
20, 171,399. Bimey, 414. Blackett, 
103, 139, 293. Bouyer, 323. Brand, 
57. Brandling, 183, 206, 283, 324, 392. 
Brockett, 206. Brown, 171. Bryan, 
218. Brunton, 144, 412. Buddie, 171, 
176, 363. Burdon, 186, 330. Cade, 
69. Carlyle,37. Casson, 414 Cham- 
bers, 26. Charnley, 28. Clanny, 166, 
176, 229, 252. Clark, 46, 28a Clen- 
nell, 39, 81, 259. Cook, 308. Cooke, 
120. Collingwood, 61, 90, 97, 257, 313. 
Collinson, 142, 283, 291. Common, 
187. C^nyers, 99. Culley, 126, 197. 
Cuthel, 286. Davison, 186. Dees, 371. 
Dobson, 250, 276, 291, 336, 367, 406. 
Dodd, 374. Doubleday, 262. Edwards, 
262. Ellison, 68. Emery, 261. Forsyth, 
281, 414. Fuller, 319. Gamer 128. 
Gibson, 281, 343,344, 371. Gilmore, 
288. Gray, 204. Greatbead, 18, 20. 
Green, 339, 357. Grey, 64, 67, 302 
388, 390, 395. Haggett, 116. Harri- 
son, 21. Hastings, 14. Haswell, 101, 
178. Henderson, 366. Hilton, 36. 
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Natives. 

Hindraarsh, 282. Hodgson, 2, 250, 
265. Hollingsworth, 344. Hughes, 
378. Hunt, 38. Hutchinson, 135. 
Hutton, 263. Jackson, 401. Jen- 
nison, 300. Jopling, 62, 100, 108. 
King, 230. Kemble, 238, Lamb- 
ton. 367. Lough, 398. Machall, 116. 
Mackenzie 202. Marshall, 276, 315. 
Martin, 138. Meadley, 193. Mit- 
chell, 18, 196. Moises, 55. Mon- 
tague, 5. Morton, 229. Noel, 309. 
Ord, 286. Paley, 47. Pattison, 48. 
Peareth, 230. Pickering, 331. Price, 

205. Pringle, 287, Ranson, 382. 
Reed, ?02, 218. Reid, 414. Rich- 
ardson, 27, 255, 294. Ridley, 119, 124, 
142, 162, 190, 384. Ritson, 29. Rob- 
son, 230. Roddam, 16, 67. Russell, 
174, 194., 236. Sands, 168. Scott, 
8, 12, 21, 55, 144. 164, 220, 365. 
Sharp, 126, 335. Sleigh, 307. Smith, 
67, 322. Spence, 143. Stephenson, 
32,57, 183,257,318. Stockdale, 110. 
Surtees, 8, 99, 170, Swinburne, 24. 
Sykes, 311. Taylor, 268. Tempest, 
126. Temple, 30, 47, 70. Thomp- 
son, 162. Trevelyan, 374. Turner, 
21. Vasey, 335. Wakefield, 66. 
Watts, 330. Walker, 62, 357. 
Wallis, 344. Wasney, 142. Wharton, 
394. White, 109, 126. Wilkinson, 
186. Wouldhave, 226. Young, 53. 

Navigation company, 364. 

Nelson, 13, 62. 

Nesham, 197. 

Nesham main, 168, 378, 

Netherwitton, 335. 

Newbiggin, 66, 293, 307. 

Newbottle, 161, 199, 228,302, 303. 

Newbum, 63, 107, 129, 266, 364. 

Newcastle. — Acts, 116, 237, 285. Aca- 
demy of arts, 266, 376. Actions, 393. 
Accidents, 4, 5, 10, 17, 40, 61, 80, 85, 
86, 102, 108, 109, 116, 117, 130, 131, 
147, 162, 166, 179, 189, 207, 232, 266, 
328. 366, 369, 387, 396, 403, 409, 412, 
414. Antiquities, 7, 94, 96, 106, 108, 
109, 114, 120, 122, 287, 300, 352, 373. 
Ascension day, 116, 328,352. Antiqua- 
rian society, 96, 122, 123, 127, 128, 220, 
306. Assasination, 414. Assizes, 190, 
194. Balls, 195, 269. Balloons, 164, 
310. Banks, 27, 183, 373. Baptisms, 
405. Barracks, 38. Bowling Green, 354, 
Bridges, 14, 121, .358, 366. Bull baiting, 
220. Carliol croft, 275. Castle, 35, 113, 
116. 118, 122, 128, 140, 256, 261, 271 
287, 368. Celebrations, 164, 278, 279. 
Centenary, 164. Charity, 1. Cha- 
pels, 22, 59, 80, 107, J 28, 159, 182, 

206, 211, 210, 217, 227, 236, 256, 

259, 276, 311, 333, 384. Churches 

All Saints', 7, II, 17,35, 52, 55, 130, 



Newoastlf. 
212, 401. St. Andrew's, 44, 57, 93, 
168, 189c St. Ann's, 37. St. John's, 
2, 212, 367, 404. St. Nicholas', 11, 35, 

37, 65, 67, 87, 108. 124, 190, 268, 
289, 304, 322, 333, 334, 343, 364, 
373, 405. St. Thomas's, old, 356, 
357, 397. St. Thomas's, new, 356, 
367. Gosforth, 206. Coal-trade, 3, 
80, 107, 256, 258, 293, 376, 392. 
Conversion, 405. Coinage, 173. Cor- 
onation, 220. Collieries, 4, 148, 220, 
237, 277, 334, 392, 412. Courts, 90, 
94, 101, 113, 118, 164, 375. Coaches, 

285, 388, 391. Cordwainers, 278. 
Crosses, 66, 76, 146. Customs, 162, 
328, 409. Dead bodies, 317, 404. 
Dent's hole, 364. Diana's grove, 403. 
Dispensary, 384. Eccentrics, 1, 4, 6, 
10, 22, 137, 166, 194, 248, 375, 378. 
Emigrant clergy, 20. Escapes, 2, 66, 
179. Executions, 49, 168, 181. Ex- 
plosions. 207, 232. Fasts, 39. Fen- 
ham, 237,412. Fires, 21, 27, 42, 49, 
52, 58, 68, 78, 112, 121, 126, 129, 143, 
168, 180, 184, 185, 207, 262, 282, 286, 
313, 314, 319, 329, 332, 372, 373, 384, 
404. Fire escape, .355. Fire offices, 
355. Floods, 63, 84, 103, 145, 160, 
303, 342, 409. Forth, 68. Freemen, 

38, 190, 364, 392. JPreemasons — see 
Lodges. Frosts, 131, 277, 378. Gaol, 
2, 65, 86, 124, 137, 168, 175, 179, 181, 
237, 270, 276. 368. Glassmakers, 279. 
Gosforth, 285. Grammar school, 26, 
55, 97, 186. Grand stand, 9. Guild- 
hall, 164, 414. Hackney coaches, 286, 
Hirings, 368. Histories, 57. Hospitals, 
28, 46, 136, 174, 175, 184, 212, 236, 
248, 313, 315, 366. Illicit still, 237. 
Illuminations, 131, 136, 214, 220. In- 
firmary, 16, 32, 42, 46, 68, 123, 142, 
227, 353, 366. Joiners, 19. Jubilee, 
104. Launches, 76. Leopold at, 198, 
Lighting and Watering, 116. Literary 
society, 21, 172, 227, 229, 251, 252, 
253, 262, 325, 398. Lodges, 142. 324. 
Longevity, 10, 35, 50, 62, 72, 74, 89, 
106, 107, 109, 116, 131, 139, 144, 162, 
170, 173, 174, 178, 184, 194, 217, 227, 

286, 319, 324, 336, 367. Maison-de- 
Dieu, 263. Mansion house, 199, 356. 
Manslaughter, 232. Manufactures, 378. 
Markets and Fairs. 61, 116, 117, 209, 
263,298,319. Medals, 414. Members, 
94, 124, 373. Meetings, 202, 294. Mer- 
chants, 124, 263. Military transactions, 
9, 14, 18, 20, 23, 27, 31, 34, 38, 39, 
42, 43, 53, 68, 71, 87, 104, 108, 119, 
120, 129, 166, 205, 211, 220, 283, 324, 
330, 370, .391. Miscellaneous, 5, 62, 
118, 151, 152, 364. Moor, 38, 384, 
392. Moot hall, 90, 285. Mournings, 

39, 52, 114., 180, 194, 335, 355. Mun- 



424 



INDEX. 



Newcastle. 
icipal concerns, 7, 19, 35, 139, 153, 
154, 159, 171, 175, 179, 190, 199, 

203, 208, 256, 258, 281, 328, 335, 
352, 414. Musical festivals, 143, 
237, 297. Natives, 2, 5, 7, 12, 14, 16, 18, 
20, 21, 22, 25, 28, 32, 35, 37, 38, 44, 
46, 48, 53, 55, 57, 58, 59, 62, 67, 70, 

81, 90, 97, 100, 101, 108, 119, 124, 128, 
130, 137, 139, 143, 146, 158, 162, 164, 
171, 172, 186, 190, 192, 196, 202, 203, 

204, 205, 206, 208, 218, 220, 229, 235, 
250, 256, 259, 262, 268, 276, 281, 283, 
285,288, 291, 293, 311, 313, 315,322, 
324, 330, 332, 335, 343, 356, 365, 366, 
373, 374, 382, 386, 392, 398, 399, 406, 
4*14. Natural history, 298. Newspapers. 
2, 18, 143, 196. Nicholas I. at, 171. 
Old houses, 279, 359, 401. Orphan 
house, 311. Ousebum, 189. Fan- 
don, 121, 129. Parade ground, 68, 
298. Peace, 136. Pedestrians, 
124, 235, 251, 384. Petitions, 135, 
147. Poor houses, 5, 70, 94, 178, 
194, 212. Police, 281, 414. Politi- 
cal, 202. Post office, 396. Popula- 
tion, 23, 113. Processions, 278, 
279. Proclamations, 18, 139, 208. 
Press gangs, 23, 39, 122, 123. Pre- 
sentations, 119, 211, 283, 364, 414. 
Pugilism, 298, 370. Races, 9, 27, 43, 
117, 355. Bailways, 294. Resurrec- 
tionists, 317, 404. Rejoicings, 9, 12, 
16, 18, 19, 53, 71, 76, 86, 104, 131, 136, 
164, 166, 208, 214, 220, 278, 279, 
386. Reviews, 71, 211, 283, 391. 
Riots, 68, 154, 256, 258, 397. Roads, 
288. Schools, 86, 101, 227, 311, 322, 
326. Scriveners, 377. Shield-field, 
369. Shot tower, 136. Skeletons, 
152. Smuggler's hole, 237, 412. So- 
cieties, 89, 206, 231, 251, 252, 286, 
288, 303, 306, 415. Soup kitchen, 1. 
St Anthony's, 174, Steamers, 137, 
354, 376. Stocks, 333. Streets, 90, 
100, 106, 113, 114, 261, 275, 284, 
288, 293. Storms, 60, 62, 64, 74, 

82, 84, 145, 168, 212, 228, 233, 263, 
• 268,295,298,306,339,356. Suicides, 

4, 173. Sussex, duke of, at 253. 
Theatre, 42, 49, 266, 285. Tides, low, 
294, 342. Tokens, 111. Trade of, 339, 
354, 376. Trinity house, 21, 173, 268. 
Trials, 232, 392, 397. Typography, 
231. T3rpographical society, 206. Vic- 
ars, 37, 67, 87, 169, 322, 374. Vice- 
admiral, 178. Visitors, 67, 114, 153, 
159, 171, 189, 192, 198, 263, 317, 365, 
359. Visitations. 355. Volunteers — 
see Military transactions. Walls, 2, 19, 
29, 35, 49, 51, 65, 109, 112, 124, 137, 
168, 175, 179, 181, 195, 220, 261, 270, 
284, 293, 300, 333. Weavers, 261, 
263,300. Wellington, at 359. Wrecks, 



339. York, duke of, 335. 
Newlands, 377, 
Newspapers. See each place. 
Newton, Long, 60, 205. 
Newton hall, 308. 
^cholas of Russia, 170. 
Noel, name of, 147, 309. 
North Sunderland. See Sunderland North. 
NoBTHUMBBBLAND. — ^Members, 191, 325, 

329, 364. Military transactions, 205. 

Population, 13, 113, 230. Sheriff 209. 
Northumberland, duke of. See Percy, 

name o£ 
Norton, 148, 202, 355, 867. 
Nunneries, 44. 

O. 

Ogle, name o( 328. 
Old Franky, 1. 
Old Park, 394. 
Ord, name of, 209, 286. 
Organs, 285, 413. 
Ouston, 180. 
Ovingham, 139, 261. 
Oxclose, 50. 
Oxford, bishop of, 316. 

P. 

Painsheb, 235, 363. 

Paley, name of, 47. 

Park house, 147. 

Partridges, 384 

Pattison, name of, 48. 

Paxton ford, 2ia 

Peace, 13a 

Peareth, name of^ 230. 

Peat, lady, 154. 

Pedestrians, 124. 235, 251, 384. 

Pelton, 377. 

Percy, name o( 38, 52, 53, 63, 65, 101, 
104, 105, 114, 130, 146, 147, 164, 166, 
172, 173, 176, 190, 205, 209, 211, 219, 
256,311. 

Percy-main, 20, 135, 144. 

Petitions, 135, 147. 

Piers, 115, 123. 

Piersebridge, 85. 

Pickering, name of, 331. 

Pipers, 52, 105, 220. 

Pit hill, 114. 

Pittington, 116 

Plessey, 174. 

Pelaw, 134. 

Political meetings, 202. 

Population. See each place. 

Portrut, 104. 

Potticar-lane, 302. 

Press-gangs. See each place. 

Preston, 82, 218, 314. 

Pringle, name of, 287. 

Prudhoe, 172. 

Prudhoe, lord, 172. 

PugUism, 298, 370. 

Purvis, William, 194. 
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R 
Baby, 86. 

Radical Monday, 202. 
Bainton, 181, 220, 282, 316. 
Railways, 231,267, 294, 317. 
Ranson, name o( 382. 
Rastrick, 328. 
Ravenswortb, 78, 262 
Ravensworth, lord, 321. 
Redcar. 39, 144, 38a 
Rednaarehall, 60. 
Reed, name of, 203, 218. 
Registers, dissenting, 22, 46, 61. 60, 79, 80, 

91, 107, 121, 131, 171, 182, 183, 212, 

216, 276, 288. 
Regnlus, the Golden Crested, 266. 
Reid, name of, 414b 
Renegado, a, 293. 
Rewards. See Medals. 
Richardson, name of, 27, 66, 265^ 194. 
Richardson's stead, 62. 
Ridley, name o( 16, 27,89, 119, 124, 142, 

162, 190, 384, 386. 
Ritson, name of, 29. 
Ridley hall, 16a 
Rig end, 174. 
Ritton, 235. 

Roads, 7, 92, 106, 302, 368, 396. 
Robberies. See each place. 
Robinson, name of, 70. 
Robson, name of, 230. 
Roddam, name o^ 16, 67. 
Roddam, 16, 67. 
Rosedean, 112. 
Rothbury, 100, 304. 
Rushyford, 182. 

Russell, name of, 2, 174, 194, 236. 
Rutherford, Baldric, lonl, 366. 
Ryhope, 396. 
Ryton, 366, 386, 413. 

S. 
Sadbeige, 308. 
Sadler*8 balloon, 164, 201. 
Safety lamps, 179, 183, 229. 
Salmon, 143, 319. 
Salutation, 209. 
Sanderson, name of, 79. 
Sandhoe, 25a 
Sands, name of, 16a 
Sandwich Terns, 20. 
Savings' banks, 172, 183. 
Scarcity, 1. 
Scotch volunteers, 48. 
Scott, name o( 8, 12, 21, 66, 144, 164, 

191, 220, 366. 
Scotswood, 332. 
Seaham, 103, 147, 374, 399. 
Seaton Carew, 39, 108. 
Seaton Delaval, 9, 70, 232. 
Seaton Sluice, 306. 
Sedgefield, 3'i3, 402. 
Seghill, 344. 
Selby, name of, 33, 146, 344. 
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Shadforth, 147. 

Shakspere, celebration of, 164. 

Sharks, 63, 300. 

Sharp, name of, 126. 

Sheep, 73. 

Shenff-hiU, 153, 169, 176, 178, 198, 216. 

Shiney-row, 120. 

Shincliffe, 173, 291, 334. 

Shipperdson, name of, 31. 

Shipwrecks. See Wrecks. 

Shields, NoRTH^-^Acddents, 108. Anti- 
quities, 199. Bridge, projected, SOa 
Bull baidng, 213. Chapels, 1 12, 176, 183, 
283. Church, 60, 17a Ctifford's fort, 
61, 111, 120,200, 306. Coal trade, 266. 
Customs, 162. Dispensary, 22. Eccen- 
trics, 23. Fires, 33, 62, 170, 300, 338. 
Floods, 61, 103, 120, 342. Frosts, 133. 
Illumination, 137. Library, 66, 70, 186. 
Lighthouses, 199. Longevity, 23, 32, 
73, 120, 140, 164, 196, 198, 234. Mar- 
getts, John, 342. Markets and fairs, 38. 
Military transactions, 16, 39, 108, Mis- 
cellaneous, 73, 37a Mourning, 180. 
Natives, 23, 62, 66, 186, 268, 287, 294. 
Pipers, 62. Powdean, 199. Pressgangs, 
27. Quay, 67, 276. Rejoicings, 66, 
100, 130, 137. Riots, 164, 202, 266, 
397. Schools, 101. Storms, 60, 64, 
76, 82, HI, 141, 146, 233, 268, 316, 
4 1 1. Trade, 3, 199. Wrecks, 338, 4 1 1 . 

Shields, South. Antiquities, 74. 

Bridge, projected, 308. Brewery, 62. 
Chapels, 66, 79, 219, 307. Church, 
226. Fires, 36, 48, 66, 122. . Launch, 
339. Library, 2a Lighting, 334. Light- 
houses, 63. Longevity, 43, 63, 67, 101. 
127, 147, 208, 234, 286. Mourning, 62, 
180. Meetings, 30a Natives, 18, 30, 
226,339. Rejoicings, 30, 99, 137. Skele- 
tons, 104. Storms, 140, 146. Wrecks, 
239. 

Shotley-bridge, 106, 37a 

Simonbum, 144, 191, 331. 

Singleton, name of, 373, 406. 

Slaley,212. 

Sleekbum, 147. 

Sleigh, name o^ 307. 

Smith, name of, 67, 134, 322. 

Smugglerls hole, 237, 4ia 

Snipe house, 376. 

Society of Arts. See Medals. 

South moor, lOa 

Sparrows, 62, 363, 378. 

Spence, name of, 143. 

Spital, near Berwick, lOa 

Springwell, 321, 366. 

St Anthony*s, 174, 

Stagshaw, 236. 

Staindrop, 79, 86, 363, 366. 

Starkey, Benjamin, 248. 

Staward, 38a 

Steam vessels, 137, 364, 376. 

Stephenson, name of, 32, 67, 183, 267, 318. 
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Stocksfield, 354. 

Storey, name of, 86. 

STORM&— Wind, 10, 23, 46, 60, 90, 145, 
168, 228, 233, 253, 268, 300, 306, 339, 
356, 411. Rain, 84, 188. Sea, 411. 
Snow, 64, 263. Thunder, 62, 74, 82, 
100, 140, 141, 186, 212, 295, 377. 

Stowell, lord. See Scott, name of, 

Stockdale, name of, 1 10. 

Stockton.— 23, 29, 82, 104, 112, 125, 
137, 144, 161, 163, 171, 201, 213, 218, 
231, 234, 295, 306, 307, 310, 317, 358, 
371, 384. 

Strathmore, lady, 93. 

Strikes. See Coal Trade. 

Suicides. See each place. 

Sunderland. — Accidents, 168, 412. An- 
tiquities, 108, 215, 414. Bull baiting, 
237. Chapels, 91, 107, Hi, 27a Church, 
114, 189. Fires 207, 237, 282, 328. 
Floods, 160. Freemasons, 118. Har- 
bour, 111. Hirings, 257. Illuminations, 
130. Library, 13, 193. Lighting, 89, 
286. Longevity, 47, 53, 99, 101, 125, 
135, 160, 168, 174, 183,205, 295,327, 
352. Markets and foirs, 10, 257, 298. 
Meetings, 193. Military transactions, 
371. Murders, 16& Natives, 165, 176, 
193,251,252,382. Pier, 33. Pillory, 
111. Poorhouse, 125, 352. Rejoicings, 
130, 137, 166, 371. Riots, 10, 169, 170, 
314. Storms, 295. Sussex, duke of, at, 
253. Theatre, 378. Town hall, 118, 
Trade, 2. Visitors, 170, 189, 253, 362. 
Wellington, at, 362. Wrecks, 2. 

Sunderkind bridge, near Durham, 40, 220, 
275. 

Sunderland, North, 61, 179« 299. 

Surtees, name of, 8, 27, 99. 

Sussex, duke of, 253, 395. 

Suspension bridges, 213, 308, 310, 382. 

Swansfield, 146. 

Swarknd, 52. 

Swinburne, name of, 24, 142. 

Sydney, name of, 33. 

Sykes, name o( 311. 

T. 

Tanfield, 9, 339. 
Taylor, name of, 2, 17, 26& 
Tempest, name of, 81, 126. 
Temple, name of, 30, 47, 70, 99. 
Thirston, 100, 200, 216, 281. 
Thompson, name of, 162. 
Thomey bum, 191. 
Thrislington, 247. 
Throckley, 71, 194, 201, 202. 
Thropton, 100. 
Tide, low, 294. 
Toads, 91, 120, 382. 
Tokens, 111. 
Tow house, 138. 
Trevelyan, name of, 374. 
Trimdon, 109. 



Tunstal, 51, 143. 

Turner, name of, 21. 

Tweedmouth, 105, 133, 297. 

Tynemouth, 16, 38, 39, 41, 46, 55, 101, 

108, 178, 198, 204, 276, 358. 
Typographical society, 206. 
Tyrconnel, countess of, 9. 



Ulchester, 178. 
Urpeth, 62. 
Union bridge, 213. 
Ushaw, 73. 



U. 



V. 



Van Mildert, bishop, 327, 355, 356, 385. 
Volunteers. See under each place. 

W. 

Walbottle, 163, 387. 

Waldie, name of, 330. 

Wallis, name of, 344. 

Wakefield, name of, 56. 

Walworth, 300. 

Walker, name of, 62, 357. 

Walker, 13, 277. 

Walker, Old, 170. 

Wallington, 374. 

Walisend, 30. 63, 71, 121, 138, 146, 150, 

171, 175, 178, 182, 190,228, 393, 363, 

368, 399. 
Walwick, 109, 288. 
Warden, 44, 320. 
Wardenlaw, 247. 
Wark, 191. 

Warkworth, 188, 287, 375, 382, 411. 
Washington, 435. 
Wasney, name of, 142. 
Waterloo, 166. 
Watson, name of, 41, 100. 
Watson's wake, 184. 
Watts, Mrs., 330. 
Wearmouth, Bishop, 47, 60, 79, 144, 162, 

165, 168, 170, 182, 185, 193,214, 310, 

334, 354. 
Wearmouth, Monk, 76, 153, 215,315, 356, 
Wellington, duke of, 76, 358, 362. 
West boat, 310. 
Westbumhope, 295, 
Westgate, 260. 
Westoe, 50, 145, 201. 
Whales, 73, 102, 179, 252. 
Wharton, name o( 394. 
Whitburn, 14,63,257. 
White, name of, 109, 125. 
White house, 80. 
Whitley,72,146,413. 
Whitley castle, 334. 
Whitworth, 17, 32. 
Whickham, 42. 
Whitfield. 73. 
Whittle, 92. 

Whittington, Great, 123. 
Whitton, 279. 



INDEX. 



42f 



Widdrington, 218. 
Williams, name of, 415. 
Wilson, George, 124,235. 
Wilson, name of, 325. 
WiJlington, 165,362. 
Wilkinson, name of, 9, 186. 
Windlestone, 119. 
Windynook, 161. 
Wingate grange, 89. 
Winlaton, 356, 385. 
Witton, Gilbert, 16, 288. 
Witton, 170, 231. 
Wolsingham, 116. 
Woodlands, 109, 125. 



Wooler, 15, 112,184,302. 

Wool vision, 178. 

Wouldhave, name of, 226. 

Wrecks, 1, 23, 66, 98, 107, 195, 299, 303, 

335,411. 
Wycliffe Museum, 251. 
Wylam, 261. 
Wynyard, 859, 405. 

Y. 

Yarm, 52, 234. 
York, duke of, 338. 
Young, name of, 53. 
Younghusband, name of, 193. 
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